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INTEODUOTION. 



I. GeNEKAL ChARACTBR AMD TaLUE OF THE PSALMS, 

The Book of Psalms has been styled by some of tie Germwi 
critics, in allnsion to a portion of Grecian literature, The Hbbbbw 
Anthologv ; that is, a collection of tlie lyric, moral, historical, 
and elegiac poetry of tlio Hebrews.. KegarJed ia this light alone, 
it presents a most interesting subject of literary taste and curi- 
osity. Many of these psalms muat have been composed some 
hmidreds of years before the period which is commonly assigned 
to Hie ori^n of the Hiad of Homer. But it ia not with them as 
with many of the productions of the classic Muse, of which the 
antiquity constitutes their greatest claun upon the attention of 
the scholar, and of which the subjects possess little or no interest 
for the world in its manhood. It was the privilege of the Hebrew 
bards to be employed upon subjects possessing an interest as en- 
during as the attributes of God and the natare of dependent man. 
Their poetry has the deep foundation of eternal troth. It comes, 
for the most part, in language the most glowing, from the very 
depths of the soul, rich in sentiments adapted to the sotd's most 
urgent wants. Hence its living spirit, its immortal freshness. 
Hence its power of reaching the hearts of all men, in all countries 
and in aU ages. Where, in the whole compass of literature, can 
one find more of the "thoughts that breathe and words that burn" 
than in the Hebrew Anthology ? Then, too, what variety is there 
in the subjects of these ancient compositions ! How diverse the 
states of heart and fortune that occasioned them ! How various 
the strains of joy, sorrow, gratitude, love, hope, confidence, fearj 
[51 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 

remorBe, and penitence, ■whieii come from the sacred lyre ! TLera 
is scarcely a conceivable state of the human soul, in wliich one may 
not repair to the Psalter) as it were to a sympathizing friend. 

What a sensation would be produced in the literary world by 
such a collection of poetry as is presented in the Book of Psalme, 
could it come reconunended by (he attraction of novelfy ! But the 
truth is, that, in general, the ear is accustomed to these admirable 
productions, before the mind can comprehend their meaning or 
fetl their beauty ; so tiiat, in maturer life, it requires no incon- 
fliderable effort to give them that attention ■wliieh is necessary for 
the reception of the impressions they are adapted to impart. 

Another obstade to a proper estimate of the poetry of the Scrip- 
tures is the very imperfect translation, and wretched arrangement, 
in which it has been presented to English readers. Let the lover 
of poetry imagine what impressions he should receive from the 
odes of Collins or Gray, cut up into fragments like the verses in 
the common version of the Bible, and he may comprehend what 
injustice has been done to the Hebrew poeta. 

The compositions in the Boob of Psalms are the productions of 
various authors and periods, belong to different spedes of poetry, 
and possess various degrees of poetic merit. While some of them 
present the fresh gushes of excited feeling, or the calmer expres- 
sion of the sublimest sentiments, in the boldest language of poetry, 
others consist only of moral maxims artificially arranged in a sen- 
tentious style, or of elaborate and imitative prayers and praises, 
prepared for the public worship of God. 

The Psalms, says De Wette, are lyric poems. This is all that 
is implied in the name wMch they bear. i^aX/ioi, from ^oiAeiv, 
cftordas tangere, Jidihus canere, signifies the jnasia of a stringed 
insiniment, tlis sound of the lyre; then, a song sung to the music 
of the lyre. This word is used by the Alexandrian translators for 
the Hebrew "if^TJa, as well as fiUtiv for the verb "l^T ; but these 
Hebrew words, whatever may be their etymology, have the signi- 
fication of song accompanied with music. PsaUer (^dK-r^pimi), (he 
name which, in imitation of the Greeks, we give to the collection 
of Psalms, properly denotes a stringed instnaaerd ; and the appel- 
lation is to be understood in the same manner as when we give to 
a collection of lyric poems the title of The Lyre. The Jews call 
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INSEODUCTION. 7 

tJie Psalms O'^i^riFi, aongs of i>raise, and tie coUeetlon S'^iirt^ "|5B, 
also, abbreviated, b''!bpi, an appellation wlieh applies to a part 
only of the Paalms, Tfae term, B'^'ilattt or f "l."!®, songs, odes, 
would be more coiTeet. 

The PeaUns are 17110, in tie proper sense ; for widi the He- 
brews, as in the ancient world generally, song and music were 
connected, and 'Oas titles to moat df tlie Psalms determine tbeir 
connection with music, though in a manner which is often nnin- 
telligible to us. These compositions deserve, moreover, the uarao 
of lyric, on account of their character as works of taste. Th(i 
essence of lyric poetry is the immediate expression of feeling ; and 
feeling is the sphere to which most of the Psalms belong. Pain, 
sorrow, fear, hope, joy, confidence, gratitude, submission to God, 
every thing that moves and elevates the soul, is expressed ia 
these hymns. 

In the Psalms we have merely the remwna of the lyric poetry 
of the Hebrews. The productions of this class were undoubtedly 
far more numerous than would seem to have been the case from 
tiese temaina, and spread through a wider and niore diversified 
field. The Psalter ia chiefly composed of religious and devotional 
hymns ; but it cannot be maintMned, Itot the lyric poetry of the 
Hebrews was exclusively devoted to the service of religion and 
of public worship. The supposition is sufficiently contradicted by 
those invaluable examples of another species of lyric poetry, which 
are preserved in other parts of the Scriptures ; such as David's 
elegy over Saul and Jonathan, the song at the weU (Numb, sxi, 
17), and especially the Song of Solomon, although the last be- 
longs to a somewhat different branch of poetical composition. In 
flie Book of Psalms itself, there is one production which possesses 
an altogether secular character, namely, Ps. 3tlv. For most of 
the hymns which are extant, we are indebted probably to the reli- 
gions use to which they were consecrated, rather than to any com- 
mon poetical sympathy ; and hence so few aecular songs have been 
preserved from destruction. 

In respect to their contents and character, the PsahnB have been 
classified in the following manner ; * — 

» See De Wette's Commeutat iiber die Pwhnen, p. S. Bibliori Reposi- 
tory for 1633, p. 118. 
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I. Hymns in praise of Jehovah. 1. Generally as God of na- 
ture and of man, Ps. viii., civ., uaIv, 2. As God of nature and 
of Israel, Ps. six., xxix., sxxiii., Ixv., xciii., cxxsv., cxxxvi., 
cxlvii,, and others. 3. As God of Israel, Ps. xlvii., Ixvi., IxvU., 
btxv. i. As the saviour and helper of Israel, Ps. xlvi., xlvii., 
xlTiii., fsxy., Ixxvi. ; and of individuals, Ps. xriii., xxx., cssxviii., 
and others. 

II. National psalms, contsining allusions to the ancient history 
of the Israelites, and to the relation of the people lo Jehorah, 
Ps. Ixxviii., cv., cvi., cxiv. 

HI. Psalms of Zion and of tiie temple, Ps. xv., xxiv,, Ixyiii., 
Ixxxi., Ixxxvii., cxxxii., cxxsiv., cxxxv. 

IV. Psalms relating to the king, Ps. ii., xx , xxi , xlv , Ixxii , 

V. Psalms which contain complaints under affliction and the 
persecution of eaemies, and prayers for suLCor, the most nu- 
merous class, eomprising more than a third part of the whole loI- 
Jection. These psalms of complaint are, ■— 1 Parson'J, relating 
to the case of an individual, Ps, vii., xxii , Iv , Ivi , cix , and 
others. 2. National, Ps. xliv., btxiv., Ixxix , Ixxx , cxxxvit , 
and others. 3. Personal and national at the same time, Fs Ixut., 
Ixxvii., oil. From these divisions proceed still others 4 Gen- 
eral psalms of complaint, reflections on the wickedness of the 
world, Ps. X., xii., xiv., xsAvi, fi. Didactic psalms, respecting 
the condition of the pious and the godless, Ps xxxvii , xlix , 
Isxiii. 6. Psalms of tiianksgiving for deliverance from enemies, 
which also pass over into the first class, Ps xxxit , xl , and 
others. 

VI. Religious and moral psalms. 1 Odes to Jehovah with 
special allusions, Ps. xc, cxxxix. 2. Expressions of rehgioua- 
conviction, hope, confidence, Ps. xxiii., xei , cxxi , exsvii , 
cxxviii. 3. Expressions of religious experience, reiolutions, &c , 
Ps, xlii,, xliii., ci., oxsxi. 4. Development ot rehgious or moral 
ideas, Ps. i., cxxxiii. 6. Didactic poems relating to rehgion, 
Ps, xssii., 1, 6 CoU.LCtione of proverbs in alphabetical order, 
Ps. cxix. The few which cannot be biought under any of the 
foregoing classes and divisions cither constitute new ones by 
themselves, or po&'.eas an intei nK'dute chaiacter 
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It will be pereeiTed, that, in tLia classification, proposed by 
De Wette, no plaoe is assigned to psalms relating to the Messiah. 
This is in accordance with the opinion of the above-mentioned 
disliinguiahed commentator, and others, who reject the doctrine of 
a dooble sense in the Scriptures, tliat there is not in tihe Book 
of Psalma any predietion relating to the Messiah. The question 
whether any, and, if any, how many, of the Psalms relate to tlie 
Messiah is attended with considerable difficulty. At first yiew, 
it would be natural to expect, that the 'lyrical productions of the 
Jewish poets, as well as the writings of the prophets, would con- 
tain allusions to the Mpssiah Bat when we come to examine 
those which have been thiefly referred to is oonttuning the Mes- 
sianic hope^, such is the u -iM xxu si., xlv., Ix^fii., ex., we 
seem to find on the piim. pies of histoiieal interpretation which 
are apphed to all ether books m some of them no predictions 
■whatever but onlj leferenees to the past or the present ; in others, 
only glowmg anticipations which seem to refer to the writer of 
the psalm, or to Jewish kings contemporary with him. The ques- 
tion can be decided only by a critical examination of each psalm. 
But it deserves consideration, whether Christ may not be said to 
have fulfilled what is written in the Psalms concerning him, when 
he JiUed o)il, or completed, what was valuable in the experience, 
or precious in the topes, of David and other servants of God, 
■which are the proper subjects of the Psalma.* His life and suffer- 
ings were analogous to theirs, but of a higher chai-acter and 
attended with more glorious results. It is well observed by 
Stanley, in connection -with other valuable remarks on the sub- 
ject, "The Psalter is especially prophetic of Ciirist, because, more 
than any other part of the ancient Scriptures, it enters into those 
truths ^of the spiritual life, of which he was the great revealer."-t 
This view is confirmed by the inteiprefation of the Psalms which 
Las generally prevailed in the Christian church. The ever-recur- 
ring remark of the common expositor is, " This psalm in part 
refers to David, and in part to Jesus Christ ; " or, " This psalm is 
(hlfilled in a lower sense in David, but in a higher and better sense 
in Chi-ist." But the supposition that the psalm itself cont^ed, 
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10 ISTEODUCTION. 

in the mind of the writer, more senaea than one, seems to con- 
tradict all just ■views of the nature of language. In regard to 
some of the references * made to the Psalma by Paul and Pet«r, 
and the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, it seems necessary 
to suppose that they irera not inspired as critics and interpreters, 
but that they argued according to a mode of reasoning and of 
interpretafion which they held in common with their contempo- 
raries, hut -which cannot be regarded as valid at the present day. 

Now, it is an indisputable fact, that the andent Jews, without 
regard to any just laws of interpretation, without any regard to 
the conneeiJon in which words stand, and especially in pursuance 
of the typical or the allegorical method, applied hundreds of pas- 
sages of the Old Testament to the Messiah, which no one in 
modem times can suppose to relate to him.f It wonld be singu- 
lar, therefore if we did not find traces of the same mode of apply- 
ing Scriptural pasoagea m the writers of the New Testament. 

It ia prolable that m some oases, the reference in the New 
Testament to a paasage in the Psalma is merely in the way of 

rhetorical illustration or o{ or ffumenium ex cancessia ; for instance, 
in John Mil 18 Matt sxii, 44, &c. But this mode of explanation 
cannot be applied to such passages as Acts iv. 25, xiii. 33, and 
several in tie EpistZe to the Hebrews, without domg violence to 
language 

These observations are offered for the consideration of those, 
of whom I am one, who can find no psalm of which, in its primary 
sense, the Mes-iiah is the exflusive subject. Of recent orlhodox 
commentators, Tholuck finds only four, namely, Ps. ii., xlv., 
btxii , and ex., containing a direct and literal reference (jd the 
Messiah. So also Hengstenberg applies to him only the same 
psalms. It seems to me that all four plainly indicate that they 
refer to kings actually living and reigning in the time of the 
writers. Nor is anything ascribed to them,,or hoped for them, 
which, when due allowance is made for the language of Oriental 
hyperbole, does not belong f* the conception of a Jewish theocratic 
king, the vicegerent of Jehovah. As the ancient prophets, sudi 
as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, &c., predict the Messiah in the char- 
• Acts iv. 25 ; xiii. 33 ; Heb. i. 6, 6 ; x, 6, &c. 
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INTEODUCTIOH. 11 

arier of a perfect Jewish king, it follows, of course, (hat the repre- 
sentations of actual kings in the Psalms will resemble the Mos- 
sianic predictions of the Prophets. But why some writers should 
exert their ingenuity to find predictions of a future Messiah, 
where there are none, it is difficult to say, J£ the predictions of 
a Messiah in the Old Testament are regarded as a miraculoiia 
attestation o( the truth of Christianity, are not the plain and 
universally acknowledged ptediofions of a Messianic king in die 
writings of the prophets Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, Bzekicl, and 
Zechariah, enough (or die purpose ? Why multiply doubtful 
caaea of Messianic predictions, when there are so many beyond 
doubt? Truly, it is cause for thankfulness, that God has kid the 
foundations of the Christian religion deeper than some of its 
friends imagine. 

On the relation of the literature and history of the Jewish Coro- 
aionwealth to the Christian dispensation. Dean Stanley * has a pas- 
sage, which we cannot help citing for the benefit of those who 
cannot Lave acceas to his expensive work : .** I may be allowed to 
express by an illustration the true mode of regarding this ques- 
tion. In the gardens of the Carthusian Convent, which the Dutes 
of Burgundy built near Dijon for the burial place of their race, is 
a beautiful monument, which alone of that splendid edifice escaped 
the ravages of the French Revolution. It consists «f a group of 
prophets and kings from the Old Testament, each holding in hia 
band a scroll of mourning firom his writings; each with his own 
individual costume and gesture and look ; eaiji distinguished from 
.each by the most marked peculiarities of age and character, — 
absorbed in the thoughts of his own time and country. But above 
these figiu'es is a circle of angels, as like each to eadi as the 
human figures are flnlike. They too, as each overhangs and over- 
looks the prophet below him, are saddened with grief. But their 
expression of sorrow is fjir deeper and more intense tlian that of 
the prophets whose words fhey read. They see sometiiing in (he 
prophetic sorrow, winch flie prophets themselves sec not ; tiicy are 
lost in (be contemplation of the Divine Passion, of whicli the 
ancient saints below (hem are but the unconscious and indirect 
exponents. 

" Leetui'efi on Uie Hist, of ilie Jewifili Churcb, part ii. pp. xij.-xv. 
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" This exquisite mediEeval monument, expressing, as it does, the 
inatinctive ftcling at once of the trutliful artist and of the devout 
Chiistian, represents better than any -words the sense of what we 
call, in tlieol<^cal language, ' the Types ' of the Old Testament. 
The heroes and saints of old times, not in Judea only, — though 
there more frequently than in any other country, — are indeed 
' types,' tlvat is, ' likenesses,' in their sorrows of the Greatest of 
all sorrows, in their joys of the Greatest of all joys, in their good- 
ness of the Greatest of aJJ goodness, in their truth of the Greatest 
of all traths. This deep inward conneelion between the events of 
theif own time and the crowning dose of the history of their 
whole nation, — this gradual convergence towards the event which, 
by general acknowledgment, ranks chief in the annals of mankind, 
— is clear, not only to the all-searching Eye of Providence, but 
also to the eye of any who look above the stir and movement of 
earth. It is part, not only of the foreknowledge of God, but of the 
universal workings of human natnre and human history. The 
angels see, though man sees not. The mind flies silently upwards 
from the earthly career of David or Isaiah or Ezekie! to those 
vaster and wider tlioughts which they imperfectly represented. 
^The rustic murmur' of Jeroaalem was, alEhongh they knew it 
not, part of ' the great wave that echoes round the world.' It is a, 
continuity recognized by the Philosophy of History no less than by 
Theology, — by Hegel even more closely than by Augustine, But 
the sorrow, the joy, the goodness, the truth of tliose ancient heroes 
is notwithstanding entirely their own. They are not mere machines 
or pictures. When they speak of their trials and dilEcuities, they 
speak of them &e from their own experience. By studying them, 
with all the peculiarities of their time, we arrive at a profounder 
view of the truths and events to which their expressions and the 
story of their deeds may be applied in after-ages than if we 
regard them as the organa of sounds unintelligible to themselves, 
and ivith no bearing on their own period. Where there Is a senti- 
ment common to them and to Christian times, a word or act which 
breaks forth into the distant future, it will be reverently caught 
up by those who are on the watch for it, to whom it will speak 
words beyond their words, and thoughts beyond their thoughts. 
' Did not our heart bum within us while He walked with us by 
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the way. aud while He opened to us tie Scriptures ? ' But, even 
in tlie act of uttering theee sentiments, tliey still remained encom- 
passed witli Ininian, Jewish, Oriental peculiarities, which must not 
be explained away or softened down, for tlie sate of produdng an 
appearance of uniformity which may be found in the Koran, but 
which it is hopeless to seek in the Bible ; and which, if it were 
found there, would completely destroy the historical character of 
its contents. To refuse to see the first and direct application 
of their expressions to themBehes is like an unwillingness — such 
as some simple and religions minds have felt — to acknowledge 
the existence, or to dwell on the topography, of the city of Jeru- 
salem and the wilderness of Arabia, beeanse those localities 
have been so long associated with the higher truths of spiritual 
religion." 

The hearts of the pious for ages have felt the value of the 
Psalms as helps iX) devotion, and many have labored for expres- 
sions in which to set forth their praise. For its truth, as well as 
beauty, we quote the following description by Bishop Home, who 
yet saw some things in them which modem views of interpretation 
will not permit us to find ; — 

"In tbem," says he, "we are instructed to concave of the 
subjects of religion aright, and to express the different affections 
wliich, when so conceived of, they must excite in our minds. 
They are, for this purpose, adorned with the figures, and set oiF 
with all the graces, of poetry ; and poetry itself is designed yet 
farther to be recommended by the charms of music thus conse- 
crated to the service of God ; that so delight may prepare the way 
for improvement, and pleasure become the handmaid of wisdom, 
while every turbulent passion is calmed by sacred melody, and the 
evil spirit is stiU dispossessed by lie harp of the son of Jesse. 
This little volume, like the paradise, of Eden, affords us in perfec- 
tion, though in miniature, every thing that groweth elsewhere, — 
' every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; ' and 
above all, what was there lost, but is here restored the tree of life 
in the midst of the garden. That whidi we reil ai raattet of 
speculation in lie other Scriptures is reduced to pract ce when 
we recite it in the Psalms ; in tlioae, fa th in 1 lepentin e are le 
scribed, but iii tJiese tbey are acted r 1 a p oil f the 1 imer 
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we leavn how otters served God ; Imt, by using tte latter, we servo 
hira ourselves." 

" The hymna of David," says Milman, " excel no less in sub- 
limity and tenderness of expression tlum in lof^ess and purity 
of religious sentiment. In comparison with them, the sacred 
poetry of all other nations sinks into mediocrity. They have em- 
bodied so exquisitely the universal language of religious emotion, 
that (a few fierce and vindictive passages excepted, natural in the 
warrior-poet of a sterner age) they have entered, witli unques- 
tioned propriety, into the ritual of the holier and more perfect 
religion of Christ. The songs which cheered the solitude of die 
desert caves of Engedi, or resounded from the voice of the Hebrew 
people as they wound along the glens or the hill-sides of Judea, 
have been repeated for ages in almost every part of the habitable 
world, in the remotest islands of the ocean, among the forests of 
America, or the sands of Africa. How many human hearts have 
they softened, purified, exalted ! Of how many wretched beings 
have they been the secret consolation I On how manj' eommmii- 
tjes have they drawn down the blessings of Divine Providence, 
by bringing the affections into unison with their deep devotional 
fervor ! " 

Luther, in Lis preface to Ihe PsaltOT, has tie following Just 
remarks; "A human heart is like a ship on a wild sea, driven 
by high winds from the four quarters of the world. Here rush 
fear and anxiety on account of future calamity, there press afflic- 
tion and sorrow, caused by present evil ; here blow hope and con- 
fidence in future prosperity, liere come security and joy in present 
good. These high winds teach a man to speak with earnestness, 
to open his heart, and pour ont the bottom of it. For he who is 
in fear and distress speaks of trouble very differently from one 
who is in joy ; and he who is in joy spealts of joy very differently 
from one who is in fear. It comes not from the heart, it is said, 
when a sad man laughs, or a joyful man weeps ; that is, the bot- 
tom of his heart stands not open, and nothing comes forth. But 
what is the greater part of the Psalter but such earnest speech in 
the midst of high winds of every kind ? Where do we find a 
sweeter voice of joy than in the psalms of tlianksgiving and 
praise? There you look into the heart of all the holy as into a 
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bftaiitjfiil garden, — as into heaven itself. "What delicate, sweet, 
and lovely fioweva are tbere springing up of all manner of beauti- 
ful, joyous thoughts towards God and his goodness ! On the 
other hand, where do you find more profound, mournful, patlielJc 
expressions of sorrow than the plaintive psalma contain ? There 
agdn you look into the heart of all the holy as into death, — yea, 
as into the pit of despair. How dark and gloomy is it there, in 
consequence of all manner of melancholy apprehension of God's 
displeasure! So also when the psainiists speak of fear or hope, 
they use such words, that no painter could so delineate, and no 
Cicero or eloquent orator so describe them." 

We will add two passages more from the highly valuable work 
to which we have already referred : * — 

' ' The Psalter has further become the Sacred Book of the world, 
in a sense belonging to no other part of the Biblical records, Not 
only does it hold its place in the litui^cal services of the Jewish 
Church, not only was it used more than any other part of the Old 
Testament by the writers of tho IHcw, but it 13 in a epacial sense 
the peculiar inheritance of the Chrislaan Church through all its 
different brandies, 'From whatever point of view any Church 
ha!h contemplated the scheme of its doctrine, by whatever name 
they have thought good to designate themselves, and however 
bitterly opposed to each other in church government or observance 
of rites, — you will find them all, by harmonious and univei'sal 
consent, adopting the Psalter as the outward form by which they 
shall express the inward feelings of the Christian life.' It was bo 
in the earliest times. The Passover psalms were the ' Hymn ' of 
the Last Supper. In the first centuries, psalms were snng at the 
Love-feasta, mid formed the morning and evening hymns of the 
primitive Christians. ' Of the other Scriptures,' says Theodoret 
in the fifth century, ' the generality of mon know next to nothing. 
But the Psalma you wilt find again and again repeated in private 
bouses, in mai'ket-places, in streets, by those who have learned 
them by heart, and who soothe themselves by their divine melody.' 
'When other parts of Scripture are used,' says St. Ambrose, 
' there is such a noise of talking in. the church, that you cannot 
hear what is said ; but, when the Psalter is read, all are silent. 
* Stanley: Lectui'es on Ihe Hist, of tte Jewisli Churth, ii. 163-4; 170-i. 
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They were sung by tJie ploughmen 
Jerome ; by tlie boatmen of Gaul, in tbe time of Siilooius Apolli- 
naris. In the moat barbavoua of churches, tbe Abyssimans treat 
tlia Psalter nlmost as an idol, and sing it through from end to end 
at every lijneral. In tbe most Protestant of cburdies, — the Pres- 
bj'terians of Scotland, tlie Nonconformists of England, — ' psalm- 
singing' has ahnost passed into a familiar description of their 
ritual. In the Churches of fiome and of England, they are daily 
recited, in proportions such as far exceed the reverence shown to 
any other portion of the Scriptures. 

If we descend from churches to individuals, there is no one book 
which has played so large a part in the history of so many human 
souls. By tbe Psalms, Augustine was consoled on his conversion 
and on hia death-bed. By the Psalms, Chrysostom, Athanasius, 
Savonarola, were cheered in persecation. WiHi the words of a 
psalm, Polyearp, Columba, Hildebrand, Bernard, Francis of As- 
sisi, Huss, Jerome of Prague, Columbus, Henry the Eiftb, Edward 
the Sixth, Ximenes, Xavier, Melanethon, Jewell, breathed their 
last. So dear to Wallace in his wanderings was his Psalter, that 
during his execution be had it hung before him, and his eyes 
remained fixed upon it as the' one consolation of his dying hours. 
The unhappy Uamley was southed in tlie toils of his enemies by 
the 55th Psalm. The 68th Psalm cheered Cromwell's soldiers to 
victory at Dunbar. Locke, in bis last days, bade his friend read 
Ihe Psalms aloud ; and it was whilst in rapt attention to their words 
that the stroke of deaUi fell upon him. Lord Burleigh selected 
them out of tbe whole Bible as bis special delight Tbeywere the 
framework of the devctiona a d o( the war re of Luther they 
were the la,.t wo ds that fell on the ear of hia mper al e emy 
Charles the Fifth 

" But the « a e thiee po nfs n wh h the Psilm^ stand an i 
vailed — 

" The first s the depth of personal e\iress on and exper enee 
There are doubtleas occas o s whe the psal u t s] eaks as the 
orga of the nat on B t he s fo the moat p rt alo e w th him 
self and w th f od Ea h vord s chirked w th the ntena ty oi 
some giief or joj, known or unknown. If tbe doctiines of fat. 
Paul derive lialf their force from their connection with his personal 
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Struggles, the doctrines of David also strike home and kindla 
a fire wherever they light, mainly because they are the sparks 
of the incandescence of a living hniaan experience like our 
own. The patriarchs speak as the fathers of the chosen race; 
the prophets speat as its representatives and its guides. But 
the psalmisl speaks as the mouthpiece of the individual soul, of tJie 
free, independent, solitary conswenoe of man everywhere. 

' ' The second of these peculiarities is, what we may call in one 
word, the perfect naturalness of the Psalms. It appears, perhaps, 
most forcihly, in their exultant freedom and joyousness of heart. 
It is true, as Lord Bacon says, that, ' if you listen to David's harp, 
yon will hear as many hearselike airs as carols ; ' yet still the 
Carols are found there more than anywhere else. 'Rejoice in 
the Lord.' — 'Sing ye merrily.' — 'Make a cheerful noise.' 
— ' Take the psalm, bring hifher the tabret, the merry harp, 
with the lute,' — 'O praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to 
sing praises unto our God,' — 'A joyful and pleasant thing it is 
to be thankful.' TKIs, in fact, is the very meaning of the word 
' psalm.' The one Hebrew word which is their very pith and mar- 
row is ' hallelujah.' They express, if we may so say, the sacred 
duty of being happy. Be happy, cheerful, and thankful, as ever 
we can, we cannot go beyond the Psalms. They laugh, they 
shoot, they cry, they scream for joy. There is a wild exhilaration 
which rings through them. They exult alike in the joy of battle, 
and in the calm of nature. They see (Jod's goodness everywhere. 
They are not ashamed to confess iti The bright side of creation 
is everywhere uppermost; the dark, sentimental side is hardly 
ever seen. The fury of the thunder-storm, the roaring of the sea, 
are to fjiem full of magnificence and delight. Like the Scottish 
poet in his childhood, at each successive peal they clap their hands 
in innocent pleasure. The affection for birds and beasts and 
plants, and sun and moon and stars, is lite that whicli St. Francis 
of Assisi claimed for all these fellow-creatures of God, as bis 
brothers and sisters. There have been those for whom, on this 
very account, in moments of weakness and depression, the Psalms 
have been too much ; yet not the less is (his vein of sacred merri- 
ment valuable in the universal mission of the chosen people. And 
Ibe more so, because it grows out of another feeling in the Psalms, 
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whicli lias also jaired strangely on the miiida of devout liut narrow 
schools, ' the free and pi'incely heart of innocence,' which to mod- 
ern religion has often seemed to savor of Belf-righleouaness and 
■want of proper humility. The psaJmiat's bounding, buoyant hope, 
his fearless claim to be rewarded according to his righteous deal- 
ing, his confidence in his own integrity, no less than bia agony 
over bis own crimes ; his passionate delight in the Law, not as a 
cruel enemy, but as the best of guides, sweeter than boney and 
the honeycomb, — these are not according to the requirements of 
Calvin, or even of Pascal ; they are from a wholly different point 
of the celestial compass than tliat which inspired tlie Epistles to 
the Bonians and Galatians. J^ut they have not the less a truth 
of their own, a truth to nature, a truth to God, which the human 
heart will always recognize. Tlie frank, unrestrained benediction 
on the upright, honest man, 'the noblest work of God,' with which 
the Psalter opens, is but the fitting prelude to the boundless gene- 
rosity and prodigality of joy with which in its close it calls on 
' every creature that breaiheH,' without stint or exceptioa, to 

'praise the Lord.' It may be that such expressions as these 
owe their first impulse, in part, to the new epoch of national pros- 
perity and individual enei^ ushered in by David's reign; but 
they have swept the mind of the Jewish nation onward towards 
that mighty destiny which awaited it; and tbey have served, 
though at a retarded speed, to sweep on, ever since, the whole 
spirit of humanity in its upward course. ' The burning stream has 
flowed on, afl«r the furnace itself has cooled.' As of the classic 
writers of Greece it baa been well said, that they possess a charm, 
quite independent of their genius, in the radiance of their bnlitant 
and youthful beauty ; so it may be said of the Psalms, that they 
possess a bte charm, independent even of their depth of feeling 
or loftiness of doctrine. In their free and generous grace, tha 
youthfnl, glorious David seems to live over again with a renewed 
vigor. ' All our fresh springs ' are in him, and in his Psalter. 

" These various peculiarities of the Psalms lead us, partly byway 
of contrast, partly by a close though hidden connection, to (heir 
main characteristic, which appears nowhere else in the Bible with 
equal force, unless it be in the life and words of Christ himself. 
The ' reason why the Psalms Iiave found such constant favor in 
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every portion of the Christian Churcli, wbile forms of doctrine and 
discourse have undergone sucli manifold changes in order to repre- 
sent the changing spirit of the age, is this, tliat they address them- 
selves to the simple, intuitive feelings of the renewed soul.' They 
represent ' the freshness of the soul's infancy, the love of the soul's 
childhood; and therefore are to the Christian what the love of 
parents, the sweet affections of home, and the dinging memory 
of infant scenes, are to men in general.'" 

Perhaps the maledictions or imprecations, contained in some of 
tlie psabuB, may appear inconsistent with the views which have 
been advanced. I am here willing to admit the unsoundness of 
some of the explanations which have been given of these impre- 
cations. They cannot all, as has heen supposed, be regarded aa 
mere predictions or denun<nations of the pmiishment which awaits 
evil-doers. Some of them, at least, are wishes or prayers. See Ps. 
exxxvii, 8, But on this subject it should be remembered liat — 

I. Many prayers against enemies, contwned in the Psahns, are 
equivalent to prayers for personal safety. They were composed 
by the head of the nation, in a state of war, when prayer for tlie 
destruction of enemies was equivalent to prayer for preservation 
and success. So Christian ministers are accustomed to pray for 
Buccess for the arms of their country. So on our national festivals 
we are accustomed to thank God that he enabled our fathers to 
overcome their enemies. Wliat is harah, therefore, in prayers of 
this kind, is incidental to a state of nar&i-e. This explanation 
will also apply to the psalms composed by David during hia perse- 
cution by Saul. These prayers should never be used by private 
Christians with respect to personal enemies 

II. Another consideration is, that these piajeis aie expicsscd 
in the strong language of poetry, and that some ol the paiticukr 
thoughts and expressions, which are connectLd wjtt the general 
subject of the prayer, result from an effort for poetic embeliiih- 
ment and effect, ratiier than from vjndictiveness of feeling 

IIL The imprecations which ire not included m the classes 
above mentioned are extremely few. I shall not undertake to 
reconcile a part of Ps. Ixix., eix , and cxxivii , with the general 
spirit of even the Jewish religion, and far less ti ith the «pirit of 
Him who said, "Forgive, and je ahall be fuignen," ind who 
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spent Hs last breath in prayer for Ms murderers, — " Father, for- 
gi-ve them, for they know not what they do." 

But is it strange that a human soul should be embittered by 
persecution so as opcasionally to utter a sentiment inconsistent 
with the religion whiUi it professes ; that one, who had even 
spared the life of his deadly enemy when entirely in his power, 
should, under circnmstances of great proTocatioii, express personal 
fuelings inconsistent with his own general character, and wilh the 
spirit of his religion P Why should not the language of David, 
as well as his conduct, be somotimcs inconsistent with what is 
right? It must be remembered, too, that, in the Jewish religion, 
the duty of forgiveness had been less insisted on, because the age 
was not prepared to comprehend it. The law was our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ There are no imaginable circum- 
stances in whith Chnitaans would be justifiable in using the 
language of the p'lalms above referred to, or sunilar language, 
in their addieaoes to the Giod and Father of our Lord Jcsua 
Christ. 

A writer in the \ndover " Bibliotheca Sacra"* has undertaken, 
if we understind him, (o mimtain the absolute rectitude of all 
these imprecations, and their immediate inspiration by the Deity. 
But if this be so, then are Christian ministers in general very 
deficient in their duty, and there is for too iittie cursing in Chris- 
ti^i pulpits. If the psalms in ipiestion are consistent with abso- 
lote rectitude, then our Saviour's precept to "bless Ihem that 
curse us, and Co pray for them that despitefully use us," cannot 
be ; unless, indeed, to prayybi" oar enemies be to pray that " ini- 
quity may be added to their ihiquity," " that they may be blotted 
out of the book of the living," " that tbere may be none to show 
them compassion, and none to pity their fatherless children," 
and that " lieir little ones may be taken and dashed against the 

It was not, I suppose, a want of common sense or of ChrlstiaTi 
feeling, but adherence to an unfounded theory of inspiration, that 
led the writer in the "Bibliotheca Sacra" to maintain a view 
apparently so inconsistent, not only with the precepts and "spirit of 
Christ, but with tiie general feelings of the Christian Church, 
• Vol. i. p. 102. 
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For the attflmpt to explain the imprecations of the Paalma as fiini- 
ple predictions, which has been made by interpreters from the 
time of Augustine* to the present day, shows the uneongeniality 
of such imprecationa with the feelings of Christians. A recent 
Orthodox oommentattir on the Paahns, well known by some of 
his writings whieh have been translated in this country, adopts 
substantially (he Tiew which I have given of the subject. Having 
suggested every excuse for these imprecations of which the case 
admits, and especially having suggested whether some of tln'ra 
may not have been uttered as disinterested prayers for simple di- 
vine retribution, rather than as expressions of personal feeling and 
passion, he says : " If now the question be asked, whether in no 
case the unholy fire of personal anger mingled itself with the holy 
fire of the psalmiet, we dare not maintain such a thing even of 
the apostles, t Whether in excited speech the anger be such as 
'workcth not the righteousness of God,' J or such as that with 
which Clirist himself was animated, § may generally be kaown 
from the nature of the case ; namely, when there is an evident 
satisfaction in being permitted to be the instrument of divine retri- 
bution, or when particular kinds of retribution are prayed for with 
evident pleasure, or when it is manifest that the representation 
of them is connected with delight on the part of the speaker. 
Thus Ps. cix. and lix. contain many expressions of a passionate 
character: Ps. cxiix. 7, 8; cxxxvii. 8,9; Iviii. 10; andxli. 10, may 
also have proceeded from a similar feeling. On other passages 
individual feeling may decide differently." || 

For all that is pure and wholesome in religion and morality, 
and adapted to promote peace and good-will among men, one 
would be glad to adduce aU possible authority. But tie solicitude 
to obtain a divine sanction for hating and cursing even enemies 
would be truly marvellous, did wo not know to what extremes 
good men arc sometimes led by attoctment to theory. 



^ Mark iii. S. 

II Tholnck's Ueljersetznng mid Auslegnng der Psalmen, Halte, 1 
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n. Authors of the PaALMs. 

The opinion has long since been exploded, ibat David wa£ the 
sole author of the Psalms. For the contents of some of them 
prove fJiat fliey were written during the captivity at Babylon . 

According to the Hebrew iiiscriplions, which are translated In the 
Common version of the Scriptures, and which form the Italic titles 
in the following translation, the authors of the Psalms are Moses, 
David, Solomon, Asaph, Heman, Ethan, and the sons of Korah. 

But great uncertdnly rests on these inacripUons, because sev- 
eral of them are inconsistent with the contents of the psalms to 
which they are prefixed. It is, mdeed, not improbable that the 
name of the author was originally prefixed to his composition by 
his own hand. This is said to have been the practice of the 
■Oriental poets from a very remote age, as it certainly was of 
Boveval of the Hebrew prophets. If this were the case with re- 
spect to the Psalms, it is probable that many of the titles were 
lost in consequence of the use made of them in public worship, 
and that their place was afterwards partially supphed by uncer- 
tain tradition or mere conjecture. What is certain is, that many 
of the inscriptions Are at undeniable variance wili the contents of 
the psalms to which they are prefixed ; and this fact tends to 
throw discredit on those with which the tenor of the composition 
sufficiently agrees. In the Septuagint and Syriac versions, the 
titles in many instances vary from the Hebrew. 

To Datid the Hebrew titles ascribe seventy-three psalins, — 
according to some editions, seventy-four. Of these, many contain 
positive internal evidence of the accuracy of their titles. From his 
fanic as a player upon the harp when he was invited U> play be- 
fore Saul, from his appellation of "the sweet psalmist of Israel," 
und from the tradition of antiquity, there can be no doubt that he 
was the author of most of those which are ascribed to him, and of 
Bome which have no title. But several of the psalms which bear 
David's name cannot be his, as they contain allusions to the Baby- 
Ionian captivity, and similar events belon^ng to a later age, 
besides occasional Chaldaisme. 
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"The inscriptions indicating the authorahip of David," saya 
Eicthora, "cannot be all right; not, however, on account of the 
greatnesa of the number ascribed to hira. Who knows not, that, 
as a shepherd and ia a privftt* station, David knew no truer friend 
than his harp ; and diat, when a king, he gloried in his Eong9 
more than in hia erownP The vrhole course of his life, whether 
joyous or sorrowful, he introduced into his compositjona. Who, 
then, can be surprised at the number of psalms of lamentation 
■which come under his name P Who ever suffered more, or more 
■variously,- or more undeservedly, than David P From the con- 
dition of a shepherd he raised himself to the throne. Through 
what hosts of enviera and enemies must he have pressed before he 
reached it ! More than once was he obliged to flee from the jave- 
lin of Saul with his harp in his hand ; what wonder, then, that it 
sounded his terrors ? How often was he compelled to rove through 
tbs wilderness to avoid the persecution of one who should have 
loved and protected him, as a member of his house and auocesaor 
to hia throne ! And when these dangers were past, long was it 
before the dangers of his life were past, Ishbosheth contended 
with hira as a rival aspirant for the throne ; and, until the whole 
royal family was extinct, he never felt himself at rest. Then he 
engaged, witii various success, in war with the neighboring kings, 
from Egypt to the Euphrates ; and at last, after so many victories, 
he was destined to find his most dangerous enemy in the person 
of his own son, the rebellious Absalom. Amid so many and 
bitter calamities, the number of his poetic sighs and lameutations 
is not a matter of surprise. Besides, is it at all probable that the 
brief chronicles of the Hebrews make us acqudnted with all his 
domestic afllictions through the whole course of his life? These, 
however, are not less hard to be borne than public calamities," * 

The characteristics of David's poetry are said, by the same dis- 
tinguished critic, to be loveliness and deep feehng. With him 
agrees so good a judge of poetry as the author of " The Pleasures 
of Hope." "Hia traits of inspiration are lovely and touching, 
rather than daring and astonishing. His voice, as a worshipper, 
has a penetrating accent of human sensibiUty, varj'ing from plain- 
tive melancholy to bixuriant gladness, and even rising to ecstatio 
• Einloitung in das Alte Test., § 633, 
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rapture. In grief, 'hiaheartismeltedlike was, and deep answera 
to deep, whilst the waters of affliction pass over tiim ;' or his soul is 
led to the green pastures by the quiet waters, or hia religious con- 
fldcnce pours forth the metaphors of a warrior, in rich and exulting 
sueceasion. ' The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my de- 
liverer, — my God, my strength, in whom I will trust, — my buck- 
ler, and the horn of tay salvation, and my high tower,' Some of 
the sacred vrriters may excite the imagination more powerfully 
than David, but none of them appeal more interestingly to thp 
heart. Nor is it in tragic ao much as in joyous expression, that 
I conceive the power of hia genius to consist. Ita most inspired 
aspect appears to present itself, when he looks abroad upon the 
universe with the eye of a poet, and with the breast of a glad and 
grateful worahipper. When he looks up to the starry firmament, 
his soul aaaimilates to the splendor and serenity which he contem- 
plates- This lofty but bland spirit of devotion reigns in the eighth 
and in the nineteenth psalm. Bat, above all, it expands itself in 
the hundred and fourth into a minute and diversified picture of the 
creation. Verse after verse in that psalm leads on the mind 
through the various objects of nature as through a mighty land- 
scape ; and the atmosphere of the scene is colored, not with a dim 
or mystic, but with a clear and warm, light of religious feeling. 
He spreads his sympathies over the face of the world, and rejoices 
in the power and goodness of its protecting Deity The impres 
Bion of (hat exquisite ode dilates tiie heart with i pleasure too 
instinctive and simple to be described 

To Moses only one psalm is ascribed namelj the mnetieth 
In this beaitifiil elegy there is nothing absolutely inconsistent 
with the supposition that he was the author of it Most crit <.s 
however have supposed it to savor of a latLr a^e Grotius le- 
inarks that it wa"! not composed 1 y h m Vut adaptel bj the 
aufhoi to the cueumstances ind feel ngs of Moses contain ig 
sentunents which he might have expie'iied The vniteiB of the 
Talmud ascribe the l*!n psalms following the ninetieth to Mose« 
but they do this upon the wholly unfounded supj osition that 
Ibohc p&aloiH Tih th haie no title are to bo attnluted t> the au 
thor whose name occurs in (he next piece iing title Ihe nineti 
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nintii certainly could not haye been written by him, Enice iE con- 
tjiiiis the name of tlie prophet Samuel, who was not born tJU 
nearly thi'ee hundi-ed years after the death of Moses. 

Twelve psalms, namely, Ps. I. and Ixiiii.-lxxxiiL, are ascribed 
to Asaph, a celebrated Levite, and chief of the choirs of Israel In 
the time of David (1 Chron. xvi, 4, 5). Tbathe was a poet, and 
composed aa well as sung, is evident from 2 Chron. xxix. 30 ; 
" Moreover Hezekiah tlie king and the princes commanded the Le- 
vites to sing praise unto the Lord with the words of David, and of 
Aaaph the seer." Bat he could have been the author of but a 
Email portion of these twelve psalms, Ps. Ixxiv.; Ixxvli., Ixxix., 
Isaac., indisputably belong to Uie times of the captivity ; and sev- 
itral of the rest have witli good reason been referred to the same 
period. They may, howe e hive been wi tten by a later poet 
of the same name. EiUihorn I osenmulle lud De Wette are of 
opinion, that, of all the psalms asci bed to Asaph, the contem- 
porary of David, only the fift eth b dec led!y his. This, how- 
ever, is enough to place h n m t! e number of poets of the very 
first order. It is marked by a deeper vein of tl ought and a loftier 
tone of sentiinent than any of the compositiona of David. In 
As^h, the poet and the philosopher are combined. " He was," 
says Eichhom, " one of those ancient wise men who felt the in- 
sufficiency of external religious usages, and urged the necessity of 
cultivating virtue and purity of mind." It may well be asserted 
of him, as of the scribe in the New Testament, who said that for 
a man to love God with all the heart, and with aJl the understand- 
ing, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love 
his neighbor as himself, was more than all the whole burnt-offer- 
ings and sacrifices, — tiat hewasnotfarfromffteMngdomo/God. 

Eleven paalma, the forty-second and forty-third being supposed 
to be one psalm, — namely, Ps. xlii.-xlix., aad Ixxxiv., Lxssv., 
Ixxxvii., and Ixxxviii., — are ascribed to the sons of Koeah, a 
Levitical family of singers (1 Chron. vi.). In consequence of the 
ambigui^ of the Hebrew preposition, it liaa been doubted whether 
the inscription is intended to designatethcmas the authors of these 
psalms, or only as the mniiicians who were to perform them in the 
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temple. The preposition, however, is the same that denotes an- 
tliorship in the case of those paalms whicli are ascribed to David. 
Heman the Ezi-ah'ite, wliose name ocfura in tlie title of one of 
these psalms, may have been one of the sons or descendants of 
Korali ; or the mention of him in the inscription may have arisen 
from the amalgamation of contradictory titles. The titles were 
probably giveu them by some one who had learned from tradition, 
that they were the productions of the sons of Korah, bnt had not 
been informed of flie names of their respeetive authors. It Is 
probable t.liat only a few of the most distinguished sons of Korah 
were eoncemed In tiieir production. Whatever may be the true 
explanation of their inacriptiona, it is almost universally conceded 
that the psalms in question were not written by David, In style 
they dificr materially from his. Wlioever was their author, they 
are not unworthy of Asaph. No psalms in the ■whole collectiou 
possess a more permanent interest. None indicat* a richer ima- 
gination or a more powerful inspiration. None breathe a bolder, 
freer spirit of enthaeiasm, or contain more sublime and affecting 
sentiments. Most of them, especially Ps.xlii., xlvi., and Ixixiv., 
belong to that order of compositions, which, having once passed 
through the mind, are never forgotten ; and which are most re- 
membered in seaaona when much that paasea for poetiy, being 
■neighed in the balance, ia found lighter than vanity. 

In the Hebrew tities, the eighty-eighth psalm ia ascribed to 
IIeman, and the eighty-ninth to Ethan, both called Ezrahites. 
The pprsona intended were, piobibly, Levitieal singers in the 
time of David, — mentioned w 1 Chron. vi. 33, 44. But there can 
be littie doubt that lie titles are wrong, and that these psalms 
belong to a later age than that of David. 

To Solomon only two of the psalms are inscribed, namely, the 
seventy-second and one hundred twenty-seventh. But these could 
scarcely have been written by him. It has been suggested, that 
his name was prefixed to the latter, merely because the first Tej?se 
mentions the building of a limme, which the author of the tifle 
supposed to refer to the temple. Of the seventy-second he seema 
to be the subject, rather than the author. It is not improbable. 
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however, tliat some of the p 
in I Kings iv, 32, he is e« 



The remaining fifty-one psalms have, in the Hebrew, no titlee 
indicating their authors. And, from what has been said of the 
Hebrew inscriptions, it followa that the authors of more than half 
of the psalms are unknown to as. Aa to the inscriptions which 
are added in the ancient versions, they are evidently the eonjee- 
tares of ecjitors and copyists. Modern interpreters, also, have 
exerdsed their sagacity in assigning authors to the anonymous 
psalms. Some suppose that many of them belong to the age of 
the Maccabees. I see no improbability in the supposition that 
some of ihem did. The book of Daniel was added to the canon 
after that time; and, in all ages, religious poets are impelled to 
express their feelings in hymns. But I have not thought it 
allowable to indulge in, or to follow, mere conjectures. 



III. Titles op the Psaims. 

Besides the names of the authors, some of the titles indicate the 
species of the composition ; some, the occasion and subject of it ; 
some refer to the leader of the chou- of singers ; some, to the 
musical instrument to be used ; and some, to the tmie to which the 
psalm was to be sung. Respecting the origin and antir[uity of 
these titles, the opinion of Rosenmiiller is as plausible as any that 
has been offered 

I lo It not that all the psaln a on e h 1 a ti le n a n n^ the 
na e of the author in 1 n so ne nat n a e oc i n of the 
comi OB t on as wis the stom of the Ar b c Sy i and He- 
Irew poe But those titles wh h relate to the i or (he 

n..trument to wh oh the psilm was to be sun appeir to have 
proceeded f o n those who at vano s j r ods mi e use of the 
psalms fo publ worahii Tht> n " Sam ix which con 
teins the e ghteentl psilm there s n the t le o n en on of the 
leader of the m The use of the psalms pull c vorship 

affords a reason lor the mutilation or loss of the more ancient in« 
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Bcriptions, wliicli mentioned the name of tlie author and the occa- 
sion and subject of tlie paalin. Those who collec'ted the psalms 
at different periods undertook to supply the deficiency of titles 
from fieir own judgment or fancy, without a dae regard to manu- 
scripts, or to the tenor of the psalm. Not a few seem to have 
been added by commentators, copyists, and even readeva. This 
is proved by the Greek, Syriao, Arabic, Latin, and even by some 
Hebrew manuscripts. In many cases, probably, a eoujeeturo, 
placed by a reader in the margin of a manuscript, was in course 
of time introdnced into the test. Hence it may be seen how it 
happens that many of the paaJms are at vaiiance with their titles, 
and could not hare been written by the author to whom they are 
assigned. We conclude, therefore, that all the Hebrew titles are . 
not to be rashly rejected, nor indiscriminately received. But, with 
the help of sound critidsm and interpretiition. we must distinguish 
those which were given by lie poet from those which were added 
by a later hand." 

To indicate the species of composition with respect to tlio senti- 
ment, the metre, or the music to wliich it was adapted, Oie He- 
brew terms Mismor, SMr, Shia^Mismor, Mismor-SJdr, Maaehil, 
Micktam, BMggcdon, and SMr-Hammach(Aoth are used. 

With the exception of the last term, it is doubtful whether it 
can be ascertained in what respects these titles differ, and still 
more doubtfiil, whether there are words in English to express 
their difference. What is certain is, that they all denote a spe- 
cies of psalm, with respect to the sentiment, the measure, or the 
music, I have thought it better to translate all of them by 
the next generic term which is applicable to all of them, ratlicr 
than to puzzle the English reader with the Hebrew terms Mich- 
tarn and MaschU, or the barbarous English psalm-song or song- 
psalm* 

The tide MaschU is very probably derived from tlie verb signi- 
fying io be iDise, and hence translated by some crifjos a didactic 
psalm. It occurs as the title of thirteen psalms. But several of 
those to which it is prefixed have not the character commonly 
understood by didactic, and it is not prefixed to some that Lava 
* See Dr. Goddoa'a Version. 



moi.Google 



INTEODUCTION. 29 

that cliaracfer. Tlias it is prefixed to Pa. Iv., Ixxxviii., and cslii., 
and not to tLe fiftieth. 

Mic/dam is eometiniea translated golden, but it is difficult to per- 
ceive any peculiar excellence in the sis paahua — namely, Ps, xvi., 
Ivi., Ivii., Iviii., lix., Is. — to which it is prefixed, which should 
gain for them the distinguished epithet of golden. According to 
modem taste, there are many others far more deserving ol this 
appellation. The same objection may be made to the suppoaitioD 
tliat they derive their appellation from Ih b n hung p a the 
temple in golden letters, like the Moalla at n the t pie t 
Mecca. Besides that there is no evide ce of h a H b w 
cuEtom, what is there in these six psalm whi h hould e th n 
such a distinction above the restP On the wh 1 ll e b ms 
to be no more probable derivation of th d ti an that wh h 

makes it denote vrniing, that is, compositton, psalni ; OPDM, by 
a change of the labials & and 3 being written for 3Fi3tt, which 
occurs in lea. xxxviii. 9, in the titie of a song. 

The hundred and forty-fifth is called Tehillah, " Praise ; " and so 
excellent was this psalm always accounted by the Jews, that the 
title of the whole book of Psalms, SepMr TehilUm, " The Book 
of Praises," was taken from it. The Jews used to say, "He 
cannot fail of being an inhabitant of the heavenly Canaan, who 
repeats this psalm three tunes a day." 

Some sappose SJiiggaion to denote a song of lamentation. But 
this is very uncertain. 

Fifteen psalma, exx.-cxxxiv., are entitled Shir-HammacJialoih, 
literally, Song of steps or of ascents ; in the common version, 
'Bong of degrees. By some they are termed Odes of ascension, 
or FUgrim songs, and are supposed to have derived their name 
from the eircumsfance, that tliey were sung when the people 
went up to worship in Jerusalem, at the annual fe&tivala. 2b gn 
vp to Jerusalem was a common expression with reference to jour- 
neys to the metropolis. Thus, our Saviour says, "Behold, we go 
up to Jerusalem." It is supposed that they travelled in the 
Oriental manner, not single, but in companies, and clianted these 
psalms by the way. Ps. aax. and exxiii., however, do not seem 
suitable for such an occasion. 

Others suppose tLem to refer to the retura from the captivity. 
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that return being Btyled an ascent or going up (Ez. vii. 0). 
To this Bupposition it is objected, tba^ Ps. cxxii. 1 speaks of 
going up to tlie liOQSe of tlie Lord, which of course was in rains 
when they were returning from the oaptiyitj. 

Others suppose the term sf^s to refer to a peculiarity in the 
structure of some of these psalms, according to which a sentiment 
or expression of the preceding verse is introduced and carried for- 
ward in the next, so that there sliaU be a sort o! climax, or ascmd- 
ing series of similar sentiments. Thus, Pb. cxxi. ; — 

" I lift np mine ayes to the hiiia : 
Wlieuee cometh lay ke^ f 
My help cometh teoio Jeliovah, 
Wlio made heaven and earth- 
He wiiJ not Buffer thy foot to Btombie, 
Thy giiaiiiian doth not ilumier. 
Behoid I the ffoariS/m qf Israel 
Doth neitlier ilmibei- nor sle^," &c 

But this peculiarity is found in oniy a few of the psalms to wHcli 
tlie title is prefixed . 

Michaelis has intimated, that the word sieps may have reference 
to a particular species of metre, and denote something like feel 
in English. He refers to the poetiy of tJie Syrians, in which one 
species is distinguished by the term denoting st^s. But what the 
metre is, cannot be ascertained. 

Luther, Hammond, and others suppose the word to be a mu- 
sical term, denoting that tliese psalms are to be sung in a higlier 

Other parte of the titles denote the air or tune to wMoh the 
psahn is to be sung, by referring to the first words or to the name 
of psalms which are now lost. See Ps. Ivii., Iviii., lis. Others 
relate to the instruments of music, the choir of singers, and the 
leader, as may be understood from the translation and the notes. 

In this connection we anay say a word of the term Selak. 
Its signification is extremely doubtful. But its use is very gener- 
ally admitted to have been tliat of a musical sign for the direction 
of the singers. But whether it denotes a. pause, or slowness of 
time, or a change of tune, or a repeat, equivalent to the Italian 
J)a capo, or a rest for the vocal performers, whilst the n 
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■wore alone to be heard, critica are diyided in. opinion, Tlie last 
seoms the most probable opinion, nanselj, that the term denotes 
silence! otpausei and tliat its use was to direct tlie singei-s who 
chanted the notes of the psa]m to pmise a little, while the instru- 
ments played an interlude or symphony. The meaning of other 
titles is given in the Translation, 



rV. Tni; Collection c 



The psalnia appear to have been collected at different times and 
by different persons. Tliis is manifest from the division into five 
books; which is eert^nly ae ancient us the Septuagint version. 
For this version eontiuna the dosologies wliich are placed at the 
end of the first four books, Pa. xli. 13, Ixxii. 18-20, Ixxxix. 52, 
cvi. 48. The cause of thia division, says Jahn, may be gatliered 
&om the character of the psalms contained in es.c\i book. Almost 
all the psalms of tlie firat book are the ivork of David, In the 
second, there are twenty-two of David, one of Asaph, and eight 
anonymous, ascribed to tlie Koriuhites. The third contiuns one, 
the eiglity-sixth, ascribed to David, and (Ms doubtful ; the re- 
mainder are partly Asaph's, partly the work of an uncertiun 
author, and partly anonymous. Two only in the fourth book are 
ascribed to David, and one, tlie ninetieth, to Moses ; the others 
being anonymous. In the fifth, fifteen are assigned to David, one 
is ascribed conjecturally to Solomon., and the rest are anonymous. 
These five books of the Psalms, therefore, are evidently so many 
different collections, following each other in the order in mhidi 
they were made. The first person who began the collection put 
together the psalms of David ; the second, those psalms of David 
which it was still in his power to glean, admitting a few others ; 
the third had no psalms of David in view, and when he wished to 
Join his own collection to the former, he added the note at the end 
of (he second book, "Here end the psalms of David, the son of 
Jesse" (Ixxii, 20). The fourth collected anonymons psalms, and 
(herefore his book exhibits only one of Moses, file ninetieth ; and 
two of David, the hundred and first and the hundred and thii-d, 
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llio latter of which, however, is certainly not his. The last made 
a collection of wbateyer sacred poems he couid gather: he has, 
therefore, fifteen of Dayid, and thirty anoaymeus. This view of 
the subject readily accounts for the fact, that some psalms con- 
tained in an earljw collection again occur in a later, as the four- 
teenth and fifty-third, the fifty-seventh and hundred and eighth. 

The age and the authors of these collections it is impossible to 
astei-tain. But, as in the first collection, as well as in the rest, 
tliere are some psalms which appear to have been written during 
the captivity, we may conclude that no one of them was made till 
the tims of the captivity. Some of the others must have been 
made at different times after the return from Babylon. The last 
two boobs are supposed by scTeral critics of eminence to contain 
psalms referring even to the times of the Maccabees. 

"Wemust," says DeWette,* " suppose tiat the collection of 
the Pealms was made gradually. There is a prevailing want 
of order in it ; pieces of like character are not brought together ; 
songs of David are found scattered in all the five books ; those 
of Asaph are separated as widely from each other as tiiose of the 
Eorahites, &c. But agmi, in the midst of this disorder, -we 
remark a certain order : the majority of David's psalms stand 
.together. Pa. iii.-sli. It is so also with the songs of the Korah- 
ites, of Asaph, and lie songs of degrees ; a circumstance which 
evinees that they have been brought together from many separate 
collections. In this view, we may also account for the fact, that 
one psahn occurs twice. Ps. xiv. is the same with Ps. liii. But 
less satisfactorily does this account for the recurrence of separate 
portions of psalms, as in tlie c»se of Ps. Isx. and Pa. cviii. 

" It is as little possible for us to know who were the authors of 
(he several particular collections, as who was the compiler of the 
whole. It cannot be true, as many suppose, that David himself 
prepared the first collection ; because among the first psalms there 
appear several of an altogether later date, as Vs. xiv., xliv., xIt., 
xlvi., xlviii. Besides, David would hardly have given himself 
the honorable appellation of " servant of Jehovah," which is 
annexed to hb name in two of the titles, Ps. xviii., xxxvi. Even 
Carpzov looked upon the first collection as a private undertalting.* 
• As tmnElatta ia Uio " BibUeal Btpository '' for 1833, p, Ifii. 
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Tlie age of these collections may Lp diteiiamed with gieiter 
certainty. Tlie first two (Pa. i.— Isxii ) cannot hive been com- 
pleted until after the captivity, since pieces are found in them 
which belong to the period of the captiTity (Ps. siv., xliv,, xlv.) ; 
but tlie collectjon of the whole was ceri^^nly not finished until a 
considerable time afterwards, though it must have been completed 
before the translation of Jesus Sirac, 130 B.C., — as early as 
which the collection of Psalma was probably translated into Greek. 
As it respects the design of the collection of the psalms, it may 
be remarked, that they who suppose it was made in behalf of the 
musical service of the («mple entertain too limited views of 
the object ;f besidea that this supposition is iiTOCOncilable with the 
fact of its having probably ori^nated from private collections, A 
religious use, however, waa undoubtedly the aim by which the 
collectors were guided, at least in general. Ps. j:1v., which is so 
entirely secular, must be considered as an accidental exception, 
unless we are indebted for its inaertion to the allegorical method 
of interpretation, which may also have been the means of pre- 
serving from destrucljon the Song of Solomon. 

" In the mode of dividing and numbering the several psalms, 
the Hebrew manaseripta, and the Seventy and Vulgate, occasion- 
ally differ from tlie printed Hebrew t«xt. In many manuscripts, 
the first paalm is numbered with the second, and, in like man- 
ner, the forty-second with (he forty-third, and the one hundred 
and sisteenth with the one hundred and seventeenth. On the 
other hand, a new psalm h commenced with Ps. cxviii. 5 ; indeed, 
Ps, cxviii. is divided in some manuscripts into three psahna. The 
Seventy also formerly numbered the first psalm with the second ; 
and they atill difier, in common with the Vulgate, from the ordinary 
method of enumeration, after the tenth psalm ; inasmuch as Uiey 
join together psalms ninth and tenth, and thus fall one number or 
psalm behind the Hebrew text, as far as to the one hundred and 
forty-seventh psalm, which diey separate into two, and thus return 
back once more to the old enumeration. They also unite Ps. 
cxiv. with Ps, cxv., but immediately afterwards divide Pa. cxvi. 
into two, so that this difference is cancelled on the spot. It is 
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necessary to be acquainted wifh this different mode of numbering, 
because the Fathers quote by it. The Seventy have besides an 
apocryphal psalm (oli.) on the victory of David over Goliah." 



In order that the Psahna may be understood in the fulneaa of 
their meaning, beauty, and spirit, the moat important directions 
to an English reader are theae three : — 

1. Gain some knowledge of Jewish antiquities. Be so familiar 
■with the history, the manners and customs, the dimate and sce- 
nery, and the modes of thinking and feeling, of tlie Hebi-ews, that 
you may receiye such impressions from the saored poetry as would 
be received by an enlightened inhabitant of ancient Jeruaalwn. 
" It is not enough," aays Bishop Lowth, " to be acquainted nitli 
tlie language of this people, tlieir inanners, diacipline, ritea, and 
ceremoniea ; we must even investigate their inmost sentjmenta, 
tlie manner and connection of their thoughts ; in one ivord, we 
must see all things with tlieir eyes, estimate all tilings by their 
opinions. We must endeavor as much as poasible to read Hebrew 
as tie Hebrews would have read it." For fbis object, they who 
have less taste for tJie simple and iraraetliodical nan'ative of 
the sacred historians may be referred to the more elaborate, but 
populai- and interesting, "History of the Jews" byMihoan. For 
consultation, every one who wishes to understand liia Bible should 
own Jahn'B "Biblical Archjeology," which has been translated In 
this country. 

2 In ad I't' ntoag Ik wlleftleJ 'b history and 

an quit t fgatuta tnthubji the occasion, 
and the auth of th p aln It t th t th e points can 
aa ly b di> ■ed th anj 1 rabl d gi of certainty. 

Many f the ai t n prehi d t t! p aim m tins translation 
mu tberega d d nth Ight fth nj tu es. Assuch, 

Iw tJe jl Idausfull^nybe more able 

to compreliend the sentiment and fuel the spirit of a psalm, if we 
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onh asoisii to it an occasion aimikr to tliat for which, it was com- 
jiuscd. At bust, however, as has been remarked by Bishop 
Lowth, "much of the harmony, propriety, and elegance of the 
sacred poetry must pass miperceived by us, who can only fovni 
distant conjectures of the general design, but are totally ignorant 
of the particular application." The following remarks of Mi- 
chaelis are also highly deserving of consideration: "There ars 
some," fcaya he, " who undertake to explain tie psalms from t':e 
historical parts of Scripture, as if every occurrence were known 
to them, and as if nothing had occuiTed during the roigu of 
David which waa not committed to writing. This, however, 
considering the extreme brevity of the sacred history, and tlie 
number and magnitude of the facts which it relates, must of 
course be very far from the trutii. The eauaes and motives of 
many wars are not at all adverted to ; the battles that are related 
are few, and those the principid. Who can doubt, though ever so 
inexperienced in military afFaira, that many things occurred, which 
are not mentioned, betiveen the desertion of Jerusalem by David, 
and that famous battle which extinguished lie rebellion of Alisa- 
lomP They who wiU not allow that they are ignorant of a great 
part of the Jewish history will be apt to ejfpltun more of the 
psalms upon the same principle, and as relating to the same facts, 
than they ought ; whence the poetry will appear tame and lan- 
guid, abounding in moi'da, but vdth little variety of deswiption or 



those historical passages which thoy do not understand n to 
prophecies Into none of these enora would mankmd Hie 
fallen but l3nough the persuasion thit the whole histon of the 
Jews was minutelv detailed to them and that theie were no in 
cumstances with which thej were unac piflinted 

3. It Is of the utmo'it consequence to attcnl to the cha artt 
istica of the linguage ai d stn etiiie of Hebrew poetrj In ordtr 
to avoid important triois the reader of Hebrew poetiy must 
especially keep in mind one of ita leiture*" b* which it is d fc 
tinguislicd fiom the j letii of the We'^t in w ill — namch ts 
boldness i tl ubc ol t^u i c i d m fijh cil Hi "■ 
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Many mistakes Lave arisen from interpreting the language of 
Eastern hyperbole in too strict a sense. As an instance of tiie 
kind of langnage te which I refer, I may mention the eighteenth 
psalm, from verse ninth to the eighteenth. The simplo fact, that 
Grod aided David and the Israelites in battle, is the foundation of 
tliis magnificent description. The Supreme Being is represented 
as interposing in the midst of a tempest, and the tempest itself is 
described in language extremely hyperbolical. Compare Hab. 
iii. 3, &c. 

As an. instance of error arising from the neglect of this charac- 
teristic of Hebrew poetry, it may be mentioned that several 
lettmed critics have gravely undertaken t» explain what habita- 
tion David could provide for Jehovah in a single day ; that is, 
before he literally " gave sleep to his eyes, or slumber to his eye- 
lids." From inattention to the same thing, Ps. li. 6 has been made 
to convey a meaning at war with the attributes of God, with com- 
moa sense, and with other portions of the sacred volume. 

In regard to the construction of Hebrew poetry, so far as 
gvantity is concerned, we are entirely ignorant. It is true, that 
now. and then a scholar has arisen, who thougbt he could perceive 
the measures of Greek and I^ian verae in the prodnclions of the 
Hebrew poets. Josephus, too, speaks of the trimeters and pen- 
tameters of David St Jerome also observes, " If any one doubt 
that the Hebrews employed wmilai measures to Ihose of Hor 
ace, Pindar, Alcieui and Sappho let him read Philo Josepl us 
Origeii, and Euseb us and fand bj their testin ony whether my 
assertion be tiue But the e'vra of a vast majority of He 
brew scholars have rot been able to detect anj such incisures m 
Hebrew poetry, nor to listinguish it fiom piose so Jar as mere 
sound or quantitj is conoeraed That m the ancient mode of 
pronouncing (he Hebiew language suth meaoures ex sted it is 
. not necessary Uj deny But, if the ears of ninetj nine in a 
hundred are to be trusted, it is impossible to discover them.* 

What is obvious in tie sacred poetry is a division into lines of 

• For a good view of this subject, see the " Introtliiction to De Wetta'g 
Cummenlnry on tlie Psalma," and the wocka to ■Rhich lie refers. A transla- 
tiofl of it luay be foiiiiil ill tlxe " Rihlkal Kfipositoiy " for July, 1S33. 
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nearly equal length, or containiug nearly the same nnmber of syl- 
lablea, two of ■roMoIi lines generally form a, verse, or complete a 
sentence. In several compositions, the initial letters of tte suc- 
cessive lines or stanzas follow tie order of the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. This is the case with seven of the psalms, 
fo]r chapiers of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and the last 
chapter of Proverbs, from the tenth vei-se to tJie end. 

But the most important feature in the construction of Hebrew 
vei-se ia as obvious in a translation as in the ori^nal. It is what 
may be called a rhi/tkia of sentiment. A period is divided into 
members, generally two, but sometimes more, which, as it were, 
balance each other by thought corresponding to thought in repe- 
tition, in ampliflcatjon, in reply, or in contrast. 

This featui-e of Hebrew poetry is called parallelism. The 
illustration of it constitutes the great merit of Dr. Lowth. A 
more com])Iete view of its varieties has been given by De Wette 
in his " Introduction to the Psalms," the greater part of which I 
shall transcribe.* 

But the examples I give, of course, in the language of my own 
Translation. 

The Hebrew rhythm — namely, the parallelism of members — is 
nothing more nor less than a rhythmical proportion, and that of 
the simplest sort, between the larger sections or members of a 
period; the smaller being neglected. Nothing is more simple 
tlian the symmetry, the proportion, between two parts of a whole : 
the proportion between several begins to require more ingenu- 
ity and ealculaljon. Thus, the relation between parallel lines 
ia the simplest that we can conceive to exist between different 
lines ; the triangle, the square, already begin to be more com- 
plex, and the circle is the most perfect of all figures. It might 
also be remarked, that every period consisting of two proposi- 
tions forms a whole, and suffices for a ftill expression of the voice 
and satislying of the ear ; while a single proposition is insufficient 
for either. The breast is still elevated, the ear continues to 
listen, and yet there is nothing move to be said, nothing more 
to be heard. In fact, the parallelism of members seems to be a 

" Sec the translation in " BibiiraJ Eepositoiy " for 1833, p. iH. and fbt 
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fundameatal law of rhythm. It obyiously lies at the foundation 
of the rhyme, where one verse is made to answer to the other. 
The more complicated forms of rhyme, in the stanza, aoiiDet, &c., 
were invented at a comparatively later period : but even in tliose 
tlie law of parallelism may still be detected ; at iea^t, the oUaoe 
rime and the sonnet naturally fall into two divisions, each answer- 
ing to the other * In like manner, the relation of the hexameter 
and pentameter is that of parallelism , and even tlie lyric strophes 
admit, perhaps, of being referred to the same form. The rela- 
tion of the strophe, antjstrophe, and epode, oa tlie contrary, 
already indicates the transposition of the parallelism to the more 
perfect form ot the triangle. 

But in what does the pwaUelism of members in the Hebrew 
poetry consist, and how is it indicated P Here we must forget all 
the demands which might be made by the delicate, musical ear of 
the Greeks, ho sensitive to the measure of time ; or by that of the 
modems, so partial to similitude of sound. Tlie Hebrew has 
neither the one nor the other. His riiytlim belonged more to the 
thought than to the outward form and sound ; and he therefore 
indicated his rhythmical divisions by the divisions of the thought, 
and the proportion of tlie rhythmical propositions by that of the 
subjeet-matter. 

The following circumstances contributed, perhaps, in some 
measure, to the formation of this rhytlim of thought. The He- 
brew, and whoever like him stands at that point of intollectnal 
cultivation where the mind is in a condition to seize only certain 
genera! and simple relations of things, is fond of presenting his 
ideas and feelings in short sentences: these sentences are con- 
nected with each other in a manner which possesses but little 
variety, usually according to tiie law of resemblance and contrast 
(a law which readily presents itself to the observing understand- 
ing), and for the most part only in couplets, because the combina- 
tion of several sentences implies already the notice of a greater 
variety of relations. This speaking in short sentences is still fur- 
ther favjrad by the impassioned tone of the speaker; for, in the 

■.t eight and .l.e 
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fulness and glow of inspiration and internal feeling, the words are 
Blow to adapt tliemselves to tlie thought, tie speaker atvngglea 
with language, and wreeta from it nolliing but single short exprus- 
sions. A peculiar fondness is manifested in this style of speaking- 
for tautology and comparison. There is a want of versatility and 
variety of expression, and yet thei'e is a wish to express one's 
self fully, and to present the subject in various points of light ; 
h th am thi g to p fed in jn ny i 
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" The earth is the Loi-d'a, and a]l that is Iheran ; 
The world, and they who inhabit iC 
For he hatli fonnded it npon the seas. 
And Bstabhshed it upon the floods." 

Pb. sxiv. 1, 2,— 

where each thought is twice expressed, and after each such 
repetition there is a pause. 

But the parallelism of members is of different kinds. In the 
first place, it differs according Ui the different laws of the associa- 
tion of thoughts.* The two principal Jaws of resemblance and 
contrast or antithesis produce the synonymoas and antUhHia 
parallelism, according to the terminology of Lowth; a third is 
founded simply upon a resemblance in the form of construction 
and progression of the thoughts, and this we may call with Lowth 
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tie synthetic paiaJIoIiBm. "With the sjnoaymoua paralleliam. be- 
longs also tiie idcniieal, or the repetitiun with suspense ; for 
example (Job xyiii. 13) : — 

" IBs laabu are conamnsd, 
Yea, bis limbs are devoured by the first-born of dtath." 

Under the tenn " synonymoua " is ineiuded also comparison, 
subordiiialJon, &c. But, as wc are tniicerned at present thiefly 
with the rhythmical form, we shall venture upon anotlivr classi- 
fication, and only retwn the logical arrangement in the miuor 
divisions. 

I. Thought is represented by words ; hence it will ftuc[uently 
happen, where there is a perfect resemblance or antitiiusis of 
thoughts, that the words will he equal, at least in their nuuibt-r ; 
and sometimes, on account of the similar consti-uction and posi- 
tion of the words, there will also be a certain resemblance 
of sound. This we may call the origi^iot, perfect kind of pai-al- 
lelism of members, whiuh cobddes with metre and rhyme, yet 
without being the same with them. Such is the kind of parallel- 
ism in which the song of Lamuoh is composed (Gen. iv. 2.S) . The 
translalion can present nothing more than tlie equality iu the 
number and position of the words : the rhyme muat be omitted ; — 

"Adah and Zillah, hear my voice 1 
Te wives of Lnmech, mark my speech I 
For I have slain a man for my wound, 



Here all is nearly equal, except the places marked with a dash, 
where the words must be supplied from the preceding member. 
Similar examples of rliyme occur in Ps. viii. 5 ; xxv. 4; Ixxxv. 11 ; 
cvi, 5." For more, see Schindlert and Leutwein, . 

■ The references are to the verses aa numbered iu (lie Hebrew Bible, in 
niich the inscriptions in the Psalms lo " Uie leader of Ihe muEue," Sec, are 
numbered as one verse ; and in which the numbering of other verses varies a 
little Irom that of the EnglLih version. 

t Tract, de Accent. Hebr., p. 81, seq. 
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Veraca aiinllar in tlieir termination, l)nt nnetjual in Ihe numLer 
of tlieir TTorda, and without esact paraJleliam of thought, occur 
in the following passage (Job s. 17) : — 



Equality in the numher of words, togetliei" ■with exact propor- 
tion of thought, is a case of frequent oceun-ence in Job ; for 
example (chap. vi. 5) : — 



Conip. cliap. vi. 23 ; viii. 2. 

We have an esample of equality in words, ^ 
thought (Ps. XX. 9): — 



Coinp. Isa. IxY. 13. 

Also in the synthetic parallelism, equality in the numljer of 
words sometimes occurs ; for example (Ps. xix. 8) : — 

iviving flia bouI; 

a, making wise the sinipla." 

For many examples of this case, in which the numher of words 
is equal, see Leutwein, p. 64, seq. 

n. But this external proportion of words is not the essential 
part of the parallelism of members. It may be adopted, it ia 
true, as a rule, that the number of words is about equal, espe- 
cially in certain boots, as the Proverbs of Solomon and Job ; but 
in the Psalms a great inequality prevails. This inequality is of 
different kinds, as follows : — 

1, The Hmple tmegwl parallelism, in which one of the mem- 
bers is too short, compared with the other; for example (Ps, 
Ixviii. 33) : — 

" Ye fcinsdoms of the earth, sing unto God ; 
Sing praises to the Lord." 
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This constniction (reqnently produces a grand effect; for 
example, Ps. xxxrii. 18, xlviii, 5; Job siv, 14, wliere the con- 
ciseness of expression adds in one case to the Tiyidnoss of the 
thought; in the other, to its emphasis. 

Yet in these examples the inequality seems to have arisen from 
tho brevity of the thought: it fell naturally into tliese words, and 
the poet let it pass. Hence, it is still not inconceivable that 
there might have been a metre. We also sometimes sacrifice 
metre to conciseness of thoaght, to emphasis, to a pause. 

2. But a stJll more frequent kind of unequal parallelism — viz., 
the complex — i t. t f thi pi t It nsiets in this, 

that either (aj th fi t m be (6) th d member, is 

composed of tw p p t n^ th t compl ember corre- 

sponds to a smipl Th ti t n whenever, in 

addition to the p m p 1 p rail h m f th ht other subordi- 
nate parallelism p ttlfttbptutli full flow of his 
thonghtB and feelings , hence we most frequently meet Tiith it in 
lively, impassioned passages. It occurs more rarely m the boos 
of Job, commonly in the speeolies of Job lumaelf which some 
times rise to tlie lofty lyric style ; but it is freq icntly to be met 
with in the Psalms. Hence there are alij Iffi_r nt km Is of 
parallelism, according to the logical conne t on of the proposi 

») The synonymous ; for example (Ps. xxxvi. 7) : — 

" Thy riglitBDusnesa is like tiie high 
Thy judgments are a great deopj 
Thou, Lord ! pi-eeei-veat man and beast. 
(Job X. I) ; — 

"I am weary of my life; 
I will let loose ivitbiii me my complaint; 
I will apeak m tke blttuncsa of my eouI.*' 

Comp. Job iii. 5, vii. 11 ; Ps. cxii. 10. 

a) The antithetic (Fs. xv. 4) : — 

" In whoBfl eyes a viie person i 

But who honoreth them that 

Who Bweareth to his own hu 

Comp. Job s. 15; Ps. xlix. 11. 
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a) Tlie synthetic (Ps. xv. 5) : — 

" He that lendeth not hia money for interest. 
And taketh not a biibe againat tiio innocent, — 
Ho tliat dooth. Ihiise things elia!l never M\." 

Comp. Job X. 17, XX. S6 ; Ps. xsii. 25, xiv. 7, xyiii. 31. 

3. Sometimes tlie simple member is disproportionably small, so 
that the inequality is still more striking ; for example (Ps , xl. 10) : 

" I have procliumed thy rightBOnsneas in the great congregation, 
Lo, I have not reafrained my lipa, 
OLord! Ihou knowcBt." 

Sometimes a coble effert is tlras produced; for example (Ps. 
xci.7):^ 

" A thousand shall faU by thy siie, 
And ten thousand at thy right hand ; 
But thee it shall not touch." 
Comp. Cant. yi. 4. 

Frequently there is a parallelism in each several proposition 
and member ; for example (Ps. Ixix. 21) ; — 

" Beproach hath broken my heart, and I am AiIl of heaviness ; 
I look for pity, but there is none i 
For oomibrferB, but find none." 

Here belongs also Ps. ixix. 5 : — 

" More numerous liian Ihe liaira of my Lead are they who hatj5 ma with- 
MigiiQ' are they who seelt to destroy me, being my enemies without 



4. Sometimes tlie complex member is increased to three or 
fonr propositions ; for example (Ps. i. 3) : — 

" He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
That bringetlt foitb its liruit in its season. 
Whose leaves also do not witherj 
All that he doeth shall prosper." 

Comp. Ps. Ixv. 10 ; Ixyiii. 31 ; Ixxxviii. 6. This form is particu- 
larly freqnent in the prophets, who, approaching, as they generally 
do, nearer to prose, often allow the paralblisra to flow almost 



5te=., Google 



44 INTRODUCTION. 

info a free, prosaJc diction. Members with three propositions 
occur in Amos i. 5, ii. 14 ; Mic. v, 4. Indeed, no losa tlian four 
prdpositJons sometimea form ono member, and ivitli a, grand 
eJfect ; for example (Amos iv. 13) ; — 

He dcdariitli to mau wliat is his thought ; 
He luaketh the morning darkness. 
And iraJkBth upon (he high places of the earth : 
Jehovali, God of HoBts, is iiis nama." 
S. Instead of the full Enbordinate paralleliam, we sometimea 
find only a short clause or supplement, for the most part in tlie 
second member ; for example (Ps. xsiii, 3) : — 
" He reviveth niy spirit; 
He leadeth me in the paths of safety, 
For his name's sake." 
Comp. Ps. y. 3; sxvii. 11, 12, &c. 

In these forms of paralleliam, &e proportion is apparently 
destroyed ; but it is not so, prOTided we suppose it to consEst, not 
in the number of the words and extent of the period, but in the 
thoughts. The relation between two thoughts remains essen- 
tially the sajne, (Jthoiigli one of them may be more fully devel- 
oped than the other. As it does not depend in the least upon the 
measure of the words, a considerable inequality in these maltes 
no difference. It were well if we could but always forget, what 
was unknown to tlie Hebrew, the rule which requires a measure 
of time in rhythm. 

III. Out of the parallelism which is rendered unequal by the 
complexity of one of the members, there arises, in the case of a 
still greater fulness of tliought, another, in which the equality ia 
restored by both members becoming complex. Here richness of 
matlsr is combined with perfect proportion of form. Tho modes 
of combination are again the same, and accordingly we meet with 
the same species of parallelism : — 

r) The synonymous; for example (Pa. xxxi. 11) : — 
" For my life is wasted with Borrow, 
And my years with sighuig ; 
My BQwigth failotli by reason of my affliction, 
And my bonoB are consumed on account of all my enemies " 
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Sometimes the mcmliers Laye an alternate correspondence ; for 
esaniple (Pa. xl, 17): — 

" But let all wiio seek Uiee 
Be glad and rejoice In th.ee ; 
Let those wlio lore thy protection 
Evecaay, — 'The Lord be praised.' " 

Comp. Ts, XX.XV. 26, xxx™. 14; Cant, v, 3; Ps. Ixxlx. 2j 
Mie. i. 4. 

S) Tiie aiilithotia ; fcr example (Ps. xxx. G) : — 
" Tor hia anger endureth bnC a moment, 
But his fiivor throngh lifoi 
In the evening sorrow may be a gueal, 
But joy Cometh in the morning." 
Comp. Ps, Iv. 22. 

SometJmea there is aa alternate eorrespaniience in the antitlie- 
g!9 (Ps.xHv. 3): — 

And plant om- fathers ; 

Thou didst destroy tbe nations, 

And cause our fathers to iioimsli." 
Comp. Isa. liv, 10, 

a) There are also instances of this douljie paraJlelism witli tho 
aynthetie structure ; for example (Caat. ii. 3) ; — 

" As the apple-tiee among the trees of the forest. 
So is my beloved among the sons; 
In his shaflow I love to sit down, 
And hia fruit is eweot to my taste." 

" As high as are the heavens above the earth. 
So great is his mercy to them that (<iei liim ; 

So t^ bath be removed our transgi'essions from us." 

Pa. eiii. 11, 13. 
This species of double parallelism, occurs with peculiar fre- 
quency in the prophets; comp. Am. 1. 2, iii. 4seq,, iv. 4 seq., ix. 
2 seq. ; Mic. i. 4 seq., iii. G seq. ; Nah. i. 1, ii. 1 seq. ; Hab. i. 13, 
16. Indeed, they were not satisfied with the latitude of this form, 
but gave to one of the members, or even to both, more than two 
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propositions, i 
iii. 17),- 

" For the fig-t™" shall not blossom, 

And there shall be no fhiit upon the vine; 

The proriuca of the olive shall Ibil, 

And the fields shall yield no food ; 

The flocks shall be out off from tie folds, 

And there Ehall be no herd in the aialls." 

Comp. Amos il. 9, v. 5, vii. 17 ; Mie. ii. 13, vii. 3 ; Ha,b. ii. 5, iii. 17. 

In the better poeta these Subordinate propositions are sliort ; in 

tbe other, long, which oceasionB a, sort of dragging ; for osample, 

Zeph. iii. 19, 20. 

Sometimes there are triplet parallelisms, both of the synony- 
mous and synthelJc class. Thus ; — 
" The floods, O Lord, lift up, 

The floods lift up their voice, 

The floods lift up their roaring [ 

MighKer Ih&o the voice of many waters. 

Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea, 

Is the Lord in his lotly habitation." 

" Thy thunder roared in the ivliivlwind ; 
Thy lightning illumined tho world ; 
The earth trembled and shook. 
Thy way was through the sea, 
And thy path through great waters, 
And (Iiy Ibotsteps eoitld not be found." 

Ps. btxvii. 18, Ifl. 

IV. But we should entertiun too narrow a riew of lie par- 
allelisni of members, if we supposed it to consist exclusively in 
tho proportion of the thoughts. For how could we dispose of the 
nujEorous passages where this is entirely wanting, — where the 
thoughts are found to correspond to each other neither by their 
resemblance, nor by antithesis, nor by synthesis ? The parallelism 
of members assumed further a simply external rkyfkmicdl form, 
snuh as rhyme is. Originally, and according to rule, it was ex- 
pressed in the matter; but next it left its impression as a distinct 
form, even where the matter did not correspond to it. The pro- 
portion grew habitual, and hence greater freedom and license in 
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the thoughto were sometimes tolerated; besides, the constant re- 
cnrrwiee of resemblance and autitheais would bave been tedious 
both to poet and bearer. This species of parallelism we shall call 
the rhythmical, because it consists simply in the form of the period. 
Examples of it occur in all the kinds.* 

1) With the number of the words nearly equal,- for example 

" By them also is thy servant warned, 
And in keeping of fhem there ia great reward." 

2) With striking inequality in tlie number of the words; for 
example (Pe. xxx. 3) : — 

" Jehovah, my God ! 
I oallsd upon thee, and thou hast heiiled me." 

3) With a double and a simple member ; for example (Ps. 

" Oh that salvation for Israel wonld come out of Zion ! 
Wiea the Loi^d bringeth hack the cnptivra of liia people, 
Then Ehall Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad." 

It is deserving of remark, how tJio rhythmical parallelism 
makes good its place where three parallel thoughts occur, and 
there is no internal ground for dividing them into exactly two 
members i for example (Ps. i. I) : — 

"Happy the msn thaiwaJketii not in the counsel of the unriglitoous, 
Nor Btandeth in the way of sinners, 
Norsittethm the seat of acoflers." 



4) With two double members ; for example (Ps. 
" I said in my distress, 
I am out off ttom bafore thine eyes; 
But thOQ didst hesr the voice of my supplication. 
When I cried unto thee." 



Lxi. 23) : -- 



When the members of this rhythmical paralleUsm 
than double, which is sometimes the case, it approachei 



loose a form t 



1 exuberant matter 



• It is highly important to distinguish this sort of parallelism, in order to 
avoid the mistakes which have so tVequently aiisen from the abnae of tha 
parallelism of members as an csegetical help. 
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without passing oyer into the prosaic style. "With good jioets tliia 
is I'arely the ease, but it sometimes occurs ; for example. Am', vi. 
10: with the later and less correct, it happens more frequently; 
for example, Mai. i. 6 ; Zech. xiji. 8, x. 6 ; Zeph. iii. 8. The length 
of the members contributes in a special manner to destroy the 
rhytlimical form. But, wliile this form of parallelism brings us to 
the utmost limits of the province of rhythm, it also settles the ques- 
tion, that the paraUeUsm of members is really a rhythmical form, 
which there would be room to doubt, if we had nothing but par- 
allelism of thoughts. 

The simply rhythmical parallelism holds the most prominent 
place in the Lamentations of Jeremiah, Here the parallelism of 
thoughts is to be reckoned almost among the exceptions ; and, when 
it does occur, it is, for the most part, the subordinate parallelism 
of a member by itself: in genera!, the rhythm alone predominates, 
and that, too, with a regularity which is rare among Hebrew poets, 
producing here a suitable effect ; namely, monotony of compl^nL 
The following ordera of rhythm may be traced in the Lamen- 
tations.* In chapters first and second, the verses consist of three 
members, the first two of which constitute one parallel, and stand 
over agdnst the thircl as Ihe second parallel. Each member has 
besides a csesura, which coincides witi the sense and the accent. 
Still, however, we are sometimes under the necessity of abandon- 
ing the accents, because they follow the sense ; while the rhythm 
is independent of the sense. According to the accents, the first 
parallel is sometimes simple (for example, chap. ii. 6), yet without 
a valid logical ground. The periods in chap. i. 7, and chap. ii. 19, 
are distinguished by having four members. It is remarkable that 
the length of these verses should so greatly exceed those which 
elsewhere occur in Hebrew poetry, Lowth is of the opinion fiat 
these long verses are adapted to lamentation, and it must be 
acknowledged that they do have a tendency to produce a certaia 
impression of melancholy. Chap, iii. has only verses of one mem- 
ber, without parallelism ; but tliis one member is riiythmically 
divided in such, a manner as to produce, if not a complete 
rhytlunical parallelism, yet a supplementary clause which con- 
dnces to repose. Here agiun the accents sometimes stand in the 
• Comp. Lowtli, Pridect. XSII. p. 257, aeq. 
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way; for example, chap. iii. 3, where ai%T ^D is nol enouglt fo 
form a supplementary clause. Tipheha, also, sometimes elianges 
place with Zakeph Katon, altliougli the rhythmical cassara ia al- 
ways the same. Perhaps, however, every three verses are to be 
oonsidered as a rhythmical whole, since they are connected by 
having the same initial letters. Chap. v. is of the same structure 
xvith chap, iii., except that it has a I'eal short rhythmical parallel- 
ism; which, however, the authors of the accents did not consider 
ag complete, and therefore have not separated with Athnadi. 
Chap. iv. has double parallelism, but, for the most part, simply 
ihythmlcal. 

We must notice one more exception in Hebrew rhythm. 
There sometimes occur separate propositions of a single member, 
almost always introduced with design, since the poet lingers tipon 
the thought ; we may conceive it to be accompanied with a long 
pause; for example, Ps. xxiii. 1; sxv. I. Hei-e the poet indi- 
iiatcs, as it wei-e, the tone and character of the song; and, after a 
pause, again collects himself Cant vii 6 ia brautiful ; — 
"How fair, how 

where the jioet loses bin If 
beauty. In Job x. 22 
beautifully to repose. 

"In this peculiar conf m ti 
fences," says Lowth, " p p rt th 

Hebrew metre to consis th g mp h m 

regard was also paid to rs B or 

ticular we have at prese tt 

impossible to determine m 

alone, or according to a U d fi te m 

"The nervous simplic H m 

eays the poet Campbell, "prevent this parallelism from degen- 
erating into monotony. In repeating the same idea in diftereni 
words, she seems as if displaying a fine opal, that discovers fresh 
beauty in every new light to which it is turned. Her amplifica- 
iions of a given tliought are like the echoes of a solemn melody, 
— her repetitions of it, like tlie landscape reflected in the stream ; 
and, whilst her questions and responses give a lifelike egect to her 
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compositioiis, they remind us of the alternate voices in piihlio 
devotion, to which ihey were manifcetlj' adapted." 

The paraillelisin affords an important aid in interpretation; for 
sometimes the meaning of one member of a verse is clear, where 
that of the other is ambiguoas. Thiia the new translation of 
Vs. xxiv. 4 ia confirmed by the parallelism, though it does not 
depend upon it. In Ps. Iv. 15, — 

'^ May BDiMeD death Eeize npon them ! 
May they go dowii to the underworld alive I " 

the second line is no doubt intended to bo synonymous witb tiie 
first, and is completely explained by it. 

What goes beyond this simple rhytlim, in the rhythmical art of 
ttie Hebrews, amomits to but little. Here belongs, — 

J.. The artificial arrangement of the alphabetical psalms. Thus 
Ps. XXV., sxxiv., XBtvii., cxi., exit., cxix„ cslv. ; Prov. xsxi. 10, 
seq. The Lamentations of Jeremiah, witb the exception of the 
last chapter, are alphabetically arranged by the initial letters 
of the verses, and this in different ways. Commonly each verse 
begins with a new letter ; in Ps. xxxvii., however, only every 
other verse, though with interruption and change ; in Pa, cxix. 
and Lam. iii., there are alphabetical strophes, as it were, — that is, 
a series of verses have the same initial letters ; in Pa. cxi., cxii., 
the half-verses are alphabetically arranged. This an-angement 
(inswers for us the valuable purposes of proving the existence 
tif the parallelism of members, and of confirming the system of 
accentuation in the division of verses and half-verses, respecting 
which we might otherwise have our doubts, as well as respect- 
ing the whole law of parallelism. The alphabetical arrangement 
is supposed by many* to have been intended to assist the memory. 
Michaelis, indeed, was of the opinion, that it was employed in the 
first place in the fiineral dirge as an aid to the mourners, and 
afterwards en^loyed on other oocaaions, Lowth eopposes that 
the alphabetic poetry " was confined altogether to those compo- 
sitions wliich consisted of detached majdms, or sentiments without 
any express order or connection." I consider the alphabetic 

• As Lowth, pp. 2B, 269 J Mid Michaelis on Lowth, p. 562, eil. Eosenni. 



moi.Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



51 



arrangement as a contriyance of tlie chjtLmical art, 
of the later vitiated taste. Wbeii the spirit of poetry is flown, 
men cling to the lifeless body, the rhythmical form ; and seek to 
supply its absence by tliis. In truth, nearly all the alphabetical 
compositions are remarkable for the want of connection (which I 
regaid as the conaequence, instead of the cause, of the aipha- 
betictl conetruction), for common thoughts, coldness and languor 
of fueling, and a low and occasionally mechanical phraseology. 
The thirty seieuth psalm, which is the most free in its alphabetical 
aiTangement, is perhaps alone to be excepted from IhJa censure, 
and in truth is one of the best didactic poems of the Hebrews. 
The Lamentations are, indeed, possessed of considerable merit 
in their way, but still betray an unpoetic period and degenerated 

In many of the alphabetic pieces, we observe certain irregu- 
larities and deficiencies, which many (as CapeU) have incorrectly 
imputed to the transcribers, who were the least exposed to com- 
mit mistafeea in these compoaitions, since they were confined by 
the peculiar arrangement itself. In Ps. xxv. two verses begin 
with K, none with a ; yet the word "'.iis in the second verse 
(like the inte ■ ti n f th k ediana ^aoi) might not 
have been inc d d th Bengel conjectures) might 

have been wri g h case the folloiving ^3 

would restore h alph ca d Also in this, and in Ps. 
xxxiv., the 1 1 w h p h Id be restored by the 1 

in the beginn g h d h mis h of the verse conimenc- 

ing with ii ; a P ^^ which is wanting in the 

seventeenth v rs m p m should be replaced by 

the p in in 13 m g f the second hemistich. 

On the otlier w th "1, and after the last 

letter, tl, folio ST we find also at the close 

of the thirty- h p & ha upposes tlie D is counted 

twice, on ace ts p ciation, as Pe and Fe. 

Hasse* erocte p P P ^ hypothesis peculiar to 

himself, which is b p sustained, and gives no 

satisfactory up h p lenon to be explained. 

E ht B p, 42, seq. 
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According to this, the concluding D, with a softer pronunciation, 
takes the place of the * in the Greek alphabet. The conjecttire 
of Bengel is no better, who supposes that 1 and both sprung 
out of the Phffinician Vau and Fau, and that the latter stands for 
the former; tlien the supernuraerary verse with B must eonie in 
the place of 1.* Eoaenmiiller (lat edit.) considers both verses 
OS the additions of a later hand, by which these psalms were pre- 
pared for the public service. But tliis could not be the case in 
respect to Pa. xsjciv, at least, as the last verse is necessary to the 
concluding of the whole r the conclusion of the twenty-fiflh psalm 
is also very appropriate, and cannot well be dispensed with. In 
Ps. xxxvii,, S precedes 0, S is wanting, and S is repeated, 
Bengel accounts for this not unsatisfactorily from the interchange- 
able use of S and 5 in Chaldee. Others resort for help to 
criticism. The thirty-ninth verse begins with CiSIIDnil, where 
perhaps the 1 was not regarded. In Ps. cxlv., the verse with J is 
wanting, which, according to Michaelis, has fallen out of the text. 
In Lam. ii., iii., iv., a precedes y, which Bengel explains in the 
same manner as the simliar fact in Ps. lutsvii. The order only 
is different : it was the custom to place letters of a similar sound 
together. 

Perhaps all these irregularities are to be ascribed to the negli- 
gence and unskilfulnesa of the poets, as we impute to the same 
causes the many harsh and inelegant rhymes of our older ecclesi- 
astical poets. The hypothesis of Bengel, that of many aipha- 
betical psalms we have only the first imperfect fiketch, amounts to 
nearly the same thing. The occun-ence of the same irregularities 
in Pa. XXV, and xxxiv. proves their relation to each other; 
and the circumstance, that ms, to redeem, fonns the conclusioH 
of boti, may be regarded as a characteristic trait in these popu- 
lar ele^ac psalms (for such I esteem them), is the later Jews in 
their oppression were always hoping for redemption 

2. We find in the Hebrew poetry the first beginmngs of a com- 
plex rhythmical structure, similar to our strophes In Ps. xlii., 
xliii.,' an odd verse (refrain) forms the conclusion of a greater 

is ircagulsii^ is given by Vogel m Capelli 
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rhvtl m Gil per od Sometlimg of the same kind, thounh not 
CO a] lete occurs n Ps. cvii., where verses 1-9, 10-9 2 

o sepa ated by a nearly similar conclusion, Th p ph 
La X 7— X 4 in 1 Am. i. 2— ii. 16 are upon th m p 
C sen us (on Isa ah) supposes that the same kind of 
he fo nd n a pa t of Solomon's Song. There i 
pe raenofa't nPs xIIk., where the thirteenth and w first 
e 63 ire ord fo word alike, except that by th 
a ng!e letter ") ^i n the one becomes T^a^ in !i 
f J at a Iff e t aen^e is produced where the sound 
B la 

Tie 1 jtl I I p'adation, in tlie psalms of d or 
rcn ^ talle lorm It onsists in this, that the thoug p 

b on of a pr cedi ^ e e ia resumed and carried fo 
D« fo ex.mpl.lP. cia.):- 



Whence cotttGih jui/ ke^ ? 

My he^ comeifi ftom the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earfh. 

Ha will not saSkx thy ibot to stumblat 

Thy guardian doA not shmber. 

Behold 1 tlie ^uarifiiB) of Israel 

Dolk noilher sfuiBier nor sfegj. 

Tie Lord is Ihy gtmrdiim ; 

The Lord is thy ^de at thy right hand. 

The ann shall not smite tliee by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

The Lord wiB jn'eserre thee from all evil ; 

He toW jirejeree thy Ufa. 

The Lord mil preaerm ttee, wlien Ihon goest out, and when thoa 

From (hia time forth foe evermore." 

Gesenius has pointed out the same arrangement in the song ol' 
Deborah, and in Isa. xxvi., where verses 5, 6, read thus : — 

" The lofty city he hdth load low, 
He kaih laid her to to the ground; 
He hafh levelled Iver with the dust. 
The foot shall trample upon her, 
The feel of the poor, the steps of the needy," 
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A form somewll^t Eimvhr to tUs in modern poetry is tliP triolet- 
but it d Sera m making the whole composition turn. a\ on one 
principal thought 

The quest on whethei the paalras were sung by clioira may be 
dibtii Ltlj answered in the affiiroafive so fir ia it rcg^rli the 
Temple psaims and all that weie destined for the puT-lic sei 
■viue It IS still the custom in the sjmgogue for the asiemllj to 
respond aa a choir to the cliant of the chor &ter and M riara 
■witli hor women formed an alternate chorus (Dx xt ) Bj «up- 
poEing manj of the psalms to have been aung in thie i ay we 
shall perteive m them a greatei degiee of propiiety spirit and 
grandeur Thna n that of which e^ pit other bne ts For his 
mercj endureth for eier the repetition of thcje words might 
have had an excellei t effect when 'unf, by way of response W a 
choir which sung the other line (hough to a mere rea ler such 
repetition may appear ted ons Pa ssiv cixxv d an i others 
are evidently adapted to the aame mode of performance. But it 
by no means follows that we must divide the psalms themselves 
into choruses, aa Nachtigall, Kuinoel, and others, have done in 
their translations : it ia probable ihat the chorus siniply repeated. * 
But even were this not the case, yet this division ia a matter of 
too much uncertainty to be safely attempted. It is very doubtful 
whether the singing waa alternate or responsive in all oases where 
there ia a change of the person speaking; for the Orientals are 
extremely fond of such a change of the person speaiing even in 
poems which are not aung.-|- 

In what way song was connected with the dance, it is impossible 
to determine. Few of the psalins which we now possess probably 
ever had any connection with the dance. Songs like that of the 
women upon David's victory were perform.ed dancing ; it could 
hardly be the case, however, that the two performances were so 
connected as to resemble the music and daiice of modern times. 
The dance, perhaps, consisted for the most part of certain 
figures, which were executed by the files of dancers, cliiefly in 
circles, as the Hebrew name ^iriD seems to indicate ; and tlie 

" Such is (liB present cuBtom in the East. Tlie olionis repeats the melody 
In a lower key. See Niebuhr's T.-avels, i. 1T6. 

t Comp, Jabn, Einleit- ina Alte Test., ii. 723. 
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Btep, if not perfectly artless, was free and without rule.* In 
this case, tlie danee of the Hebrews was the same in relation to 
other modes of dancing, as was tlieir rhythm compared with the 
rhjthiQ of other nations. 

The last direction in regard to the mode of using the psalms 
may he given in the language of Dr. Hammond, citing the 
opinion of the ancient fathers. 

"Form thy spirit by the affection of (he psalm, saith St. 
Augustine, if it be tha affection of love, enkindle that within 
thy breast, that thou m t t p ak 'net tl d 

knowledge and conaci I w h 

Lord, my strength If fl ar m 

that on thy sool, and n n b vi h 

atrotes of divine po whhh tothrs 

' Oh, consider tliis, 3'e h G d h k 

and there be none to ( be an ff d 

wHch the psalmist in a holy transportation expreeeeth, let the 

eame breathe in tliee ; accounting, as St. Chrysostom minds thee 
on Ps. slii., that, when thou recitust these words, ' Like ag the 
hai-t desireth the water-brooks, so longeth my soul after thee, 
O God ! ' thou haet sealed a covenant, betrothed and engaged thy 
soul to God, and must nei-er have a coldness or indifferency to 
hira hereafter. If it be the affection of gratitude, let thy soul be 
lifted up in praises : come with affections this way inflamed, 
sensible of tlie weight of mercies of all kinds, spiritual and tem- 
poral, with all the enhancements that the seasonable application 
tliereof to the extremities of thy want* can add to thy preserva- 
tions and pardons and joys ; or else the reciting the hallelujahs 
will be a moat ridiculous piece of pageantry. And so likewise 
for the petitory part of the psalms, let us be always in a posture 
ready for them, with our spirits minutely prepared to dart them 
np to heaven. And, whatever the affection be, let the heart do 
what tlie words signify." 

* Snch is still the manner of the female dancers of the East. One of 
them takes iha load, ext^tponiiTiff the steps and movflment, wbidl the otliers 
imitate, following in a ch'cle. See Niebohr's Travels, i. 184 1 Lady Mon- 
tague's Letfei's, Let. 30. For other authorities, see Jalin's Bibl. Arehieol., 
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The tran'.Utfi 1 ives tlie pi n iplea ani iiuvs wL di ,o-vaiiicd 
liim in bw lal uis to be mfeired from the wcik itself la ore 
particulai bowevei ^oroa maybe it a lo a t) 1 i w tbe reiinn 
for the translation which I ^llopt I refia to tlie name of the 
Supreme Being JinoVAH As it is a proper name and not a 
mere appellative, hke the terma God and Lord, perhaps the strict 
rules of interpretation require that it should be always translated 
by the same tenn. But as the same great Being is denoted, 
whether his name be translated the Lokd, or Jehovah, I have 
thought it best, in many oases, not to alter the name to wliich the 
feelings of the devout have been so long accustomed. Where 1 
have uaed " the Lord" instead of "Jehovah," I have put the for- 
mer in capital letters. The same rule has been adopted in translat- 
ing the Proverbs. The word ' ' Jehovah " is now very seldom used 
in prayers or in hymns, and, of course, cannot have those devout 
feelings connected with it which belong to appellations of the 
Snpreme Being which are habitually used. In some cases, how- 
ever, tlio proper name of the Supreme Being — Jbhovah — haiS a 
significance -iiThich does not belong to any of rfie generic terms by 
which he is denoted. In every case where any positive reason 
whatever exists for retaining the proper name, I have retained it. 
In all the other books of the Old Testament which I have trans- 
lated, I have used the proper name, Jehovah, for the correspond- 
ing Hebrew word. 

In this edition, I have eaiefully revi-ed the translation by a new 
comparison of it with the original, and the aid of some English 
and German versions ; viz , tho^ of Hengstenberg, Hupfeld, 
Hitaig, Wellbeloved, and Ale'^ander, whirh 1 had not aeen when 
the former editions were printed I have consulted them on 
the more obscure and diffimlt passages, and sometimes witli 
advantage. I have also added a number of pages to tlie Intro- 
duction, and some expianatoiy notes, which, without materiaily 
increasing the size ot the volume, will, I hope, add to its value. 



Cahbridob, June Zi 
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THE PSALMS. 



BOOK I. 



The happiness of tbe righteous and tlio miaeiy of Ihe wicked. 

1 Happt the man who walketh not in the counsel ol 
unrighteous, 
Nor standeth in the waj of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers ; 

3 But whose delight is in the law of the Lokd, 
And who meditateth on his precepts day and night. 

8 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
That bringeth forth its fi-uit in its season, 
Whose leaves also do not wither : 
AL that he doeth shall prosper, 

4 Not BO the unrighteous ; 

They are like chaif, which the wind driveth away. 
B Therefore the wiclced shall not stand in judgment, 

Nor sinners in the assembly of the just. 
6 For the Lokd knoweth the way of the righteous. 

But the way of tlie ivicked leadeth to ruin. 



PSALM ir. 

Vain attempts of the nations against the Iiing anointed by God. 

1 Why do the heathen rage, 

Ajid the nations meditate a two thing? 

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up, 
And the princes eomhine together, 

Agiiinst Jehovah, and iigainst his anointed king? 
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3 " Let as break their bonds asunder ; 
Let us cast awaj from us their fetters I " 

4 He that sitteth m heaven will laugh ; 
The Ivord wiU have them in derision. 

6 Then shall he speak to them in his wrath. 
And confound them in his hot displeasure. 

6 " I myself have anointed my ting, 
Upon Zion, my holy hill." 

7 I will declare Hie decree of Jehovah : 
He hath sidd to me, " Thou art my son ; 
This day I have begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and 1 will give thee the nations for thine 

inheritance. 
And the ends of the earth for thy possession. 

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; 

Thou ahalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

10 Be wise, therefore, ye kings I 

Be admonished, ye rulers of the earth ! 

11 Be subject to Jehovah with awe. 
And fear with trembling ! 

12 Kiss the son, lest He be angry, and ye perish in your way; 
For soon shall his wrath bo kindled, 

Happy are all they who seek refuge in Mm. 



PSALM in. 



A Psalm of David, when hejiedfrom Mi son Ahsolotn. 

1 How many, Lokd, are mine enemies I 
How many ai'e thoy who rise up against me ! 

2 How many are tliey who say of me, 

"There is no help for him wiiii God"! [Pause.] 

8 But thou, LoitD ! art my shield, 
My glory, and the lifter-up of my head. 

4 I call upon the Lord with my voice, 

And he heareth me from his holy hiU. [Pause.] 

5 I lay me down and sleep ; 

I awake, for tlie Lokd sustaineth me. 
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6 I will not feaj" the ten thousands of people 
Who on every side aet themselves against m« 

7 Arise, Lord! Save me, my God! 
For thou sraitest the cheek of all my enemiet 
Thou breakeat the teeth of the wicked. 

8 Deliverance cometh £fom tlie Lord ; 

May thy blessing be with thy people I [Pau 



A prayer for deliverance ftraii enemies; w . 

expressions of conSdence in Divine aid. It maj, wifJi tlie last psalm, 
have been occasioned by the rebellion of Absalom. But it is rather 



For (he leader of the mask ; to be accoaaianied mlk string 



1 Hear me, when I call, God of my righteo 
Thou hast helped me, when I was in trouble, — 
Have pity npoa me, and hear my prayer ! 

2 How long, men ! will ye dishonor my dignity ? 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek disappointment ? 

[P™e.] 

3 Know ye that the Lord hath exalted one that is devoted 

The Lord will hear, when I call upon him. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin no more ; 

Commune with your hearts upon your beds, and desist ! 
{Pause.J 
8 Offer sacrifices of righteousness. 

And put your trust in the Lord ! 
There are many who say, "Who will show ns any good ? 

Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon tia ! 

7 Thon putteat gladness into my heart. 

Greater than theirs, when their corn and wine are abun- 
dant. 

8 I will lay me down in peace, and sleep ; 

For thou alone, O Lord ! makest me dwell in safety. 
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ToyOT of a pioua man for aid against unpionB, deceitfiil, e 
enemies, it may ba referred to me rebellion of Abflalom, or 
tion of David in' the oouil of Saul. 



1 Give ear to my words, Lord ; 
Have regard to my cry ! 

2 Listen to tlie voice of my supplication, my King and my 

God! 
For to thee do I fuldress my prayer. 

3 In the moi'ning alialt thou hear my voice, Lord ! 

In the morning will I address my prayer to tkee, and look 
for help. 

4 For tliou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness ; 
"IQie unrighteoiis man dwelleth not witfi thee. 

6 The haughty shall not stand in thy sight ; 
TSon hatest all that do iniquity, 

6 TUou destroyest tliem tJiat apeak falsehood; 

The man of blood and deceit the Lord ahliorreth. 

7 But I, through thy great goodness, will come ta thj- 

houae ; 
In thy fear will I worship at tliy holy temple. 

8 Lead me, Lord ! in thy righteousness, because of 

mine enemies } 
Make thy path straight before my face I 
For in their mouth Qiere is no UnUi ; 
Their heart ia malignity ; 
Their throat is an open sepulchre ; 
They flatter with their tongue. 

10 Eequite them, O God 1 

Let them be confounded in their devices ; 

Cast tliem out for the multitude of their transgressiona ; 

For against thee have they rebelled ! 

11 • But let all, that put their ti-ust in thee, rejoice j 

Let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them ; 
Let them, that love thy name, be joyful in thee ! 
13 For thou, O Lord ! dost bless the righteous ; 

Witli favor dost thou eneorapass him, as with a shield. 



5te=., Google 



THE PSALM 



For the hader of tie music 
lo the Hi 

1 Lord ! reljuke me not in thine anger ; 

Chasten, me not in thy hot displeasure 1 
3 Have pity upon me, Loed ! for I am weat ; 

Heal me, Lord ! for my hones tremble ! 

3 My soul, also, is sore troubled ; 
And thou, LoKD ! how long — ? 

4 Eeturn, O Loed 1 and deliver me ; 
Oh, save me according to thy mercy ! 

5 For in death no praise is given to thee ; 

In the underworld who can give thee tliaaks ? 

6 I am weary with my groaning ; 

• AH the night I make my bed to Ewim, 
And drench my couch with my tears. 

7 Mine eye is wasted with grief; 

It hath become old because of all my enemies. 

8 Depart from me, aU ye that do iaic[uity ; 

For the Lord heareth the voice of my weeping. 
B The LoKD heaietli my supplication; 

The LoKD accepts th my prayer. 
10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and utterly confounded ; 
They shall be turned back, and put to shame suddenly. 



PSALM vn. 

imj, or, porhapfl, against ei 



1 Jehovah, my God ! to fhee do I look for help ; 
Save me from them that persecute me, and deliver lae ! 

2 Lest mine enemy tear me like a lion; 

Lest he rend mo in pieces, while there is none to help. 
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5 O Jehovah, my God ! if I have done this, — 
If there be iniquity upon my hands, 

4 If I have rendered evil to my friend, 

Orhavedespoiledhim that without cause is mine enemy, - 
B Let my adversary pursue and take me ; 

Let him trample me to the ground, 

And lay me prostrate in the dust I [Pause.] 

6 Arise, O Lokd ! in thiae auger ; 

Lift thyself up against the rage of mine enemies ; 
Awake for me, ordain judgment 1 

7 Let the assembly of the nations compass thee about, 
And on their account return to the height ! 

8 The Lokd judgeth the nations ; 

Judge me, O Lord I according to my righteousness, 
And requite me according to my integrity ! 

9 Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked be at an end ; 
But establish the righteous I 

For the righteous God trieth the heart and the reins, 

10 My shidd is with God, 

Who saveth the upright in heart. 

11 God is a righteous judge, 

And a God who is angry every day. 
13 If he do not desist, lie sharpeneth Ma sword; 

lie bendeth his bow, and makoth it ready ; 
13 He preparcth for him the instruments of death ; 

He shooteth his burning arrows, 
lit Behold, he travailed with iniquity, 

And conceived mischief. 

But hath brought forth disappointment! 
13 He made a pit and digged it. 

And is fallen into the ditch which he made. 

16 His mischief retumeth upon his own head. 

And his violence Cometh down upon his own skull. 

17 I wUl praise the Lokd according to his righteousness ; 
I -will sing pr^se to the name of the Lokd most high. 



smn., Google 



PS.Vm,,tX.] THE PSALMS. 

PSALM YIII. 
The greatness of the Creator, and his goodae 
For the leader of the lautie; to 

1 Jehovah, our Lord I 

How excellent is tliy name in all the earth 1 
Thou haat set thy glory above the heavens. 

2 Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou 

ordained praise, 
To put thine adversaries to shame, 
And to silence the enemy and avenger. 

3 When I consider thy heavens, the vport of thy fingers, 
The mooa and the stars which thou hast ordained ; 

4 "What is man, that Uiou art mjndfiil of him, 
And the son of man, that thou carest for him ? 

6 Yet thou haet made him little lower than God ; 
Thou haat crowned bim with glory and honor. 

6 Thou hast givea him dominion over the works of thy 

hands; 
Thou' hast put all things under his feet, — 

7 All sheep and osen, 

Yea, and the beasts of the forest ; 

8 The birds of the air, and the fishes of the sea. 

And whatever passeth through the paths of the deep. 

9 O Jehovah, our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 



;giTiog odo for vicloiy and deliveratiee fium enemies; jrlth prayers 
ire hulp. Supposed to have been corapoaod after the wars meo- 
in 2 Samnet, chap. viil. 



I I WILL praise thee, O Loed ! with my whole heart; 

I will show forth all thy marvellous works. 
i I will be glad and rejoice in thee ; 

I will sing praise to thy name, O thou Most High I 
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a All my enemies are turned back ; 

They fall and pei'ish at thy presence. 
i For thou dost defend my right and my cause ; 

Thou sittest upon the throne, a righteous judge. 

5 Thou rebukeat the nations ; 
Thou destroyest the wicked ; 

Thou blottest oat their name for evermore ! 

6 The enemy is iallea, — a desolation for ever ! 
Thou, Lord ! hast deatav>yed their cities ; 
Their memory itself hath perished ! 

T The Lord reigneth for ever ; 
He hath prepared his throne for judgment. 

8 He judgeth the world in righteousness ; 

He administeredi judgmentto the nations with uprightness. 

9 Tea, the Lobd is a refuge for the oppressed ; 
A refuge in times of trouble. 

10 They who know thy name put their trust in thee ; 

For thou, O Lord ! forsakest not them that seek thee ! 
H Sing praises to the Loed, who reigneth in Zion ; 

Declare his doings among the people 1 
la As the avenger of Wood, he remembereth the distressed j 

He forgetf«th not tlieir complaint. 
13 " Have pity upon me, []said I,] Loed ! 

Look upon my Miction through them that liatc me ; 

Lift me up fi-ora the gates of death ; 
H That 1 may show forth all thy prdse in the gates of the 
daughter of Zion ; 

That I may rejoice in salvation by thee." 
15 The nations have sunk into the pit whidi they made j 

In the net, which tliey hid, is their own foot taken. 
10 Thus it is known that the Lord executeth judgment j 

The wieked are ensnared in the work of their own hands. 
[Stringed instruments. Pause-] 

17 The wicked shall be driven into the underworld ; 
Tea, all the nations that forget God. 

18 For the poor shall not always be forgotten ; 

The hopes of the afflicted shall not perish for ever, 

19 Arise, Lord ! Let not man prevail ; 
Let the nations be judged by thee ! 

BO Sirike terror into tliem, Lord I 

Let the nations know that they are but men ! [Pause.] 
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A prayer against impious, deeeitful, and blood-thirsty enemies. 

1 Wiir standost thou afar off, O Lord? 

Why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble ? 
'2 Thi-ough the haughtiness o£ the wicked the poor arc in 
distress ; 

They are ca,ught, in the wilea which are contrived for 
them. 
8 The wicked boasteth of his heart's desire ; 

The rapacious renounceth and contcnmeth Jehovah. 
4 The wicked [|aaith] in his haughtiness, " He careth not 1 " 

AH his thoughts are, " There is no God." 
His course is always prosperous ; 

Far in the heights are thy judgments from him ; 

As for aU his enemies, he puffeth at them. 
6 He saith in his heart, " I shall never Ml ; 

I shall never be in adversity." 
T His mouth is foil of perjury, deceit, and oppression ; 

Mischief and injustice are upon his tongue. 

8 He sitteth in the lurking-places of the villages ; 
In secret places doth he murder the innocent ; 
His eyes are secretly fixed upon the poor. 

9 He secretly lieth in wait, like a lion in a thicket ; 
He lieth in wait to seiae upon the helpless ; 

He cateheth the poor, drawing him into his net 

10 He croucheth, and lowereth himself, 
And the wretched fell info his paws. 

11 He saith in his heart, " God doth forget ; 
He hideth his face ; he doth never see it," 

12 Arise, O Loed ! God, lift up thine hand; 
Forget not the distressed ! 

13 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God, 
And say in his heart, " He caretli not for it " ? 

14 Thou dost see it; yea, thou beholdest malice and oppres- 

And markest it upon thy hand ! 

The poor coramittcth himself to thee ; 

Thou art the helper of the fatherless. 



smn., Google 



6.6 T H E P S A L M S. t^B' S^I- 

16 Break thou the arm of the unjust and wicked maa ; 

Seek out his wickedness, till thou canst find none ! 
le Jehovah is king for ever and ever; 

The gentiles shall perish out of his land, 
IT Thou, O Lord ! wilt hear die desires of the distressed ; 

Thou wilt strengthen tlieir hearts ; 

Thou wilt lend a liatoEing ear ! 
18 Thou wilt maintain the cause of the fatherless and the 

y be driven from the land. 



PSALM XL 

An expression of fmat in God, as a Eacurit)- from tho plots and assaults of 
For iJie leader of lie wusic. A psahn of David. 

1 In the Lokd do I put my trust. "Why say ye to me, 
" Flee, like a bird, to your mountain ? 

2 For, lo ! the wicked bend their bow ; 

Thoy mate ready their arrows on the string. 
To stoot in secret at the upright in heart. 

3 If the pillars be broken down, 
What can the righteous do ? " 

i The Lord is in his holy palace ; 

The Lord's throne is in heaven ; 

His eyes behold, his eyelids prove the children of men. 
B The LoED trieth the righteous ; 

Bat the wicked, and the lover of violence, his soul hateth. 

6 Upon the wicked he will rain lightning ; 

Fire and brimstone and a burning wind ehall be the 
portion of their cup. 

7 For the Lord is righteous ; he loveth righteousness ; 
The upright shall see his face. 
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PSALM XIL 

A prayer for protaclioii against oalumniatiDg foes. 
For ilte leader of the music ; lo the octave. A psalm of David. 

1 Help, Lokd ; for the godly man eeaaetli ; 
The faithful are failing among men. 

2 They speak falBehood one to another ; 

With flattering lipa, with a double heait, do they speak. 

3 May the Loed destroy all flatfermg lips, 
And the tongue which speaketh proud things ! 

i Who say, " With our tongues wiU we preTail ; 
Our lips are onr reliance; 
Who is lord over us ? " 

5 For the oppression of the poor and the sighing of the 

wretched. 
Now will I stand up, saith the Lord ; 
I will set in safety him whom they puff at. 

6 The words of the Lord are pnre ; 

Like silver purified in a furnace on the earth, 
Seven times refined. i 

7 Thou, Lord I wilt watch over them ; 

Thou wUt preserve tliem from this generation for ever. 

8 The wicked walk on. every side, 
When the vilest of men are exalted. 



PSALM xni. 

Supplication for dfliverancB Irom encmios, and confidence of obtaining i 
For the leader of tlie masic. A psalm of David. 

1 How long, LoKD ! wilt thou forget me for ever ? 
How long wilt tliou hide thy face froia me ? 

2 How long shall I have anxiety in my soul for ever, 
And sorrow in my heart all the day i 

How loiJg shall my enemy be exalted over mo? 

3 Look dowu and hear me, O LoKD, my God ! 
Enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; 
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i Lest my enemy say, " I have prevailed ag^nst bim ! " 
Lest my adversaries rejoice, when I am fallen. 

5 Yet will I trust in thy goodness ; 
My heart shall rejoice in thy salvation ; 

6 I will sing to tlie Lord, that he hath dealt Itindly with n 



PSALM XIV. 



For the leader of Ilia mwaic A pudm of David. 

1 The fbol saith in his heart, " There is no God." 
They are corrupt ; abominable ai-e their doings ; 
There is none that doeth good, 

2 Jehovah looketh down from heaven upon the children of 

To see if tkere are any that have understanding, 
That have regard to God. 

3 They are all gone out of the way ; together are they 

corrupt ; 
There is none that doeth good — no, not one. 

4 Shall not the cvU-doers be requited, 
Who devour my people like bread, 
And call not upon Jehovah ? 

5 Yea, then shall they be in great fear ; 

Tor Jehovah is with the race of the righteous. 

6 Ye would put to shame the counsel of the poor ; 
But Jebovali is their refuge. 

7 Oh that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion I 
When Jehovah hriugeth back the captives of his people, 
Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad. 
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The qnallHcalions of an acceptable worehippor. This psitlra may have be 
composed 'when David reiooved the ark t^ the talwiriaGle ou Mooiit Zio 
2 Samuel, chap, yi. 

A psalm of David. 

1 LoHD, who shall ahide at thy tahemacle? 
Who shall dwell upon thy holy hill ? 

2 He that walieth uprightly, and doeth righteousness, 
And speaketh the Irutli from his heavt ; 

3 He that slaudereth not with his tongue. 
That doeth no injury to his neighbor. 

And nttereth no reproach against his neighbor; 

4 la whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; 
But who honoreth them that fear the Lord ; 
"Who swearefh to his own hurt, and changeth not ; 

E He that lendeth not his money for interest, 
And toketh not a bribe against the innocent : 
He that doeth these things shall aeTer be moved. 



PSALM XVL 

The person who la tte subject of this psalm exprasses hia entire depend- 
ence upon God, his gnititucle for Diviae gnodneEB, his Baliafaction with 
tbe condition assigned him, aad hia lirm hopes of future protection and 

A psolm of David. 

1 Pkgservb me, God! for to thee do I look for help. 
3 I have said to Jehovah, Thon art my Lord ; 
I have no happiness beyond tbee I 

3 The holy that are in the land, aad the excellent, — 
In them ia all my delight. 

4 They who hasten after other gods shall have multiplied 



Their drink-offerings of blood I will not offer, 
Hor will I take their names upon my lips. 
6 Jehovah is my portion and my cup ; 
Thou wilt maintain my lot ! 
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6 My portion hatb fallen, to me in pleasant places ; 
Tea, 1 tave a goodly inlieritance. 

7 I will bless the Lokd, who caretli for me ; 
Yea, in the night my heart admonisheth me. 

8 I set the Lord before me at all times ; 
Since he is at my right band, I shall not fall. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my spirit rejoiceth ; 
Yea, my flesh dwelleth in security. 

10 For thou wilt not give me up to the underworld ; 
Nor wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see the pit. 

11 Thou wilt show me tbe path of life j 
In thy presence is fulness of joy ; 
At thy right hand are pleasures 



PSALM XVII. 

A waver for help against impions enemies; together with expresffloHB of 
coufldence in fie fevor of God. 

A psoht of David. 

1 Hear the righteous cause, Lord ! 
Attend to my cry ; 

Give ear to my prayer from lips without deceit! 

2 May my sentence come forth from thy presence ; 
May thine eyes behold uprightness ! 

3 Prove^t thou my heart, visitest thou me in the night, 
Triest thou me like gold, thou shaJt find nothing ! 

i My thoughts do not vary from my lips. 

As to the deeds of men, 

Through the word of thy lips I have kept me from the 
paths of the destroyer. 
6 Support my steps in thy paths, 

Thait my feet may not slip ! 

6 I call upon thee, O God ! for ttoa wilt hear me ; 
Incline thine ear to me, and listen to my prayer ! 

7 Show forth thy loving-kindness, thou that savest by thy 

right hand 
Them that seek refuge ia thee from their adversaries ! 

8 Guard me as the apple of tie eye ; 
Hide me under the shadow of thy wings 
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9 From the wicked who assault me, 

From my deadly enemies who compass me about ! 

10 They shut up their hard heart; 

With their mouth they speak haughtily. 

11 They encompass us m all oar steps ; 

They fls their eyes upon us, that they may cast us on the 
ground. 
13 They are like a lion, eager for his prey ; 
Like a young lion, lurking in secret places. 

13 Arise, O Lord ! disappoint them, cast them down ! 
Deliver me irom the wicked hy thy sword, 

14 From men, by thy haud, Lord ! from men of the world. 
Whose portion is in life ; whom thoa loadest with thy 

treasure ; 
Whose children have enough, and leave their superfluity 
to their children. 

15 But I through righteousness shaO see thy face ; 

I shall be satisfied with the revival of thy countenance. 



PSALM x\t:ii. 

For the leader of the music. A psaba of Daeid. the lervant of (Sa Lord, 
nHio spake to the Lord the atortls o^ this song, in the day tliai the Lord db- 



1 I LOVE thee, Lobd, my strength ! 

2 Jehovah is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer j 
My God, my strength, in whom I trust; 

My shield, my strong defence, and my high tower. 

3 I called upon the Lokd, who is worthy to he praised, 
And was delivered from my enemies. 

4 The snares of death encompassed me ; 

The floods of destruction filled me with dismay ; 

5 The snares of the underworld surrounded me, 
And the nets of death seized upon me. 

6 Itt my distress I called upon the Lokd, 
And cried unto my God ; 

He heard my voice from his palace. 

And my cry came before him into his ears. 
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7 Then the earth quaked and trembled ; 
The foundations of the mountains rocked and were shaken, 
Because his wrath was kindled. 
3 A smoke went up irom his nostrils, 
And Are from his mouth devoured ; 
Burning coals shot forth frotn him. 
9 He bowed the heavens, and came down ; 

And darimess was under his feet ; 
10 And lie rode upon a cherub, and did fly ; 

Tea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind, 
n And he made darkness Ids covering; 

His pavilion round about him was dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies. 
12 At the brightness before him, his thick clouds passed away j 

Then came hailstones and coals of fire. 
IS The LoRTj dso thundered from heaven, 
And the Most Higli uttered his voice. 
Amid hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 He sent forth his arrows, and scattered ihemj 
Continual lightnings, and discomfited them. 

15 Then the channels of the deep were seen, 
And the foundations of the earth were laid bare 
At thy rebuke, Lokd ! 

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

16 He stretched forth his hand from above ; he took me. 
And drew me out of deep waters, 

IT He delivered me from my strong enemy; 

From my adversaries, who were too powerful for me. 

18 They fell upon me in the day of my calamity j 
But the LoitD was my stay. 

19 He brought me forth into a large place ; 

He delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

20 The Loud hath rewarded me according (o my righteousness ; 
According to the cleanness of my hands hath he recom- 
pensed me. 

31 For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

And have not wickedly departed from my God. 

22 For all his laws were in my sight ; 
I did not put away his statutes from me. 

B3 I was upright before him, 
And kept myself from iniquity. 
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24 Tlierefore hath the Loed rewarded me according to my 

MghteousneBS, 
According to the cleanness of my hands before hia eyes. 

25 To the rDercifii] thoa ahoweat thyself merciful j 
To ttie upright thou showest thyself upright ; 

EO To the pure tlxon showest tbyself pure, 

And to the perverse thou showest thyself perverse, 

27 For thou savest tlie afflicted people, 

But the liaughiy countenance thou bringest down. 

28 Thou causest my lamp to shine ; 
Jehovah, my God, enlighteueth my darkness. 

39 For through thee I have broken through troops ; 
Through my Grod I have leaped over waUs. 

30 The ways of God are just and true ; 
His word ia pure, tried in the iire ; 

He is a shield to all who put their trust in him. 

31 "Who, then, is God, save J€iovab ? 
And who is a rock, save our God ? 

32 It is God tliat girded me with strength, 
And made my way plain. 

33 He made my feet like the hind's, 
And set me in my high places ; 

34 He taught my hands (o war. 

So that my arm bent the bow of brass, 
33 Thou gavest me the shield of thy protection ; 

Thy right hand held me up, 

And thy goodness made me great. 
30 Thou didst make a wide path for my stflps. 

So that my feet did not stumble. 

37 I pursued my enemies and overtook them, 
And turned not hack till I had destroyed them. 

38 I smote them, so that they could not rise; 
They fell under my feet. 

39 Thou didst gii-d me with strength for the battle ; 
Thou didat cast down my adversaries auder me. 

40 Thou didst cause my enemies to turn their backs, 
So that I destroyed tliem that hated me. 

41 They cried, but there was npne to help ; 
To Jehovah, but he answered them not. 

i2 I beat them small, like dust before the wind ; 
I cast them out as the dirt of the streets. 
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43 Thou hast deliTered me from the assaults of the nations ; 
Thou bast jnade me the head of the kingdoms. 

Nations whom I knew not serve me ; 

44 They who have only heard of me ohey mo ; 

Yea, men of a strange land submit themselves to me ; 

45 Men of a strange land fade away, like a leaf, 
And come trembling from their stronghol<fe. 

46 .lehovah is the living God ; blessed be my rock ; 
Exalted he Ihe God of my salvation ! 

47 It is God who hath given me vengeance. 
And subdued the nations under me ; 

48 He delivered me from my enemies ; 

Yea, thou hast lifted me up above my adversaries ; 
Thou hast saved me from the violent man I 

49 Therefore I wiD give thanks to thee, Lokd ! among the 

nations, 
And sing praises to tliy name. 

50 Great deliverance giveth he to his king, 
And showeth mercy to his anointed, — 
To David and to his posterity for ever. 



For Uie leaihr of Uie musk. A psdm of David. 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God ; 

The firmament showeth forth the work of his hands. 

2 Day uttereth instruction unto day, 

And night showeth knowledge unto nighL 

3 They have no speech nor language, 
And their voice is not heard ; 

4 Yet their sound goeth forth to all the earth, 
And their words to the ends of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for -the sun, 
B Which comoth forth like a bridegixjom from liis chamber, 
And rejoiceth, like a strong man, to run his course. 
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6 He goeth forth from the extremity of heaven, 
And maketh hie circuit to tlie end of it ; 
And nothing is hid fi'ora hia heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the sou! ; 
The precepts of the Lokd are sure, making wise tlie 

8 The statutes of the Lohd are right, rejoicing the heart ; 
The commaBdments of the Lokd are pure, enlightening 

the eyes ; 
The fear of the Lokd is clean, enduring for ever ; 
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether. 
10 More precious are they than gold; yea, than much fine 
gold; 
Sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 
Ij By them also is thy servant wamed. 

And in keeping of them tiiere is great reward. 

12 Who knoweth his own offences ? 
Oh, cleanse thou me from secret faults ! 

13 Keep back also thy servant from presumptuous sins ; 
Let them not have dominion over me ! 

Then shall I he upright ; 

I shall not be polluted with gross transgression. 
U May the words of my mouth aad the meditation of mj 
heart 
Be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lokd, my strength and my redeemer 1 



Prayer of a people for their king going to war. It msy liavo been composed 
wben David wsa going to war with 3ie Syrians. 2 Samuel, cliap. viii.-i. 

For tlie leader of the music. A psdm of David. 

1 Mat Jehovah hear thee in the day of trouble ; 
May the name of the Glod of Jacob defend thee ! 

2 May ho send thee help from his sanctuary, 
And strengthen thee out of Zionl 

3 May he have regard to all thine oiTerings, 

And accept thy burnt sacrifice ! [I^nse.] 
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i May te grant thee tliy heart's desire, 
And fulfil all thy purposes ! 

5 We will rejoice in thy protection, 
And in the name of our God will we set up our banners, 
"When Jehovah hath fulfilled all thy petitions. 

Now I know that Jehovah helpeth his anointed ; 
That he heareth him from his holy heaven, 
And aideth him with the saving eti'ength of hia right hand. 

7 Some glory in chariots, and some in horses, 
But we in the name of Jehovah our God. 

8 They stumble and fall. 
But we stand and are erect. 

B The LoED save the king ! 
May he hear us wheu we call ! 



PSALM XXT. 

Triumphal song of a poopio for the Tictotiaa of thdc Ung. 
For the leader of ike music, A psalm of David. 

1 The king rejoiceth in thy strength, Lokd 1 
Tea, he doth greatly exult in thy protection. 

2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire. 

And hast not denied him the request of his lips. [Pause.] 

5 Tea, thou hast met him with rich blessings, 

Thou hast placed a crown of pure gold upon his head. 
4 He asked hfe of thee ; thou gavest it him ; 
Even long life, enduring for ever. 

6 Great is his glory through thine aid ; 
Honor and majesty hast thou laid upon him. 

6 Thou hast made him blessed for evermore ; 

Thoa hast made him glad with the joy of thy countenance. 

7 For the king trusf«t!i in the Lord ; 

And through the goodness of the Most High he shall 
never falL 

8 Thy hand shall overtake all thine enemies ; 
Thy right hand shall overtake them that hate thee. 

9 Thon wilt make them like a burning oven ia the time of 

thine anger ; 
Jehovah shall swallow them up in his wrath, 
And the lire shall devour them. 
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10 Their offspring shalt tliou destroy from tho oarth, 
And their posterity from the sons of men. 

11 For they spread a net of mischief against thee ; 

They devised plots against thee, but they did not prevaiL 
13 Therefore thou wilt canse them to torn their backs ; 

Thou wilt mate ready thine arrows upon the strings 
against tbem. 
13 ■ Exalt thyself, O Lord ! by thy strength ! 

So Tpill we sing, and praise tliy mighty deeds. 



PSALM SSII. 

A pray«r of one in deep distress o 
espressiona of confidence in Dir! 
and of Uie extension of the linow! 

For the leader o/ tfic mmic. To the bme of " The hind of the momimj." 
A psabn of David. 

1 Mr God, my G«d ! why hast thou forsaken mo ? 
Why so fer from mine aid, and from tlie words of my cry ? 

2 my God ! I cry during the day, but thou heai-est not ; 
In the night also, but I have no rest. 

3 And yet thou art holy, 

Dweliing amid the praises of Israel ! 

4 Our fatiiers trusted in thee ; 

They trusted, and thou didst save them. 
B They called upon thee, and were deliyered ; 
They trusted in thee, and were not put to shame. 

6 Eat I am a worm, and not a man ; 

The reproach of men, aad the scorn of the people. 

7 All who see me scoff at me ; 

They open wide the lips ; they shake the head. 

8 " He trusted in the Lord, let him help him ; 
Let him deliver him, since he delighted in him ! " 

9 Surely thou art he that didst bring me into the world ; 
Thou didst make me lie secure upon my mother's breast ! 

10 Upon thee have I cast myself from my birth ; 
Thou hast been my God from my earliest breath ! 

11 Oh, be not far from me, for trouble is near j 
For there is none to help I 
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12 Many linUs STirround me ; 

Strong bulls of Baslian close mo in on every side. 

13 They open their mouths wide agairiist me, 
Like a ravening and roaring lion. 

li I am poured out like water, 

And all my bones ai'e out of joint ; 
My heart is become like wax ; 
It meheth in my bosom. 

15 My strength is dried up like an earthen vesael, 
And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; 

Thou tmst brought me to the dnst of death ! 

16 For dogs have surrounded me ; 

Bands of evil-doers have encompassed me, — 
Like lions my hands and my feet. 

17 I can count all my bones ; 

They gaae, and feast their eyes upon me. 

18 Thoy divide my garments among them, 
And for my vesture they cast lots. 

19 But be not thou far from me, Lokd I 

■ O my strength ! make haste to mine aid ! 

20 Deliver my life from the sword ; 

My blood from the power of the dog ; 

21 Save me from (bo lion's mouth ; 

Shield me from the horns of the buffaloes ! 
23 I will proclaim thy name to my brethren ; 

In the midst of the congregation wiH I praise thee. 
23 Praise him, ye worshippers of Jehovah ! 

Eitol him, all yo race of Jacob, 

And fear him, all ye race of Israel ! 
2i For ho hath not despised nor abhorred the misery of the 
afilicted, 

Nor hath he hid Ms iaee from him ; 

But when ho cried unto him, he heard. 

25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation ; 
I will pay my vows before them that fear him ! 

26 The afflicted shall eat, and be satisfied ; 
They that seek the Lokd shall praise him; 
Tour hearts shall be glad for ever ajid over ! 

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember, and turn to 

Jehovah ; 
All the femilies of the nations shall worship before thee ! 
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28 For the kingdom is Jehovah's ; 

He is the governor of the nations. 
39 All the rich of the eardi shali eat and worsliip ; 

Before him shall they also bow, who are going down to 
the dust, 

Who cannot keep themselves alivo. 
SO The fiiture generation shall serve him ; 

The race which is to come shall hear of Jehovah. 
31 They shall come, and declare his righteousness ; 

His mighty deeds to the people that shall be born- 



PS ALM xsin.- 



A psalm of David. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd ; I sliaD not. want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ; 
He leadefh me beside the still watei-s. 

8 He reviveth my soul ; 

He leadeth me in paths of safety, 

For his name's sake. 
4 When I walk tiirough a valley of deathlike shade, 

I fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; 

Thy crook and thy staff, they comfort me. 
fi Thou preparest a table before me 

In the presence of mine enemies. 

Thou anointest my head with oii ; 

My Clip runneth over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Hyron to Jdiovah, oceasioi 

A pealm of David. 
1 The earth is the Lord's, and all that is therein ; 

The world, and they who inhabit it 
3 For he hath found«i it upon the seas, 

And established it upou the floods. 
3 Wlio shall ascend the hUl of the Lobd ? 

And who shall stand in his holy place ? 
i lie that hath clean hands and a pure heart ; 

"Who hath not inclined his soul to falsehood. 

Not sworn deceitfully, 
e He shall receive a blessing from the Loud, 

And favor from the God of his salvation. 

6 This is the race of them that seek him ; 

They that seek thy face are Jacob. [Pause.] 

7 Lift up your heads, ye gates ! 
Lift yourselves up, ye everlasting doors, 
That the king of glory may come in! 

8 " Who is this limg of glory ? " 
Jehovah, strong and mighty ; 
Jehovah, mighty in battle. 

B Lift up your heads, ye gates ! 
Lift yourselves up, ye everlasting doors, 
That the king of glory may enter in I 
10 "Who is tiih king of glory?" 

Jehovah, God of hosts, he is the king of glory. [Pause.] 

PSALM XXY. 

A prajcr for ileliveranea (rom cnemii 
forgivenaaa, and for 

A psalm of Dojiid. 

1 To thee, Lord ! do I lift up my soul. 

3 O my God ! I trust in thee ; let me not be put to shame I 

Let not my enemies triumph over rae I 
3 Yea, none that hope in tliee shall he put to shame : 

They shall he pnt to shame who wickedly forsake thee. 
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4 Canse me to know thy wajs, Loed ! 

Teadi me thy paths I 
B Lead me in Ay truth, aud teach me ! 

For thou art the God from whom cometh my help ; 

In thee do I trust at all times ! 

6 Kemember thy loving-kiudaess, Lord ! and thy tender 

merey, 
Which thou hast exercised of old ! 

7 Remember not the faults and traasgressioDS of my youth ! 
According to thy mercy remember thou me, 

For thy goodness' sake, Lord I 

8 Good and righteous is the Lohd ; 
Therefore showetli he to sinners the way. 

9 The humble he guideth in hia statutes, 
And the humble he tea«heth his way. 

10 All die doings of the Lord are mercy and truth 
To those who keep his covenant and his precepts. 

11 For thy name's sake, O Loud, 
Pardon my iniquity ; for it is great ! 

12 Who is the man that feareth the Lokd ? 

Him doth he show the way which he should choose. 

13 He shall himself dwell in prosperity, 
And bis offspring shall inherit the land. 

11 The friendship of the Lobd is with them that fear him. 
And he will teach them his covenant. 

15 IVfine eyes are ever directed to the Lord, 
For he will pluck my feet from the net. 

16 Look upOQ me, and pity me ; 
For I am desolate and afflicted ! 

17 Lighten the sorrows of my heart, 
And deliver me fi'om my troubles ! 

18 Look upon my affliction and distress. 
And forgive all my sins ! 

19 Consider how many are my enemies. 
And with what violence they hate me I 

20 Guard thou my life, and deliver me 1 

Let me not be put to shame, for I have trusted in thee I 

21 1/et integrity and uprightness preseire me. 
For on thee do I rest my hope ! 

23 Redeem Israel, God ! from all his troubles! 
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PSALM XXVI 



I Be tJiou my judge, O Lord ! for I have walked iii 

uprightness. 
I have put my trust in the Lord, therefore shall I not 
fall 

5 Examine me, Loed ! and prove me ; 
Try my reins and my heai't ! 

8 For thy kindness is ever before my eyes, 

And I walk in thy truth. 
i I ait not with men of falsehood, - 

And go not in company with dissemblers. 
B I hate the assembly of evil-doers, 

And do not sit wiUi the wicked. 

6 I wash my hands in innocence, 
And go around thine altar, Lord ! 

7 To utter the voice of thanksgiving, 
And tell of all thy wondrous works. 

8 O Lord I I love the habitation of thy honse, 
The place where thine honor dwelleth ! 

B Gather not my breath with sinners. 

Nor my life with men of blood, 
10 In whose hands is mischief, 

And whose right hands are full of bribes ! 

II But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
Oh, redeem me, and he merciful to me I 

12 My feet tread in a straight path ; 

In the congregation will I bless the Lobd. 
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PSALM xxvir. 

in distress eKprcsses iib oonfidenoa in God, and his 
is temple. Ho then pri^ for relief ia his desolate coi 
■,.-.. ^|j|g pj^ni n^y have l»e«u co 



1 Ehdl obtain 
ion aa the last. 



A psdm of David. 

1 The Lori> is my light and my salvation ; 
"Whom shall I feav ? 

The Lord ie the shield of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid ? 

2 When the wiched came upon me to devour me, 

Even my persecutors and enemies, they stumbled and fell. 

5 Though a host should encamp against me, my heart shall 

not fear ; 
Though war should rise against me, yet will I be confident. 
4 One thing have I desired of the Lord ; that do I yet seek ; 
That I may dwell ux the house of tlie Lord all the days 

of my life, 
To heboid the grace of the Lord, 
And to gaze upon his temple, 

6 For in the day of trouble he will hide me in his pavilion ; 
Tea, in the secret place of hb taheraacle will he shelter me ; 
He will set me upon a rock. 

6 Tea, already doth he lift my head above my enemies, 
who are around me ; 
Therefore i« his tabernacle will I offer sacrifices with the 

sound of trumpets ; 
I will sing, yea, with instruments of music I will give 
praise to the Lord. 
.7 Hear my voice, Lord ! when I cry unto thee ; 
Have pity upon me, and answer me! 

8 When I thirjc of thy precept, " Seek ye my face ! " 
Thy face, Lord, do I seek. 

9 hide not thou thy face from me ; 

Cast not tby sei'vant away in diKplcasure ! 
Thou hast been my help, do not leave me; 
Do not forsake me, O God, my helper I 
10 For my fatlier and my mother have forsaken me; 
But the Lord will take me iip. 
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11 Teach me tliy way, O Lord I 

And lead me in the right path, because of my cnen 
13 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries ! 

For false witnesses have risen up agaiast me, 

And such as breathe out injustice. 

13 1 trust that I shall see the goodness of the Loro 
In the land of the living. Hope thou in the Lobd ! 

14 Be of good courage ; let thy heart be strong ; 
Hope thou in the Lord ! 



PSALM XXVIIL 

Prnyer for aid, SDd for the punishment of enemifis, with sti'ong hopes of 
bolng board. 

A psalm of David. 

1 To thee do I cry, O Lokd 1 my rock ! be not sUeiit 

Leat, if thou answer me not, I heeome lite those who go 
down to the pit I 
a Hear the voice of my supplication, when I cry unfo thee. 

When I lift up my hands to. thy most holy sanctuary ! 
3 Draw me not away with the impious, and with evil-doers, 
Who apeak peace to their neighbors, while mischief is in 
their hearts I 
1 Give them according to their deeds, and the wickedness 
of their doings ; 
Give them according to the work of tlieh" hands ; 
Eender fo them their desert! 

5 For they regard not the doings of the Lord, nor the work 

of his hands ; 
Therefore will he destroy them, and not ugain build 
them up. 

6 Praised be the Lord, for he hath heard &u. to'«.; of my 

supplications I 

7 The Lord is my strength and my sliiold ; 
My heart tmsteth in him, and he heJpoth uie 
Therefore doth my heart ezult, 

And in my song T will praise him. 
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i Jehovah is the strength of his people j 
He J3 the protecting shield of his anointed. 

) Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance ; 
Feed them also, and build them up for ever ! 



PSALM XXIX. 



A psalm of David. 

1 Give to Jehovah, O ye sons o£ God ! 
Give to Jehovah glory and praise ! 

2 Give to Jehovah the glory due to his name ; 
Worship Jehovah in holy attire ! 

3 The voice of Jehovah is heard above the waters ; 
The God of glory thundereth, — 

Jehovah above the great waters. 

4 The voice of Jehovah is powerful ; 

The voice of Jehovah is full of majesty ; 
6 The voice of Jehovah breaketh the cedars ; 
Yea, Jehovah breaketh the cedars of Lebanon ; 

6 Tea, he maketh them to leap like a calf, — 
Lebaaon and Sirion like a young buffalo. 

7 The voice of Jehovah divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of Jehovah maketh the wilderness tremble ; 
Yea, Jehovah maketh the wilderness of Kadesh tremble. 

The voice of Jehovah maketh the hinds bring forth, 
And layeth bare the forests ; 
While, in his palace, every one declareth his glory. 

10 Jehovah sitteth above the flood ; 
Tea, Jehovah sitteth king for ever. 

11 Jehovah will ^ve strength to his people; 
Jehovah wUl bless his people with peace. 
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PSALM XXX. 

A song of thanlEB^ving ioi delirerance ftom dietiesB. 
A psiUm of David. To the air of songs for Ihe Sedicatioa of a home. 

1 I WILL extol thee, Lord ! for thou hast lift«d me up, 
And hast not suffered my enemies to rejoice over me. 

2 O Jehovah, my God ! 

1 called upon thee, aud thou hast healed, me ! 

3 O Lord ! thou tast raised me up from the underworld ; 
Thou hast kept mo alive, that I should not go down to 

the pit ! 

4 Sing uuto the Lokd, ye his servants ! 
And praise his holy name ! 

6 For his anger endureth but a moment, 
But his favor through life ; 
In the evening sorrow may be a guest, 
But joy Cometh in the morning. 

6 I said in my prosperity, " I shall never be moved I " 

7 Thou, Lokd ! by thy favor, hast made my mountain to 

stand strong; 
Thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled 1 

8 I cried unto thee, Lokd ! 

To the Lord I made supplication : 

9 " "What will my blood profit thee, tliat I should go down 

to the pit ? 
Can dust praise thee ? Can it declare thy faithfulness ? 

10 Hear, O Lord ! and have pity upon me ! 
Be tlioa, O Lord 1 my helper ! " 

11 Thou didst turn my mourning into dancing ; 

Thou didst loose my sackcloth, and gird me with gladness. 

12 Therefore I will sing praise to thee, and not he silent ; 

Jehovah, my God ! I will give thanks to thee for ever ! 
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PSALM XSXl 

A pn^er flic deliverance, in tie Eoniidcut hope of being heanl. 

For the leader of ike music. A psalm of David. 

1 Iff thee, O LoKB I do I trnst ; let me never be \tat to 

shame; 
According to thy goodnesB deliver me ! 

2 Bow down thine ear to me ; help me speedily ! 

Be to me a strong rock, & high fortress, for my deliverance 

3 For thou art my rock and my high fortress ; 

Be thou also my guide, and lead me, for thy name's sake '. 

4 Draw me out of the net which they have secretly laid 

For thon art my strength ! 
e Into thy hand I commit my life ; 
Thou wilt deliver me, O Lord, thou God of truth I 

6 I hate those who regard lying vanities, 
And put my trust in the Loud. 

7 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy, 
That thou hast looked upon my trouble, 
And hast had regard to my distress ; 

8 That thou hast not given me up to the hands of my enemies, 
But hast set my feet in a wide place. 

Have mercy upon me, Lord ! for I am in trouble ! 
My lace is consumed with grief; 
Tea, my spirit and my body. 
10 For my life is wasted with sorrow, 
And my years with sighing ; 
My strength feUeth hy reason of my affliction. 
And my bones are consumed on account of all my 



11 I have become the scorn of my neighbors, 
And the terror of my acquaintance ; 
They who see me abroad flee from me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man out of mind ; 
I am like a broken vessel. 

13 I heat the slander of many ; fear is on every side j 
For they take counsel t(^ther against me ; 
They devise to take away ray life. 
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14 But I trust in thee, Jeiiovali ! 
I say, " Thou art my God ! " 

15 My destiny is in thy hand ; 

Deliver me from the power of my enemies and perse- 
cutors ! 

16 Let thy face sliine upon thy servant, 
Ajid save me through thy mercy ! 

IT Let me not be put to shame, O Loed ! for I have called 
upon thee ; 
Let the wicked bo put to shame ; 
Let them be silenced in the grave I 

18 Let lying Hpa be put to silence, 

Which speak proud things against the righteous, 
With haughtiness and contempt 1 

19 O how great is thy goodness, which thou treasurest up 

for them that fear thee; 
"Which thou showest to them that trust in ihee, before the 

20 Thou hidest them in the secret place of ihj presence from 

the machinations of men ; 
Thou sheltorest them in thy pavilion flrom the violence of 
. tongues. 

21 Praised be the Lord ; for he hath shown me his wonderful 

kindness, 
As in a fortified city ! 
23 I said in my distj'css, 

" I am cut off from before thine eyes ; " 

But thou didst hear the voice of my supplication, 

When I cried unto thee. 

23 O love the Lord, all ye his servants ; 
For the Lobd preserveth the faithful, 
And requiteth the proud in full measure ! 

24 Be of good courage ; let your hearts be strong. 
All ye who trust in the Loed ! 
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PSALM XSXII. 



-a of DuTii 



The happiness of him whose si 
prophet. See a Samuel, chap, x 

A psalm of David. 

1 Ha-Ppt is he whose tranagresaion is forgiven, whose siu 

ia pardoned ! 

2 Happy the man to whom the Lord imputetli not iniquity. 
And in whose spirit there is no guile ! 

8 While I kept silence, my bones were wasted, 
By reason of my groaning all the day long. 

i For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me ; 
My moisture dried up, as in summer's drought. 

B At length I acknowledged to thee my sin. 
And did not hide my iniquity. 

I SEud, " I will confess my transgression to the Loed ; " 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin ! [Pause.] 

6 Therefore shall every pious man pray to thee, while thou 

maysfc be found ; 
Surely the floods of great waters shall not come near him. 

7 Thoa art my hiding-place; thou preserv-est me from 

trouble ; 
Thou corapasaest me about with songs of deliverance. 

[P.u.e.] 

8 I will instruct thee, and show thee the way thou 

shouldst go ; 
1 will give thee counsel, and keep mine eye upon thee. 

9 Be ye not like the horse and the mule, which have no 



Wh(Be mouths must be pressed with the bridle and curb, 
Because they will not come near thee ! 

10 The widied hath many sorrows ; 

But he that trusteth in the Lord ia encompassed with 

11 Rejoice in the Lord, and be glad, ye righteous ; 
Shout for joy, all ye that are upright In heart 1 
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PSALM XXXIIL 

lor of the ivorld, and th« 

1 Kejoicb, ye righteous, in the Lord ! 
For praise becometh the upright 

2 Praise the Lord with the harp ; 

Sing to him with the tea-stringwi psaltery 1 

5 Sing to him a new song ; 

Play skilfully amid the aonnd of trumpets I 
4 For the word of the Lord is right, 

And all his acts are :&ithful. 
B He loveth justice and equity ; 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, , 
And all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth. ■ 

7 He gathereth the watera of the sea, aa a heap ; 
He layeth up the deep in storehouses, 

,8 Let ail the earth fear the Lord ; 

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
9 For he spake, and it was done ; 

He commanded, and it stood fast. 

10 The LoitD bringeth the devices of the nations to nothing ; 
He frustrateth the designs of kingdoms. 

11 The purposes of the Lord stand for over ; 
The designs of his heart, to all generations. 

13 Happy the nation whose God is Jehovah ; 

The people whom he hath, chosen for his inheritance. 

13 The Lord looketh down from heaven; 
He heholdeth all the children of men; 

14 From his dwelling-place he behoMeth all the inhabitants 

of the earth, — 

15 He that formed the hearts of all, 
And observeth all their works. 

16 A king is not saved by the number of his forces, 
Nor a hero by the greatness of his strength, 

17 The horse is a vain thing for safety. 

Nor can he deliver his master by his great strength. 

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 
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Upon them that tnist in his g 
18 To save them from the power o 

And keep them aJive in. famine. 
30 The hope of our bouIs is in the Lord ; 

lie is our help and our aliield, 

21 Tea, in him doth our heart rejoice ; 
In his holy name we have confidence. 

22 May thy goodness be upon iis, Lokd ! 
According as we trust in thee ! 



PSALM XXXIV. 

Thanksgiving for fleliverajioe from distreBs, and a di 



1 I WILL bless the Lokd at all times ; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
3 In the Lord doth my soul boast ; 

Let the afflicted hear, and rejoice ! 

3 O magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt bis Dame together ! 

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me. 
And delivered me from all my fears. 

6 Look np to him, and ye shaJI have light) 
Tour feces shall never be ashamed. 

6 This afflicted man criei^ and the Lord heard, 
And saved him from all his troubles. 

7 The angels of the Lord encamp around those wl 
And deliver them. 

8 taste, and see how good is the LoRO ! 
Happy the man who trusteth in him ! 

9 O fear the Lord, ye hia servants ! 

For to those who fear him there shall be no wa 

10 Toung lions want, said suffer hunger ; 

But they who fear the Lord want no good thii 

11 Come, ye children, hearlten to me ! 
I wiU teach you the fear of the Losd. 
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12 Wio is he tliat loveth life, 

And desireth many days, in which he may see good? 

13 Guard well thy tongue from evil, 
And thy lips from speaking guile I 

14 Depart from evil, and do good ; 
Seek peace, and pursue it! 

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon tho righteous, 
And his ears are ojren to their cry. 

16 But the iace of the Loed is against evil-doers, 
To' cut off their remembrance from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth. 
And deliveretb them from all their troubles. 

18 The LoBD is near to them that are of a broken heart. 
And saveth such as are of a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous ; 
But the Loed delivereth him from th.em all. 

20 He guardeth all his bones ; 

Not one of them shall be broken. 

21 Calamity destroyeth the wicked, 

And they who hate the righteous suffer for it. 
23 The Lord redeemeth the life of his serrants, 

And none that put their trust in him will suffer for it 



PSALM SXXV. 



A psalm of David. 

1 OoNTBSD, Lord ! with them that contend with me ! 
Fight against them that flght against me ! 

2 Take huid of shield and buckler, 
And stand up for my help ! 

3 Draw forth the spear and the axe against my persecutors ; 
Say to me, "I am thy saivation." 

4 May diey be confounded and put to shame, who seek my 

life; 
May thoy be turned back willi disgrace, who devise my 
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5 JMay they be like dnst before t]ie wind; 
May the angel of tke Lokd drive them ! 

6 May their way be dark and slippery, 

And may the angel of the Lord pursue them ! 

7 For without cause they have laid for me a snare ; 
Without cause they have digged for me a pit. 

8 May unforeseen destruction come upon them ! 

May the snare which they have laid lay hold on them- 

And may they fall into destruction I 

9 Then shall my soul rejoice in the Loed ; 
It shaU exult in his protection. 

10 AH my bones shall say, Who, O Lokd 1 is like thee, 
Who do^t rescue the afflicted from the oppressor, 
The afflicted and destitute from the spoiler ? 

11 False witnesses have risen up ; 

They charge me witli that which has not entered my mind. 

13 They repay me evil for good ; 
They cause bereavement fo my soul. 

IS And yet I, during their sickness, clothed myself with 
sackcloth, 
And afflicted myself with fitsting ; 
And my prayer was turned to mj bosom. 

14 I behaved myself as if he had been my friend or brother ; 
I bowed down in sadness, as one mourning for his mother. 

IB But at my fall they rejoice, and gather themselves to- 
gether; 
Kevilers whom I know not assemble themselves against 

They tear me without ceasing. 
18 With base men who mock for their bread,. 

They gnash at me with their teeth. 
JT How long, Lord ! wilt thou look on ? 

O rescue my life from the destruction they plot for me ; 

My precious life from these young lions ! 

18 I will thank thee in the great assembly ; 
Before a numerous people I wOl praise thee. 

19 Let not them that are my enemies wrongfully triumph 

Let them not wink with the eye, who hate me without 
oaosel 
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30 For they speak not peac« ; 

They devise deoeit against them that are qmet in the land, 

21 Yea, they open their mouths wide ag^nst me ; 
They say, " Aha, aha ! our eye seeth it." 

22 Thou seest it, Lord ! be not silent ! 
O Lord ! be not far from me ! 

33 Arouse thyself; awake for my deftence ! 

My God and njy Lord, awake to my cause ! 
2* Judge me according to thy righteousness, O Jehovah, my 
God! 

Let them not triumph over me ! 
33 Let them not say in their hearts, "Aha! wo have our 

Let them not say, " We have swallowed him up ! " 
36 May they all be confounded and brought to shame, 
Who rejoice at my calamity i 
May they be clothed with ignominy and disgrace. 
Who exalt themselves against me ! 

27 Let them shout for joy, aad he glad, 
Who fevor my righteous cause ; 

Let them ever say, " The Lord be praised. 
Who delighteth in tlie prosperity of his servant ! " 

28 So shall my tongue speak of thy righteousness, 
And daily repeat thy praise. 



PSALM XXXVI. 



For the leader of the masie. A psalm of David, the servant of the Lord. 
1 To speak of the nngodliness of the wicked is in my 

He hath no fear of God before his eyes. 
a For he flattereth himself in his own eyea, 

Till his iniquity is found out and hated. 
3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit j 

He neglecteth to be wise and to do good. 
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4 He devlsefli miadiief upon Ms bed ; 

He persevei'eth in an evil way ; 

He abhorreth not sin. 
Jf Thy goodness, Lokd ! reacheth to the heavens, 

And thy faithfiilness to the cJouds ; 

6 Thy righteousness is like the high mouutaira ; 
Thy judgments are a great deep ; 

Thou, O Loud ! preserveat man and heast ! 

7 How precious is thy loyjng-bindness, O God ! 

Yea, the sons of men seek refuge under the shadow of 
thy winga. 

8 They ftre satisfied with the abundance of thy house. 
And thou causest them to driak of the full stream of thy 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life ; 
Through thy light we see light. 

10 continue thy loving-kindness to them that know thee, 
And thy favor to the upright in heart ! 

11 Let not the foot of the proud come upon me. 
Nor the hand of the wicked remove rae ! 

12 Lo ! already are the workers of iniquity fallen; 
They are cast down ; they are unahle to rise ! 



PSALM xxxvn. 

A didactic paaliu on the rewards of Iha righlaona and the punishment of tba 
A psalm of David. 

1 Eh not thou angry on account of the wicked. 
Nor be envious of those who do iniquity. 

3 For soon shall they be cut down like grass. 
And wither like the green herb. 

8 Trust in the Lokd, and do good ; 
Abide in the land, and delight in faithfulness. 

4 Place thy delight in the Lokd, 

And he wilt give thee thy heart's desires. 
B Commit thy way to the Lord ; 
Trust in him, and ho will g^ve thee success ! 
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8 He will cause thy justice to shiue forth like the light, 
And thy righteousness like the noonday's brightness. 

7 Hope thou patiently oa the Lokd, 
And in liim place thy trust I 

Be not angry on account of the prosperous, — 
On account of him that deviseth deceit ! 

8 Cease from anger ; give not way to wrath ; 
Be not provoked, so as to do evil ! 

9 For evil-doers shall be rooted out ; 

But they who trust in the Lord, they shdi inheiit the 

10 Yet a little while, and the wicked shall be no more ; 

Thou mayst look for hia place, and he will not be found. 
H But the meek shall inherit the land, 

And delight themselves in the Mneas of prosperity. 

12 The wicked man plotteth against the just, 
And gnasheth at him with hia teeth. 

13 The Lord lauglieth at him ; 

For he seeth that hia day is coming, 

14 The wicked draw the sword. 
And bend their bow, 

To cast down the afllicted and the needy, 
And to slay the upi-ight. 

15 Their swords shall enter their own hearts, 
And their bows shall be broken in pieces. 

16 Better is the little of the righteous man 
Than the great ahundance of the wicked ; 

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be bmken, 
But the Lord will uphold the righteous. 

18 The Lord careth for the life of the upright, 
And their inheritance shall endure for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time. 

And in the days of famine they shall have enough. 

20 But the wicked shall perish ; 

Tea, tJie enemies of the Lord shall be consumed, like the 

glory of the fields ; 
They shall be consumed info smoke, 

21 The wicked borroweth, and repayeth not ; 
But the righteous is merciful and bountiful. 

22 For they who are biased by God shall inherit the land. 
And they who are cursed by him shall he rooted out. 
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23 The steps of the goocl man are directed by the Lord ; 
He delighteth himself in his way. 

24 Thougli he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, 
For the Lord holdeth him by the hand. 

35 I have been young, and now am old ; 
Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
Nor his offspring beg^ng bread. 

36 He is ever merrafbl »nd lendeth, 
And his offspring shall be blessed. 

2T Depart from evil, and do good ; 

So thou shalt dwell in the laud for ever. 
28 For the Lonso loveth righteouBnesa, 

And forsaketh not hia servants ; 

They are preserved for ever ; 

But the posterity of the wicked shall be rooted out, 

39 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
And shall dwell therein for ever. 

SO The mouth of the righteous uttereth wisdom. 

And bis tongne speaketb what is right. 
81 The law of his God is in bis heart ; 

His footsteps shall not slip. 

32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
And seeketb to slay him ; 

33 The Iiord will not leave Mm in his hand. 

Nor suffer him to be condemned, when ho is judged. 
84 Trust in the Lord, and keep his way, 

And he will exalt thee to the possession of the land, 
Whilst thou shalt see the destruction of the wicked I 

35 I have seen a wicked man in great power, 
And spreading himself like a green cedar ; 

36 But he passed away, and, lo ! he was no more ; 
Tea, I sought hira, but be was not found. 

37 Mark the righteous man, and behold the uprigh^ 
That posterity is to the man of peace ! 

38 But transgressors wiU all be destroyed ; 

The posterity of the wicked shall be rooted out. 
89 The salvation of the just is from tho Lord, 
He is their strength in the time of trouble. 

40 The Lord will help and deliver them ; 

Ho will deliver them from their enemies, and save thean, 
Because they trust in him. 
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PSALM xxxvni. 



A psalm of Dimid. To bring to Teiaembraace, 

1 O Lord ! rebute ms not in thy wratli, 
Nor chasten me is thy hot displeasare 1 

2 For thine arrows have deeply pierced me, 
And thy hand hath been heavy upon me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesl^ because of thine anger , 
Nor rest in my bones, because of my sin. 

i For my iniquities have gone over my head ; 

Like a heavy burden, they are more tlian I can bear. 
6 My wounds putrefy and are loathsome on account of my 
folly. 

6 I am bent ; I am bowed down greatly ; 
I go mourning all the day long, 

7 For my loins are full of burning heat. 
And there is no soundness in my flesh. 

8 I am weakened and bruised exceedingly ; 

I roar by reason of the disquietude of my heart. 

9 Lord ! thou kDOwest all my desire. 
And my groaning is not hidden from tliee ! 

10 My heart panteth ; my sti'ength faileth me ; , 
The very light of my eyes is gone from me. 

11 My friends and acquaintance keep aloof &om my woe, 
And my kinsmen stand afar off: 

13 While they who seek aiy life lay snares for me ; 
They who seek my hurt threaten destrucfion. 
And meditate deceit all the day long- 

13 But I, like a deaf man, hear not ; 

And, like a dumb man, open not my mouth. 

14 I am like one who heareth nothing, 
And in whose mouth is no reply. 

13 For in thee, Lokd ! do I put my trust; 

ThoQ wilt hear, O Lord, my God! 
18 For I have prayed, " Let them not rejoice over me ; 

Let them not exult at the slipping of my feet 1 " 
17 For I am ready to fell, 

And my pain doth never leave me ; 
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18 For I confess my iniquity, 

And am troubled on account of my sin. 

19 But my enemies flouiish and are strong ; 
They who hate me without cause are multiplied. 

20 They who repay good with evil are my enemies, 
Because I follow that which is good. 

SI Forsake me not, O Lord ! 

my God ! be not far from mo ! 
22 Malte haate to mine aid, Lord, my salvation I 



PSALM SXXIX. 



A psaloi of Daaid. For Hie leader of the musi'e of the JedulJmiiiles. 

1 I SAID, I will take heed to my ways, 
That I may not sin with my tongue ; 

I will keep my mouth with a bridle, 
While the wicted is before me. 

2 I was dumb with silence ; I spake not even what was good ; 
But my pain was increased. 

3 My heart was hot within me ; 

In my anguish the fire burst forth, 
Aud I sp^o with my tobgue : 
1 Lord, make mo to know mine end, 
And the numher of my days, 
That I may know how frail I am ! 

5 Behold, thoa hast made my days as a hand-breadth. 
And my Ufe is as nothing before thee ; 

Yea, every man in his firmest state is altogether vanity. 

6 Surely every man walkofh in a vain show ; 
Surely he disquieteth himself in vain; 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather 

7 "What, then, Lord I is my hope ? 
My hope is in thee I 

8 Deliver me from all my transgressions ; 
Let me not be the reproach of scoffers I 
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9 Yet I am dumb ; I open not my mouth ; 

For thou hast done it ! 
10 But remove from me thine infliction ; 

For I am periahing by the blow of thine hand. 
U When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for iniquity, 

Thou causest his glory to waste away like a moth! 

Surely every man is vauity. 

12 Hear my prayer, O Lord ! 
Give ear to my cry ; 

Be not silent at my t«ars ! 

For I am but a stranger with thee, 

A sojourner, as all my fatliers were. 

13 spare me, that I may recover sti'eagth. 
Before I go away, and be no more! 



FSALJi XL. 

Thantsgivine G>r pasl fevors, resolutions of oboflienoa to the Diriue will, 
and prayer for couanueJ inarcj. 

For the leader of ihe tnwsie. A psalm of David. 

1 I TRDSTED steadfastly in the Lord, 
And he listened, and heard my cry. 

2 He drew me out of a horriblo-pit, 
Out of the miry clay ; 

He set my feet upon a rock. 
And made my steps firm. 

5 He hath put into my mouth a new song, 
A song of praise to our God. 

Many shall see, and fear, 
And put their trust in the Loed. 
4 Happy the man who maketh the Lord his trust, 
And resorteth not to men of pride and falsehood ! 

6 Many, O Lord, my God I are tJie wonderful worlcs 

which thou hast done; 
Many have been thy gracious purposes towards us ; 
None can be compared to thee ! 
Would I declare and rehearse them, they are more than 

can be n ' 
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6 In sacrifice and oblation thou hast no pleasure ; 
Mine ears thou hast opened ; 
Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou requirest not, 

7 Therefore I said, " Lo, I come ; 

In the scroll of the book it is prescribed to me ; 

8 my God! to do thy will is my delight, 
And thy law dwelletli in my heart ! " 

9 I have proclaimed thy righteousness in the groat assembly , 
Lo, I have not restrtuned my lips, 

LoED ! thoa knowest ! 

10 I hide not thy justice in my heart ; 

1 declare thy faithfiilness and thy salvation ; 

I conceal not thy mercy and truth from the great aaaemhly. 

11 "Withdraw not from me thy tender mercies, Lord ! 
May thy loving-kindness and thy truth continually pre- 

13 For evils without number have encompassed me } 
My iniquities have overtaken me ; 
I cannot see the end of them ; 
They are more than the hairs of my head, 
And my heart dieth within me. 

13 May it please thee, Lord ! to deliver me ! 
LoED ! make haste to mine aid I 

14 May they all be confounded and covered with shame . 
Who seek to take away my life ! 

X«t them be driven back with disgrace 
"Who desire to do me injury ! 

15 Let them be overwhelmed with confusion 
Who cry out to me, Aha ! aha 1 

IS But let all who seek thee 

Be glad and rejoice in thee I 

Let those who love thy protection 

Ever say, " Great is Jehovah! " 
IT I am poor and afflicted, yet the Lord thinketh upon me ; 

Thou ai't my help and my deliverer ; 

My God ! make no delay ! 
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PSALM XLI. 

Prayer of one in. atBiction, wliosa enemies desired and. plotted liis destruc- 

For tfe leader of the mime A psalia of David. 

I IIappt is he who hath regard to the poor ! 
Tlie LoED will deliver him in time of trouble. 

3 The LoKD will preserve him, and keep him alive ; 
He shall be happy on the earth j 
Thou wilt not give him. up to the will of his enemies ! 

3 The Lord vf ill ati'engthen him upon tlie bed of disease j 
Al l his bed thou wilt change ia has sickness. 

4 I said, Lord ! be merciful to me ! 
Heal me, for I have sinned against thee ! 

My enemies speak evil of me : 

" When will he die, and his name perish ? " 

6 If one come to aee me, he speaketh falsehooci; 
Hia heart gathereth malice ; 

"Wlien he goetli abroad, he uttereth it 

7 All that hate me whisper together against me ; 
Against me do tley devise mischief: 

8 " A deadly disease cleaveth iast unto him ; 
He lieth down, and he shall never ai-ise ! " 

9 Yea, my familiar friend in whom I trusted, who did eat 

of my bread, — 
He hath lifted up his heel against me. 
10 But do thou, O LoED ! have pity upon me ; 
Raise me up, that I may requite them 1 

II By this I know that thou favorest me, 
Because my enemy doth uot triumph over me. 

12 As for me, thou wilt uphold me in my integrity ; 
Thou wilt set me before thy fac« for ever ! 

13 Praised be Jehovah, the God of Israel, 

From everlasting to everlasting. Amen ! Amm! 
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PSALM XLIT., XLin. 

The aspirations of an afflicted exile after Oie temple and worsliip of God. 
For the leada- of Hie music. A ronp of the sows of Komi. 

1 As the hart panteth for Uie water-bi-oots, 
So panteth lay sou! for thee, O God I 

2 My 60ul thirsteth for Giod, the living God : 
"Wien shall I come, and appear before God? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night, 

While they say to me continually, " "Where is thy God ? '■ 

4 "When I think of it, I pour out my soul in grief j 
How I once walked with tlie multitude, 
Walked slowly with them to tlie house of God, 

Amid sounds of joy and praise with the festive multitude I 

5 Way art thou cast down, my soul ? 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ; for I shaD yet praise him, 
Him, my deliverer and my God ! 

e My soul is cast down within me, 
While I remember Uiee from the land of Jordan and 

Hermon, 
From the mounteiin Mizar. 

7 Deep calleth for deep at the noise of thy waterfalls ; 
All thy waves and billows liave gone over me! 

8 Once the Lord commanded his kindness by day, 
And by. night his praise was with me, — 
Tliaoksgiving to the God of my life. 

9 How I say to God, my rock. Why hast thou fbrgotf«n me ? 
Why go I mourning on account of the oppression of the 

enemy? 

[108] 
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10 llike the crushing of my bonea are the reproaches of (ha 

enemy, 
■VVMle they say to me contmually, "Where is thy God?" 

11 Why art thou cast down, O my 60ul? 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him, 
Him, my deliverer and my God ! 

1 Judge me, God ! and defend my cause against a 
merciless nation I 
Dcliyer me from unjust and deceitful men 1 
S Thou art the God of my refuge : why dost thou cast me off? 
Why go I mourniug on account of the oppression of the 
enemy ? 

3 O send forth thy light and thy truth; let them guide me ; 
Let them lead me to thy holy mountain, and to thy 

dwelling-place ! 

4 Then will I go to the altar of God, 
To tiie God of my joy and esultation ; 

Yea, upon tLe harp will 1 praise thee, O God, my God ! 
a Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thoa in God ; for I shall yet praise him, 
Him, my deliverer and my God ! 



PSALM XLIV. 
Prayer of a pious Israelite for the relief of hia oppressed and peraeeut 

For ilie leader of the music. A psaJm of' the sons of Kwah. 

1 O God ! we have heard with our ears, 

Ou^ fathers have told us, 

Whi^ deeds thou didst in their days, 

In the day's of old, 
3 With thine own, hand didat thou drive out the nations. 

And plant our fathers ; 

Thou didst destroy the nations, 

And cause our fathers to flourish. 
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3 For not by tlieir own swovds did they gain possession of 

the laud, 
Nor did their own arms give them victory; 
Bnt thy right hand, and thine arm, and the liglit of thy 

countenfuice ; 
For thou didst fevor them ! 

4 Thou art my king, God ! 

send deliverance to Jacob ! . 
Tlirough thee we may cast down onr enemies ; 
Through thy name we may trample upon our adversaries! 

6 I trust not in my bow, 
Nor can my sword save me. 

7 But it is thou only who savest as from our enemies, 
And puttest to shame those who hate us ! 

8 In God will we glory continually ; 

Yea, we will praise thy uame for ever ! [Pause.] 

9 Yet now thou hast cast us off, and put us to shame ; 
Thou goest not forth witli our armies. 

10 Thou makest ua turn back from the enemy, 
And they who hate ns make our goods their prey. 

11 Thou makest us like sheep destined for food, 
And scatterest ub among the nations. 

13 Thou seUest thy people for nought, 

And hkcreaaest not thy wealth by their price. 
13 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbors, 

A scorn and a derision to those who ai-e around us. 
H Thou makest us a byword among the nations, 

And causest the people to. shake their heads at us. 
IB My ignominy is continually before me, 

And shame covereth my face, 

16 On account of the voice of the scoffer and the reviler, 
And on account of the enemy and the avenger. 

17 Ail this hath come upon us ; 
Yet have we not forgotten thee, 

Nor have we been fidse to thy covenant. 

18 Our hearts have not wandered from thee. 
Nor have our feet gone out of thy path ; 

19 Though thou liast crushed us in a land of jackals. 
And covered ns with thick darkness. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our Grod, 

Or stretched tbrth our hands to a strange God, 
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3! Surely God would search it out ; 

For he kaoweth the scwets of the heart. 

22 But for thy sake we are killed all the day ; 
We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 

23 Awake ! why sleepest thou, O liord ? 
Arise ! cast us not otf for ever ! 

24 Wherefore dost thoii hide thy face, 
And forget our affliction and oppression ? 

23 Our soul is howed dowu to the dust j 

Our body cleaveth to the earth. 
26 Arise, thou, our strength ! 

And deliver us, for fhy mercy's sake I 



PSALM XLV. 
The praises of a Wng. 



1 My heart is OTerflowing with a good matter ; 
I will address my work to the kiug : 

May my tongue be lUce the pen of a ready writer ! 

2 Thou art flie fairest of the sons of men ; 
Grace is poured upon thy lips ; 

For God hath blessed thee for ever I 

3 Gird thy sword to thy thigli, thou hero ! — 
Thy glory and ornament ! 

4 In thy glorious array ride forth victorionBly, 
On account of truth and mOdness and justice ; 
And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things I 

5 Thme ai'rows ai-e sharp ; 
Nations shall fall before thee ; 

They shall pierce the hearts of tlio king's enemies, 
a Thy throne is God's for ever and ever ; 

The sceptre of thy kingdom is a sceptre of equity ! 
7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity ; 

Therefore halh God, thy God, anointed thee 

"With the oil of gladness above thy fellows ! 
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8 All thy gavmenta are myrrb, aloes, and cassia ; 
From iTory palaces stringed instruments delight tliee. 

9 Daughtei-3 of kings are among thy chosen women ; 
On the right hand stands the queen 

In gold of Ophir. 

10 Listen, daughter! consider, and incline thine ear ; 
Forget thy people and thy lather's house ! 

11 For the king is captiyated with thy beauty ; 
He is now thy lord ; honor thou him ! 

12 So shall the daughter of Tyre seek thy favor with gifts, 
The rich among the people. 

13 All glorious is the ting's daughtei' in her apartment ; 
Her robe is embroidered with gold, 

14 In variegated garaients shall she be led to the king ; 
The vir^n companions that follow her shall be brought 

unto thee. 
IB With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought ; 
They shall enter the king's palace. 

16 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
Whom thou shalt make princes through all the land. 

17 I will make thy name memorable throughout all gen- 

erations ; 
So shall the nations praise thcc for ever and ever ! 



PSALM XLVL 

'lianliBgiring for victory over enemies, nnd truBi 
refi^ and darciii^. 

'or the Under of the music. Of, oi 
the laanner, or vrii 

1 God is our refuge and strength ; 

An ever present help in trouble, 
a Therefore will we not feai', though the earth be changed ; 

Though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea ; 
S Though its waters roar and be^ti-oabled. 

And the mountains shake with the swelUng thereof. 

[Pm,e.] 
I A river with its streams shall make glad the city of God, 

The holy dwellhig-placc of the Most High. 
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6 God is the midst of her ; she Bliall not be moved ; 
God will lielp lier, and that full early. 

6 The nations raged ; kingdoms were moved ; 
He uttered hia voice, the earth melted, 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us ; 

The God of Jacob is oor refuge. [Pause.] 

8 Come, behold the doings of the Lord ; 
What desolations he hath made in the earth ! 

9 He causeth wars to cease to the end of the earth ; 

He hath broken the bow, and snapped the spear asunder, 
And barned the chariots in fire. 

10 " Desist, Mid know that I am God ; 

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
throughout the earth ! " 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us ; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 



PSALM XLVII. 

A bytan of thanksgiving to Jehovali, as llie giver of victory to the Israelites. 

For ihe leader of the music. A psaha of the toiis of Korah. 

,1 O CLAP your hands, all ye nations ! 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph 1 

2 For terrible is Jehovah, the Most High, 
The great king over all the earth. 

3 He hath subdued nations under us, 
And kingdoms under our feet ; 

i He hath chosen for us an inheritance, 

The glory of Jacob, whom he loved. ^FauB&J 

6 God goeth up with a shout ; 

Jehovah with clie sound of the trumpet, 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises ! 
Sing praises to our king, sing praises ! 

7 For God is king of all the earth ; 
Sing to him hymns of praise ! 

8 God reigneth over the nations ; 
God aitteth upon Ms holy throne. 
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9 The princes of the nations gather themsehes together 
To the people of the God of Abraliam ; 
For the mighty of the earth belong to God } 
He is supremely esalted. 



PSALM XLVIII. 

A hymu of Ihanksgiviug foe the ddiyeranM of Jernsalem from invadiag 

A psalra of ilie seas of KoraJi. 

1 Geeat is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised 
In tlie city of our God, upon Ms holy mountain, 

2 Beautiful in its elevation ia Mount Zion, 
The joy of the whole earth ; 

The joy of the farfiest North is the city of the great king ; 

3 In her palaces God ia known as a refuge. 

i For, lo ! kings were assembled against it ; 
They passed away together. 

5 As soon as they saw, tliey were astonished ; 
They were coijbanded, and hasted away. 

6 TJiere terror seized upon them, — 
Pain, as of a woman in travail ; 

7 As when the east wind breateth in pieces 
The ships of Tarshish. 

8 As we have heard, so have we seen 

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of ottr God ; 
God win establish it for ever. [Pause.] 

8 We tbiiik of thy loving-kindness, God ! 
In the midst of thy temple ! 

10 As thy name, God ! so thy praise, extendeth to the 

ends of the earth ; 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

11 Mount Zion rejoiceth. 

The daughters of Judah exult. 

On account of thy righteous judgments. 
13 Go round about Zion ; cumber her towers ; 
13 Mark well her bulwarks ; count her palaces ; 

That ye may tel! it to the next generation ! 
li For tiiis God is our Giod for ever and ever ; 

He will be our guide unto death. 
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PSALM XLIX. 

The condidon of tha righteous and the wicked. The rich oppcasior not to 
be eovied. The comfort of the righteous, when they axe oppressed, in the 
consideration that God ie their fi-iend. 

Fi/r Hie leader of the mtisic. A psalm of ihe sans of Kurak. 

1 Heae this, all ye nations ; 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world ; 

2 Both high and low, rich and poor alilie ! 

3 My mouth shall apeak wisdom, 

And the meditation of my mind shall be understanding. 

4 I wiH incline mine ear to a poem ; 
I will utter my song upon the harp. 

8 Why should I fear in the days of adversity. 
When the iniquifj of my adversaries encompasseth me; 

6 They who trust in their riches, 

And glory in tlie greatness of their wealth? 

7 No one can redeem his brother from death. 
Nor give a ransom for him ia God, 

8 That he should live to ef«rnity, 
And not see the pit. 

9 Too costly is the redemption of his life, 
And he giveth it up for ever. 

10 For he seeth that wise men die, 

As well as the foolish and the ignorant ; 

They perish alike, 

And leave their wealth to others. 

11 They ima^ne that their houses will endure for ever, 
And their dweUing-places from generation to generation ; 
Men celebrate tlieir names on the earth. 

12 Yet man, who is in honor, abideth not ; 
He is like the beasts iliat perish. 

13 Such is the way wMch is their confidence ! 

And they who come after them approve their maxims. 

[Pause.] 
li Like sheep they are cast into the underworld ; 
Death shall feed upon them ; 
And the upright shall soon trample upon them. 
Their foi-ra shall be consumed in the underworld. 
And they shall no moi'e have a dwelling-place. 
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13 Bat Go<l will redeem my life from the underwork! ; 

Tea, he will take me under his care. [Pause.] 

16 Be not thou afraid, when one becoineth rich ; 
"Wlien the glory of his ,house is increased ! 

17 For, when he dieth, he will carry nothing away ; 
His glory wiU not descend after him. 

18 Though in his life he thought himself happy, — 
Though men praised thee, while fhon waat in pi-osperity, — 

19 Yet shall thou go to the dwelling-place of thy lathers, 
Who never more shall see the light ! 

20 The man who is in honor, but without understanding, 
Is like the beasts that perish. 



avail witlioiit int«r- 



1 The mighty God, Jehovah, speaketh, and calieth the 
earth. 

From the rising of the sun to its going down. 
2 . Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God shineth forth. 

3 Our (rod cometh, and wLU not be silent; 
Before him is a devouring Are, 

And around him a raging tempest. 

4 He calieth to the heavens on high. 

And to the earth, while he judgeth his people : . 
B " Giather together before me my godly ones, 
Who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice ! " 

6 (And the heavens shall declare hia righteousness, 

For it is God himself that isjudge.) [Pause.] 

7 " Hear, O my people, and I will speak ! 
O Israel, and I will testify against thee ! 
For I am God, thine own God. 

8 I reprove thee not on account of thy sacrifices ; 
For thy burnt-offerings are ever before me. 

9 I will take no bullock from thy house, 
Nor he-goat from tliy folds ; 
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10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, 
And ihe cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 I know all tlie birds of the mountains, 

And the wild beasts of the field are before me. 

12 if I were hungry, I would not tell thee ; 
Eor the world is mine, and aE that is tlierein. 

33 Do I eat the flesh of bulls, 
Or drini; the blood of goats ? 

14 Offer to God thanksgiving. 

And pay thy vows to the Most High I 

15 Then call upon me in the day of trouble : 

I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me 1 " 

16 And to the wiclced God saith, 

" To what purpose dost thou tallt of my statutes ? 
And why hast thou my laws upon thy lips? — 

17 ITiou, who hatest instruction 

And easiest my words behind thee 1 

18 "When thou seest a thief, thou art in friendship with hjm. 
And haat fellowship with adulterers. 

19 Thou lettest loose tliy mouth to evil, 
And thy tongue frameth deceit ; 

20 Thou sittest and spealtest against thy brotJier; 
Thou slaadei-est thine own mother's son. 

21 These things hast thou done, and I kept silence , 
Hence thou thoughtest that I was altogether like tbvjelf : 
But I will reprove thee, and set it in order before thina 

22 Mark this, ye that forget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, and none deliver yon ! 

23 Whoso offeretli praise honoreth me ; 
And to him who hath regard to his ways 
Will I show salvation from God." 
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A pmyer ftir fbr^yene 
For the h 

1 Be gracious unto me, God I according to &y loving 
kmdnesa ; 
According to the greatness of thy mercy, blot out mj 

a Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

And cleanse me from my sin ! 
3 For I acknowledge my transgreasiona, 

And my sin is ever before me. 
i Against thee, thee only, have I ainned, 

And in thy sight have I done evil ; 

So that thou art just in thy sentence, . . 

And rigliteous in thy judgment. 
6 Behold I I was boiii iri iniquity, 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 

6 Behold ! thou desirest truth in the heart; 
So teach me wisdom in my inmost soul ! 

7 Purge me with hjBsop, until I be clean ; 
WaSi me, until I be wliiter than snow ! 

a Make me to hear joy and gladness, 

So ^at the bones which tiiou hast broken may rejoice ! 
Hide thy face from my sins. 

And blot out all my iniquities ! 

10 Create within me a clean heart, O Glod ! 
E«new within me a steadfast spirit I 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence. 
And take not thy holy spirit from me ! 

12 Restore to me the joy of thy protection, 
And strengthen me with a willing spirit ! 

13 Tlien will I teach thy ways to transgressors. 
And sinners shall be converted to thee. 

11 Deliver me from the guilt of blood, God, the God of 
my salvation ! 

That my tongue may sing aloud of thy goodness ! 
15 O Lord ! open thou my lips. 

That my mouth may show forth thy praise ! 
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10 For thou desirest rot sacrifice, else would 1 give it ; 
Thou delightest not in hurnt-offeringa. 

17 The sacrifice wliidi God loveth ia a broken spirit ; 

A broken and contrite heart, O God! thou wilt not 
despise ! 

18 Do good to Zion according to thy mercy ; 
Build up the walls of Jerusalem ! 

19 Then Shalt thou be pleased with sacrifices of righteo 
With burat<iffering5 and complete offerings ; 
Then shall bullocks be offered upon thine altar. 



PSALM Ln. 
Remonstrance agidnst a proud and nialimiant enemy, and prediction of Us 

For the leader of iJe nium'c. A psaim of David, when Doeg, the Edamle, 
came and told Satd, and saifi io kiia, David is come to ifi« hoase of 
Abimelech. 

1 Why gloriest thou in mischief, thou man of violence ? 
The goodness of God yet coatinueth daily. 

2 Thy tongue deviseth mischief. 

Like a aharp razor, than contriver of deceit ! 

3 Thou lovest evD more than good. 

And to lie more than to speak truth. [Pause.] 

i Thou lovest all devouring words, 

thou deceitful tongue ' 

6 Thee also shall God utterly destroy I 
He shall seize thee, and tear thee from thy dwelling-place. 
And uproot thee from the land of the living. [Pause.] 

6 The righteous shall see and fear, 
And shall laugh at him. 

7 " Behold the man that made not God his strength, 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches. 

And placed his strength in his wickedness ! " 

8 But I shall be like a green olive-tree in the house of 

God; 

1 will trust in the goodness of God for ever and ever. 
1 will pi-aise thee for ever for what ihou hast done ; 

I will trust in thy name, because it is good, 
Before the eyes of thy godly ones ! 
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wMther hf 



le liTii 






Tm- Hie leader of i!ie music. Tn be sunn on loiiid iastrumi 
o/Damd. 

1 The fool siuth in his heart, " There is no God ! " 
They are corrupt ; their doings are abominable ; 
There is noDe that doeth good. 

2 God looketh down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any tbat have nnderstanding, 

That have regard to God. 
S They are all gone astray ; together are they corrupt ; 

There is none that doetii good, no, not one. 
{ Shall not the evil-doers be requited, 

"Wlio eat up my people like bre^ 

And call not upon God ? 
S Yea! fear shall com© npon them. 

Where no fear is ; 

For God will scatter the bonus of Mm that encampeth 
ag^st thee ; 

Thou shall put them to shame, for God despiseth them ! 
S that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion ! 

"Wlien God bringetli back the i-ajjtives of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel be glad. 



rSALM LIV. 

A prayer againat enemi( 

Far (he leader of the mime. To be su 
o/" David, whea the Zipkiies come oi 
himself loilh ua ? 

1 Sate me, Go<l ! by thy name. 

And by thy strength defend my cause ! 
S G!od ! hear my prayer. 

Give ear to the words of my mouth ! 
S For enemies have risen np against me, 

And oppressors seek my fife ; 

They have not set God before their eyes. 



[Pause.] 
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4 Behold ! God is my helper ; 
The Lord is the support of my life. 

5 He will repay evil fo my enemies ; 

For thy truth's salce, God ! cut them off I 

6 With a willing heart will I sacrifice to thee ; 

I will praise thy name, O Lord ! for it is good 

7 For thou hast delivered me fi'om all trouble, 
So that my eye ha^ looked with joy upon my 



s, Cipetially against a treaelierooa frien 



1 Give oar to my prayer, God ! 
Hide not thyself from my supplicaljon I 

2 Attend unto me, and hear me ! 

I wander about mourniug aad wailing, 

3 On account of the clamors of the enemy, 
On account of the violence of the wicked. 
For they bring evil upon me. 

And in wrath set themselves against mo. 

4 My heart trembleth in my bosoro, 

And the terrors of death have faOen upon me. 

5 Fear and trembling have seized me, 
And horror liath overwhelmed me. 

6 Then I say, that I had wings like a dove I 
For then would I fiy away, and be at rest. 

7 Behold, I would wander far away, 

And take up iny abode in a wilderness. [Pause.] 

8 I would hasten away to a shelter 
From the rushing wind and tempest. 

9 Confound, O Lord ! divide their counsels ! 
For I behold violence and strife in the city. 

10 Day and night do these go about its walls ; 
In the midst of it are iniquity and mischief. 

11 Wickedness is in the midst of it ; 
n and fraud depart not from its streets. 
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13 It was not an enemy that reviled me, 

Then I could have borne it ; 

Nor one that hated me, who rose up against me ; 

From him I could have hid myself. 
13 But it was thou, a man my equal, 

My friend, and my acquaintance. 
H We held sweet converse together, 

And walked to the house of God in company. 
15 May sudden death seize upon them ! 

May they go down to the underworld alive ! 

For wickedness is in their dwellings, in the midst of them. 
1(1 As for me, I will call upon God, 

And Jehovah will save me. 

17 At evening, at mom, and at noon I mourn and sigh, 
And he will hear my voice. 

18 He win deliver me in peace from my conflict ; 
For many have risen up against me. 

19 God wiU hear me, and bring them down, — 

Ho that hath been judge of old. [Puase.J 

Because they have no changes. 
Therefore they fear not God. 

20 They lift up their hajids against their fiiend, 
And break their covenant with him. 

21 Their speech was softer than butter, 
But war was in their heart ; 

Their words were smoother than oil. 
Yet were they drawn swords. 

22 " Cast thy burden upon the Lokd, and he will sustain 

thee; 
He will never suifor the rightooua to fall ! " 

23 Yea, thou, O Crod I wilt bring them down into the lowest 

pit! 
Bloody and doceitflil men shall not hve out half their days. 
But I will trust in thee I 
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A prayer for iielp by one anrroimded by enemies. 

For the leads- of the music. To he sung to tU time of "The dumb dom 
among strangers" A psalm of Vavid^ wlten ihe Philistiiies took Mm in 
Galh. 

1 HiVE pity upon me, God ! for man panteth for my 

lifo i 
My adversary daily oppressetli me ! 

2 Mine enemies daily pant fgr my life. 

And many are they who war proudly against me. 

5 When I am in fear, 

I will put my trust in thee ! 
i Through G!od shall I praise hia. word ; 

In God do I put my trust ; I will not fear; 

What can flesh do to mo ? 
B Every day they wrest my words ; 

All their fhonghts are against me for evil. 

6 They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, 

they watch my steps, 
Lying in wait for my life. 
1 ShaU they escape by their iniquity? 
In thine anger cast down the people, God I 

8 Count thou my wanderings ; 
Put my tears into thy bottle ! 

Are they not recorded in thy hook ? 

9 When I cry to thee, my enemies shall turn back ; 
This I know, that God is for me. 

10 Through God shall I praise his word ; 

I shall glory in the promise of Jehovah. 

11 In God do I put my trust ; I will not fear : 
What can man do to me ? 

12 Thy vows are upon me, God ! 
I will render praises to thee ! 

13 For thou hast delivered mo from death, 
Yea, my feet from falling, 

That I may walk before Gtod in the light of the living. 
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to the liuie of •' Do n< 

■ '■--. Smd in tJ.e cam 



Far the leader of the vtasic. To be sung to , 
A psalm of David, when hefialfii 

X Hate pity upon me, God ! have pity upon me, 

For in thee doth my soul seek refuge ! 

Tea, in the aliadow of thy Tilings do I take shelter, 

Unlal these calamities be overpast ! 
3 I call upon God the Most High, 

Upon God, who performeth SL\ things for me ; 
3 He will send from heaven, and save me ; 

He will put to shame him that panteth for my life ; 

[Pai 

God will send forth, his mercy and Ma trutli. 
i My life is in the midst of lions ; 

I dwell among them tliat breathe out Are ; 

Among men whose teeth are spears and arrows. 

And whose tongue is a sharp sword. 

5 Exalt thyself O God ! above the heavens. 
And thy glory above all the earth ! 

6 They have prepared a net for my steps ; 
My soul is bowed down ; 

They have di^ed a pit before me. 
But into it they liave themselves fallen, 

7 My heart is strengthened, O God I my heart is stron, 

I will sing, and give tlianks. 

8 Awake, my soul I awake, psaltery and harp ! 
I will wake witJi the early dawn. 

9 I will praise thee, O Lord ! among the nations ; 
I will sing to thee among the kingdoms ! 

10 For thy mercy reacheth to the heavens, 
And thy truth to the clouds ! 

11 Exalt thyself, O G!od ! above the heavens, 
And thy glory above all the earth I 
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PSALM LYIIL 

An invecliva against Tricked rulers. Prayers and hopes for Ihoir deEtmofion. 

For ihe leader of the music. To the tune of " Do nol destroy." A psalm 
of David. 

1 Do ye, indeed, administer justice fa,itlifi[lly, jo mighty 
ones? 

Do ye judge with uprightness, ye sons of men ? 
a Nay, in your hearts ye contrive iniquity ; 

Tour hands weigh out violence in the land ! 

3 The wicked are estranged, from theii- very hirth ; 
The liars go astray as soon as they are born. 

4 They have poison, lilce the poison of a serpent ; 
Like the deaf adder's, which stoppetli her ear; 

Which lisffineth not to the voice of the cliarmer, 
And of the sorcerer, skilful in incantations. 

6 Break their teeth, O God ! in their months I 
Break out the great teeth of the lions, Lokd I 

7 May they melt like waters, which flow away ; 

May their airawB, when they aim them, be as if cut in 
pieces ! 

8 May they be like the snail, which melteth away as it goeth ; 
Like the abortion of a woman, that seeth not the sun ! 

9 Before your pots feel the heat of the thorns. 
Whether fresh, or burning, may they be blown away I 

10 The righteous shall rejoice, when he seeth such vengeance ; 
He shall bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked. 

11 Then shall men say, "Truly there is a reward for the 

righteous ! 
Truly there is a God who is judge upon the earth 1 " 
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1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my Giod ! 
Defend me irom them tliat rise up against me ! 

2 Deliver me from the doers of iniquity, 
And save me from men of blood ! 

8 For, lo ! they lie in wait for my life ; 
The mighty are gathered against me, 
Without any offence or fault of mine, Loed ! 

i 'Without any offence of mine, they run and prepare them- 
eelvea ; 
Awake to help me, and behold ! 

5 Do thou, Jehovah, God of hosts, God of Israel, 
Awake to punish all the nations ! 

Show no mercy to any wicked transgressors I [Pause.] 

6 Let them return at evening, 
Let them howl like dogs. 
And go round about the city ! 

7 Behold ! with their mouths they belch out malice ; 
Swords are upon their lips ; 

" For who," say they, " will hear ? " 

8 Tet thou, Lord ! wilt laugh at them ; 
Thou wilt hold all the nationis in derision ! 

9 O my Strength ! to thee will I look ! 
For God is my defence ; 

10 My God will come to meet me with his mercy ; 

God will cause me to look with joy upon my enemies, 

11 Slay them not, lest my people forget ; 
Scatter them by thy power, and cast them down, 
Lord, our shield ! 

13 The word of their lips is the sin of their mouth j 
I^et them he overtaken in their pride, 
For the curses and the falsehood which they utter I 
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them in thy wrath ; consume tJiem that they be 

That they may know that God ruleth in Jacob, 

Even to the ends of the earth ! [Pause.] 

14 Let them return at evening, 
Let them howl like dogs. 
And go round about the city ! 

15 Let Item wander about for food, 

Wlien fhey have passed the nigiit unsatisfied ! 

16 But I wOl sing of fhy power ; 

Tea, in the morning will I siag aloud of thy mercy ; 
For thou hast been my defence, 
My refuge in the day of my distress. 
IT To thee, my Strength ! will I sing ! 

For Grod is my dofonco ; a God of mercy to me. 



PSALM LS. 



For 3ie leader of the musj'e ; upon the Shutkan-Edtak ; a psalm of Daviii 
for issirucljon ; v^iea he mas at etrife wilk the Syrians of Mesopotamia, 
and ife Syrians of Zoba ; mhen Joab retamed, and smote tteetse thousand 
Edomites in the vdUy of Salt. 

1 O God ! thou hast forsaken us ; thou hast broken us in 

pieces ;. 
Thou hast been aagry ! revive us again ! 

2 Thou hast made the land tremble ; tbou hast rent it ; 
' O heal its breaches, for it tottereth ! 

S Thou hast caused thy people to see hard things; 
Thou hast made us drink the wine of reeling. 

4 Lift up a banner for theia that fear theo, 

For the sake of thy faithfulness, that they may escape ! 

5 That thy beloved may be delivei-ed, 

Save with thy right hand, and answer me I 

6 God promiseth in his holiness ; I wiU rejoice ; 
I shall yet divide Shechem, 

And measure out the valley of Succoth. 
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7 Gflead shall be mine, and mme Manasaeh ; 
Ephnum shall be mj helmet, 

And Judah my sceptre ; 

8 Moab shall be my wash-bowl ; 
Upon Edom shall I cast my shoe ; 
I shall triumph over Philistia I 

9 Who will briiig me to the strong city ? 
Who will lead me into Edom ? 

10 Wilt not thou, O God ! who didst forsake u 
And didst not go fortli with our armies ? 

11 Give us thine aid ia our disti'ess, 
For vain is tlie help of man ! 

12 Through Gud we shall do valiantly ; 
For he will tiead down oyr enemies. 



For the leader of Hie music. To be sunq mon stri 
psalm ofDaoid. 

1 Hbak my cry, O God ! 
Attend to my prayer I 

2 From tiie extremity of the land I cry unto thee in deep 

sorrow of heart ; 
Lead me to the rock that is high above mo 1 

5 For thou art my reftige, 

My strong tower against the enemy. 
i I shall dwell in thy tabernacle for ever ; 
I will seek refuge under the covert of thy wings. 

6 For thou, O God I wilt hear my vows, 

And give me the inheritance of those who fear thy name. 
fi O prolong fbe life of the king ! 
May his years extend through many generations I 

7 May he reign for ever befoi'e God I 

Grant that mercy and truth may presei-ve him I 

8 So ^'\\\ I sing praise to thy name for ever ; 



I will daily perform 
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PSALM LXII. 

Trust in God in dromnetanees of dislrcss. 

For the leader of Hie music of the Jedathvnitea. A psdm of Daiiid. 

1 Tkdlt my soul rest^th on God done ; 
Prom him cometh my deJiverance I 

2 He alone is my rack and my salvation ; 

He is my safeguard, I shall not wholly fall ! 

3 How long will ye conlinBe to assault a single man? 
How long will ye all seek to destroy me, 

Lite a bendiiig wall, or a tottering fence ? 

4 They study how to cast me down from my eminence ; 
They delight in falsehood ; 

They bless with their, mouths, but in their hearts they 
curse. 
8 My soul, rest fhou on God alone. 
For from him comedi my hope I 

6 He alone is my rock and my salvation ; 
He is my safeguard, — 1 shall not fall. 

7 From God cometh my help and my glory: 
My atroag rock, my refiige, is God. 

8 Trust in him at all times, ye people ! 
Poor out your hearts before him ! 
God is our refuge ! 

9 Truly men of low degree are vanity. 
And men of high degree are a lie ; 
Placed in the balance, 

They are all lighter than vanity, 
JO Trust not in extortion ; 

Place no vwn hopes in rapine ! 

If riches increase, set not yonr heart upon tliem 1 

11 Once liath God promised, twice have I heard it, 
That power belongeth unto God. 

12 To Uiee also, I^rd ! belongeth mercy ; 

For thou dost render to evoiy man according to his work ! 



smn., Google 



THE PSALM 



PSALM LSni, 



A psalm of David, tehea he was in ihe imldeniess of Jjidah, 

1 God ! thou art my God ! earnestly do I seei tJiee ! 
My soul thii-atetli, my flesh longeth for thee, 

In a dry, thirsty land, where b no water ! 

2 Thus I look toward tliee in thy sanctuary, 
To behold thy power and thy glory I 

3 For fiy loving-kindness is better than life ; 
Therefore my lips shall praise thee ! 

1 Thus will I bless thee, while I live i 

In thy name will I lift up my hands 1 
6 My aoul shall be satisfied as witb marrow and fatness, 

And with joj^l lips my mouth shall praise thee, 

6 When I think of diee upon my bed. 

And meditate on thee in the night-watehea. 

7 For thou art my help, 

And in the shadow of thy wings I rejoice. 

8 My soul cleaveth to thee ; 
Thy right hand holdeth me up. 

9 While they who seek to destroy my life 

Shall themselves go down into the depths of the earth. 

10 They shall be ^ven ap to the sword, 
And be a portion for jackals. 

11 But the king shall rejoice in God ; 

AH that swear by him shall be honored ; 
But the mouth of liars shall he stopped. 
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rSALM LXIV. 



For ih leader of the mask. A psalm of Daoid. 

1 Hear my voice, God ! when I pray ! 
Preserve my life from the terrors of the enemy I 

2 Hide me from the assembly of the wicked, — 
From the brawling crowd of evil-doers I 

3 For like a swoi'd fliey sharpen their tongues, 
Like aiTows they mm tlieir poisoned words, 

i To shoot in secret at the upright ; 

Suddenly do they shoot at him without fear. 
D They prepare themselves for an evil deed; 

They commune of layir^ secret snares : 

" "Wlio," say they, " will see them ? " 

6 They meditate irimes : " We have finished," say they, 

" our plans ! " 
The heart and bosom of every one ot them are deep. 

7 But God will shoot an arrow at them ; 
Suddenly shall they be wounded. 

8 Thus their own tongues shall bring them down ; 
All who see them will flee away. 

9 Then will aD men stand in awe, 
And declare what God hath done. 
And attentively consider his work. 

10 The righteous shaU rejoice, and trust in the Loed ; 
All the upright in heart shall glory. 



PSAIM LXV. 

Trust iii the power aad goodnosa of God. 

For the leader of the mwajc A psalm of David. 

1 To thee belongeth trust, to thee praise, God in Zion ! 
And to thee shall the vow be performed 1 

2 O Thou that hearest prayer I 
To thee shall all flesh come ! 
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3 My iniquities are heavy upon rae ; 

But thou wilt forgive our transgreesions ! 
i Happy is he whom thou choosest, 

And bringest near thee to dwell in thy courts ! 

May we be satisfied with the blessings of thy house, 

Thy holy temple ! 
6 By wondei-ful deeds dost thou answer us in thy goodness, 

O Grod, our salvation ! 

Who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 

And of the mcst distant seas I 

6 Thou makest fast the mountains by thy power, 
Being girded with strength ! 

7 Thou stilleat the roar of the sea, 
The roar of its waves, 

And the tumult of the nations, 

8 They who dwell in the ends of the earth are awed hy thy 

Thou makest the outgoings of tho morning and of the 
evening to rejoice 1 

9 Thou visitest the earth and waterest it; 
Thou enrichest it eiceedhigly ; 

The river of God is full of water. 
Thou suppliest the earth with com, 
When thou hast thus prepai'od it. 

10 Thou waterest its fturows, 
Aud breakest down its ridges ; 
Thou makest it soft with sliowers. 
And blessest its increase. 

11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness ; 
Thy footsteps drop fruitlulness ; 

12 They drop it upon the pastures of the wilderness, 
And the liiils are ^rded with gladness, 

13 The pastures are clothed with flocks, 
And the valleys are covered with corn ; 
They shout, yea, they sing for joy. 



smn., Google 



128 THE PSALMS, [p3. Lsri. 

PSALM LXVI. 

Tliankaeiving to God after dtlivurancB from ereat diBlrewi. 
For the leader o/" Hie music. A psalm, 

1 Shout joyfully unto God, all ye lands ! 

2 Sing ye the honor of hia name ; 
Make his pr^se glorious 1 

3 Say unto God, How terrible are thj doings 1 

ThroHgh the greatness of thy power thine enemies are 
suppliants to thee I 

4 let all the earth worship thee ; 

Let it sing pr^se to thee, let it sing praise to thy name ! 
[P.,>e.] 
s Come, ijehold the works of God ! 
How terrible his tloings among the sons of mon ! 

6 He turned tlie sea into dry land ; 
They went through the deep on foot ; 
Then we rejoiced in him. 

7 By his power he ruleth for ever ; 
His eyes are fixed npon the nations ; 

Let not the rebellious exalt themselves ! [Pause-I 

8 bless our God, ye nations, 

And make the voice of his praise to be heard I 
B It is he who preserveth our lives, 
And sufferetli not our feet to stumbie. 

10 Thou hast, indeed, proved us, God! 
Tliou hast tried us as silver is tried. 

11 Thou broughteat us into a soai-e, 

And didst lay a heavy burden upon our backs ; 

12 Thou didst cause men to ride upon our heads, 
And we have gone through fire and water; 

Bat thou hast brought us to a place of abundance. 

13 I will go into thy house with burnt-olTeriugs ; 
I wU! pay thee my vows, — 

14 The vows which my lips uttered. 
Which my moutli promised in my trouble. 

16 Burnt sacrifices of fatlings will I ofi*er to thee with the 
fat of rams ; 
Bullocks, with he-goats, will I sacrifice to Ihee, [Pause.] 
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IG Come and hear, all ye who fear Gocl, 
And I will relate what he hath done for me ! 

IT I called upon liim with my mowth, 
And praise is now upon my tongue. 

18 If I had meditated wickecbess in my heayt, 
The Lord would not have heard me : 

19 But surely God hath heard me ; 

He hath had regard to the voice of my supplication. 

20 Blessed bo God, who did not i-eject my pmyer, 
Nor withhold his mercy from me ! 



PSALM LXVn. 

A Iiyiiin of praise. 
Fw Ute leader of iJie music. To be simif m alnni/ed instm/aenls. A psalm. 

1 God ! be merciful to us, and Mesa us, 

And cause thy face to shine upon ua ! [Pause.] 

2 That thy doings may be known on earth, 
And thy saving power to all the nations. 

8 Let the uationiB praise thee, O God ! 

Tea, let all tlie nations praise thee ! 
i Let all the nations be glad, and shout for joy ! 

For justly doat thon judge the people, 

And govern the nations on the eai-th. 
6 Let the nations praise thee, God ! 

Tea, let all -the nations praise tiiee I 

6 For the earth hath yielded her increase, 
And God, our God, hath blessed us. 

7 May God continue to bless us, 

And may all tho ends of the earth fear him ! 



smn., Google 



130 THE PSALMS. [rs. lsviii. 

PSALM LXVIII. 

A friumphal ode, on the occasion of the remoyal of the aik to Movmt Zion. 
For the leader of ike mime. A psalm of David. 

1 Let Gtod arise, and his enemies are scattered, 
And tiiey who liat« him flee before him 1 

2 As smoke is dispersed, so thou dispersest them ; 
As was nielf«th before the fire. 

So perish the wicked before the face of God. 

3 But the righteous are glad and rejoice in his presence. 
Yea, they exnlt exceedingly. 

4 Sing unto God ; sing praises to his name ! 
Prepare a way for him who rideth through the desert 1 
Jehovah is his name ; be joyful in his presence ! 

B The father of Uie fatherless, and the protector of the 

la God in his holy habitation. 

5 God causeth the forsaken to dwell in houses ; 

He leadeth forth to prosperity them that are bound ; 
But tlie rebellious shall dwell in a barren laad. 

7 O Giod ! when thou didst go before thy people, 
When thou didst march through the wilderness, [Pause.] 

8 The earth quaked, and the heavens dropped at the pres- 

ence of God ; 
This Sinai trembled at the presence of Glod, the God of 
Israel. 
B Thou, God ! didst send a plentiftil rain ; 
Thou didst strengthen thy wearied inheritance. 

10 Thy people established themselves in the land ; 

Thou, O God ! in thy goodness, didst prepare it for the 
needy I 

11 The Lord gave the song of victoiy 

Of the maidens publishing glad tidings to the mighty host. 

12 " The kings with their armies have fled, — have fled ! 
And the matron at home divideth the spoil. 

13 Truly ye may repose yourselves in the stalls, 
Like the wings of a dove covered with silver. 
And her feathers with shining gold." 
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1* When the Most High destroyed the kings in the land, 
It was white [witli their bones] like Salmon. 

15 Te lofty hilla, ye hills of Eashan, 

Ye many-topped hills, ye hills of Bashan, 

16 Why frown ye, ye many-topped hills, 

At tlie hill in wliich God is pleased to dwell, 
In which Jehovah will dwell for ever ? 

17 The chariots of Glod are myriads, yea, thousands of 

thousands ; 
The Lord is in the midst of them, as upon Sinai, in the 
sanctuary. 

18 Thou hast ascended on high, 

Thou haist led captive the vanquished. 
Thou hast received gifts among men, 
Even the rebellious, that here thou mightst dwell, 
LoBD God! 

19 Praised be the Lord daily ! 

When we are heavy-laden, the Mighty One is our help, 

20 Our God ia a Gtid of Balvatjoii ; 

From the Lord Jehovah conieth deliverance from death. 

21 But God smiteth the head of hh enemies, 

Even tlie hiury crowns of those who go oa in their ini- 

32 " I wUl bring them back," saith tlie Lord, " from Bashan ; 
I will bring them back from the deep sea; 

33 That thy foot may be clipped in their blood, 

That thy dogs may drink the blood of thine enemies." 

24 We have seen tliy procession, O God ! 

The procession of my God, my king, to his sanctuary ! 

25 The singers go before, the minstrels follow. 
Amidst damsels playing on timbreb. 

26 Praise ye God in your assemblies ; 

Praise the Lord, all ye from the fountain of Israel I 

27 Here is Benjamin, the youngest, and hia leaders ; 
The chiefe of Judah, and their hand ; 

The chiefe of Zebulon, and the chiefs of Naphtaii. 

28 Thy God has oi-dained thy strength, [0 Israel !] 
Show forth thy might, God! Uiou who hast wrought 

for us ! 

29 Because of thy temple in Jei-usalem 
Shall kings bring prcnenls to tliee. 
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80 Eelraie (lie wild beast of the re^ds, 

The multitude of bulls witli the calves of the nations, 
So that they shall cast themselves dowu with masses of 

Scatter fhoa the nations that delight in war ! 

31 Princes shall come out of Egypt; 

Ethiopia shall haste with outstretched hands to God, 

32 Ye kingdoms of the earth, sing unto God ; 
Sing praises to Jehovah ; 

83 To him who rideth upon the ancient heaven of heavens '. 

Behold, he uttereth his voice, his mighty voice I 
3i Give glory to Gfld, 

Whose majesty is in Israel, and whose might is in the 
clouds ! 
38 Terrible art thon, O God ! from thy sanctuary I 

The God of Israel ^veth strengtli and power to Ms people. 

Prwised be God 1 



FSALM LXIX. 



For lite leader of ike music. Upon the Shoskarmiai. A psalia of David. 

\ Save me, O God ! 

For the waters press in to my very life ! 
a I sink in deep mire, where is no standing; 

I have come into deep waters, and the waves flow over me. 
3 I psa weai'y with cvying; my tliroat is parched; 

Mine eyes are wasted, while I wait for my Grod. 
I More numerous than the hairs of my head are they who 
hate me without reason ; 

Mighty are they who seek fo destroy me, being my ene- 
mies without cause : 

I must restore what I took not away. 

5 God ! thou knowest my offences, 
And my sins are not hidden from thee ! 

6 Let not them that tniat in thee through me he put to shame, 
O Lord Jehovah, God of hosts ! 

Let not them that seek thee through me be confounded, 
O God of Isi'ael! 
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7 For on account of thee do I suffer reproach, 
And. shame covereth my face ! 

8 I am become a stranger to my brothers ; 
Yea, an alien to my mother's sons. 

9 For zeal for thy house consumeth me, 

And the reproadies of them that reproach thee fall upon me. 

10 When I weep and fast, 
That is made my reproach ; 

11 "When I clothe myself in sactcloth. 
Then I become their by-word. 

13 They who sit in the gate speak agaanst me, 
And I am become the song of drunkards, 

13 Yet will I address my prayer to thee, O Lokd ! 

May it be in an acceptable time according to tliy great 

goodness! 
Hear, God ! and afford me thy sure help ! 

14 Save me from the mire, and let me not sink ; 

May I he delivered ii'om my enemies, — from the deep 

15 Let not the water-flood oyerflow me ; 
Let not the deep awaliow me up. 

And let not tlie pit close her month upon me ! 
10 Hear me, O Lord 1 since great is thy loving-kindness ; 
According to the abundance of thy tender mercies look 
upon me ! 

17 Hide not thy face from tliy servant ; 

I am greatly disti-essed, make haste to mine aid! 

18 Draw near to me, and redeem my life ; 
Deliver me because of my enemies I 

19 Thou knowestmy I'epi'oach, and dishonor, and shame ; 
AU my adversaries are in thy view ! 

20 Keproach h^th broken my heart, and I am full of heavi- 

I look for pity, but there is none ; 
For comfortei-s, but find none. 

31 For my food they give me gall. 

And in jay thirst they give me vioegar to drink. 

32 May their table be to them a snare ; 

May it be a ti'ap to them, while they are at ease I 
23 Bfay their eyes be darkened, that they may not see ; 
And cause tlieir loins continually to shake 1 



smn., Google 



134 TH"B PSALMS, [ps. J.SX. 

24 Poor out upon them thine indignation, 

And may tlie heat of thine anger overtake them ! 

35 Let their habitation be desolat«, 
And let none dwell in their tents ! 

36 For they persecute those whom thoa haat smitten, 
And talk of the pain of those whom thou hast wounded. 

37 Add iniquity to their iniquity, 

And let them never come into thy favor ! 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living ; 
Let not their names he written with the righteous ! 

29 But I am poor, and sorrowM : 

May thme aid, O God ! set me on high ! 

30 Then I will praise the name of God in a song ; 
I will give glory to him with thanksgiving, 

31 More pleasing shall this be to the Lojib 
Than a full-homed and full-hoofed bullock. 

33 The afflicted shall see, and rejoice ; 

The hearts of them that fear God shall be revived. 
83 For the Lord heareth the poor. 

And despiseth not his people in their bonds. 

34 Let the heaven and the earth praise him ; 
The sea, and all that move therein I 

3B For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah, 
That they may dwell therein, and possess it. 

36 Yea, the postei'ity of his servants sliall possess it, 
And they that love him shall dwell therein. 



PSALM LXS. 

lis psalm is a, repclition of the last five verses of tlie fbrfielh psalm, w 
some alight rariatioiis. 

Fot the leader of tlie music, A psalm of Daoid, for remembrance. 



1 Make haste, God ! to deliver me, 
Lord I come speedily to mine aid ! 

2 May they all be confounded, and covered p 
Who seek to take my life I 

May they he driven hack witli disgrace 
Wlio desire to do me injury ! 
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3 May they be turned back with fihame 

Who cry out to me, " Alia 1 aha ! " 
i But let all who seek thee be glad and rejoice ii 

Let them that love thy protectioa ever say, 

" May God be praised 1 " 
e But I am poor and needy ; 

O Grod ! hasten to mine aid ! 

Thou art my help and my deliverer, 

O Lord ! make no delay ! 



PSALM LXXI. 

against eiiemiefl, and hope of deliverance. Commonly 
suppoaea to nave bean eompoeod by David in hie old age, during the 
rebelhon of Absalom. 

I In thee, Lord I do I put my trust ! 
Let me never be put to shame ! 

3 In thy goodness deliver and rescue me ; 

Incline thine ear to me, and save me ! 
3 Be thou the rock of my abode, where I may continually 
resort I 

Thou hast gi-anted me deliverance ; 

For thoii art my rock and my fortress ! 
i Save me, my Grod ! from the hand of the wicked, — 

From the hand of the unjust and cruel ! 

5 For thou art my hope, Lord Jehovah ! 
Thou hast been my trust from my youth ! 

6 Upon thee have I leaned from my birth ; 

From my earliest breath thou hast been my support ; 
My song hatli been continually of tliee ! 

7 I am a wonder to many, 
But thou art my strong reftige. 

8 Let my mouth be filled with thy praise; 
Tea, ^1 the day long, with thy glory. 

9 Cast me not off in mine old age ; 
Forsake me not, when my streogtii faileth ! 

10 For my enemies speak against me. 

And they who lay wait for my life consult together : 

II " God," say they, " hafb. forsaken him ; 

Pursue and seize him ; for he liath none to deliver himl " 
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12 O God I be not far from me ! 

Come speedily to mine aid, O my God ! 

13 Let them perish with shame who are my enemies ; 

Let them be covered with contempt and dishonor who 
seek my hurt ! 

14 But I wiil hope continually ; 

I shall yet praise thee more and more. 

15 My moudi shall apeak of thy goodness, — 
Of thy sure protection all the day long; 

For thy mercies are more tban I can number. 

16 I will celebrate thy mighty deeds, Lord JehoTah ! 
I will make mention of thy goodness, of thine only 1 

17 God ! thou hast taught me from my youth, 
And thns iar have I declared, thy wondrous deeds ; 

18 And now, when I am old and gray-headed, 
God ! forsake me not, 

Until I make known thine ann to the nest generation, — 
Thy mighty power to aU that are to come ! 

19 For thy goodness, O God ! reaclieUi to the heavens ; 
"Wonderful things doest thou ! 

O God ! who is like unto thee ? 

20 Thou hast suffered na to see great and gi'iovous troubles ; 
Thou wilt again give us life, 

And wilt bring us back from the depths of the earth ! 

21 Thou wilt increase my greatness ; 
Thou wilt again comfort me ! 

22 Then will I praise thee with the psaltery ; 
Even thy faithfulness, my God 1 

To thee will I sing with the harp, 
Holy One of Israel 1 

23 My lips shall rejoice, when I sing to thee ; 

And my soul, which thou hast redeemed from death ; 

24 My tongue also shall continually speak of tljy righteous- 

B brought to shame and con- 
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PSALM LXXII. 



Is, oei'hatis, inuat pi'obublB tliat it was prefixed by some ore who 
Solomun to be ilio subject, rathtr than thu author, of the pBalni. 



1 To the king, O God 1 give thy justice, 
And to the son of a king thy righteousness I 

2 Yea ! he shall judge thy people with equity, 
And thine oppressed ones with justice. 

8 For the mountains shall bring forth peace to the people, 

And the hills, through righteousness. 
i He shall defend the oppressed of the people ; 

He shall save the ne&Jy, 

And breali in pieces the oppressor. 
6 They shall fear thee as long aa the sun and moon shall 
endure, 

From generation to generation. 

6 He shall he like rain descending on the mown field, — 
Like showers which water the earth. 

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish. 

And gi-eat shall be their prosperity, as long as the moon 
shall endure. 

8 He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
And from the river to the ends of the earth. 

9 They that dwell in the desert shall bow before him, 
And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents; 
The kings of Sheba, and Seba shall offer gifts ; 

11 Tea, all kings shall fall down before him ; 
All nations shall serve him. 

la For he shall deliver the poor who crieth for aid. 

And the oppressed who hath no helper. 
13 He shall spare the weak and needy, 

And save tlie lives of the poor. 
U He shall redeem fliem from deceit and violence. 

And their blood shall be precious in his sights 
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10 He shall prosper, and to him shall be ^ven of the gold 
of Sheha ; 
Prayer also shall he made for him coEtinually, 
And daily shall he be praised. 

16 There sliall be an abundance of com in the land ; 

Its finiit shall shake like Lebanon, even on the tops of the 

mountiwns ; 
And they of the cities shall flourish as the grass of the 

17 His name shall endure for ever ; 

His name shall be continued as long as the sun. 
By him shall men bless themgelves ; 
All nations shall call him blessed. 

18 Praised he God, Jehovah, ihe God of Israel, 
Who alone doetk wonderful things ! 

19 Praised he his glorious name for ever/ 

May his glory fill the whole earth / Amen, Amen I 

20 Here end the psalms of David, the son of Jesse. 
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PSALM LXXm. 



A psaba of Asopli. 



1 Tbtjlt God is good to Israel, — 
To those who are pure in heart. 

2 Yet my feet almost gave way; 
My atfips had well nigh slipped : 

3 For I was envious of the proud, 

When I saw the prosperity of the wicted. 

4 For they have no pains even to their death ; 
Their bodies are in ftiU. health, 

B They have not the woes of other men, 
Neither are they smitten like other men. 

6 Therefore pride enoircletli their neck as a collar ; 
■ Violence covereth them as a garment. 

7 From their bosom issueth their iniqnityj 
The designs of their hearts burst forth, 

8 They mock, and speak of malicious oppression ; 
Their woi'ds are haughty ; 

9 ITiey stretch forth their month to the heavens, 
And their tongue goeth through the earth ; 

10 Therefore his people walk is their ways, 
And there drink from full finintains. 

11 And they say, " How doth God know ? 

How can there be knowledge with the Most High? " 

12 Behold these are the ungodly I 

Yet they are ever prosperous ; they heap up riches. 
[139] 
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13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in yain ; 

In. vam have I washed my hands in innocence. 

14 For every day have I been smitten ; 
Every morn have I been chastened. 

15 If I should resolve to speak like them, 

Surely I should be treacherous to the fitmily of thy 
children. 

16 So, when I studied to know this, 
It was painful to my eyes ; 

17 Until I went into the sanctuaries of God, 
And considered what was their end. 

18 Behold ! thou hast set them on slippery places ; 
Thou castest them down into unseen pits. 

19 How are they brought to desolation in a moment, 
And utterly .consumed with sudden destruction ! 

20 As a dream when one awaketh, 

Thou, Lord ! when thou awakest, wilt make their vwn 
show a derbion, 

21 "When my heart was vexed 
And I was pierced in my reins, 

22 Tlien was I stupid and without understanding; 
I was like one of the br«t«3 before thee. 

23 Yet am I ever under thy care ; 

By my right hand thou dost hold me up. 
2i Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel, 
And at last receive me in glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee. 

And whom on earth do I love in comparison with thee ? 

26 Though my flesh and my heart fail, 

God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

27 For, lo ! they who are fer from thee perish ; 

Thou destroyest all who estrange themselves from thee. 

28 But it is good for mo to draw near to God ; 
I put my trust in the Lord Jehovah, 
That I may declare all thy works. 
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PSALM LSXIV. 



A psalm of AsapA. 

1 O God ! why hast tlioa cast as off tor ever ? 

"Why doth thiae fuiger smoke against the flock of thy 

2 Ecmember the people which thou didat purchase of old ; 
Thine owa inheritance, wliich thou didst redeem ; 
Thiit Mount Zion, where thoa once didat dwell ! 

3 Hasten thy steps to those utter desolations ! 

Every thing in the sanctuaiy hath the enemy ahused ! 
i Thine enemies roar in the place of thine aasemhlies ; 

Their own symbols have they set up for signs. 
6 They appear lUce those who raise the axe against a thicket ; 

6 They have hroken down the carved work of thy temple 

with axes and hammers ; 

7 They have cast fire into thy saactuary ; 

They have profened, and cast to tiie ground, the dwelling- 
place of thy name. 

8 They said in their hearts, " L«t ns destroy them aU to- 

gether ! " 
They have burned all God's places of as3emi)ly in the laaid. 

9 "We BO longer see our signs ; 
There is no prophet among us, 

Nor any one that knoweth how long this desolation shaJl 
enduro. 

10 How long, G!od! shall the adversary revile? 
Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever ? 

11 "Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand ? 
Take ifc from thy bosom, and destroy ! 

12 Tet God was our king of old, 

"Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy power ; 

Thou didst crush the heads of the sea-monsters in the 
waters. 

14 Thou didst break in pieces the head of the crocodile ; 
Thou gavest him for food to the inhabitants of the desert. 
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15 Thou didst cleave forth the fountain and the stream ; 
Thou didst dry up perennial rivers. 

16 Thine ia the day, and thine the night ; 
Thou didst prepare the light and the sun. 

17 Thou didst establish all the boundaries of the earth; 
Thou didst make summer and winter. 

18 O remember that the enemy hath reviled Jehovah ; 
That an impiona people hath blasphemed thy name ! 

J9 Give not up the life of thy turtleniove to the wild beast ; 
Forget not for ever thine afflicted people 1 

20 Have regard to thy covenant I 

For all Uie dark places of the land are fuU of the abodes 
of cruelty. 

21 let not the afflicted go away ashamed ! 
Let the poor and needy pmse fhy name ! 

22 Arise, God ! mainfMn thy cause ! 
Remember how the impious revileth thee dwly ! 

23 Forget not the clamor of thine adversaries, — 

The noise of thine enemies, wMch continually increaaeth I 



PSALM LXXV. 

Thanksgiving in view of deliverance froia enemies. This psalm conloins no 
vhicb ware composed in the later ages of the kingdom. 

F<v tAe leader of tiie musk. To the tune of " Do not destrmj." A psalm 
of Asaph. 

1 "Wb give tlianka to thee, God ! we give thanks to Ihce. 

and near is thy name ; 
Men shall declare thy wondrous deeds ! 

2 " "Wlen I see my time, 
Then will I judge with equity. 

8 The earth trcmbleth, and all Ler inhabitants ; 

But I uphold her pillars." 
4 I say to the prond, liehave not proudly I 

To the wicked, Lift not up your horn I 
B Lift not up your horn on high, 

And speai not with a stiff neck ! 
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6 For promotion, cometli neitlier from tlie east, noi from tlie 

west, nor from the south. ; 

7 Bnt it is God that judgeth ; 

He pufteth down one, and setteth up another. 

8 Por in the hand of the Lord there is a cup ; 
The wine is foaming and fuU of spices, 
And of it he pouredi out ; 

Even to the dregs shall all the wicked of the earth drink it, 

9 Therefore I will eitol him for ever ; 

I will sing praise to the God of Jacob. 
10 " I will bi-ing down all the power of the wicked ; 
But the righteous shall lift up thoir heads." 



PSALM LXXVI. 



Thanksgiving for victory ove 
belongs to the : 


r powerful eiicmi 
iame age witli tli< 


es. This psolBi probably 


For the leader of &e mvsk. 


Upon sliinged i 
Asaph. 


Insfnm^. A p^m of 



1 In Judah is Grod known ; 
Great is his name in Israel. 

2 In Jerusalem is his tabernacle, 
And in Zion his dwelling-place. 

3 There brake he the lightning of the bow, 

The shield, the sword, and ail the weapons of battle. 

4 More glorious and excellent art thou 
Than those mountains of robbers ! 

6 Spoiled are the stout-hearted ; 
They sank into their sleep ; 
The hands of the mighty were powerless. 

6 Before thy rebuke, God of Jacob ! 

Fell chariot and horseman into a deep sleep! 

7 Thou, thou, God ! art terrible ! 

Who can stand before thee in thine anger ? 

8 Thou didst cause judgment to be heard ii-om heaven ; 
The earth trembled and was still, 

9 "When God arose to judgment. 

To save all the oppressed of the earth ! 
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10 The wi'ath of man shall pi'aise tliee, 

WKea thon girdest oa the whole of thy wrath ! 

11 Make and perform vows to Jehovali, your God ! 

Let all that dwell around him bring gifts to tiie terrihle One, 
13 Wlio casteth down the pride of princes, 
Who is teiTible to the kings of the earth ! 



PSALM LXXVn. 
Prayet in a 

Far the leads' of (fc music of the Jedathiaatee. A psdm of Asaph, 

1 I CALL upon God ; I cry aloud for help ; 
I call upon God, that he would hear me ! 

2 In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord ; 

In the night is my hand Btretdied forth coatmually ; 
My soul refusefli to be comforted. 

5 I remember God, and am disquieted ; 

I think of him, and my spirit is overwhelmed. 
i Thou keepest mine eyelids from closing ; 

I am distressed, so that I cannot speak 1 
B I tbink of the days of old, — 

The years of ancient times. 

6 I call to remembrance my songs in the night ; 
I meditate in my iieart, 

And my spirit inquireth ; 

7 Will the Loi'd be angry for ever ? 
Will he be fevorable no more ? 

8 Is bis mercy utterly withdrawn for ever ? 

Doth his promise foil from generation to generation ? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gi-aoions ? 
Ilatb be in anger shut up his compassion ? 

10 Then I say, " This is mine affliction, 

A change in the right hand of the Most High." 

11 I remember the deeds of Jehovah ; 
I think of tliy wonders of old. 

12 I meditate on all tby works, 
And talk of thy doings. 
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13 Thy waya, O God-! are holy ! 
Who so gi'eat a gixl as our God ? 

14 Thou art a God who doest wonders ; 

Thou hast manifested tliy power among the nations. 
la With thy strong arm thou didst redeem thy people, — 
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw thee, God ! 
The waters saw thee, and feared, 
And the deep trembled. 

17 The douda poured out water, 
The skies sent forth thunder. 
And thme arrows flew. 

18 Thy thunder roared in the whirlwind ; 
Thy lightning illumiued the world; 
The earth trembled and shook. 

19 Thy way was through the sea. 
And thy path through great waters; 
And thy footsteps could not be found, 

20 ThoK didst lead thy people like a flock, 
By the hands of Moses and Aaron. 



PSALM LXXVIII. 



A psalm of Asaph, 

1 Give ear, loy people, to my instruction ! 
Incline your ears fo the words of my mouth ! 

2 I will open my mouth in a psalm ; 

I will utter sayiugs of ancient times. 

3 What we have heard and learned, 
And our fethers have told us, 

i We will not hide from their children ; 

Showing to the generation fo come the praises of Jehovahj 

Hia might, and the wonders he hath wrought. 
S For he appointed statutes in Jacob, 

And established a law in Israel, 

Which he commanded our lathers 

To make known to their children j 
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6 So tJiat the generation to come might know tliem j 
The children, whieJi should be born, and rise up, 
"Who should declare them to their children j 

7 That they might put their trust in God, 
And not forget his deeds, 

But keep his commaniimeuts ; 

8 And might not be, like their forefiithers, 
A stubborn and rebellious generation, — 

A generation whose heart was not fixed upon God, 
And whose spirit was not steadfast toward tho Almighty. 

9 The diildren of Ephraim were like armed bowmen, 
Wlio tani their backs in the day of battle, 

10 They kept not the covenant of God, 
And refused to walk in his law ; 

11 And forgot his mighty deeds, 

And the wonders he had shown them. 

12 Marvellous tilings did he in tlie eight of their fathers, 
In the land of Egypt, ia the field of Zoan. 

13 He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through ; 
Tea, he made the waters to stand as a heap. 

1* By day he led them by a cloud, 

And all the night by a light of fire. 
IB He clave the rocks in the wilderness, 

And gave them drink, as from the great deep. 

16 From the rook he brought flowing streams, 
And made water to run down like rivers. 

17 Yet still they sinned against him. 

And provoked the Most High in the deserli 
13 They tempted God in their hearts, 

By asking food for their delighL 
10 Yea, they spake against God, and said, 

" Can God spread a table in the wHdemess ? 

20 Behold 1 he smote the rock, and the water flowed. 
And streams gushed forth : 

Is he also able to give bread ? 

Can he provide flssh for his people ? " 

21 When, therefore, the Lokd heard this, he was wroth: 
So a fire was kindled against Jacob, 

And anger arose against Israel, 

22 Because they believed not in God, 
And trusted not in his aid. 
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23 Tet he liad commanded the clouds above, 

And had opened the doors of heaven ; 
2i And had ramed down upon them manna for food. 

And had given them the corn of hoaven. 
as Every one ate the food of princes ; 

He sent them bread to the full. 
2IJ Then he caused a strong wind to Wow in the heavens, 

And by his power he brought a south wind ; 
37 He rained down fleah upon tliem as dust, 

And feathered fowls as the sand of the aea. 

28 He caused them to fall in the midst of their camp, 
Round about their habitations. 

29 So they did eat, and were filled ; 
For he gave them their own desire. 

30 Their desire was not yet satisfied, 
And their meat was yet in their months, 

31 "When the wrath of God came upon them, 
And slew their strong men. 

And smote down the chosen men of Israel. 
82 For all this they sinned still, 

And put no trust m hia wondrous works. 
is Therefore he consumed their days in vanity, 

And their years in sudden destruction. 
34 When he slew them, they sought him ; 

They returned, and sought earnestly for GJod ; 
03 And remembered that God was their rock, 

And the Most High their redeemer. 

36 Bat they only flattei-ed him with their mouths. 
And spake falsely to him with their tongues. 

37 For their hearts were not true to him-, 

■ Nor were they steadfast in his covenant. 

38 Yet, being full of compassion, be forgave their iniquity, 
And w^oald not utterly destroy them ; 

Often he restrained his indignation. 
And stirred not up all his anger. 

39 He remembered that they were but flesh, — ■ 
A breath, that passeth and cometh not back. 

40 How often did they provoke liim in the wilderness I 
How often did they anger him in the desert ! 

41 Again and again they tempted God, 
And ofiended the Holy One of Israel. 
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42 They rememliered not his hand, 

Nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy ; 

43 What signs he had wi-onght in Egypt, 
And what wonders in the fields of Zoan. 

a He turned their rivers into blood. 

So that they could not drink of their streams. 

48 He sent amongst them flies, which devonred them, 
And frogs, which destroyed them. 

46 He gave also their fruits to the caterpillar, 
And their labor to the locust. 

47 He destroyed their vines with hail, 
And their sycamore-trees with frosL 

48 He also gave up their cattle to hail, 
And their flocks to hot thunderbolts. 

49 He sent against them the fierceness of his anger,. 
Wrath, indignation, and woe, — 

A host of angels of evil. 
60 He made a way for his anger. 

He spared them not from death. 

But gave up their lives to the pestilence. 
Dl He smote all the firstborn in Egypt; 

The first-fruits of tlieir strength in the tents of Hanii 
B2 Bnt he led forth his own people like sheep, 

And guided them like a flock in the wilderness. 
03 He led tliem on safely, so that they feared not, 

While the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
54 He brought them to his own sacred border, 

Even to this monntain which his right hand had gained. 
06 He east out the nations before them, [ance, 

And divided their land by a measnring-line, as an inherit- 

And caused the tribes of Israei to dwell in their tents. 
68 Yet they tempt«d and provoked Grod, the Most High, 

And kept not his statutes ; 

67 Like their fathers they were f^thless, and turned back ; 
They turned aside, like a deceitful bow. 

68 They provoked his anger by tlieir high places, 
And stirred up his jealousy by their graven images. 

00 God saw this, and was wroth, 

And greatly abhorred Israel ; 
60 So that he forsook the habitation at Shiloh, 

The tabernacle whei'e he dwelt among men. 
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fii And delwered his strength into captivity, 
And. hia glory into the hand of the enemy. 

C3 His own people he gave up to the sword, 
And was wroth with his own inheritance. 



64 Their priests fell by the Bword, 

And their widows made no lamentation. 
05 But at length the Loj-d'awaked as from sleep, 

As a hero who had been overpowered by wme ; ■ 
C6 He smote his enemies, and drove tliem back, 

And covered them, with everlasting disgrace. 
67 Yet he rejected the tents of Joseph, 

And chose not the ti-ibe of Ephraim ; 
(53 But chose the tribe of Judah, 

The Mount Zion which he loved ; 
fiU Where he built, like the heavens, his sanctuarj'; 

Like the earth, which he hath established for ever 

70 And he chose David, his servant, 
And took him from the sheepfolds ; 

71 From tending the suckling ewes he brought him 
To feed Jacob his people, 

And Israel his inheritance. 

72 He fed tliem with an upright heart, 
And guided them with skilful hands. 



PSALM LXXIX. 

Lamentation for tlie desolaljon of the city end. tlia lomplo. 
A pst^lm of Asaph. 

1 God 1 the nations have come into thine inhei-itance ; 
They have polIiit«d tliy holy temple ; 

They have made Jerusalem a heap of ruins ! 

2 They have given the dead bodies of thy servants to bo 

food for the birds of heaven. 
The flesh of thy holy ones to the wild beasts of the 

3 Their blood have they shed like water around Jerusalem, 
And there was none to bary thorn ! 
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4 We have become the reproach of our neighbors, — 

The acorn and derision of those around us. 
B How long, LoKD ! wilt thou he angry for ever ? 

How long shall thy jealousy burn like five ? 

6 Pour out fhy wi-ath on the nations whidi aiiknowledge 

. thee not, 
And on the kingdoms which call not upon fhy name I 

7 For they have devoured Jacoh, 
And laid waste his dwelling-place. 

8 O remember not against us former iniquilies ; 
Let thy tender mercy speedily succor us, 

9 For we are brought very low I 

Help us, God of our salvation! for tlie honor of thy 

For thy name's sake save us, and for^ve our iniquities ! 

10 TVliy should tlie nations eay, " Where is tlieir Grod ? " 
May the reven^ng of the blood of thy sei-vants, which 

hath been shed. 
Be manifested among the nations before our eyes ! 

11 Let the cry of the prisoner come before tJiee ! 
According to the greatness of thy power preserve those 

that are appointed to die ! 

12 And return sevenfold into our neighbors' bosoms 

The reproach with which they have reproached thee, 
OLoi-d! 

13 So shall we, thy people, and the flock of thy pasture, 
Give thanks to thee tor ever, 

And show forth thy praise to all generations. 



PSALM LXXX. 

Prayer for fltJiveranca in a time of great national calamity. 
For Uie leader of tile muae. Upon the SMsIiaa-Edatli. ' A psalm of 

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel 1 
Thou who leadest Joseph like a flock, 

Thou who sittest between the cheniba, shine forth ! 

2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stii' up thy 

strength, 
And come and save us ! 
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3 Bring us back, God ! 

Aod cause thy £ac« to shine, that we may be saved ! 

4 LoKD, God of hoste ! 

How long wilt thou be augry against tlio pi-ayei- of thy 

6 For thou causest them to eat the bread of tears, 
And givest them tears to drjnt, in full measure, 

6 Thou hast made us the object of strife to our 
And our enemies hold us in dei-ision. 

T Bring ub back, Grod of hosts ! 
And cause tliy face to shine that we may be savi 

8 Thou didst bring a vine out of Kgypt ; 
Thou didst expel the nations, and plant it, 

9 Thou didst prepare a place for it ; 
It spread its roots, and filled the land. 

10 Tlie mounbuna were covered with its shade. 
And its branches were like the cedars of God. 

11 It sent out its boughs to the sea, 
And its branches to the river. 

12 Why hast thou now broken down its hedges, 
So that all who pass by do pluck from it r 

13 The boar'from the wood doth vVabie it. 
And the wild beast of the forest doth devour it 

14 O God of hosts I return, we beseech thee, 
Look down from heaven, and behold. 
And have regard to this vine ! 

16 Protect what tliy right baud plauted ; 

The branph which Aou madeet strong for thysel 

16 It is burnt with fire ; it is cut down ; 
. Under thy rebuke they perish. 

17 May thy hand be over the man of thy right han 
The man whom thou madest strong for tliyself ! 

18 So will we no more turn back from thoe : 
Revive us, and upon thy iiam.e aione will we ca! 

19 Ei-ing us back, Lord, God of hosts ! 
And cause tb^ face to shine, that we may be ea' 



smn., Google 



THE PSALMS. 



PSALM LXXXI. 



For the Imdee of the mtisic. On the GittOh^ A psalm of Asaph. 

1 Sing joyfully to God, our strength ! 

Shout with gladness to the God of Jacob I 
3 liaise a song, and strike the timbrel, 

The aweet-fonnding harp, and the psaltery! 

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon ; 

At the fiill moon, also, on our festal day ! 

4 For this is a statute for Israel, 
A law of the God of Jacob ; 

B He appointed it as a memorial in Joseph, 
When he went out of the land of Egypt, 
"Where he heard a language which he knew not. 

6 "I relieved Qsaid he] thy shoulders from their burden ; 
Thy hands were removed from the hod, 

7 Thou didst call in trouble, and I delivered thee ; 
In the secret pl&ce of thunder I answered thee ; 

I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. [Pause.] 

8 Hear, my people ! and I will admonish thee ! 
O Israel ! that thou wouldst hearken to me ! 

9 Let there be no strange god within thee, 
Nor worship thou any foreign god 1 

10 I, Jehovah, am thy God, 

"Who brought thee oat of the lasd of Egypt : 
Open wide thy mouth, and I will fill it ! 

11 But my people would not listen to my voice. 
And Israel would not hearken to me. 

13 So I gave them up to the obstinacy of their hearts, 
And 5iey walked according to theii own devices. 

13 " O that my people had hearkened to me ! 
That Israel had walked in my ways ! 

14 Soon would I have brought low their enemies. 

And turnecl my hand against their adversaries. [them, 
la The haters of Jehovah should have become suppliants to 

And their prosperity should have endured for ever, 
16 With the finest of the wheat I would have fed them, 

And with honey out of the rock would I have satisfied 
theiQ." 
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PSALM LXXXIL 



A psalm of Asaph, 

1 God standetli in God'a assembly. 
He judgelh in the midst of Uie gods. 

2 " How long will ye judge unjustly, 

And favor the cause of the wicked ? [Pause.] 

3 Defend the poor and the fatherless ; 

Do justice lo the wretched and the needy ! 
i Deliver the poor and the destitute ; 

Save them from the hand of the wicked ! 
B They are without knowledge and without understanding; 

They walk in darkness : 

Therefore all the foundations of the land are shaken. 

6 I have said, Te are gods, 

And all of you children of the Most High ; 

7 But ye shall die like men, 

And faH like the rest of the princes." 

8 Arise, God ! judge the earth ! 
For all the nations are thy possession. 



PSALM LXXXin. 

Prayer against the eii«mieE of the Jewish nation; commonlj supposed to 
have been composed in Oie days of JehofJinphal, wlian a „""''■""*'"" "' 
the neighboiing kings was formed againat Jndah. 

A jysdtm of Asaph. 

1 God ! keep not silence ! 

Hold not thy peace, and be not still, God ! 
3 For, lo I thine enemiea roar, 

And they who hate thee lift up their heads. 
8 For they form secret plots against thy people. 

And consult together against thy chosen ones. 
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i " Come," say they, "let ua blot tlicni out from tlie iiui 
ber of the nations, 
That the name of Israel may no more be remembered ! 

5 With one consent they consult together, 
Against thee do they form a leagne, — - 

6 The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 
Of Moab and tie Hagarenes, 

7 Geha! and Ammon and Amalek, 

The Pliilistinea, wiUi the inhabitants of Tyre. 

8 The Assyrians also are joined with them ; 
They lend their strengtli to the children of Lot. 

9 Do to them as to the Midianites, 

As to Sisera, as to Jahia at the brook Kison, 

10 "Who perished at Endor, 

And were trampled like dung to the earth. 

11 Make their chiefs lite Oreb and Zeeb ; 

Tea, all their princes as Zeba and Zalmunna ! 

12 Who say, " Let us seize on God's habitations I " 
la Mate them, O my God ! like whirling chaff; 

Like stubble before the wind ! 
14 As fire constimeth the forest, 

And as flame setteth the mountains in a blaze, 
10 So pursue them with thy tempest, 

And terrify them with IJiy stoi-m! 

16 Cover their faces with shame, 

That tliey may seek thy name, O Lord I 

17 Let them be confounded ! 

Yea, let them be put to shame, and perish ! 

18 That they may know that thy name alone is Jehovah ; 
That thou art the Most High over aJi the earth. 
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PSALM LXXXir. 

Aapivations aftisr flie -worship of God in tlit 
For the leader of llie n 

1 How lovely are tliy tabernacles, O Loed of hosts ! 

2 My soul longeth, yea, fainteth, for tlie courts of the I^OKi) ; 
My heart and my flesh cry aloud for tie living God. 

3 The very sparrow flndeth an abode, 

And the swallow a, nest, whei-e they may lay their young, 
By thine .altars, Lord of hosts. 
My king and my God ! 

4 Happy fhey who dwell in thy house, 

Who are continually pmsing thee ! [Pause.] 

6 Happy the man whoae glory is iu thee, 

In whose heart are the ways [to Jerusalem] ! 
e Passing through the valley of Baca, they mako it a fountain ; 
And the early rain covereth it with blessings. 

7 They go on from strength to strength ; 

Every one of fJiem appeareth before God in Zion. 

8 Hear my pi-ayer, Lord, Gijd of hosts ! 

Give ear, O God of Jacob ! [Pause.] 

9 Look down, God ! our shield, 

And behold the fece of thine anointed ! 

10 For a day spent in thy eouita is better than a thousand : 

I would rather stand on the thi-eshold of the house of my 

God, 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the Lokd God is a sun and a shield ; 
The Lokd giveth grace and glory; 

No good thing doth he withhold 
From them that walk uprightly. 

12 Lord of hosts! 

Happy the man who tnisteth in thee ! 
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PSALM LSXXy. 



Far the leader of the rmsk. A psalm of llie sores of KoroA, 

1 Lord ! thou hast been favorable ta thy laad ; 
Thou haat brought back the captives of Jacob ; 

2 Thou didst forgive the iniquity of thy people, 

And cover aU their sins ! [Pause-] 

8 Thon didst take away all thy displeasure, 

And abate the flerceness of thy wrath. 
4 Restore us, God of our salvation ! 

And let thine anger towards ns ceaae ! 
6 "Wilt thou be angry wi(h us for evoi- ? 

Wilt thou continue thy wra^ from generation to genera- 

6 WUt thou not revive na again, 
That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

7 Show us &y compassion, Lord I 
And graiit us thy salvation I 

8 I will hear what God the Lord will speat : 

Truly he will speak peace to his people, and to his servants ; 
Only let them not turn again to folly ! 

9 Yea, his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
That glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth shall meet together, 
fiighteousness and peace shall kiss each other j 

11 Truth shall spring oat of the earth ; 
Righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

13 Tea, Jehovah will give prosperity, 

And our land shall yield her increase. 
13 JElighteoasness sha]l go before him. 

And set us in the way of his steps. 
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PSALM LXXXVI. 



A prayer of David. 

I Incline thine ear, Lokd ! and hear me. 
For I am poor and distressed ! 

3 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to thee ! 

Save, tJiou my God ! thy servant who tiustetJi in thee ! 

3 Have pity upon me, Lord ! 
For to thee do I cry dmly ! 

4 Eevive the sonl of thy servant. 

For to thee, Loi'd ! do I lift up my soul ! 

6 For thoii, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive ; 

Tea, rich in meicy lo all that call upon thee ! 

6 Give ear, O Lokd I to my prayer, 

And attend to the voice of my supplication ! 

7 In the day of my ti'onble I call upon thee, 
For thou dost answer me ! 

8 Among the gods there is none like thee, Lord ! 
And there are no works like thy workfl ! 

9 All the nations which thou bast made must come and wor- 

ship before thee, Loi'd 1 
And glorify thy name ! 
10 For great art Uiou, and wondrous are thy works ; 
Thou alone art God I 

II Teach me, Ldiio ! thy way, 
That 1 may walk in thy tiiith ; 
Unite all my heart to fear thy name ! 

12 I will prtMse thee, Lord, my GocI ! witli my whole 

I will ^ve glory to thy name for ever ! 

13 For tJiy kindness to me hath been great j 

Thou hast delivered me from the depths of tke underworld i 
li God ! the proud have risen against me ; 

Bands of cruel men seek my life. 

And set not thee hefore their eyes. 
IS But thou, O Lord! art a God full of c 

Long-suffering, rich in mercy and truth ! 
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Look upoa me, and have compasaioa upon me ! 
Give thy strength to thy sercant, 
And save the son of thy handmaid ! 
IT Show me a token for good, 

That toy enemies may see it and be confounded ; 
~ e thou, O LoRO ! helpest and comfoitest me ! 



PSALM LXXXVIL 

Tte glory gf Zion, as the source and centre of Uia religion of the world 
A psalm of the sons of Korah. 

1 His foundation is in the holy mountains ; 

2 JehoYah loveth tlie gates of Zion 
More than ail the dwellings of Jacob. 

8 Glorious things are said of thee, 

city of Giod I [Pausi 

4 "I name Egypt aad Babylon among them that know m 
Behold ! PhOistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia, — 

They also were born there." 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, 

" Men of every nation were bora there, 
And the Most High hath established her," 

6 JohoTah, when he numbereth the nations, shall write, 

" These were born there ! " [Pausi 

7 Singers as well as dancers, — 
AH my sprhigs are in thee ! 



PSALM LXXXViri. 

Prayer of one in deep and various diatr 
A psalm of Ike s 



1 LoKD, God of my salvation ! 
To thee do I cry by day, 

And by night is my prayer before thee I 

2 Let my supplication come before thee j 
Incline thine eai- fo my cry I 
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3 For my soul is full of misery, 

And my life draiveth near to the underworld, 
i I am counted with tiose who are going down to the pit ; 

I am like one who hath no strength, 
6 I am left to myself among the dead, 

Like tie eimn who lie in the gi:aTe, 

"Whom thou no more rememherest, 

And who aa-e cut off from thy [protecting] Land. 

6 Thou hast placed me ia a deep pit, 
In a dark and deep abyss. 

7 Thy wrath presseth hard upon me, 

And thou afflicteat me with all thy waves ! [Pause.] 

8 Thoa hast put mme acquaintances far from me, 
Yea, thou hast made me their abhorrence : 

1 am shut up, and cannot go forth. 

9 Mine eyes languish by reason of my affliction. 
I call upon tiiee daily, O Lokd ! 

To thee do I stretch out my hands I 

10 Canst thou show wonders to the dead ? 

Shall die dead arise, aud praise thee ? [I'auae.] 

11 Shall thy goodness be declared in the grave, 
Or thy faithfulness in the place of corruption? 

12 Shall thy wonders be known in the dark, 
And thy justice in the land of forgetfulness ? 

13 To thee do I cry, Lokd I 

In the morning doth my cry come before thee. 

14 AVhy, O Lord ! dost thou cast me off? 
Why hidest thou thy (ace from me ? 

15 I have been afflicted and languishing from my youth ; 
I suffer thy ten'ors, and am distracted. 

16 Thy fierce wrath overwhelmeth me ; 
Thy teiTors utterly destroy me. 

17 They surronnd me daily like water; 
They compass me about together. 

18 Lover and friend hast thou put far from me ; 
My acquaintances ai'e withdrawn from my sight. 
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PSALM LXXXIX. 

Prayer for tlio race and iingdoni of David. 
A psalm of Elhan, the Exrahite. 

1 I w^iLL sing of the merciM of the Lord for ever ; 
With my mouth will I mate known thy faithfulness to all 

3 For I know that thy mercy endnreth for ever; 
Thou hast established thy truth like the heavens. 

5 " I have made a covenant with my chosen ; 
I have sworn to David, my sen'ant : 

4 Thy family I will establish for ever, 

And htiiid up thy throne to all generations." [PauBe."] 

The heavens shall praise thy wonders, Lord 1 
And the assembly of fie holy ones thy truth ! 

6 "Who in the heavens can he compared to Jehovah ? 
Who is hke Jehovah among the sons of God ? 

7 A God greatly to be feai'ed in the assembly of the holy 

ones, 
And to be bad in reverence above all who are around him ? 

8 Jehovah, God of hosts ! 

Who is mighty like thee, Jehovah? 
And thy faithfulness is round about thee. 

9 Thou rulest the ragmg of the sea; 

When the waves thereof rise, thou stillest them ! 

10 Thou didst break Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain \ 
Thou didst scatter thine enemies with thy mighty arm. 

11 The heavens are thine ; thine also is the eai-th ; 

The world and all that is therein, thou didst found them. 

12 The North and the South were created by thee ; 
Tabor, and Hermon rejoice in thy name. 

13 Thine is a mighty ai'm ; 

Strong is thy hand, and high thy right hand. 

14 Justice and equity are the foundation of thy throne j 
Mercy and trutli go before thy fece. 

IB Happy the people that know the tmmpet's sound I 
They walk, O Lord I in the light of diy count enauci) ; 

18 Li thy name they daily rejoice, 

And in thy righteousness they glory ! 
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17 For thou art the glory of their strength ; 

Tea, through tty favor our horn esalteti itself! 

18 For from Jehovah is our shield, 

And from the Holy One of Israel b ourking. 

19 Once thou spakest in a vision to thy holy one, 

And saidst, — "I have laid help on one that is mighty ; 
I have esijied one chosen fi-om the people ; 
30 I have found David, my servant ; 
With my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21 "With him shall my hand be eatabliaiied, 
And my arm shall strengthen him. 

22 The enemy shall not have power over him. 
Nor shall the unrighteous man oppress him. 

23 For I vrill beat down his foes before him. 
And overthrow them that hate him. 

24 My feithfiilnesa and mercy shall be with him, 
And through my name shall his horn, be exalted. 

25 1 will extend his hand to tJie sea, 
And his right hand to the rivers. 

26 He shall say to me, ' Thou art my father, 
My God, and the rock of my salvation ! ' 

27 I will also make him my first-born. 
Highest of the kings of the earth, 

38 My mercy I will continue to him for ever ; 
My covenant with him shall be steadfast. 

29 I will make his family to endure for ever ; 

And Iiis throne shall be as lasting as the heavens. 
80 Should hia children forsake my law. 

And walk not in my statutes, 
Bl Should they break my commandments, 

And observe not my precepts, 
83 I will punish their transgressions with a rod, 

And their iniquity with sti-ipes. 

33 But my kindness wUl I not withdraw from him, 
Nor suffer my faithfiilneEa fo fail. 

34 I will not break my covenant, 

Nor alter what hatii gone from my lips. 
SO Once have I sworn in my holiness. 
That I will not be false unto David. 

30 His family sliall endure for ever. 
And his tlirone as the Sun before me. 
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37 It shall be established for ever like the moon ; 
Like fhe faithful witness in the sky." 

38 But now thou forsakest and abhorrest, 
And art angry with, thine anointed. 

39 Thou hast made void the covenant with thy servant ; 
Thou hast cast his crown to the gi-ound. 

iO Thou hast broken down all his hedges ; 

Thou hast brought his strongholds to ruin. 
41 All who pass by plunder him ; 

He is a reproach to his neighbors. 
i2 Thou hast lifted up the right hand of his enemies ; 

Thou hast made all his adversaries to i-ejoice. 
43 Tea, thou hast turned the edge of his sword, 

And made him unable to stand in battle. 
4i Thou hast brought his glory to an end, 

And hsist oast down bis throne to the ground. 
4a Thou hast shortened the days of his youth ; 

Thou hast covered him with shame. 

46 How long, Lord ! wilt thou hiiio thyself for ever ? 
How long shall thine anger burn like Are ? 

47 Eemember how short is my life, 

To what frmlty thou hast created all men ! 

48 What man liveth, and seeth not death? 

"Who can deliver himself fiwm the underworld ? 

49 "Where, Lord, is thy former loving-kindness 
Which thou didst swear to David in thy truth ? 

60 Remember, Lord ! the reproach of thy servants, 
How I bear in my bosom the taunts of all fhe many nations, 

61 With which thine enemies have reproached me, Lord ! 
With whieh they have reproached the footsteps of thine 

anointed ! 

B2 Praised be Jehovah for ever! 
Amen, yea, amen ! 
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rSALM xc. 

T!ie alemity of God, and the froilty of man. Prayer for divine mercy ai 

A prayer of Moses, the man of God. 

1 LoKD ! thou hast been our dwelling-place 
In all generations ! 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God ! 

3 But man thou turnest again to duet, 

And sayst, " Return, ye children of men 1 " 

4 For a thousand years are, in thy sight, 
As yesterday when it ia past, 

And as a watch in the night. 

5 Thou oarriest him away as with a flood ; 
He is a dream ; 

In the morning he springeth up like grass, 

6 Which flourisheth and shooteth op in the morning. 
And in the evening is cut down, and withered. 

7 For we are consumed hy thine auger. 
And by thy wrath are we destroyed. 

8 Thou setteit our iniqtdties before thee, 

Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 

9 By reason of thine anger all our days vanish away j 
"We spend our years like a thought. 

10 The days of our life are threescore years and ten. 
And, by reason of strength, may be fourscore years : 
Tet is the pride of them weariness ajid sorrow ; 
For it vanisheth swiftly, and we fly away. 

[16SI 
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11 Yet who attendetli to the power of thme anger ? 

Who with duo reverence regardeth thine indignation ? 
13 Teach ua so to number our days, 

That we may apply our hearts to wisdom ! 

13 Desist, LoKD ! How long — ? 
Have compassion upon thy servants ! 

14 Satisfy ua apeeilily with thy mercy, 

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days ! 

15 Mate us glad accoi'ding to the time in which tliou hast 



According to the years in which we have seen adveraity I 

16 Let thy deeds be known to thy servants, 
And thy glory to their children ! 

17 Let the favor of the LoitD our God be upon us, 
And establish for us the work of our bauda ; 
Yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it ! 



PSALM XCI. 
The safety and liappineBS of him who puts his trust in God. 

1 He who aitteth under the shelter of the Moat High 
Maketh his abode in the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I say to the Lord, Thou art my refuge and my fortress; 
My God, in whom 1 trust. 

3 Surely he will deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
Aud from the wasting pestilence ; 

4 He will cover thee with his feathers, 

And under his wings shalt thou find refuge ; 
His faithfulness sh^l be tliy ehield and buckler. 

5 Thou ahalt not be afraid of the terror of the night, 
Nor of the an-ow that flieth by day ; 

6 Nor of the pestilence that walketh in darkness. 
Nor of the plague that destroyeth at noonday. 

7 A thouaand shall fall by thy side, 
And ten thousand at thy right hand ; 
But thee it shaU not touch. 

8 Thou ahalt only behold with thine eyes, 
And see the recompense of the wicked. . 



smn., Google 



rs, ion.] THE PSALMS. 

9 Because thoy hast made the Lokd thy rufuge, 
And the Most Higli thy habitation, 

10 No evil shall befall thee, 

Nor any plague come near tliy dwelling. 

11 For he will give his angela charge over thee, 
To guard thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall beai- thee up in ^eir hands, 
lest thou dash thy foot against a atone. 

13 Thou ahalt tread upon the lion and the adder; 
The young lion and the dragon shdt Uiou trample 

foot. 

14 " Because he loveth me, I will deliver him ; 

I will set him on high, because he knoweth my nam 

15 When he calleth npon me, I will answer him ; 
I will be with him in trouble ; 

1 will deliver him, and bring him to honor. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, 
And show him my salvation." 



PSALM xcn. 

Praise to Goil, as the righteous govern 
A psalm for the Si 

1 It is a good thing to ^ve thanks to the Lord, 
And to sing praises to thy name, O Most High ! 

5 To show forth thy loving-kindneas in the morning. 
And thy fiwtMulness every night, 

3 Upon the ten-stringed instrument and the lute, 

Upon the harp with a solemn sound, 
i For thou, Lokd, hast made me glad by thy doings ; 

In tJie works of thy hands I greatly rejoice ! 
e How great are thy works, Loed ! 

How deep thy purposes ! 

6 But the unwise man knoweth not this, 
And the fool understandetli it not. 

7 When the wicked spring up like grass, 
And all who practise iniquity flourish, 
It is but to be destroyed for ever! 
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8 Thon, O Lord ! art for ever exalted ! 

9 For, lo ! thine enemies, Lokd ! 
For, lo ! thine enemies perish, 
And dispersed are a]l who do iniquity ! 

10 But my horn thon exaltest like the buffalo's ; 
i am anointed with fresh oU. 

11 Mine eye hath gazed with joy npon mine e 
Mine ears have heard with joy of my wicked adversaries, 

13 The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree ; 
They shall grow up like the cedars of Lebanon ; 

13 Planted in the house of the Lokd, 

They shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

14 Even in old age they bring forth fruit ) 
They are green, and fuU of sap ; 

IB To show tliat the Lokd, my rock, is upright, 
That there is no Tim" ■" ' ' ■" ' 






PSALM XCIIL 



1 Jehovah reigneth ; he is clothed with majesty ; 
Jehovah is clothed with majesty, and girded with strength ; 
Therefore .the earth standeth fiim, and cannot be moved. 

2 Thy throne was established of old ; 
Thou art from everlasting ! 

3 The floods, O Lokd ! lift np, 
The floods lift up their voice ; 
The floods lift up their roaring I 

4 Mightier than the voice of many waters. 
Tea, than the mighty waves of the sea, 
Is the Lokd in his lofty habitation. 

H Thy promises are most sure ; 
Holiness becometh thy house, O Lord ! for ever 1 
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PSALIC XCIV. 
Prayer for iha punishmBnt of the oppressors of the Jewisli nation. 

1 Lord \ thou Glod of vengeance 1 
thou Grod of Tengeance ! shiae forth ! 

2 Rouse thyself, thou judge of the earth ! 
Bender a recompense to the proud ! 

3 How long, O Lord ! shall the wicked, 
How Jong shall the wicked triumph ? 

4 How long shall their lips j)our forth insolence? 
How long shall all the evil-doers hoast ? 

B O Lord ! they trample upon thy people, 
And oppress thine inheritance ! 

6 They slay the widow, and the stranger, 
And murder the fetherless ; 

7 And they say, "The Lord doth not see. 
The God of Jacob doth not regard ! " 

8 Be iii8ti-ucf«d, ye most stupid of mankind ! 

when, ye fools, will ye be wise ? 

9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear ? 
He that formed the eye, shall he not see ? 

10 He that chastiseth nations, shall not he punish ? 

He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know ? 
H The Lord knoweth the thoughts of men, 

That they are vanity. 

12 Happy the man, Lord ! whom thou correctest, 
Whom by thy teaching thou makest wise ; 

13 To give him peace in the days of adversity, 
Until a pit be digged for die wicked ! 

H For the Lord will not forsake his people. 

Nor abandon his own inheritance. 
15 For jadgment shall return to justice, 

And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 
18 Who will rise up for me against the wicked ? 

Who will stand up for me against the evil-doers ? 
IT If the Lord had not been my help, 

1 had well nigh dwelt in the land of silence. 
18 When I think that my foot is slipping, 

Thy goodness, O Lord ! holdeth mo up. 
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19 In the multitude of anxieties within me, 
Thy consolations revive my soul. 

20 Shall witJi thee be allied the throne of iniquity, 
Which deviseth mischief against law ? 

31 They band together against the life of tlie righteous, 
And condemn; innocent blood, 

22 But the Lord is my fortress, 

And my God the rock of my refuge, 

23 He will bring upoa them their own iniquity; 

Yea, through tlieir own wickedness he will cut theni off J 
Tea, the Lord, our God, will cut tliem off. 

PSALM XCV. 

Eihorlation lo praise and obey God. 

1 COME, let US sing to the Loed ; 

Let us raise a voice of joy to the rodt of our salvation ! 

2 Let us come into his pi-esence with thanksgiving. 
And sing joyfully to him with psalms ! 

3 For Jehovah is a great God ; 
Yea, a gi-eat king over all gods, 

4 In hie hands are the depths of the earth ; 
His also are the heights of the mountains. 

B The sea is his, and ho made it ; 
The dry land also his hands formed. 

6 come, let us worship and bow down ! 
Lot us kneel before the Loed, our maker ! 

7 For he is oui God, 

And we are tho people of his pasture and the flock of his 

that ye would now hear his voice ! 

8 " Harden not your hearts as at Meribah [the strife]. 

As in the day of temptation [Massah] in the wildernesa, 

9 "Where your fathers tempted me 

And tried me, although they had seen my works. 

10 Forty years was I offended with tliat generation: 
And I said, ' They are a people of a perverse heart. 
And whd have no regard to my ways.' 

11 Therefore I sware, in my wrath. 

That they siiould not enter into my rest." 
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PSALM XCVI. 



1 8IKG to Jehovah a new song ; 
Sing to Jcliovah, all the earth I 

2 Sing to Jehovah ; praise hia name, 
Show forth his salvation from day to day ! 

3 Proclaim his glory among the nations, 
His wonders among aJi people ! 

4 For Jehovah is great, and greatly to bo praised ; 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

e For all the gods of the nations are idols ; 

But Jehovah made the heavens. 
$ Honor and majesty are before him; 

Glory and beauty are in hia holy abode. 

7 Give to Jehovah, ye tribes of the people, 
Give to Jehovah glory and praise ! 

8 Give to Jehovah the glory due to hia name; 
Bring an offering, and come into his courts ! 

9 O worship Jehovah in holy attire ! 
Tremble before him, all the earth ! 

10 Say among the nations, Jehovah ia king ; 

The world shall stand firm ; it shall not be moved ; 
He will judge the nations in righteousness, 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice ; 
Let the sea roar, and the fiiluess thereof; 

12 Let the fields be jojfal, with aO that is therein ; 
Let all the trees of the forest rejoice 

13 Before Jehovali ! for he oometh. 
He Cometh to judge ihe earth ! 

He will judge the world with justice, 
And the nations witli iaithfulness. 
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PSALM XCVII. 

PraiBB to God aa the supreme ruler, tlie punialier of the idolatrous enemfea 
of the Jews, and the tewarder of bis worshippei's. This peelm was prob- 
ably occasioned by some victory gained by the Jevfs. 

1 The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice I 

Let the multitude of isles be glad'l 
3 Clouds and darkness sire round about him ; 

Juadce and equity are the foundation of his throne. 

3 Before him goeth a fire, 

Which bumeth up his enemies around. 

4 His lightnings illumine the world ; 
The earth beholdeth and trembleth, 

6 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heaTens declare his righteousness, 
And all nations behold his glory. 

7 Confounded be they who worship graven images. 
Who glory in idols ! 

To him, all ye gods, how down ! 
3 Zion hath heard, aod is glad, 

And the daughters of Judah exult 

On account of thy judgments, Lord ! 
9 For thou, LoKD ! art most high above all the earth ; 

Thou art far exalted above all gods ! 

10 Ye that love the Lord, hate evil ! 
He preserveth the lives of hia servants. 

And delivereth them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light is sown for the righteous, 
And joy for the upright in heart. 

12 Eejoice, ye righteous, in the Lokd, 
And praise his holy name I 
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PSALM SCVIII. 



1 SiKG fo fJie Lord a new song; 
For he hath done marvellous things ; 

His own right hand and his holy wm iiave gotten Mm the 
vicfory ! 

2 The LoED hath made known bia salvatioa ; 

His righteousness hath he manifested iu the sight of tJie 
nations. 

3 He hath remembered his mercy and trutli toward the 

house of Israel, 
And all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 
our God. 

4 Shout unto the Lord, all the eayth 1 
Break forth into joy, and eiult, and eiog I 

Sing to the Loed with tlie hai'p, 
WiUi the harp, and the voice of song ! 

6 With clarions, and the sound of trumpets, 
Make a joyful noise before the Lord the King I 

7 Let the sea roai", and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein ; 

8 Let flie rivers dap their hands. 
And the mountains rejoice together 

9 Before the Lord ! for he cometh to judge the earth ! 
With righteousness will he judge the world. 

And the nations with equity. 



PSALM XCLX. 

Hjmii of praise wilh reference to God's goodness (o his people in aac 

1 The Lord reigneth, let the nations tremble ! 

He sitteth between the cherubs, let the earth quake! 

2 Great is the Lord upon Zion ; 
Ho is ezalted over all the nations. 
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3 Let men praise thy great aud terrible name ! 
It is holy. 

4 TjCt tkem declare the glory of the King who lovetli justice ! 
Thou hast established equity ; 

Thou dost execute justice in Jacob 1 
B Exalt ye Jehovah, our God, 

And bow yourselves dowa at his footstool ! 

He is holy. 
e Moses and Aaron, with his priests, 

And Samuel, who called upon hia name, — 

They called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
T Ue Bpake to them in the cloudy pillar ; 

They kept his commandments, 

And the ordinances which he gave them. 

8 Thou, O LoKD, our God ! didst answer them ; 
Thou wast to them a forgiving God, 
Though thou didst punish their transgressions I 

9 Exalt the LoitD, our God, 
lountain 1 



A ps/dm a/ praise. 

1 Raise a voice of joy unto the Lord, all ye lands! 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness ! 

Come before his presence with rejoicing ! 

3 Know ye that Jehovah is God ! 

It is he that made us, and we are his, 
Hjs people, and the flock of his pasture. 

4 Entfir into his gates with thanksgiying, 
And his courts with praise ; 

Be thankiul to him, and bless his name ! 
6 For the LoED is good ; his mercy is everlasting ; 
And Lis truth endui-cth fo all generafiona. 
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A psalm of David. 

1 I WILL sing of mercy and justice ; 

To thee, O Lord 1 will I sing ! 
a I will have regard to the way of uprightness : 

"When thou ahalt come to me, 

I will walk within my house with an upright heart. 

3 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes ; 
I hate the work of eyil-doers ; 

It shall not cleave to me. 

4 The perverse in heart shall be far from me ; 
I will not fenow a wicked person. 

a Whoso slandereth his neighbor in secret, him will I cut 
off; 
Him that haih a Iiaughty look and a proud heart I will not 
endure. 

6 Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 

may dwell with me ; 
He that walkefh in the way of uprightness shall serve me. 

7 He who practiseth deceit shall not dwell in my house ; 
He who telleth lies shall not remain in my sight. 

8 Every morning will I destroy the wicked of tiie land. 
That I may cut off all evil-doers firom the city of the Lobd. 



PSALM cn. 

Prayer in affliclion and Ibc rastoratioa from ciintivity. This psalm was m 
doubledly composed in the time of the captivity, and probatiiy near til 
dose of it^ when hopes were cherished of a cestorstion. 



1 HcAK my prayer, O Loed ! 
And let my cry come unto thee I 

2 Hide not thy face from me in the day of my trouble ; 



Incline thine ear to me when I call ; 
Answer me speedily! 
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8 For my life is consumed like smoke, 

And my bonea bum like a brand. 
i My heart is smitten and withered like grass ; 

Yea, I forget to eat my bread. 
C By reason of my sigMng, my hones cleave to my skia ; 

6 I am like the pdicaa of tlie wilderness ; 
I am like aa owl amid rains. 

7 I am sleepless ; 

I am like a solitary bird upon the house-top. 

8 All tlie day long my enemies reproach me ! 
They who rage against me curse by me. 

9 For I eat ashes like bread. 
And mingle my drink with tears, 

10 On account of thine indignation and thy wrath ; 
For thou hast lifted me up and cast me down I 

11 My life is like a declining shadow, 
And I wither like grass. 

12 But thou, O Lord ! endurest for ever, 
And thy name from generation to generation 1 

13 Thou wilt arise and have pity upon Zion, 

For the time to favor her, yea, the set time, is come. 

14 For thy servants take pleasure in her stones ; 
Yea, they have a regard for her dust. 

15 Then shall the nations fear the name of Jehovah, 
And all the kings of the earth fhy glory. 

16 For Jehovah will build up Zion ; 
He will appear in his glory. 

17 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
And not despise their supplication. 

18 This shall be written for the generation to come, 
That the people to be bom may praise Jehovah. 

19 For ho looketh down from his holy height. 
From heaven doth he cast his eye upon the earth, 

20 To listen to the sighs of the prisoner. 

To release those that are doomed to death ; 

21 Tliat they may declare the name of Jehovah in Zion, 
And his praise in Jerusalem, 

22 When tlie nations are assembled together, 
And the kingdoms to serve Jehovah. 

23 lie hath weakened my strength on the way. 
He hath shortened my days. 
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24 I say, my GorZ ! take me not away in tlie midst of my 

Thy years endure through al! generations. 
S6 Of old hast thou laid the foundations of the earth, 
And the heavens ai-e the work of thy hands ; 

26 They shall perish, but thou ahalt endure ; 
Tea, all of tliem shall was old like a garment ; 
As a vesture shalt thou change them. 

And they shall be changed ; 

27 But thou ail tlie same. 
And thy years have no end. 

28 The chilii^n of thy servants shall dwell securely, 
And their posterity shall he eatahlished before thee. 

PSALM cin. 

Praise to God foe liis lighteousneas aiiil mercy, especially lowards his people 
A psalm of David. 

1 Bless the Lokd, O my soul ! 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name ! 

2 Bless the Lord, my soul ! 
And forget not all his benefits 1 

8 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 

."Who healeth all thy diseases ; 
4 Who redeemetli thy life from the grave ; 

Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender mer- 

6 Who salisiieth thine old age with good, 

- So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

6 The LoED executeth justice 
And equity for all the oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, 
His doings to the children of IsraeL 

8 The Lokd is merciful aad kind. 
Slow to auger and rich ia mercy. 

8 He doth not always chide, 

Nor doth he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He hath not dealt with us according to our sins, 
Nor requited us according to onr iniquities. 
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11 As high as are the heavens above tlie earth, 
So great is his mercy to them that fear him. 

12 As fer as the east is from the west, 

So fiw hath he removed our transgi-essions &om ua. 

13 Even as a fether pitieth hia children, 
So the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth onr frame, 

He remembereth that we are dust. 
IH As for man, his days are aa grass ; 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

16 The wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 
And its place shall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 

lasting to them that fear him, 
And hia righteousness to children's children, 

18 To such as keep his covenant. 

And remember his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath established hb throne in the heavens, 
And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, je his angels. 

Ye mighty ones who do hia coBunanda, 
Hearkening to the voice of his word 1 

21 Bless the Lokd, all ye his hosts; 

Ye, his ministei-s, who do his pleaaore I 

22 Bless the Loao, all his works, 
In aU places of his dominion I 
Bless the Lord, my soul ! 



PSALM CTV. 



1 Bless the Lord, O my soul ! 

O Lord, my God I thon art very great I 
Thou art clothed with glory and majesty ! 

2 He covereth himself wili light as with a garment; 
He spreadeth out the heavens like a curtain ; 

S He layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters j 
He maketh the clouds his chariot ; 
He rideth upon the wings of the wind. 
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4 He maketh the winds his laessengera, 

The flaming lightnings !iia ministers. 
B He established the earth on its foundations ; 

It shall not he removed lor ever. 

6 Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a garment ; 
The waters stood above the mountains ! 

7 At thy rebuke they fled ; 

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 

8 Tlie mountains rose, the valleys sank. 

In the place which thou didst appoint for them. 

9 Thou l^t established a bound which the watera may not 

pass, 
That they may not return, and cover the eartli. 

10 He sendeth forth the springs in brooks ; 
They ran among the mountains ; 

11 They ^ve drink to aU the beasts of the forest ; 
In them the wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 About them the birds of heaven have their habitation j 
They Bing among the branches. 

13 He watereth the hills from his chajnbers ; 

The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works 1 
1* He causeth grass to spring up for cattte^ 

And herbage for the service of man, 

To bring forth food out of the earth, 
IB And wine that gladdeneth the heart of man, 

Making his face to shine more tlian oil, 

And bread that strengtheneth man's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord are fuZl of sap. 

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted t 

17 There the birds build their nests ; 

In the cypreasea the stork hath her abode. 
13 The high hills are a reftige for the wild goats. 

And the rodts for the conies. 
19 He appointed the moon to mark aeaaons ; 

The sun knoweth when to go down. 
SO Thou makest darkness, and it is night, 

When all the beasts of the forest go forth ! 
21 The young lions roar for prey, 

And aeek their food from Glod. 
S2 When the sun ariseth, they withdraw tbemselvea, 

And lie down in their dens. 
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23 Man goeth forth to Ms work, 

And to his labor, until the evening. 

24 Lord ! how manifold are thy works ! 
Id wisdom hast thou made them all I 

The earth is fuU of thy riches ! 

25 Lo ! this great and wide sea ! 

In it are moving creatures without number, 
Animils =m iH nnd great. 

26 TJiei e go the ships ; 

Theie IS the levuthaji, which thou hast made to play 
theiem 
S7 All the^o wait on thee 

To give them their food in due season. 

28 Tliou gn est it to them, they gather it ; 

Thou openest thine hand, (hey are satisfied with good. 

29 Thou hidest thy fiice, tliey are confounded ; 
ThoTi takest away their breath, they die, 
And return to the dust. 

30 Thou scndest forth thy spirit, they are created. 
And thou renewest the face of the earth, 

31 The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever ; 
The LoBD shall rejoice in his works ; 

32 He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth ; 
He toucheth the hills, and they smoke. 

33 I will sing to the Lokd as long as I live, 

I will sing praise to my Glod while I have my being. 

34 May my meditation be acceptable to him ! 
I will rejoice in the Loed. 

36 May sinners perish from the earth, 
And the wicked be no more ! 
Bless the Lord, my soul I 
Praise ye the Lord ! 
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raUon of God's fait 
i earliest " " 

.re fl Bart ■ 

1 GIVE thaiiks unto the Loki> ; 
Call upon his name ; 

Make known his deeds among the people ! 

2 Siog unto him ; sing psalms unto him ; 
Tell ye of al! his wondrous works ! 

3 Glory ye in his holy name ; 

Let the hearts of them that seek the Lord rejoice ! 

4 Seek the Lokd, and his majesty ; 
Seek his face continually 1 

5 Remember the wonders he hath wrought. 
His mira«le!) and the judgm^ts of his moath^ 

6 Ye offspring of Abraliam his servant, 
Ye children of Jacob his chosen 1 

7 Jehovaii, he is our God, 

His judgments are over all the earth. 

8 He remembereth his covenant for ever. 
And the promise to a thousand generationa ; 

9 The covenant which he made with Abraham, 
And the oath which he gave to Isaac ; 

Id Which he confirmed to Jacob for a decree, 
And to Israel for an everlasting covenant. 

11 " To thee," said he, " will I give the land of Canaan 
For the lot of your inheritance." 

12 When tliey were yet few in number, 
Very few, and strangers in the land ; 

13 WTien they went from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another people, 

14 He suffered no man to oppress them ; 
Tea, he rebuked kings for their sakes. 

15 " Touch not," said he, " mine anointed, 
And do my prophets no harm ! " 

10 Again, when he commanded a famine in the land, 
And broke the whole staff of bread. 
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17 He soTit a man before them; 
Joseph was sold as a slavo. 

18 His feet they hurt with fetters ; 
He was botmd. in chains of iron ; 

IS Until his prediction came to pass, 

And the word of the Lord pi-oved him. 
SO Then the king sent, and loosed him ; 

The ruler of nations, and set him free j 
21 He made him governor of his house, 

And lord of all his possessions ; 
23 To hind his princes at his pleasure, 

And teach his counsellors wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into Egypt, 

And Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham ; 

24 Where God increased his people greatly, 
And made them stronger than their enemies. 

25 He turned their hearts to hate his people, 
And form devices against his servants. 

26 Then sent he Moses his servant, 
And Aaron, whom he had chosen. 

27 They showed his signs among them, 
And hia wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness upon them, and made it dark | 
And they did not disobey his word. 

29 He turned their waters into blood, 
And caused flieir fish to die. 

80 Their land brought forth irogs in abundance. 

Even in the chamliera of their Mugs. 
31 He spake, and there came flies, 

And lice in all tJieir coasts. 
S3 Instead of rain he gave them hail, 

And flaming fire in their land. 
?3 He smote abo their vines and fig-trees, 

And broke the trees of their coasts. 
Si He spake, and the locusts came. 

Destructive locusts without number, 
35 Which ate up all the herbage in their laud, 

And devoured the fruits of their fields. 
38 Then he smote all the firstrborn ia their land, 

Tiie first-fruits of <ill their strength. 
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37 He led forth his people with silyer and gold; 
Nor was there one feeble porBon in all tlieli tribes. 

38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 
For thoir terror had fallen upon them. 

39 He spread out a cloud for a eoyering, 
And fire to give light by night. 

10 They asked, and he brought qnails. 

And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

41 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed forth, 
And ran in the dry places like a river, 

42 For he remembered his holy promise, , 
"Which he had made to Abraham his servant; 

43 And be led forth hia people with joy, 
And his chosen with gladness. 

44 He gave to them the lands of the nations, 
And they inherited the labor of the peoples ; 

48 That they might obsoi've hia statutes. 
And obey his laws. 
Praise ye the Loud ! 



PSALM CVI. 



1 Praise ye the Lord I 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good ; 

For his mercy ondureth for ever ! 
3 Who can utfor the mighty deeds of the Lord ? 

Who can show forth all his praise ? 

3 Happy are they who have regard to juatJoe, 
Who practise righteousness at all times ! 

4 Remember me, Lord ! with the favor promised to fhy 

O visit me with thy salvation I 
6 That I may see the prosperity of thy chosen, 
That I may rejoice in the joy of thy people, 
That 1 may gloi-y with thine biheritance I 
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6 We have sinned with our fathers ; 

We have committed iiiic[oity ; we have done wicliedly. 

7 Our fatliera in Egypt did not regard thy wonders ; 
They rememhered not the multitude of thy mercies ; 
But rebelled at the sea, the Ked sea. 

8 Yet he saved them for his own name's sake, 

That he might make his mighty power to be known. 

9 He rebuked the B«d sea, and it was dried up, 

And he led them through the deep as through a desert. 

10 He saved tliem from the hand of him that hated them. 
And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 The waters covered tlieir enemies ; 
There was not one of them left 

12 Then believed they his words, 
And sang his praise. 

13 But they soon forgot his deeds. 
And waited not for his counsel. 

14 They gave way to appetite ia the wilderness, 
And tempted God in the desert ; 

10 And he gave them their request. 
But sent upon tliem leanness. 

16 They also envied Moses in the camp, 
And Aaron, the holy one of the Loito. 

17 Then the earth opened, and swallowed up Dathan, 
And covered the company of Abiram, 

18 And a fire was kindled in their company ; 
The flames burned up Iho wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb, 
And worshipped a molten image ; 

30 They chaaged their God of glory 

Into the image of a grass-eating oz. 
21 They forgot God, their saviour, 

WTio had done such great things in Egypt, 
S3 Such wonders in the land of Ilam, 

Such terrible things at the Red sea. 

23 Then he said that he would destroy them ; 

Had not Moses, his chosen, stood before him in the breach. 
To turn away his wrath, iJiat he might not destroy them. 

24 Thoy also despised the pleasant land, 
AmA believed not Ida word ; 
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2a But murimired in their tents, 

And would not hearken to the voice of tJiG XjOed. 

26 Then he lifted up his hand agdast them, 

AncI swore that he would make them Ml in the wilderness ; 

27 That he would overthrow their descendants among tie 

nations, 

And scatter them in the lands. 
38 They also gave themselves to the worship of Eaal-peor, 

And ate sacriflcea offered to lifeless idols. 
29 Thus they provoked his anger by their praclJeeB, 

And a plague broke in upon them. 
80 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment, 

And tlie plague was stayed. 

31 And this was counted to him for righteousness, 
To all generations for ever. 

32 They provoked him also at the waters of Meribah 
And evil befell Moses on their account. [strife], 

33 For they provoked his spirit, 

So that he spake inconsiderately with his lips. 

34 They did not destroy the nations. 
As Jehovah had commanded them. 

S5 They mingled themselves with the peoples, 

And learned their practices. 
36 They even worshipped their idols, 

"Which became to them a snare. 
B7 Their sons and their daughters they sacrificed to demons, 

38 And shed innocent blood. 

The blood of their own sons and dau^ters, 
Whom they saotiflced to the idols of Canaan ; 
And the hmd was poDuted with blood. 

39 Thus they defiled themselves with their works. 
And played the harlot with their practices. 

40 Then burned the anger of the Lord against his people, 
So that he abhorred his own inheritance. 

41 And he gave them into the hand of the nations. 
And they who hated them ruled over them. 

42 Their enemies oppressed them. 

And they were bowed down under their hand. 

43 Many times did he deliver them ; 

But they provoked him by their devices. 

And they were brought low for their iniquities. 
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li Tet, when he heard their cries, 
He had regard to their affliction ; 

45 He remembered his covenant with them, 

And repented according to the greatness- of Ms mercy, 

46 And cau.sed them to find pity 
Among all that carried them captive. 

47 Save us, O Jehovah, our God ! and gather us from among 

the nations. 
That we may g^ve thanks to ttiy holy name, 
And glory in thy praise ! 

48 Blessed be Jehovah, ike God of Israel, 
IVom everlasting to m)erlasting ! 

And let all the people say. Amen ! 
Praise m Jehovah ! 



smn., Google 



BO OK V. 



PSALM cvn. 

The goodness of God to vniions classes of men, in delivering Iham from 
palaiiiities of yarioua liinda. This psalm appears from its contents to hava 
beeu composed some time aftei' tlie return from the Babylonisli captivity. 

1 O GIVE thaiika to tlie Lokd, for lie is good ; 
For his mercy endureth for ever ! 

2 Let the redeemed of the Lokd say it, 

"Whom he hath redeemed from the liand of the enemy; 

3 Whom he hath gathered from the lands, 

Prom the east, the west, the north, and the south. 
i They wei-e wandermg in. the wildeiiiess, in a desert, 

They found no way to a city to dwell in. 
5 They were hungry and thirsty, 

And their sonla fsiiiited within them. 
Then they cried to the Lokd in their trouble. 

And he delivered them out of their distress. 

7 He led them in a straight way, 

Till they came to a city where they might dwell. 

8 O let them praise the Lord for his goodness, 
For hia wonderful works to the children of mea ! 

9 For he satisfleth the thirsty. 

And the hungry he filleth with good. 

10 They dwelt in darkness and the shadow of death, 
Being boiind in affliction and iron ; 

11 Because they disobeyed the commands of God, 
And contemned the wiU of the Most High ; 

12 Their hearts he brought down by hardship ; 
They fell down, and there was none to help. 

13 But they cried to the Lokd in their trouble. 
And he saved them out of their distresses ; 

1185] 
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14 He brouglit them out of darkness and the atadow of death, 
And brake their bands asunder. 

16 let them praise the Loed for hia goodness, 
For his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

18 For he hath broken the gates of brass, 
And cut the bars of iron asunder. 

17 The ftfolish, because of their transgressions. 
And because of their iniquities, were afflicted ; 

18 They abhorred all kinds of food ; 
They were near to the gates of death. 

19 Then they cried to the LoitD in Iheir trouble. 
And he delivered them out of their distresses ; 

20 He sent his word, and healed them, 
And saved them from their destruction. 

21 O let them praise the Lord for his goodness. 
For his wonderful works to the children of men! 

33 Let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving. 
And declare his works with joy ! 

23 They who go down to the sea iu ships. 
And do business in great waters, 

34 These see the works of the Loed, 
And his wonders in the deep. 

30 He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, 

Which lifteth high the waves. 
26 They mount up to the heavens, 

They sink down to the depths. 

Their soul melteth with distress ; 



28 Then tiiey cry to the Loed in thoir ti-ouble. 

And he saveth them out of their distresses ; 
39 He turneth the stonn into a calm. 

And the waves are hushed ; 
80 Then they rejoice that they are stdl, 

And he bringeth them to flieir desired haven. 
31 O let them praise the Loed for his goodness, 

For his wonderful works to the children of men ! 
82 Let them extol him in the congi'egation of the people, 

And praise him in the assembly of the elders ! 
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33 He turneth rivers into a desert, 

And springs of water into dry ground j 
3i A fruitful land into barrenness, 

For the wickedness of them that dwell thereia. 

35 He turneth the desert into a lake of water, 
And dry ground into springs of water ; 

36 And there he causeth the hungry to dwell, 
And they boild a city for a dwelling-placei 

3T And sow fields and plant vineyards, 

Which yield a fruitiul increase. 
38 He hlesselli tbem, bo that they multiply greatly. 

And suffereth not their cattle to decrease. 
B9 When they are diminished and brought low 

By oppression, affliction, and sorrow, 

40 He pouretL contempt upon princes. 

And causeth them to wander in a pathless wilderness ; 

41 But he raiseth the poor from their affliction. 
And increaseth their families like a idock. 

42 The righteous see it and rejoice, 
And all iniquity shutteth her mouth. 

43 Wboso is wise, Jet him observe this, 

And have regard to the loving-kindness of the Lokd ! 



PSALM CVIII. 

Prayer ibr deliverancs from enemies; expraaaion of assnmnoB of 
psalm ia composed of parts of two other paalmsi namely, Pa. 1 
and Ps. Is. 6-12. It has been coi^ectured that it was compiled 
public occasion in Iha later period of the Jewish nation. 

A psalm of David. 

1 God ! my heart ia strengthened ! 
1 will sing and give tiianks. 

2 Awake, my soul I awake, my psaltery and harp ! 
1 will wake with the early dawn. 

S I will praise thee, Lord ! among the nations! 
1 will sing to thee among the peoples ! 

4 For thy mercy reacheth to the heavens. 
And thy truth above the clouds. 

5 Esalt Myself, God ! above the heavens, 
And thy glory above all the earth ! 
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6 That thy beloTed ones may be delivered. 
Save with thy right haad, and. ansTver me ! 

7 God promiseth in his holiness ; I will rejoic 
I shall yet divide Stechem, 

And measure out tho valley of Succoth ; 

8 Gilead shall be mine, and mine Manaeseh; 
Ephraim shall be my helmet, 

Aid Judah my sceptre. 
Moab shall be my washbowl ; 

Upon Edom shall I caat my shoe ; 

I shall triumph over Philistia. 
10 Who will bring me to the strong city ? 

Wlio will lead me into Edom ? 
H Wilt not thou, God ! who didst forsake u 

Who didst not go forth with our armies? 
13 Give us tliine aid in our distress. 

For vain is tlie help of man ! 
13 Through God we shall do valiantly; 

For he will tread down 



PSALM CIX. 

Prayer against enemies. 
Far the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

1 God of my praise I be not silent ! 

2 For the mouths of the wicked and the deceitful are opened 

against me ; 
They speak against me with a lying tongue. 

3 They assault me on overy side with words of hatred j 
They fight against me without a cause. 

i For my love they aro my adversaries : 

But I give myself unto prayer. 
6 They repay me evil for good, 

And hatfed for love. 

6 Set thou a wicked man over him, 

And let an adversary stand at his right hand I 

7 When he is judged, may he be condemned, 
And may his prayer be a crime ! 
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8 May his days be few, 

And another take his office 1 

9 May his children be fatherless, 
And his wife a widow I 

10 May his children be vagabonds and beggars, 
And from their ruined dwellings seek diejr bread! 

11 May a creditor seize on all tliat he hath, 
And a stranger plunder his substance ! 

12 May there be none to show him compassion, 
And none to pity his iatherless children ! 

13 May his posterity be cut off; 

In the next generation may his name be blotted out ! 
U May the iniquity of his fethers be remembered by the 

LOKD, 

And may the sin of his mother never be blotted out ! 
16 May they be before the Lord coufinually ; 

And may he cut off their memory from the eartli I 
16 Because he remembered not to show pity, 

But persecuted the afflicted and the poor man, 

And sought the death of the broken-hearted. 
IT As he loved cursing, let it come upon him. ; 

As he delighted not in blessing, let it be &,r from him ! 

18 May he be clothed witli cursing as with a garment ; 
May it enter like water into his bowels, 

And like oil into his bones ! 

19 May it be to him like the robe that covereth him, 
Like the girdle with which he is constantly girded ! 

20 May this be the wages of mine adversaries from the Lord, 
And of tliem that speak evil against mo I 

21 But do thou, O LoKD, my God I take pai-t with me. 
For thine own name's sake ! 

Because great is thy mercy, deliver me 1 
23 For I am afflicted and needy, 

And lay heart is wounded within, me, 

23 I am going like a shadow ; 

I am driven away as the locust. 

24 My knees totter fivDm fasting. 
And my flesh faileth of fatness. 

25 I am a reproach to my enemies ; 

They gaze at me ; they shake their heads. 

26 Help me, O Lord, my God ! 

save me, according to thy mercy 1 
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27 That tliey may know that tliis is tliy hand ; 
That thou, Lord ! hast done it ! 

28 Let them curse, but do thou bless t 

When tliey arise, let them be put to shame ; 
But let thy servant rejoice ! 

29 May my enemies he clothed with ignominy ; 

May they be covered with their shame, as witli a mantle ! 

30 I will eai-nestly praise the Lord with my lips ; 
In the midst of the multitude I will praise him. 

31 For ho standeth at the right hand of the poor, 
To save him from those who would conderan him. 



PSALM CX 



A psahit of Damd. 

1 Jehovah said to my lord, 
" Sit thon at my right hand. 

Until I make thy foes thy footstool." 

2 Jehovah will extend Ibe sceptre of thy power from Zion : 
Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies ! 

3 Thy people shall be ready, when thou musterest thy 

forces, in holy splendor ; 
Thy youth shall come forth like dew fi«m the womb of 
the morning. 

4 Jehovah hath sworn, and he will not repent ; 
" Thon art a priest for ever, 

After the order of Melchisedeck ! " 

5 TJie Lord is at thy right hand, 

lie shall crush kings in the day of his wradi. 
8 He shall esecnte justice among the nations ; 

He Bhall fill them with dead bodies, 

He shall crush the heads of his enemies over many lands. 
7 He shall drink of the brook ia the way ; 

Therefore shall he lift up hia head. 
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Hymn of praise for God's goodness io Mb people in liis worlts and word. 

1 Praise ye the Lord ! 
I will praise the Lokd with my whole heart, 
In the assembly of the righteous, and in the congregation. 

3 The works of the Lord are great, 

Sought out by all who have pleasure in them. 

3 Hia deeds are honorable and glorious, 
And his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 He hath established a memorial of his wonders j 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

8 He giveth meat to (hem that fear him ; 
He is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He showed his people the greatness of his works, 
When he gave them the inheritance of the heathen. 

7 Tlie deeds of his hands are truth and justice ; 
All his commandmonts are sure ; 

8 They stand firm for ever and ever, 
Being founded in truth and justice. 

9 He sent redemption to hia people ; 
He established his covenant for ever ; 

Holy, and to be had in reverence, is lus name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ; 

A good understanding have all they who keep his com- 
mandments ; 
His praise endureth for ever. 



PSALM CXIL 

The bleaaednass of (he righfeoua num. 

1 Peaisb ye the Lord ! 

Happy the man who feareth the Loed, 
"Who taketh delight in his commandments I 

2 His posterity shall be mighty on the earth ; 
The race of the righteous shall be blessed. 

3 "Wealth and riches shall be in his house ; 
His righteousness shall endure for ever. 
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4 To the righteous shall arise light out of darkness ; 

He is gracious and full of compassion and righteousness. 
B Happy the roim who hath pity and lendeth ! 
He shall sustain his cause in judgmeat ; 

6 Yea, he shall never be moved : 

The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. 

7 He is not afraid of evil tidings ; 

His heart is firm, trusting in the Loed. 

5 Ilia heart is firm ; he haSi no fear, 
Till he see his desire upon his enemies. 

9 He hath scattered blessings ; he hath given to the poor ; 

His righteousness shall endure for evei- ; 

His horn shall be exalted with honor. 
10 The wicted shall see, and be grieved. ; 

He shall gnash his t«eth, and melt away ; 

The desire of the wicked shall perish. 

PSALM CXIII. 

Praise lo God for his condosconding goodness. 

1 Peaise ye the Lord I 

Praise, ye servants of the Loed I 

Praise the name of the Lord ! 
a Blessed be the name of the LoitD 

From this time forth, even for ever I 
3 From the rising of the sun to its going down, 

May the Lord's name be praised! 
i The Lord is high above all nations; 

His glory is above tlie heavens. 

6 Who is like the Lord, our God, 
That dwelleth on high, 

6 That looketh down low 

Upon the heavens and the earth ? 

7 He raiseth the poor from the dust, 

And eialteth the needy from the dunghill, 

8 To set him among princes, 

Even among the princes of his people. 

9 He causeth the barren woman to dweU in a house, 
A joyful mother of children. 

Praise ye the Lord ! 
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PSALM CXIV. 

On the coming forth from Egypt] under the gnidane 

1 When Israel came forth from Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of straiigf 

2 Judah was his Banotuary, 
And Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld, and fled ; 
The Jordan turned back. 

i The mountains skipped like rams, 

And the hills like lambs. 
6 "What aileth thee, O thou sea ! that thou flecst 

Thou, Jordan, that tihou tui-nest back ? 

6 Ye mountwna, that ye skip like rams, 
And ye hUls like lambs? 

7 Tremble, O eaith ! at the presence of the Lord, 
At tie presence of the God of Jacob ; 

8 Who turned the rock into a standing lake, 
And the flint into a fountain of water 1 



PSALM CXV. 



1 Not unto us, Lokd ! not unto us, 
But unfo thy name, give glory, 

For thy mercy and tSy b'uth's sake ! 

2 Why should tlie nations say, 
" Where is now their God ? " 

3 Our God is in the heavens ; 
He doett whatever he pleaseth. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold. 
The work of men's hands : 

They have mouths, but they speak not ; 

Eyes have they, but they see not ; 
6 They have ears, but they hear not j 

Noses Lave tliey, but they smell not ; 
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7 They have hands, but thoy handle not ; 
They have feet, but they walk not ; 
Nor do they speak with their throats. 

8 They wlio make them are like unto them ; 
And so ia every one tliat tnisteth in them. 

fl Israel ! tntst thou in the Lobd I 
He is their help and their shield. 

10 hoase of Aaron ! ti-ust ye in the Loed ! 
He is their help and their shield, 

11 Ye that fear the LontD trust in the Lokd ! 
He is their help and their shield, 

12 The Lord hath been mindfiil of as ; he will Hess «s ; 
He will bless the house of Israel j 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He will bless them that fear tiie Lokd, both small a 

14 The Lord will increase you more and more, 
You and your children. 

10 Blessed are ye of the Lokd, 

Who made heaven and earth. 
16 The heaven is the Lord's heaven ; 

But the earth he hath given to the sons of men. 
IT Tlie dead praise not tiie Lord, — 

No one who goeth down into silence. 
18 But we will bless the Lokd, 

From this time forth even for ever ! 

Praise ye the Loed ! 



PSALM CXVL 

Thaaks^ving for ddivcrnncB from distress. 

1 I KEJOiCE that the Lord haih heai'd the voice 

supplication, 

2 That he hath inclined his ear to me and heard me ; 
I will call upon him as long as I live, 

3 The snares of deatli encompassed mo. 

And the pains of the underworld seized upon me ; 
I found distress and sorrow. 

4 Then called I upon the Lokd ; 
Lokd ! deliver me I 



smn., Google 



M. «XTL] THE PSALMS. 

6 Gracious ia tlie Lord, and righteous ; 
Tea, oar God is mercifuL 

6 The Lord preaerveth the simple ; 

1 was brought low, and he helped me. 

7 RetuTQ, O my soul 1 to thy rest ! 

For the Loed hath dealt IdncUy with thee. 
R For thou hast preserved mo from death ; 

Thou hast kept mine eyes from tears, 

And my feet from falling ! 
9 I shall walk before the Loed, 

In the land of the living. 

10 I had trust, although I said, 
" I am grievously afflicted ! " 

11 I said in my distress, 
"All men are liars." 

12 What shall 1 render to the Lord 
For all his benefits to me ? 

la I wili take the cup of salvation. 

And call upon the nam.e of the Lord ; 

14 I will pay my vows to the Lord, 
In the presence of all his people, 

15 Precious in the eyes of the Lord 
Is the death of his holy ones. 

16 Iloar, O Lord ! for I am thy servant ; 

I am thy servant, the son of thy handmaid I 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call upon the name of the Loud. 

18 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
In the presence of all his people, 

19 In the coutfa of the house of the Lord, 
In the midst of thee, Jerusalem! 
Praise ye the Lord 1 
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PSALM CXVIL 

A psalm of praise. 



1 Pkaise the LoKD, all ye nations ! 
Praise him, all ye people ! 

2 For great toward us hath been his kindness, 
And the faitlAIness of the Lokd eudureth for e 
Praise ye the Lord ! 



PSALM cxvni. 



1 O GIVE thanks to the Loed, for he is good ; 
For hia kindness endureth for ever ! 

2 Let Israel now say, 

Hia kindness endureth for ever I 
8 Let the house of Aaron now say, 

His goodness endureth for ever 1 
i Let all who fear the Lohd say. 

His kindness endureth for ever t 
B I called npon the Lord in distress ; 

He heard, and set me in a wide place. 

6 The Lokd is on my side, I wiU not fear ; 
Wlat can man do to me ? 

7 The Lord is my helper ; 

I shall see my desire upon my enemies. 

8 It is better to trust in the LoKD 
Than to put confidence in man ; 

9 It is better to trust in the Lord 
Than to put confidence in princes. 

10 All the nations beset me around. 

But in the name of the Lord I destroyed them. 

11 They beset me on every side ; 

But in the name of the Lord I destroyed them. 

12 They beset me around like bees ; 

They were quenched like the fire of thorns, 
For in &e name of the Lord I destroyed Uiem. 
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13 Thou didst assail me with violence to bring me down 1 
But the LOKD was ray support, 

14 The LoBD is my glory and my song ; 
For to him I owe my salvatiou, 

15 The voice of joy and salvation is in the habitations of the 

righteous : 
" The right hand of the Lord doeth valianlly ; 

16 The right hand of tlie Lord is exalted ; 
The right hand of the Loed doeth valiantly." 

17 I shall not die, but live, 

And declare the deeds of the Lord. 

18 The Lord hath sorely chastened me. 
But he liath not ^ven me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness. 
That I may go in, and praise the Lord ! 

SO This is the gate of the Lord, 
Through which the righteo«s enter. 

21 I praise thee that thou ha£t heard me, 
And hast been my salvation. 

22 " The stone which the builders rejected 
Hath become the chief corner-atone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing ; 
It is marvellous in our eyes ! 

2i This is tlie day which the Loed hath made ; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it ! 

25 Hear, O Lord ! and bless us ! 

Hear, Lord ! and send ua prosperity ! " 

26 " Blessed be he that cometh in the name of tho Lord ! 
We bless you from the house of tlie Lord." 

27 " Jehovah is Gtod, he hath shone upon us : 

Bind the sacrifice with cords to the home of the altar 1 " 
38 Thou art my God, and I will praise thee ; 

Thou art my God, and I wiU exalt thee ! 
29 O give thanis to the Lord, for he is good ; 

For his kindness enduieth for ever ! 
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PSALM CXIX. 

The excellence of the divina laws, and the huppiDBSs of those who observe 
them. The aim of the poet aeema to hare been to present these tvfo ideas 
in evety possible variety of espreasion. 

1 Happt are they wlio are upright in their way, 

"Who walk in the law of the Lord ! 
a Happy are tliey who ohaerve his ordinaQces, 

And seek hitn with their wliole heart; 
3 Who also do no iniquity, 

But walk in his ways ! 
i Thou hast commandeil us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
6 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes ! 

6 Then shall I not be put to shame. 

When I have respect to all thy commandments. 

7 I will praise thee in nprightness of heart, 
When I sliall have learned thy righteous laws. 

8 1 will keep thy statutes ; 
Do not utterly forsake me ! 

S How shall a young man keep his way pure ? 
Ey taiing heed to it according to thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee ; 

let me not wander from thy commandments ! 

11 Thy word have I bid in my heart. 
That I might not sin against diee. 

12 Blessed be thou, O Lokd 1 

teach me thy statutes ! 

13 With ray lips do I declare 
All the precepts of thy mouth, 

14 In the way of thine ordinances I rejoice 
As much as in all riches. 

IB I meditate on thy precepts. 

And have respect unto thy ways. 
16 I delight myself in thy statutes ; 

1 do not forget thy word. 

IT Deal kindly with thy servant, that I may live. 
And have regard to thy word ! 
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18 Open ihou mine eyes, 

That I may behold wondi-ous things out of thy law ! 

19 I am a etrangei' in the earth ; 

O hide not thy precepts from me ! 

20 My soul breaketh within me, 

On account of longing for thy judgments at all times. 

21 Thou rebukest the proud, the accursed, 
Who wander fi-om thy commandments. 

32 Remove from me reproach and contempt. 
For I have kept thine oi'dinances I 

23 Princes ait and' speak ag^nst me, 

But thy servant meditateth on thy statutes. 

21 Thine ordinances are my delight ; 
Yea, they are my counsellors. 

25 My soul cleaveth to the dust ; 

revive me, accorfing to thy word ! 

26 I have declared my ways, and thou hast heard me ; 
Teach me thy statutes 1 

27 Make me to understand the way of thy precepts ! 
So will I meditate upon thy wonders. 

28 My soul weepeth for trouble ; 

O lift me up accordmg to thy promise I 
20 Eemove from me the way of falsehood, 

And gi'aciously grant me thy law ! 
30 I have chosen the way of truth, 
. And set thy statutes before me. 
81 I cleave to thine ordinances ; 

O LoKD ! let me not be put to shame ! 
S3 I wUl run in the way of thy commandments, 

When thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

33 Teach me, O Lord ! the way of thy statutes. 
That I may keep it to the end ! 

84 Give me understanding, that I may keep thy law ; 
That I may observe it with my whole heart ! 

35 Cause me to tread in the path of thy commandmenfa. 
For in it I have my delight. 

36 Incline my heart to thine ordinances, 
And not to the love of gain ! 
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37 Turn away mine eyes from belioldiiig vanity, 

And quicken me in thy law ! 
as Fulfil to thy servant tiij promise, 

Which thou hast made to him who feavetJi thee ! 
89 Turn away the reproach which I fear ; 

For thy judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I have longed for thy pre 

quicken thou me in thy r' 

41 Let thy mercies come to me, O Lokd ! 
And thy help according to thy promise ! 

42 So shall I be able to answer him that reproachoth me ; 
For I truat in thy promise, 

43 O take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth ! 
For I trust in thy judgments. 

44 So shall I keep thy law continually. 
For ever and ever. 

46 I sliaU walk in a wide path ; 
For I seek thy precepts. 

48 I will apeak of thine ordinances before kings, 
And will not be ashamed. 

47 I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I love ; 
43 I will lift up my hands to thy precepts, which I love; 

1 will meditate on thy statutes. 

49 Remember thy promise to thy servant, 
Because thou hast caused mo to hope I 

60 This is my comfort in my affliction ; 
For thy promise reviveth me. 

61 The proud have had me greatly in derision ; 
Yet have I not swerved from itiy law. 

53 I remember thy judgments of old, Lobd 1 
And I comfort myselE 

B3 Indignation bunieth within me, 

On account of the wicked who forsake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes liave been my song 
In the house of my pilgrimage. 

ea In the night, Lobd ! I tliink of thy name. 

And keep thy law ! 
66 This have I as my own, 

That I keep thy precepts. 
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57 Thou art my portion, O Lord I 

I have resolved that I will keep Hiy precepts. 

68 I have sought thy favor with my whole heart ; 
Be gracious unto me according to thy pi-omise ! 

69 I think on my ways, 

And turn niy feet to thy statutes ; 

60 I make haste, and delay not, 
To keep thy commandments. 

61 The snares of tiie wicked surround me ; 
Yet do I not forget thy law. 

63 At midnight 1 i-ise to give thanks to thee 
On account of thy righteous judgments. 

63 I am the companion of all who fear tiee. 
And who obey thy precepts. 

64 The earth, O Lord ! is fidl of thy goodness ; 
O teach me thy atatutea ! 

65 Thou dost bless thy servant, Lord ! 
According to thy promise 1 

66 Tea«h me sound judgment and knowledge ! 
For I have faith in ttiy commandments. 

67 Before I was afflicted, I went astray; 
But now I keep thy word. 

68 Thou art good and doest good; 
O teach me thy statutes 1 

09 The proud forge lies against me, 

But I keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 

70 Their heart is senseless like fat ; 
But I delight in thy law- 

71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
That I might learn thy statutes. 

73 The law of thy mouth is better to me 
Than thousands of gold and silver. 

73 Thy hands have made and feshioned me ; 
Give me understanding, that I may learn thy 

ments 1 

74 They who fear thee shall aee me and rejoice, 
Because I trust in thy word. 

75 I know, O Lord ! that thy judgments are right, 
And that in faithfulness tliou liiist afflicted me. 

9* 
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76 O let thy loving-kindness be my comfort, 
Accoriling to thy promise to thy servant I 

77 Let tliy tender mercies come to me, tliat I may live ! 
For thy law is my delight. 

78 May the proud be put to shame, who wrong me without 

But I will meditate on thy precepts. 

79 Let those who fear thee turn nato me, 
And they that know thine ordinances ! 

80 May my heart be perfect in thy statutes. 
That I may not be put to shame I 

81 My soul fainteth for thy aalvation ; 
Iq thy promise do I trust. 

83 Mine eyes, fail with looking for thy promise j 
When, say I, wilt thou comfort me ? 

83 Tea, I am become lilie a bottle in tlie smoke ; 
Yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many ai-e 3ie days of thy servant ? 

When wilt thou execute judgment upon my persecutors ? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me ; 
They who do not regard thy law. 

86 All thy commandments are faithful ; 

They persecute me without cause ; help tliou me 1 

87 They Iiad almost consumed me from the earth; 
But I forsook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me according to thy loving-ldndnesa, 
That I may keep the law of thy mouth ! 

89 Thy word, O Lobd ! abideth for ever, 
Being established like the heavens ; 

90 Thy fiuthfiilness endureth to all generations. 
Tliou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue to this day according to Iheir ordinances ; 
For they are all subject to thee. 

92- Had not thy law been my delight, 

I should have perished in my afilicfion. 
93 I will never forget thy precepts ; 

For hy them thou revivest me. 
04 I am thine, help me I 

For I seek t!iy precepts. 
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95 The wicked lie in wiut to destroy me ; 

But I win have regard to thine ordinancea. 
9C I have seen an end of all perfection ; 

But thy law is exceeding broad. 

97 how I love thy law 1 

It is my daily meditation, 
08 Thou haiSt made me wiser than my enemies by thy pre- 

For they are ever before me. [cepts ; 

99 I have more understanding than al! my teachers ; 

For thine ordinances are my meditation. 

100 I have more wisdom than the ancients, 
Because I keep thy precepts. 

101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, 
That I might keep thy word. 

103 I depart not from thy statutes, 
For thou teachest me 1 

103 How sweet are thy words to my taste ; 
Tea, sweeter than honey to my mouth ! 

104 From thy precepts I learn wisdom; 
Therefore do I hate every false way. 

105 Tliy word is a lamp to my feet, 
And a light to my path. 

lOG I have sworn, and I will perform it, 
That I will keep thy righteous statutes. 

107 I am exceedingly afflicted ; 

Revive me, O Loed I accoKling to thy word ! 

108 Accept, O Lord ! the fi-ee-will offering of my moutli, 
And teach me thy statutes ! 

109 My life is continually m my hand ; 
Yet do I not forget thy law. 

110 The wicked lay snarciS for me. 

Yet do I not go astray from thy precepts. 

111 I have made thine ordinances my possession for ever ; 
For they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have inclined my heart to pcrfomi thy statutes, 
Always, — even to the end. 

113 I hate impious men, 
And thy law I do love. 
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114 Thou art my hiding-place ami my shield ; 
In thy word I put my trust ! 

115 Depart fi'om me, ye evil-doei-s ! 

For I will keep the commandments of my God. 
110 Uphold me according to thy promise, that I may live ; 
And let me not be aahamed of my hope ! 

117 Do thou hold me np, and I shal! be safe, 

And I will have respect to thy statutes confinnally t 

118 Thou easiest off all who depart from thy laws ; 
For their deceit is vain. 

110 Thou throwest away all the wicked of the earth, lite 
Therefore I love thine ordinances. [dross ; 

120 My flesh tremblefh through fear of thee, 
And I am afraid of thy judgments. 

lai I have done justice and equity ; 

leave me not to mine oppressors 

122 Be surety for thy servant for good ; 
Let not the proud oppress me ! 

123 Mine eyes i^ with looking for thy help, 
And for thy righteous promise. 

124 Deal with thy servant according to thy mercy, 
And t«ach me thy statutes 1 

125 1 am thy servant ; give me understanding, 
That I may know tliine ordinances I 

136 It is time for thee, Lord ! to act ; 
For men have made void thy law. 

137 Therefore I love thy commandments above gold ; 
Yea, above fine gold. 

138 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things 

to be right ; 

1 hate every false way. 

129 "Wonderful are tliine ordicaiiccs ; 
Therefore do I observe them. 

130 The communication of thy precepts ^vefh light ; 
It givetli understanding to ^e simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant ; 

For I long for thy commandments. 

132 Look thou upon me, and be gracious to me. 
As is jdst to those wlio love tliy name I 
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133 Establieh. my footsteps in thy word, 

And let no iniquity have domioion over me ! 

134 E«deem me from the oppression of men, 
So will I keep thy precepts ! 

135 Let thy fiice shine on tliy servant, 
And tea«h me thy statutes I 

130 Eivei's of water run down mine eyes, 
Becaiise men keep not thy law. 

137 Eighteoua art thou, Lokd I 
And just are thy judgments ! 

138 Just are flie ordinances which thou hast ordained, 
And altogether righteous. 

139 My zeal consumeth me, 

Because my enemies forget thy word. 

140 Thy word is very pure. 
Therefore thy servant loveth it. 

141 Of mean condition am I, and despised ; 
Yet do I not forget thy precepts. 

143 Thy righteousness is everlasting righteousness. 
And thy law is truth. 

143 Ti-ouble and anguish have taken hold of me, 
But thy laws are my delight. 

144 The justice of thine ordinances is everlasting ; 
Give me understanding, and I shall live ! 

145 I cry to tliee with my whole heart ; 

Hear me, O Lord ! that I may keep thy statutes. 

146 I cry unto thee ; save me, 

And I will observe thine ordinances. 

147 I come before the dawn with my prayer; 
1 trust in thy promise ! 

148 My eyes anticipate the night-watches. 
That I may meditate upon thy promise. 

149 Hear my voice according to thy loving-kindness ; 
O LOED ! revive me according to thy mercy 1 

150 Near are they whose aim is mischief ; 
They are far from thy law ; 

151 Yet tliou art near, O Loed ! 

And all tliy commandments are truth ! 
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IBS Long have I known concerning thine ordinances, 

That thou hast founded them for ever. 
153 Look upon my affliction, and deliver me ! 

For I do not forget thy law, 
164 Maintain my cause, and redeem me ; 

Revive me according to thy promise ! 

155 Salvation ia far from the wicked. 
Because they seek not thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy compassion, Loed ! 
Revive thou me according to thine equity I 

1ST Many are my persecutors and my enemies, 
Tet do I not depart from thine ordinanceB. 

168 I behold, the tranagi'easorfl, and am grieved 
Because they regard, not thy word. 

159 Behold, how I love thy precepts ! 

O Lord I revive me according to thy loving-kindness! 

160 The whole of thy word is truth. 

And all thy lighteQus judgments endure for ever. 

161 Princes liave persecuted me without cause ; 
But my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 

1G2 I rejoice in thy word. 

As one that hath found great spoil. 

163 I hate and abhor lying. 
And thy law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise thee 

On aecouit of thy righteous judgments. 
160 Great peace have they who love thy law, 

And no evil shall befell them. 
106 O LoKD ! I wait for tliy salvation. 

And keep thy commandments ! 

167 My soul ohserveth thine ordinances, 
And loveth them exceedingly. 

168 I keep thy precepts and thine ordinances ; 
For all my ways are before thee. 

169 Let ray prayer come near before thee, Lord ! 
According to thy promise, give me understanding I 

170 Let my supplication come before thee ; 
deliver me according to tliy promise I 
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171 My lips shall poor forth praise ; 
For thou teacheat me thy statutes. 

172 My tongue shall sing of thy woi-d ; 
For all thy commandments are riglit. 

173 Let thy haild be my help ; 

For I have chosen thy precepts ! 
I7i I long for thy salvation, O Loed ! 

And thy law ia my delight ! 
176 Let me live, and I will praise thee ; 

Let thy judgments help me ! 
176 I wander like a lost sheep ; seek thy servant 

For I do not forget tJiy comiaaadmeiits ! 



PSALM CXX. 

Complaints concerning enemies, espGcially deceivers and calumuiat 
A psatm of steps. 

1 In my distress 1 called upon the Lord, 
And he answered me. 

2 Lord ! deliver me from lying lips, 
From the deceitftil tongue! 

3 What profit to thee, 

Or what advantage to thee, is the false tongue ? 

4 It is like the sharp arrows of the mighty man ; 
Like coals of the juniper. 

5 Alas for me, that I sojourn in Mesech, 
That I dwell in the tents of Kedar ! 

6 Too long have I dwelt 
Witn them that hate peace ! 

7 I am for peace ; yet, when I speak for it, 
They are for war. 

PSALM CXXI. 

Confidence of safety under lie proteclion of God. 
A psalm of the steps, or the goings iq>, 

I 1 LIFT np mine eyes to the hills : 
Whence cometh my help ? 
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3 My help cometh from the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not suffer thy foot to stumhle; 
Thy guardian dotli not slumber. 

4 Behold, the guardian of Israel 
Doth neither slumber nor sleep. 

H The LoKD is thy guardian ; 
The LoKD is thy shade at thy right hand. 

6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord wUl preserve thee from all evil ; 
He will preserve thy life. 

8 The Lord will preserve thee, when thou goest out and 

when thou comeat in, 
From this time forth for ever. 



PSAIM CXSIL 

Hymn 'of tliB iBraelites on Iharjomney to the festivals 

A psalm of the steps, or !fc goings up. By David. 

1 I WAS glad when they said to me, 
Let tts go up to the house of the Loed ! 

2 Our feet are standing 

Within thy gates, Jerusalem ! 

3 Jerusalem, the rebuilt city I 
The city that is joined together ! 

4 Thither the tribes go up, 

The tribes of the Lord, according to tlie hiw of Israel 
To praise the name of the Loed, 
There stand the thrones of judgment. 
The thrones of tlie house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ! 
May iJiey prosper who love thee ! 

7 Peace be within thy walls, 

And prosperity wiUiin thy palaces ! 

8 For my brethren and companions' salia wiU I say, 
Peace be within thee ! 

For the sake of the house of the Lokd, our God 
Will I seek thy good ! 
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Praj-cr fur Hie ddivflranoo of the Jewish nation frojn opprcsBion. 
A song of the steps, or Vie ffoings up. 

1 To thee do I lift up mine eyes, 

O Thou who dwellest in the heavens ! 

2 EehoM, aa the eyes of servants look to the hajid of their 

masf«rs, 
And as the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her mistress, 
So do our eyes look to the Lokd, our God, 
Until he have pity upon us. 

3 Have mercy \ipon us, Loki> ! have mercy upon us, 
For we are overwhelmed with contempt ! 

4 Our Boul is filled to the full with the Bcom of those who are 

And with the contempt of tho proud. 
PSALM CXSIV. 

Thanksgiving for deliverance from naUonal calami^. 
A psalm of the steps, or ihe goings tip, Bg David. 

1 If the LosD had not been for us. 
Now may Israel say, 

2 If the LoED had not been for us, 
When men rose up against us, 

3 Then had they swallowed us np alive, 
When their wrath biimed against us ; 

i Then the waters had overwhelmed us ; 
The stream had gone over our soul ; 

5 The proud waters had gone over our soul. 

6 Blessed be Ihe Lokd, 

Who hath not given us a prey to their teeth ! 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler ; 
The snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
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PSALM OSXV. 

Trust in. Jehovah, as the perpetuid protector of larael. 

A psalm of the steps, or the goings 151. 

1 Thet who trust in the Lord sliall be as Mount Zion, 
Wliicli cannot be moved, which standeth for eyer. 

2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 
So tlie Lord is round about his people, 
Henceforth even for ever ! 

8 For the sceptre of the wicked shall not remain upon the 
portion of the righteous, 

Lest the righteons put forth their hands to iniquity. 
4 Do good, Lord ! to the good, 

To them that are upright in heart ! 
6 Uut such as turn aside to their crooked ways, — 

May the Lokd destroy them with the evil-doers ! 

Peace be to Israel ! 



PSALM CXXVL 

Prayer of those who Lad rofumed from captivity for the reEtorafioii of iba 
esiles remwning at Babylon. 

A psalm of the steps, or the goings up, 

1 When the Lohd brought back the captivity of Zion, 
We were like them that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
And oar tongue with singing. 

Then said they among the nations, 

" The Lord hath done great things for them ! " 

3 Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us, 
For which we are glad. 

i Bring back, Lokd ! our captivity, 

Like streams in the South ! 
B They who sow in fears 

Shall reap in joy, 
6 Tea, he goeth forth weeping, bearing his seed ; 

He shall surely come hack rejoicing, bearing his sheaves. 
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Wilhout the WeaHiig of God, nothing piospera. 
A psidia of ^ sleps, or the goings up. Bg Solomon. 

1 Except the Lord IjuiM the honae, 
The huilders labor in vain ; 

Except the Lord guard the city, 
The watchman, waketh in vain. 

2 In vajn ye rise up early, and go to rest late. 
And eat the bread of care ! 

The same giveth he his beloved one in sleep. 
8 Behold ! sous are an inheritance from the Lord,. 

And the fruit of the womb is his gift. 
i As arrows in the hand of the warrior, 

So are the sons of young men ; 
E Happy tho man that hath his quiver full of them I 

They shall not be put to shame, 

Whea they speai with adversaries in the gate. 



PSALM cxxvin. 

Bleesirigfl promiaed to tli6 religious man. 
A psalm of the steps, or the goings tip, 

1 HiPPT is he who feareth tlie Lord, 
"WTjo walketh in his ways ! 

2 Thou shalt eat the labor of thy hands ; 

Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee ! 

3 Thy wife shall be like a fruitful vine within thy house ; 
Thy children like olive-branehea round about diy table. 

4 Behold ! thus happy is the man who feareth the Lord ! 
e Jehovah shall bless thee out of Zion, 

And thou shalt see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the 
days of thy life ; 
6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children. 
Peace be to Israel I 
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PSALM CXXIX. 



A pscdm of (fte siqps, or Ike goings up. 

1 Much have diey afflicted me from my youth, 
May Israel now say; ' 

2 Much have they afflicted me from my youth, 
. Yet have they not prevailed against me. 

3 The ploughers ploughed up my back ; 
They made long theii- fiirrows ; 

i But the LoHD was righteous ; 

He cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 
6 Let all be driven back with shame 

Who hate Zion ! 

6 Let them be aa grass upon the house-tops, 
Which wittereth before one puUeth it up ; 

7 "Wilh which the reaper filloth not his hand, 
Nor he that bindeth sheaves hia bosom I 

8 And they who pass hy do not say, 

" The hlessing of the Lokb be upon you I 
We bless you ia the name of the Lokd ! " 



PSALM CXXX. 
Prnjec for foreircness and iielp for Tsniel. 
A psalm of the sffps, or the goings up. 

1 Out of the depths do I cry to thee, Lokd I 

2 O Lord I listen to my voice. 

Let thine ears be attentive to my supplication ! 

3 K thou, Lord, shouldat treasure up transgressions. 
Lord, who could stand ? 

4 But with thee is for^veness, 
That thou mayst be feared. 

I trust in the Lord ; my soul doth trust. 
And in his promise do I coaflde. 
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6 My soul ■waifath. for the Lokd 

More than they who watch for the morning ; 
Tea, more th^i they who watch for the morning I 

7 Israel ! trust iu the Lord I 
For with the Lobd is mercy, 

And with him is plenteous redemption. 

8 He will redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 



PSALM CXSXI. 
Profession of liutniUty, contenlineuC, aud submission. 
A jwolm of the steps, or ike goings up. Of David, 

1 Lord ! my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty ; 
I employ not myself on great things, or thijigs too won- 
derful for me I 

2 Yea, I have stilled and quieted my soul 
As a weaned child upon his mother ; 

My soul within me is like a weaned child. 

3 Israel ! trust in tJie Lokd, 
Henceforth, even for ever ! 



PSALM cxxxn. 

Prayer at the dedicfition of the templB. With ver. S-10, compare 2 Chroiu 
vi. 41, 42. 

A psalm, of HiB sifpa, or the gmngs up. 

1 Lord I rememher David, 
And all his affliction ! 

2 How he sware to Jehovah, 

And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob : 

3 " I will not go into my house. 
Nor lie down on my bed, 

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes, 
Kor s'.umber to my eyelids. 
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B Until I find a place for JeLovah, 
A habitation for the Mighty One of Jacob." 

6 Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah; 
We found it in the fields of tha forest. 

T Let us go into his habitation ; 
Let ua worship at his footstool ! 

8 Arise, O LoED 1 into thy rest, 
Thou, and the ark of thy strength I 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 
And thy holy ones shout for joy ! 

10 For the sake of thy servant David, 
Eeject not the prayer of thine anointed ! 

11 Jehovah hath sworn in truth unto David, 
And he will not depart from, it : 

" Of the fruit of thy body will I place upon the throns 
for thee. 

12 If thy children keep my covenant, 
And my statutes, which I teach them, 
Their diildren fdso throughout all ages 
Shijl sit upon thy throne." 

13 For Jehovah hath chosen Zion ; 

He hath desired it as his dwelling-place. 

14 " This is my resting-plajje for ever ; 
Here will I dwell, for I have chosen it. 

16 I will abundantly bless her provision ; 
1 win satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation, 
And her holy ones shall shout aloud for joy. 

17 There will I cause to spring forth a horn for David ; 
I have prepared a light for mine anointed. 

13 His enemies will I clothe with shame. 
And the crown shall ghtter upon his head." 
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PSALM CXXXIII. 



A psalm of the sUpa, or the goings up. By David. 

1 Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
For brethren, to dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like precious perfume upon the head, 
Which ran down upon the beard. 

The beard of Aaron ; 

Which went down to the very border of hia garments ; 

3 Like the dew of Hermon, 

Like that which descendeth upon the mountains of Zion. 
For there the Lord commandeth a blessing, 
Even life for evermore. 



PSALM CXXSIV. 

ExliortatJon lo Iha servants of the templa to cdubrata tiio praises of God. 

A psalm of the steps, or th^ goings up. 

1 O PEAiSE the LoKD, all ye servants of the Lokd, 
Who stand in the house of the Lokd by night ! 

2 Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 
And praise the Lokd ! 

8 May the Lord, who made heaven and earth, 
Bless thee oiit of Zion ! 

PSALM CXXXT. 
A national psalm of praise to Jotovah. 

] Praise ye the Lokd ! 

Praise ye the name of the Lord ! 
Praise him, ye servants of the Lord ! 

3 Ye who stand in the house of the Lord, 
la the courts of the house of our God I 

3 Praise ye the Lord, for the Lord is good ; 
Praise Ms name, for he is kind I 
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4 For the Lord chose Jaco!) for himself, 

And Israel fur his own possession. 
B I know that the Lord is great ; 

That our Ijord is above alt gods. 

6 Alt that the Lord pleaaetii, that he doetb, 
In heaven and upon earth, 

In the sea, and in all deeps. 

7 He cansetli Uie clouds to ascend from the ends of the earth ; 
He maketh lightnings for the rain ; 

He Jjringetii tlie wind from his store-houses, 

8 He smote the first-bom of Egypt, 
BoUi of man and beast. 

9 He sent signs and wonders into the midst of thee, Egypt! 
Against Pliaraoii and ali his servants I 

10 He smote many nations, 
And slew mighty kings ; 

11 Sihcm, the king of the Amorites, 
And Og, the king of Bashan, 
And all the kings of Canaan ; 

12 And gave tiieir land for an inheritance, 
For an inheritance to Israel, his people. 

13 Tky name, Lord ! eadureth for ever ; 
Thy memorial, Lord ! to all generations ! 

li For the Lord judgeth his people. 

And hath compassjon on his servants. 
16 The idols of tlie nations are silver and gold, 

The work of men's hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak not ; 
Eyes have they, but tbey see not. 

17 They have ears, but they hear not; 
And there b no breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like them ; 
So is every one that trusteth in them. 

19 Praise the Lord, house of Israeli 
Praise the Lord, house of Aaron ! 

20 Praise the Lokd, house of Levi ! 
Te that fear the Lord, bless the Lord ! 

21 Praised be the Lord out of Zion, — 
He that dwelleth in Jerusalem ! 
Praise ye the Lord I 
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A psalm of thaukagiviiig for God's blcEsings to the people of Israel. 

1 GIVE thaiika to the Lord ) for lie is kind ; 
For his goodneBs endureth. for ever ! 

2 O ^ve thanks to the God of gods ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

3 ^ve thanks to the Lord of lords j 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

4 ' To him that alone doeth great wonders ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever ! 
6 To him that made the heavens with wisdom ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

6 To him that spread out the earili upon the wafers ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

7 To him that made the great lights ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

8 The sun to rule the day ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

8 The moon and stars to rule the night ; 

For hie goodness endureth for ever ! 

10 To him that smote in Egypt their first-bom ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever I 

11 And brought Israel from the midst of tliem ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

12 "With a strong hand and an outstretched arm ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

13 To him who divided the Red sea into parts ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

14 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

15 And overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Eed sea j 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

16 To him who led his people through the wilderness , 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

17 To him who smote great kings ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

18 And slew mighty kings ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever I 
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19 Sihon, the king of the Amoritea ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever 1 

20 Aad Og, the king of Baslian ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever I 
31 And gave tlieir land for aw inheritance ; 

For Us goodness endureth for ever ! 
23 For an iaheritance to Israel his servant ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever I 

23 Who remembered us in our low eatat* ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

24 And redeemed us from our enemies ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

25 Who ^veth food unfo all ; 

For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

BG ^ve thanks to the God of heaven ; 

For his goodness endui'eth for ever ! 



PSALM cxsxvn. 

The sadnoBB of ihe captivily at Babylon. 

1 Et the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we 

wept, 
Wlien we remembered Zion. 

2 We hung our harps on the willows in tlie midst thereof. 

3 For there they who carried us away captive reqnired of 

They who wasted us required of us mirtli ; 
" Sing us one of tlie songs of Zion ! " 
i How shall we sing the Lord's song 
In a strange land ? 

5 If I forget thee, Jerusalem, 

Let my right hand forget her cunning ! 

6 If I do not remember thee, 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; 
If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy ! 

7 Eemember, Lord I agamst the children of Edom 
The day of the calamity of Jerusalem I 

Who said, " liaze it, 

Eaze it to its foundations ! " 
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8 O daughter of Babylon, thou destroyer I 
Happy be he who reqiiitoth thco 

As thou hast dealt with ub ! 

9 Happy be he who seizeth thy httle ones 
And dasheth them agaiost the etones 1 



PSALM cxxxvin. 

Tlianltsgiving for dtlivurance ftom trouble. 
A psalm of David. 

1 I WILL praise thee with my whole heart ; 

Before the gods will I sing praise to thee ; 
a I will worship toward thy holy temple. 

And praise thy name for thy goodness and thy truth ; 

For thy promise thou hast magnified above all thy name I 
3 In the day when I ctdled, thon didst hear me ; 

Thou didst strengthen me, and encourage my soul. 
i All the kings of the eaith shall praise thee, Lord ! 

"When they hear the promises of thy mouth ! 
8 Yea, they shall sing of the ways of the Lord ; 

For great is the glory of tlie Lord. 

6 The Lord is high, yet ho looketh upon tlie humhle, 
And the proud doth he know from afaj'. 

7 Though I walk through the midst of trouble, thou wilt 

revive me ; 
Thou wilt stretch fortli thy hand against the wrath of my 



Thou wdt save me by thy right hand ! 
B The Lord will perform all things for me ; 
Thy goodness, Lord ! endureth for ever : 
Forsake not the works of thine hands I 
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Tha nnireisal presence and knowledge of God. 

For {he leader of ike music. A psalia of David. 

1 O LoKD ! thou hast searched me and known me ! 

2 Thou knowest my sitting-down and my i-isiug-up ; 
Thou understandeat my thoughfa from afar ! 

3 Thou seest my path and my lying-down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways ! 

4 For before the word is upon my tongue, 
Behold, Lord ! thou knowest it altogether ! 

6 Thou besettest me behind and before. 
And layest thine hand upon me ! 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me j 
It is high, I cannot attain to it ! 

7 WhiUier shall I go from thy spirit, 

And whither shall I flee &om thy presence ? 

8 If I ascend into heaven, thou art there! 

If I make my bed in the underworld, behold, thou art there ! 

9 If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the remotest parts of the sea, 

10 Eyea there shall thy hand leail me, 
And thy right hand shall hold me ! 

11 K I say, " Surely the darkness shall cover me ; " 
Even the night shall be light about me. 

13 Tea, the darkness bideth not from thee, 
But the night shineth as the day ; 
The darkness and the light are both alike to thee ! 

13 For thou didst form my reins ; 

Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. 

14 I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

Marvellous are thy works, 
And this my soul knoweth full well ! 
16 My frame was not hidden from tliee, 
Wlien I was made in secret, 
When I was curiously wrought in the lower parts of tho 
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16 Thine eyes did see my substance, while yet unformed, 
And in thy book was every thing written ; 

My days were appointed before one of them existed. 

17 How precious to me are thy tiioughta, God ! 
How great is the sum of them ! 

18 If I should count them, lliey woiild outnumber the Baud ; 
"When I awake, I am still with thee ! 

19 that thou wouldst slay the wicked, O God ! 
Te men of blood, depart from me ! 

20 For they speak against thee wickedly ; 
Thine enemies utter thy name for felaehood. 

21 Do I not hat« them that hate thee, Lord ? 
Do I not abhor them that rise up against thee ? 

32 Yea, I hate them with perfect hatred ; 

X count them mine enemies. 
as Search me, O God I and know my heart ; 

■ Try me, and know my thoughts ; 
24 And see if the way of trouble be within me, 

And lead me in tho way everlasting 1 



rSALM CXL. 

Prayer for aid agaiast wiutcd enemies. 
Far tfie faader of the music, A psalm of Daeid. 

1 Deliver me, O Lord ! from the evil man, 
Save me from the man of violence, 

2 Who meditate mischief in their heart. 
And dailj stir up war ! 

3 They sharpen their tongues like a serpent ; 

The poison of the adder is under their lips. [Pause.] 

4 Defend me, Lokd ! from the hands of the wicked, 
Preserve me from the man of violence. 

Who have purposed to cause my fell ! [Pause.] 

6 The proud have hidden snai-es and cords for me ; 

They have spread a not by the way-side ; 

They have set traps for me. 
6 I say to Jehovah, Thou art my God ; 

Hear, Jehovah ! the voice of my supplicadon ! 
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7 Tlie Lord Jehovah is ray saving strength : 
ITiou sheltei-est my head iu the day of battle I 

8 Grant not, Lord ! the desires ojf the wicked ; 
Let not their devices prosper ; 

Let them not exalt themselves ! 
f> As for the heads of those who encompass me. 

Let the mischief of their own lips cover them 1 
10 Let burning coals fall upon them ; 

Blay they be cast into the fire, 

And into deep waters from which tlioy shall not arisi 
H The slanderer shall not bo established upon the eartl: 

Evi! shall pursue the violent man to destruction. 

12 1 know that the Lokd will maintain the cause o 

afflicted, 
And the right of the poor, 

13 Yea, the righteous shall praise thy iiam.e ; 
The upright shall dweU in thy p 



PSALM CXLI. 

A prayer for delivei'ance from enemies. 

For Ike leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

1 I CRY to thee, Lokd I make haste unto me I 

Give ear to my voice, when I cry unto thee I 
I Let my prayer come hefoi'e thee aa incense. 

And the lifting-up of my hands, as the evening sacrifice I 
J Set a watch, O Lokd ! before my mouth ; 

Guard the door of my lips 1 
1 Let not my. heart incline to any evil thing ; 

Let me not practise wictedness with the doers of iniquity, 

And let me not eat of their delicacies ! 
6 Let the righteous smite me, — it shall be a kindness; 

Let him reprove me, and it shall be oil for my head ; 

Let him do it again, and my head shaU not refuse it; 

But now I pray against their wickedness ! 
6 When fheir judges are hurled over the side of the rock, 

They shall hear how pleasant are my words. 
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7 So are our bones scattered at the mouth of the undei-world, 
As when one liirroweth and ploweth up thfi land. 

8 Bat to thee do my eyes look, Lord Jehovah. I 
In thee is my trust ; 

Let not my life be poured out ! 

9 Preserve me fi'om the snares which they have laid for me, 
And fi-om tlie nets of evil-doers ! 

10 Let the wicked fidl togetlier into their own traps, 
Whilst I make my escape ! 



PSALM CXLII. 



A psalm of David; aprayer^ when he was in the cave 

1 I CRY unfo the Lord with my voice ; 

With my voice to the Lord do I make my supplicatio 
a I pour out my complaint before him ; 

I declare before him my distress. 
8 When my spirit is overwhelmed within me, 

Thou fenowest my path! 

In the way which I walk, they have hid a snare for m( 
4 I look on my right hand, and behold, 

But no man knoweth me ; 

Eefuge faileth me ; 

No one careth for me. 
B I cry uDto thee, Loeb 1 

I say. Thou art my refuge. 

My portion in the land of the living. 

6 Attend to my cry, for I am. brought very low ; 
Deliver me from my persecutors, 

For they prevail against me ! 

7 Bring me out of prison, 
That I may praise thy name 1 

The righteous shall gather around me, 
When thou shalt show me thy favor. 
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A pcayet for daliveranoe from enemies. 

A psalm of David. 

1 Hear rayprayerjOLOKD! give ear lo my supplications! 
In tiiy faithfulness, and in thy righteouanoss, answer me! 

2 Enter not into judgment with thy servant ; 
For before thee no man living is righteous. 

3 For the enemy puraueth my life ; 
Ha hath smitten me to the ground ; 
He hath made me dwell in darkness, 
As those that have been dead of old. 

4 My spirit is overwhelmed within me ; 
My heart within me is desolate. 

6 I remember the days of old ; 
I meditate on all thy works ; 
I muse on the deeds of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee ; 

My soul thirsteth for thee, like a parched land. 

7 Hear me speedily, Lobd ! 
My spirit faileth ; 

Hide not thy fece from me. 

Lest I become like those who go down to the pit I 

8 Cause me to see thy loving-kindness speedily ; 
For in thee do I trust ! 

Make known to me the way which I should take j 
For to thee do I lift op my soul ! 

9 Deliver me, O Lokd ! from mine enemies ; 
For in thee do I seek refuge ! 

10 Teach me to do thy will ; 
For thou art my God 1 

Let thy good spirit lead me in a plain path ! 

11 Eevive me, O Lokd ! for thy name's sake I 

In thy righteousness, bring me out of my distress ! 

12 And, in thy compassion, cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all that distress me ! 

For I am diy servant. 
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PSALM CXLIY. 



A psaha of David. 

1 Blessed be the Lokd, my rock, 

"WTio teacheth my hands to war, 

And my lingers to fight I 
a He who is my loving-kindness and my fortress j 

My high tower and my deliverer, 

My shield, and he in whom I trust ; 

Who subduetk peoples lander me. 

3 LoHD, what is man, that thou art mindful of him, 

Or the son of man, that tfiou makest account of him ? 

4 Man is like a vapor ; 

Hia day is like a shadow that pasaoth away. 

6 Bow thy heavens, Lord ! and come down ; 
Touch the mountains, BO that they shall smoke I 

6 Cast forth lightnings, and scatter them ; 
Shoot forth thine ari-ows, and destroy them ! 

7 Send forth thine hand from above ; 
Kescue and save me from deep waters ; 
From the hands of aliens, 

8 "Whose mouth itttereth deceit, 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood I 

9 I will sing to thea a new song, O God ! 

Upon a ten-stringed psaltery w3l I suig praise to thee ; 

10 To thee, who givest salvation fo kings, 

Who deliverest Uavid, thy servant, from the destructive 
sword ! 

11 Eescue and deliver me from the hands of aliens, 
Whose mouth utteretli deceit, 

And whose right hand ia a right hand of falsehood ! 

12 That our sods may be as plants, 
Grown up in their youtli ; 

Our da:ightera as corner-pi Uars, 
Hewn like those of a palace I 
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13 TImt our garners may be full, 
Affording all Isinda of store ; 

That our sheep may bring forth thousands 
And ten thousands in our streets. 

14 That our cattle may be fruitful ; 

That there he no breaking in, or going out; 
And no outcry in our streets. 

15 Happy the people that ia in such a state ! 
Yea, happy the people whose God is Jehovah I 



PSALM CXLV. 



A song of praise. By David. 

1 I TFiLt extol thee, my God, the King 1 
I wUl praise tliy name for ever and ever I 

2 Every day will I bless thee, 

And praise thy name for ever and ever ! 

3 Great is the Loed, and greatly to bo praised; 
Yea, his greatness is unsearchable. 

i One generation shall praise thy works to another, 

And shall declare thy mighty deeds. 
6 1 will speak of the glorious honor of thy majesty, 

And of thy wonderful works. 

6 Men shall speak of the might of thy terrible deeds. 
And I will declare thy greatness ; 

7 They shall pour fortJi the praise of thy great goodness, 
And sing of thy righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion, 
Slow to anger, and rich in mercy. 

3 The Loed is good to all, 

And bis tender mercies are over all his works, 
to All thy works pi'aiae thee, O Lord ! 

And thy holy ones bless ttee ! 
II They speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 

And talk of thy power ; 
;2 To make known to the sons of men his mighty deeds, 

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 
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la Thy kiugdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And fhy dominion endureth taroughout aU geuemtiona. 

li The LoED uplioldeth all fliat iaU, 

And raiseth up all that are bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all wait upon thee, 

And iJion giveat them their food in due season ; 

16 Thou openest thine hand, 

And satisflest the desire of every Jiving thing. 
IT The LoED is righteous in all his "ways, 
And merciful in all his worlcs. 

18 The I.OKD is nigh to all that call upon him, 
To all that call upon him in truth. 

19 He fulfilleth the desire of them that fear him ; 
He heareth their cry, and saveth them. 

30 The LoKD preserveth all that love him ; 

But all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord ; 

And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever ! 



PSALM CXLVI. 
Admonition to tiustnotin man, Ijut in thejngtice andmeruy of God. 

1 Pkaise ye tlie Lord ! 
Praise the Loet>, O my soul ! 

2 I will praise the Lord, as long as I live; 

I wiU sing praises to my God, while I have my being. 
8 Put not your trust in princes, 

In the son of man, in whom is no help ! 

4 His breath goeth forth ; he returneth to the dust ; 
In that very day his plans perish. 

5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help ; 
Whose hope is in the Lord, his God ; 

6 Who made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that is therein ; 
Who keepeth truth for ever ; 

7 Who executeth judgment for the oppressed ; 
Who g^veth food to the hungry. 

The Loud setteth free the prisoners ; 
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8 The Lord openeth tie eyes of the blind ; 

The Lord raiseth up them that are bowed down ; 
The LoKD loveth the righteous. 

9 The Lord preaerveth the sti'angers; 

He relieveth the fatherless and the widow ; 
But the way of the wicked he maketh' crooked. 
10 The LOED ahaJI reign for ever ; 
Thy God, Zion I to all genei'ations ! 
Praise ye the Lord ! 

PSALM CXLVn. 

Tie power and goodness of God in natiirp, and iu his peculiar lavor U 

1 Praise ye the Lord ! 

For it is good to sing praise to our God ; 
For it ia pleasant, and praise is becoming. 

2 The LoKD buildeth up Jerusalem; 

He gathereth together the dispersed of IsraeL 
B Ho healeth the broken in heart, 

And biudeth up their woucds. 
i He oounteth tJie number of the stars ; 

He calleth them all by their names, 
e Great is our Lord, and mighty in power ; 

His understanding is infinite. 

6 The Lord lifteth up the lowly j 

He casteth the wicked down to the ground. 

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving ; 
Sing praises upon the harp to onr Grod ! 

8 Who covereth the heavens with clouds, 
Who prepareth rain for the earth, 

Who causeth grass to grow upon the moantaina. 

9 He g^veth to the cattle their food, 

■ And to tlie young ravens, when they cry. 

10 He delight«th not in the strength of the horse. 
He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

11 The Lord talreth pleasure in those who fear him. 
In those who trusl in hia mercy. 

13 Praise the LoitD, O Jerusalem ! 
Praise thy God, Zion I 
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13 For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates ; 
He hath hlessed thy children within thee. 

14 He makcth peace in Hiy horders, 

And satisfieth thee with the finest of ihe wheat. 
16 He Bendeth forth his command to the earth; 
His word runnetli very swiftly. 

16 He ^veth snow like wool, 

And scattereth the hoar-frost lite ashes. 

17 He ijasteth iorth his ice like morsels; 
Who can stand before his cold ? 

18 He sendelh forth his word, and meltcth them ; 
He canseth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

19 He publisheth his word to Jacob, 
His statutes and laws to Israel. 

SO He hath dealt in this manner with no other nation ; 
And, as for his ordinances, they have not known the 
Praise ye the Lord I 



PSALM CXLVm. 
Invocation of the heavens and the earth to praise Ibc Lord. 

1 Praise ye the Loed ! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens ! 
Praise him iu the heights I 

2 Praise him, all ye his angels ! 
Praise him, all ye his hosts ! 

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon I 
Praise him, all ye stars of light 1 

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens ! 
Ye waters, tiat are above the heavens ! 

B Let them praise the name of the Lord ; 

For he commanded, and they were created. 
« He hath also established them for ever ; 

He hath given them a law, and they transgress it not. 



7 Prmse the Lord from the earth, 
Te sea-monsters, and all deeps 1 

8 Fire and hail, snow and vapor ; 
Thou tempest, that fulfillest his word 1 
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a Te mounfaius, and all hUIa ! 
Fruit-trees, and all cedars ! 

10 Ye wild beasts, aud all cattle ! 

Ye creeping thinga, and winged birds I 

11 Ye kings, and all peoples. 
Princes, and all judges of the earth I 

12 Toung men and maidens, 
Old men and children 1 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lokd ! 
For his name alone ia exalted ; 

His glory is above the earth and the 
H He exalteth tKe bora of bis people, 
The glory of all his godly ones, 
Of the children of Israel, a people n 
Praise ye the Lord ! 



PSALM CXLIX. 
Pmise to Odd for national blesdcgs, especially for success against fo 

1 Peaise ye the Lord I 

Sing unto the Lord a new song; 

His praise in the assembly of the godly ! 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him ; 
Let the sons of Zion he jo jfiil in their king 1 

5 Let them praise his name in the dance ; 

Let them praise him with the timbrel and harp I 
4 For the Lord taketh pleasure in hia people ; 

He wiU beautify the distressed with salvation. 
B Let the godly rejoice in their glory ; 

Let them shout for joy upon their beds ! 

6 Let the praises of God be in their mouth, 
And a two-edged aword in their hand, 

r To execute vengeance upon the nationa. 
And punishment upon the peoples ! 

8 To bind their kings with chains. 
And their nobles with fetters of iron ; 

9 To execute upon them the sentflnce which is written 
This honor Lave all his godly ones. 

Praise ye tlie Lord ! 
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Exliortation to praise God. 

1 Pkaise ye the Lokd ! 

Pi-aise God in his sanctuary ! 

Praise him in his glorious firmament 1 
3 Praise him for his mighty deeds ! 

Praise him according to his excellent greatness ! 

3 Praise him with the sound of trumpets I 
Praise him with the psaltery and harp ! 

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance ! 
Pi'aise him with stringed instruments and pipes ! 

5 Praise him with the clear-sounding cymbals i 
Praise him with the high-sounding cymbals ! 

Let every tiling that hath breath praise tiie Lobd I 
Praise ye the Lokd ! 
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ISTEODUCTION TO TIIE PROVERBS. 



That part of Hebrew literature nLich has come down to us 
under the name of the Proverbs of Solomon contains something 
more than tho title indicates. It is not wholly composed of short, 
sententiou? maxims and enigmatical propositions, such as com- 
monly recoivo the name of proverbs, but in part of several di- 
dautic diicourses of considerable length, containing exhortations 
to prudence and virtue, warnings agaJnst vice and folly, and 
eulogies upon true wisdom. The first nine chapters belong to 
the latter spedes of composition. These diseoursea, as well as 
the proper proverbs, are expressed in the peculiar form and lan- 
guage of Hebrew poetiy, and without doubt belong to the most 
flourishing period of Hebrew literature. On the nature and his- 
tory of this kind of com.position, the following just remarks have 
been made by Holden, in his Preliminary Dissertation to the 
Proverbs : — 

" Short and pithy sentences have been employed from the most 
remote antiquity as the vehicle of ethical instrnetion, and par- 
ticularly adapted to the simplicity of the early ages. When 
writings were but few, and the reasonings of systematic philoso- 
phy almost unknown, just observations on life and manners, and 
useful moral precepts, delivered in concise language, and often 
in verse, would form a body of the moat valuable practical wis- 
dom, which, by its influence on the conduct, must have con- 
tributed Itigelj to the pei e andwdl be ng of society An acute 
remark a moral ada„o an admoution convcjed in % brief and 
c mjact seitenrf would arrest the atf e ition and 0| rate upon 
the hearts of a ride [lojIo with a foice ol whi 1 tlere is no 



moi.Google 



23o INTRODUCTION TO 

example in periods of greater ult t' Y t, in every age, 
tbey are well fitted to impress tli If tlie young and the 

uninformed; and, as they are th m t 1 ble guides in the 
affairs of life when we are call dp t to deliberate but to 

a t not to nfold a cii ratous agra tbttt ansa 1 1 u ne s 
all must fi d t lut,hlj alyanta t ret the e or 8 

tlie miMms of pro^e bial wisdom 

Thi a ethod of &tru. t on appears to be pecul a Ij bo ted to 
the gen us ind ! pos f on of the 4 at cs among wl om it hia 
preiaded irom tie earl st ages Ihe Gjmnoso[l sta of India 
dell ered their phdoisophy br ef en gmat cat sentences * a 
pract ce adopted and O'uned to a great e-rtent by the oi c ent 
Egypt ana f The mode of con ej g n tr ct on f j con pend o b 
maxims obtained among the Hebrews from the first dawn of their 
Lleratuie to s fii il ext nc on n the East thro gh the power of 
the Mohammedan wn s an 1 t was finul ar to he mhi ta ts 
of '' r a and Palest e as we le^^n f om the t st mon of St 
Jeron e % The eloquon q of A ab a was mo tlj exl b te 1 a 
detached and nnconne tel sentences yhi h like so many loose 
gems ^tt ncted atte o by the ful ess of the p r ods tho ole 
gante of the jirra colo„v and ILe a teness of p ot rb al say 
m^ § No do the \ it s | it present d ff r ha respect from 



paraholaa jung«re." — HIeron., Comment. Mate xviii. 2S. 

§ "Orationea auteiu eorum minime in partes suas Justa rh^loriusi npud 
Gnecoa et Latinos prsecepta difltributiB, nee mefhodice cmucinnata ; adeo nt 
Eenten^aTiiin in iis frequenljum genunEa vue dispersEe, minimeque inter so 
coliigntiB videantur.totuaqne eermo arena sine caloe recta dici poase videalar. 
In Bententiaruni tainBO rotunditate, phrasium elegantia, ao proverbiorum 
aoumine, invenies qnod animiim feriat" — Pococke, Spocimen Hiatorise Ara- 
bnm, p, 187, ed. White, Oxen. 1809. See Sale'a PreHm. DiacourBs to the 
Koran, § 1, p. 35, Lond- 1812. 

II Holtingari, Hist. Orient., lib. ii. cap. 5. Erpenli Prov. Arab. Cent, duie, 
Leida, 1814, Schnltena, Antholog. Seuten. Arab., Lug. Bat. 1772. "Ve- 
tera Arabnm sententiie sunt innumerie; et permulta sunt volumiaa, quffi 
Amfbai aive Sententiaa eomplectuntnr." — Sir William Jones, Poeseos Aaiatl- 
cai Commentarii, p. 276, ed. Eicbhom, Lips. 1777. Sea D'Herbelol, Biblio- 
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their anceetora ; aa numerous imdlijil, or moral sentences, are in 
circulalion thronghout the regions of the East, some of wliicli 
have been published by Hottinger, Erpenius, the younger Schul- 
fens, and others who have distinguished themselves by the pursuit 
of Oriental learning. ' The moralists of the East,' says Sir 
William Jones, ' have in general chosen to deliver their precepts 
in short, sententious maxims, to illustrate them by sprightly com- 
pariaona, or to inculcate them in the very ancient forms of agree- 
able apologues. There are, indeed, both in Arabic and Persian, 
philosophical tracts on ethics, written with sound ratiocination and 
elegant perspicuity ; but in every part of the Eastern world, from 
Pekin to Damascus, the popular teachers of moral wisdom have 
immemorially been poets, and there would be no end of enumer- 
ating their worfcs, which are atill extant in the five principal lan- 
guages of Asia.'* 

"The ingenious, but ever-disputing and lofLuacious Grocka 
were indebted to the same means for their earliest instruction in 
wisdom. The sayings of the Seven Wise Men, the Golden Terses 
of Pythagoras, the remains of Theognis and Phocylidea, if genu- 
ine, and the Gnoniai of the older poets, teatjfy the prevalence 
of aphoriams in ancient Greece. Had no specimens remained of 
Hellenic proverbs, we might have concluded this to be the case ; 
for the Greeks borrowed the rudiinenta, if not the principal part, 
of their knowledge from those whom thej arrogantly termed bar- 
barians ;f and it is onlj throogh the medmm of compendious 
maxima and brief acntcnees that tr'iditionary knowledge can be 
preaerved.J Thia mode of tommunicatmg moral ■ind pra'-tical 



thSque OriciitaJe, in Amtlwl, and Lea Ma-.nnp^ dea Oiientauj,, at tlie enrl 
of vol. It. [See also Arahum Froicrbia, edidit G W Frejtag, Bonnai sA 
Bhennm, 1S38. This work Is in fbur volumes, octavo ] 

* Disc, on the Philos. of (be Asmfios, Works, vol i p 167, 4to 
t Brucker, Hist. Philos , lib ii. cap 1 Bumst, ArcluBologiEe, lib i 
cap. 9. Shuckfiml'B Connections, Pref. tn voL i. 

t Tha greatest part of Gireek aphorisms have, no (loobt, perished ; having 
fallee into neglect when the dialectic art and a syatematic philosophy gained 
ground among tbis acnte and disputations people. EuBebius, in his treatise 
againet Marcellus, lib. i. cap. 3, makes mention of Greek proverbs, and col- 
lectors of them. Among tlie DsperdUa ore the Kipifli Cio^Hi of Kpicuma. 
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wisdom accorded with the sedafe and deliberative character of the 
Komans;* and, in ti-ufli, fiom its influence over the mind, and its 
fitness for popular Instruction, provortiia! expressions exist in all 
ages and in all languages." t 

The wtole collectoon seems ui the title oi the book to lie 
a'cnbtd to boloinon as the author , and as in 1 Kings iv 32 tliat 
wise monarch is Haid to have utteied three tliouaand proverbs, 
such has been the reuiired opinion of the Jewish and Christian 
(Jiurcbes 

In modem trnieB however this opmiun has bten tilled in 
qiestion Ihe Iramed ■iuA sagiuois tntic Grotivia adyaicid 
the opinion that the Bo( k ol Proverbs was not an oiiginil compo- 
sition ot Solomon, but a selection made by hmi from the proverbs 
of mimeroua writers who lived before hi t e J Th s op n on 
has been adopted, and maintained by a va ety of aignn ents by 
distinguished critics in modern times. Ti e most nportant win 
sideration, however, seems to bo, that it ia not proba le according 
to the analogy of the literature of other nat ons that one n ai 
shonld be the author of so much proverbial w edon S h p ov 
erba, it is said, have usually been the result of the ge e al s ns 
and experience of a community, and the p odu t of a la ^e um 

— ]^cg.L£Brt., Jib.x.p.724. Cicero, De Finibus Lb il ^ 7 De Na I 
lib. i. § 80. 

* Seneca, Ep. 59. Both Suetonius (Vita Qes J 56) ■md o ( 

DiveiB., lib. is. Ep. 16) speak of the Dicta Colle an a f Cce nam j 
Apophthegms colkcted by him ; and eome aphoristic Esyinga ot Iha anciunls 
ate repoi-ted by Valeriua Maximus, lib. vii. cap. 2. 

t Ray's Collection of English Froverba is well Imown ; and there is a 
book entitled, Adagia, sive Proverbiorum omnium qute apud Gtiecoe, Lati- 
nos, Uebrceos, Arabes, &c., in usu ilterunt Collectio, fol., 'Ert. 1916. Sir 
William Joaes raeniions the pracepla of Odin, written in tJia Eanic tongue, 
and tlie work of a Persian poet, Sheikh Att^, as instances of aphoristio 
composition (Comment, de Poea. Asiat, p. 274, ed. Eiohhocn, Lips. 1777). 
Grotius, in his Pruleg. to the Proverbs, speaka of the 'EiMyai of the Byzan- 
tine emperors. 

t " Tldetur hie liber ease i^TAyti optimarum sententiarum es plraimis qid 
ante Salomonem fuere ecriptoribua, qualea iii'A6yo( multi imperalonuu Con- 
BtoDtJuopoiitiinorum conscribi in suos usus fecere." 
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ber of minds. Solomon may Lave composeil a considerable 
number of proverbial maxims ; and other wise mon of tliB nation, 
before and after him, may bave done the same. Nov/ it is not 
uDcommon, when one has become distinguished for wisdom or wit 
in a nation, that many things should be ascribed to him of whieb 
he is not the author. Thus the Greeks, it is said, ascribed most 
of their sententious masims to Pythagoras ; the Arabs, theirs to 
Lotman and a few others; the Northern nations, theirs to King 
Odin. In this way the Hebrews may have ascribed their prorei'bs 
to their wisest king, Solomon, because it was known of hini that 
he had accomplished more than others in this kind of sententious 
poetry. Thus the opinion may have been formed, that Solomon 
was the author of tlio whole collection of the Hebrew proverbs. 
But that he was not in a strict sense the author of all tile Proverbs 
has been thought pi-obable, not only from the argument before 
mentioned, but also from the charactw of aom.e of the maxima, 
which would come more naturally from persona in a situation in 
life different from that of a king. Chap. xxx. is expressly 
ascribed to another author, namely, to Agur, the son of Jakeh.* 

These arguments, however, are not in the highest degree con- 
clusive. It is very evident that the Book of Proverbs is not a 
mere collection of oral maxims, which were circulated among the 
people before they were committed to writing, like Freyt^'s cot- 
lection of Arabic, or Ray's of English proverbs. The uniformity 
in the structure and expression of the proverbs shows that they 
wore the result of elaborate composition. They are all marked 
by the peculiar characteristic of Hebrew poetry, the parallelism. 
There is also such a general similarity in the diction and style of 
composition in these proverbs, that it is difficult to believe, that, 
in their present form, they could have been the production of a, 
great many authors. Many of the thoughts may have been in 
circulation among the people, expressed in a different way. But 
the style and the poetical formin which they are expressed seem 
to indicate, that very few authors could have had a hand in the 
composition. From these considerations, and from the historical 

• Soma olher KOneidcralioDs, of litae wtiglit, arc adduced in Da Weilo's 
Introduction, vol. i' 
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tradition of tlie Jews, the more probable conclusion seemB to be, 
that Solomon was the composer of the greater part, at least, of 
lie proverbs ascribed to him. Of others he may have been oiJy 
the collector. 

The Book of Proverbs bears evident marks of being composed 
of several smaller collections, which were made at different times. 
It may accordingly be divided into five distinct parts. 

I. The first part consista of the first nine chapters, and con- 
tiuna, not what according to the common use of language are called 
proverbs, but connected moral discourses in praise of wisdom, and 
urging to the practice of virtue, especially the virtue of chastity. 
The discourse or discourses in these nine chaptera probably came 
from the same author. There seems to be no sufficient reason for 
rejecting the Jewish tradition, that Solomon was the author of this 
part of the book, De Wette* objects that its didactic and ad- 
monitory tone, and its strict injunction of chastity, indicate a 
teacher of youth, a. prophet, of a, priest, as the author, rather than 
a king like Solomon. This objection seems to have some weight; 
but whether it should be regarded as decisive against the Jewish 
tradition concerning the authorship of the book is very doubtful. 
Our knowledge of the intellectual habits and moral character of 
Solomon at different periods of his life is too imperfect to allow 
one to conclude with confidence, that he could not have been the 
author of this portion of the book. Eertholdtf also suggests, that 
a person whose harem was so crowded as that of Solomon would 
not be likely to speak so highly of the happiness of a man with 
one wife, in chap. v. 18. He suggests, also, that the warnings 
against adultei'y, in chap. vi. 24, &c., and vii. 5-23, could hardly 
have come from one to whom it was known that his mother be- 
came his father's wife by the conmiisBion of that sin. Some few 
of the sentiments also, in his opinion, indicate a private person 
as the author, rather than a king, such as in chap. vi. 26-31. The 
reader can judge how much force there is in these arguments. 
To me they seem to have but littie weight. The experience of 
the effects of sin and folly may suggest wise precepts, as well as 
the enjoyment of the fruits of wisdom. 

• EiuleitUDg, &e., ^ 281, f Eiukitung, &c., § BOS. 
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H. The second part begins with chap, s., and extends to chap, 
sxii. 17. It is of a very diffbrent character from the nine pre- 
ceding chapters. It contains proverha properly so called; sen- 
tentious maxims of morality or prudence, contained commonly 
in single verses, and having no connection with each other. This 
portion of the book has also a separate tide, manifestly indicating 
that it once formed a collection by itself, independent of the first 

in. At chap. xxii. 17, it seems probable that another collec- 
tion begins. For it is introduced by an exhortation extending 
through several verses, similar to tliat in chap, i, 1-6. This third 
portion extends from chap. xxii. 17 to chap, xxv It seems to 
be distinguished from the second part by a greater connection 
between the verses, and a more negligent use of the pwallehem 

IT. The fourth part of the book begins with chap xxv It 
his a new title, or preface, setting forth that the proverbs con- 
tained in it were collbcted by men emplo) ed by King HLZcluih 
It extends to chap. xxx. 

V. The fifth portion of the book begins withchap. xxx,, and 
extends to the end. It contains some provei'bial maxims of a 
eertain Agur, some advice addressed by his mother to a king 
called Lemuel, and an alphabetieal poem ; that is, a poem the 
lines of which begin with tlie different letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet in regular fcucoession, the subject of which is the praises 
of a good wife. 

The Book of Proverbs is, in a moral and religious point of 
view, one of the most valuable portions of the Old Testament, 
It gives a view of the Jewish religion and morality, as pervading 
the common life of the Jews, much more favorable than that 
which we receive from the accounts of the ceremonies, and forms 
which are elsewhere enjoined. 

It is true that the religion and morality of the Book of Prov- 
erbs will not bear a favorable comparison with those of Jesus 
Christ. Its morality is mnch less disinterested, being for the 
most part founded in prudence, rather than in love. Its motives 
generally are of a much less elevated kind than those which 
Christianity presents. The idea of the immortality of tlie soul 
11 
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does not appear to have dawued upon &s mind of tlie aittbor. 
Prudential motives, founded on a strict eartUj' retribution, are 
the principal encour^ements to a life of virtue wLich lie presents . 
This is well, it is true, as far aa it goes ; for man should ever be 
remiaded of the laws of the Creator, and of the consequences 
of violating them. But higher and moi-e diaintereBied and afiec- 
tionate motives ai-e necessary for the formation of a perfect 
character, a character which shall command our highest esteem 
and love. 

But the religion of the Book of Proverbs, when compared with 
that of the heathen world, appears to the highest advantage, 
Jehovah is there represented as the one creator of the universe, 
the governor of the world, and the disposer of human destinies. 
He is set forth as tlie first cattee of all things ; and man's highest 
duty is declared to be that of acknowledging, in sentiment and 
pracljce, the power, wisdom, and goodness of God in the creation 
and government of mankind. He is represented as holy and 
just ; as knowing every thing wliSoh takes place on the earth ; as 
toving, commending, and rewarding piety and virtue; and as 
abhorring and punishing ain and transgression. 

" For Ihe ways of man are before the eyes of the Lobd, 

And he weigheth well all his paths." — Chap. v. 21. 



" All the ways of a man ara pure in his own eyea; 
But the LoBB weiglieth the spiri^" — Chap. xvi. 2. 
The incomprehensibility of God is alao set forth in this boot 
in striking language. S'o human powers are capable of compre- 
hending his nature, or understanding his works, 
" I have not learned wisdom, 
Nor have I the knowledge of the Most Holy. 
Who hath gone up into heaven and come down ? 
Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? 
Who hath bound wp the watera in a garment ? 
Who hath established aU tho enda of the earth? 
What is hl9 name, and what his son's name, if thou knowest?" 

Chap. xxs. 2-i 
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The groy d C 

universal. I U h w k tk ^ 

wbich is not n d vi li bia will and d 

accomplislied bh oilipw Gda^d 

is made in tli k Ii im y 

the outward b b m 

under the comp te & d 

" Tnisf in U h 

And lean th d rs nodi g 

In all tlij maj3 acLnoisledge him, 

And ha will males thy patJis plMn." — Chap. iii. 6, 6. 



" As eti'eams of wafer. 
So is the heart of the king in the hand of Hie Lore 
He turnethit wbittei'soeyer he will." — Chap. ssi. 

" It is the bleasmg of the Lobd that raaketh rich, 
And he addsHt no sorrow witli it." — Chap. x. 2% 

From tbis last quotation, Dr. G. L. Bauer* takes o 
remark, liat, according to this book, "bleeaings are granted 
to- Grod's favoritea, independent of any exertions on their part." 
A more superficial and unfounded remark, or more inconsistent 
■witb the whole tenor of the book, could not haye been made. 
The obvious meaning of the verse is, that, while wealth, in 
general, may be gained with labor by the wicked as well as the 
righteous, only that weidth is free fiom eorrow which is gained 
by means which have the approbation and blessing of the Lord. 

In fact, the most prevalent idea in the whole book is that of an 
exact temporal retribution to men for their good and bad deeds. 
"What inconceivable rashness, then, was it in Dr. Bauer to assert 
the doctrine of the book to be, that blessings were granted to 
God's favorites, independent of any exertions on their part 1 

* See ExtraotB from Bauor's Theology of the Old Testament, London 
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Another important religions doctrine tauglit in this book is, 
that the evils whi«h afHiot the righteons man arc to be regarded 
by bim as the chastenings infiicted \>y God in order to promote 
the moral improvement of him whom be loves. 

" My son, despise not the correction of the Lord, 
Nof be impstient nnder his chastisement 1 
For whom tlia Lokd tovelb he chasten etb, 
Eveo as a falhec the son in whom he deilglifeth." — Chap. iii. 11, 12. 

But tbe character of God, aaa father seeking to reclaim tint 
wicked by manifestations of love, is not prominent in tJiis book. 
The doctrine of Christ on this subject is so far beyond wbat can 
ho found in the Cook of Proverbs, or in any part of the Old 
Testament, as to deserve tbe appellation of a new doctrine. 

Dr. Bauer thinks that he finds in this book tlie doctrine, that 
Jehovah predestinated men to wickedness and to punishment. 
The passage on which be founds the remark is contained in 
chap. xvi. 4. In the common version it is translated, " The Lord 
hath made all things for himself; yea, even the wicked for tbe 
day of evil." 

AgiUBSt the interpretation of this passage which makes it mean, 
that the Lord made man wicked on purpose to inflict evil upon 
bim, the most obvious remark is, that commou sense cannot 
reconcile it with the strict doctrine of retiibution which pervades 
the Book of Proverbs. Tbe verse seems also not only to admit, 
but to require, a translation somewhat different. Thus, — 

" The L KD hath o dwned everr tb'ng ftr 'Is end 
E e he w L a he day of e 1 

It appe rs to me that f we take mto view the cnn ct on n 
whi h the erse stinls and also the generil te or of tl e book 
in regard to a gl teous ret but on the mean og of the pas ge 
will appea to be nothing more than th b — Ihit God bis orda ed 
eve y th ng to ti at hich answers to it or s fit for t and tbe 
wick d he ha orda ned for tl e day of evil e of p n shment 
The e s not only a v se arrangement and eorr spondence a 
good thing b t al o n e I thm^^s for the evil f pu nslm ent 
follows tl e e d of a It the evil day s appo ntsd for the e 1 
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doer. The idea, that tlie Almighty makes men wicked for the 
Tery purpose of inflicting evil on them, is too metaphysical for 
the writer, whose maxims are drawn from common EKnae and 
ohservalion, and not from, mystical or metaphysical musiaga. 

The necessity of religion, which ia spoken of under flie name 
of the fear of the Lord, is inculcated in this hook in strong 
and cmplitttie langnage, as tlie beginning of wisdom and the 
fountain of happiness. Of sacriSces and offerings very little is 
said. The author insists almost eselusively upon the substantial 
duties of morality and religion. He seems to rely upon obedi-. 
ence to God's laws, amendment of life, justice, purity, and mercy, 
as the means of securing the forgiveness and favor of God, 
rather than upon formal offerings for sin, 

" To do juslioa and eqiuty 
Is mote acceptable to the Lord Ihan sacrifice." — Chop. ssi. 3. 

Such arc the vicwa of morality aiid religion taught in the Book 
of Proverbs ; views which may well command our admiration, 
when we consider when and whore they were taught. Still, we 
must remember that our duty is now to be learned from Chriat, 
rather than from Solomon. We must examine ourselves by the 
light of the Sermon on tie Mount, rather than hy that of 
the Book of Proverbs. A gi-eater than Solomon is hero. He is 
come in his kingdom, and by his laws we are to be judged. 

One interesting characteristic of the Book of Proverbs is the 
frequent personification of wisdom, as an attribute of God, as 
well as lie guide of men, which occurs in it. She is represented 
as existing prior to the creation. 

" The LoED created me, the firetliDg of Ids course, 
Before hia works, of olii; 
I was anointed ftora everlaEting-, 
From ihe beRinuine, aven bofoi-e the earth was made. 
When aa yei Hiere were no deeps, I was bvoiigtt fortli ; 
When ihere wera no apriuga abounding with water. , . . 
Then was I by him, as a mofiter^bniMeri 
I was his deliglit day by day, 
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Exulting oontinQaHy in hia preaence; 

Esulting in tha habitable pail of hia earth, 

And my delight wae with the sons of meu." 

Chap. viii. 23-24, 30, Bl. 
Wisdom is here represented aa a female and a queen, the 
assistant, counselloi-, and arcliiteot of the Almighty in the crea- 
tion of the world out of chaos. This bold personification is 
perfectly agreeable to the geniua of the Hebrew poeta, who repre- 
sent Zion 38 stretching out her hands, liaTing none to comfort 
her ; and the inanimate ways which lead to the temple of Jeru- 
salem as mourning, becauHe none came to the solemn festivals ; 
and aU the trees of the field as dapping their bands, in token of 
joy that the ransomed of Jehorah were returning to Zion. 

That the representation of wisdom in the eighth diapter of 
this book is a personification, and not a real person, as the Church 
fathers and many in modem tiroes have supposed, is perfectly 
ffianifeat from the connection in which it stands, and the previous 
personification of wisdom as an attribute of man. It is the same 
attribute by which Idngs reign and princes decree Justice, that 
is found by all that love her, that loves them who love her, 
that cries aloud to the sons of men at tha comers of the streets, 
which is immediately afterwards represented as the counsellor 
and architect of the Deity. If, when he speaks of wisdom as the 
guide and instructor of men, he does not refer to any tiling 
personal, we have no reason to suppose, that, when bo speaks of 
wisdom as the connseilor and arehiiect of the Deity, he meant 
any thing more than that all the works of God were created by 
his wisdom, and manifest its excellence. 

This personification of wisdom in the Book of Proverbs is wor- 
thy of attention, as illustrating the natural origin of the doctrine 
of a personal Logos, or intermediate personal agent between the 
Deity and created things in the creation and government of 
the world. For how easy would be the transition from a per- 
soniflcation of wisdom, os is contained in chap, viii., to the repre- 
sentation of it as a real person I 

A list of the principal commentators on this book may be seen 
in Bosenmuller's Scholia in Yetue Testamentum. The latest 
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Eiiglieh works ou the Proverbs, which I have soen, are — An 
Attempt towards an Improved Translation of the Proverbs, with 
H"i>tes Ci'itical and Explanatory, and a Preliminary Dissertation, 
by the Eev. George Holden, London, 1819, Svo ; a New Trans- 
lation of the Proverbs, with B:splanatory Notes, by Williara 
French, D.D., and Bev. George Skinner, M.A., London, 1831 ; 
and tlie translation in Boothroyd's Tcrsioji of the Bible, London, 
1843. The best recent works on Proverbs, which I liave exam- 
ined, ai-e the SehoUa of RosenmuUer, Leipzig, 1820 ; the German 
Version and Commentary of Uiubreit, Heidelberg, 1826; tlie 
excellent German version of De Wette, in tie fonrtli edition of 
his Translation of the Scriptures, Heidelberg, 1858 ; Bertheau's 
Spriiche Salomo'a, Leipzig, 1847 ; and Stuart's Commentary on 
Proverbs, Andover, 1852. 
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Intro auction. Warning against evil company. — Chap. 1. 1-19. 
1 Thb proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of 

Israel : 
a That one may learn wisdom and instrnction, 

And receive words of understanding ; 
3 That one may gfun the instruction of prudence, 

Justice, equity, and uprightness ; 
i Which will give caution to the simple, 

To the young man wisdom and discretion ; 
B Let the wise man hear, and he will increase his knowledge, 

And the man of understanding will gma wise counsels ; 

6 So as to anderstand a proverb and a deep maxim. 
The words of the wise and their dark sayings. 

7 The fear of the Lord is the be^aning of knowledge ; 
Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

8 Hear, my son ! the instroction of thy fatlier. 
And neglect not the teaching of thy mother I 

B For they shall be a graceful wreath for thy head, 
And a chaiii around thy neck. 

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, 
Consent thou not ! 

11 If they say, " Come with us. 
Let us lie in wait for blood. 

Let us lurk secretly for him who is innocent in vaia j 

12 Let us swallow them up alive, like the underworld. 
Yea, in full healtli, as those tliat go down into the pit ; 

11* 1210] 
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13 "We shall find all tincU of precions subatancej 
We shall All owr houses witli spoil ; 

14 Thou shaJt cast thy lot among us ; 
We win all have one purse ; " — 

IB My son, walk thou not in their way, 
RefraiD thy foot from their path I 

16 For their feet mn to evil, 
And mate haste to shed blood. 

17 For as the net is spread in vain 
Before the eyes of auy bird, 

13 So tliey lie in wait for their own blood ; 

They lurk secretly for their own lives. 
19 Such are the ways of every one greedy of unjust gai 

It taketh away the life of the possessor thereof. 



^ of her cmmsels, end naraing 

20 Wisdom crieth out in the highway ; 

lu the market-place she utfcereth her voice ; 

21 At the head of the noisy streets she crieth aloud ; 

At the entrances of the gates, throughout the city, she 
proclaimeth her words [sayiug] : 
32 " How long, ye simple oues, wHl ye love simplicity ? 
How long will scoffers delight themselves in scoffing, 
And fools hate knowledge ? 

23 Turn ye at my reproof 1 

Behold, I wiU pour out my spirit fo you ; 
I will make known my words to you ! 

24 " Because 1 have called, and ye have refused, — 
Because I have stretched out my hand, and no one hath 

regai-ded, — 

25 Because ye have rejected all my counsel, 
And have slighted my rebuke, — 

26 1 also wiU laugh at your calamity, 

I will mock when your fear Cometh ; 
37 When your fear cometh upon you like a storm, 
And destruction overtaketh you like a whirlwind, 
When distress and anguish come upon you. 
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28 Then, will they call upon me, but I will not answer! 
Tkiey will seek me early. 

But tliey sliaU not find me ! 

29 Because they have hated knowledge, 

And have not choseu the fear of the Loed, — 

30 Because they would not attend tfi my counsel, 
And have despised all my reproof, — 

81 Therefore shall they eat of die fruit of their own way, 
And be filled to the full with their own devices ; 

82 Yea, the turning away of the aimple shall slay them, 
And the carelessness of fools shall destroy them. 

33 But whoso hearkeneth to me shall dwell securely. 
And shall not be disquieted with the fear of eviL" 



1 Oh, my son, that thou wouldst receive my words, 
And treasure up my precepts within thee ; 

2 That thou wonldst apply thine ear to wisdom, 
And inoline thy heart to understaading I 

3 For if thou wUt call aloud to knowledge, 
And lift up thy voice to undei-stahding, — 

i If thou wUt seek her as silver,- 
And search for her as for hidden treasures, — 

6 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, 
And find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the Loed giveth wisdom ; 

From his mouth proceed knowledge and understanding : 

7 He layeth up safety for the righteous ; 

He is a shield to theia that walk uprightly : 

8 He guardeth the paths of equity. 

And defendeth the way of his seiTants., 
Then shalt tJtoii understand righteousness and equity 
And uprightness, yea, every good path. 

10 When wisdom entereth into tijy heart, 
And knowledge is pleasant to thy soul, 

11 Discretion will guard thee, 
Understanding will preserve tiiee. 
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12 It will deliver tliee fi-om the way of tke wicked, 
From the men who speak perverse things ; 

13 Who forsake the paths of uprightness, 
To walk in the ways of darltness ; 

14 Who rejoice ia doing evil. 

And delight in the perverseness of the wicked ; 

15 Whose paths are crooked, 

And who are froward in their ways. 
10 It will deliver thee from the wife of another. 
From the stranger, who nsetli smootli words ; 

17 Who forsaketh the friend of her youth, 
And forgetteth the covenant of her God. 

18 For her house sinketh down to Deatli, 
And her paths to the shades of the dead ; 

19 None that go to her return again ; 
They will not att^n the paths of life. 

30 Therefore walk lliou in the way of good men, 
And keep the paths of the righteous ; 

21 For tile upright shall dwell in the laud, 
And the righteous shall remain in it ; 

22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the land, 
And transgressors shall be rooted out of it. 



Exbortetion to obedience, to reliance upon God, Co tlie due payment of 
inga pteacribed by tbs law, and to patJencB under the divfiia ' — ' " 
The inestimable value of wiadom set fortb. — Chap. in. 1-S 

1 Ml son, forget not my teaching, 
And let thy heart observe my precepts ! 

2 For length of days, and years of life, 
And peace shall they multiply to thee. 

3 Let not kindness and truth forsake thee; 
Bind them around thy neok. 
Write them upon the tablet of thy heart : 

i Then shait thou find favor and good success 
111 the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, 
And lean not on thine own understanding j 

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him. 
And he will make thy paths plain. 
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7 Be not wise in thine own eyes ; 
Fear the Lokd, and depart from evil. 

8 It shall be health to thy muscles, 
And mobtare to thy bones. 

9 Honor the Loed with thy substance. 
And with the first-fruits of all thy increase ; 

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
And thy vats overflow with new wine. 

11 My SOB, despise not the correction of the Lokd, 
Nor be impatient under his chastisement! 

la For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

13 Happy the man who findeth wisdom ; 
Tea, the man who getteth understanding ! 

14 For the profit thereof is greater than that of silver, 
And the gain thereof than tijat of fine gold. 

IB More precious is she than pearls. 

And none of thy jewels is to be compared with her. 

16 Length of days is in her right hand ; 
In her left hand are riches and honor. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold of her, 
And happy is every one who hath her in his grasp. 

19 The Lord by wisdom founded the earth ; 
By understanding he fi-amed the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the deep waters were cleft, 
And the clouds di'op down the dew. 

21 My son, let them not depart from thine eyes ; 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion ! 

22 For they shall be life to thy soul, 
And gi'ace to thy neck. 

23 Then shalt thou go on thy way securely, 
And thy foot shall not stumble; 

24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid, 

Tea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall he sweet. 

25 Be-not thou afraid of sudden alstrm. 

Nor of the storm that is for the wicked, when it cometh ; 

26 For the Lord shall be thy confidence; 
Yea, lie will keep thy foot from being taken. 
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Varlons precepts. — Chap. IIL 2T-SS. 

27 "Withhold not kiadnesa from those who need it, 
When it is in the power of thy hand to do it. 

28 Say not to thy neighbor, " Go, and come again, 

And to-morrow I will give to thee," when thou hast it by 
Uiee. 

29 Devise not evil against tby neighbor, 
While he dweDeth securely by thee. 

30 Contend not with a man without cause, 
When he hath cioae thee no liarm. 

81 Envy not the oppressor, 

And choose none of bis ways. 

32 For the perverse man is the abomination of tie Lord, 
But he is in friendship with the upright. 

33 The curse of the Lokd ia upon the house of the wicked, 
But he blesaeUi the dwelling of the righteous. 

34 Surely the scorners he treateth scornfully, 
But giveth fevor to the lowly, 

36 The wise shall obt^n honor. 
But fools shall bear off shame. 



Exhortation to wisdom and virtue. — Cbap. IT. 

1 Hbae, ye children, the instruction of a fethtir, 
And attend, that ye may loam understand ing ! 

2 For I give you. good instruction ; 
Forsake ye not my commandments. 

3 For I was my father's son, 

A tender and only child in the sight of my mother. 

4 He taught me, and said to me, 
Let thy heart hold fest my words ; 
Keep my commandments, ajid live. 

B Get wisdom, get understanding; 

Forget not, and depart not from, the words of my mouth. 
6 Forsake her not, and she will guard thee ; 

Love her, and she wHl preserve thee. 
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7 Wiedom is the principal tiling ; tlierefoi-e gain wisdom, 
And with all thy gain, gain uiiders tan ding. 

8 Exalt her, and she will promote thee ; 

She will bring thee to honor, when thou dost embrace 

9 She will give to thy head a graceful wreath, 
A beautiful crown will she bestow upon thee. 

10 Hear, my son ! and receive my sayings ! 
So shall the years of thy life be many. 

11 I have taught thee the way of wisdom, 
I have guided thee in the right path. 

12 Wlien ^ou goest, thy ateps shall not be confined ; 
And, when 3iou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

13 Tate fast hold of instruction ; let her not go ; 
Keep her, for she is thy life. 

14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
And go not in the way of evil men ; 

15 Avoid it, pass not upon it. 
Turn from it, and go away. 

10 For they sleep not, unless they lave done mischief; 

Yea, their sleep is taken, away, unless they have caused 
some to fall. 

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness. 
And drink the wine of violence. 

18 But the path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, 
Which groweth" brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. 

19 The way of flie wicked is as thick darkness; 
They know not at what they stumble. 

20 My son, attend to my words; 
Incline thine ear to my sayings ; 

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; 
Keep them in the midst of thy heart ! 

22 For they are life to those who find them, 
And health to all their flesh. 

23 More than any thing which thou watchest, watch tliy 

For from it goeth forth life. 

24 Put away from thee a deceitful mouth, 
And remove iar from thee perverse lipa. 

25 Let thine eyes look straight forward. 
And thine eyelids be directed before thee. 
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26 Give heed to the path of thy foot, 
And let all thy ways be steadfast. 

27 Turn not to the right hand or to the lelt ( 
E«more thy foot from evil. 



Warning flgainat luiuliastity — CiiAi-. V. 

1 My son, attend to my wisdom, 

And. bow thine ear to my understanding ; 

2 That thou mayat keep discretion, 

And that thy lips may preserve knowledge I 

3 Truly, the lips of a strange woman drop honey, 
And her mouth is Bmootier than oil ; 

i But her end is bitter as wormwood, 

Sharp as a two-edged sword. 
8 Her feet go down to death ; 

Her steps lay hold of ^e under-world. 
e That she may not ponder the way of life, 

Her paths waver when she heedeth it not 

7 Hear me now, therefore, children ! 

And turn not away from the words of my mouth 

8 Remove thy way far from her. 

And come not nigh the door of her hoo'ae; 

9 Lest thou give thy bloom to others, 
And thy years to a cruel one ; 

10 Lest sti-angere be filled with thy wealth, ' 

And thine earnings he in the house of an alien j 

11 And lest thou mourn in thy latter end. 
When thy flesh and thy body are consnmed, 

12 And say, " How have I hated instruction ! 
And how hath my heart despised reproof I 

13 I have not obeyed the voice of my teaehera, 
Nor inclined mine ear to my instructors ; 

14 I have well-nigh fallen into utier misery. 
In the midst of the congregatioD and t 

15 Drink water out of thine own cisfom, 
And running water out of thine own well 
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16 So shall thy fountains overflow in the streets, 
In the wide streets, as sti'eama of water ; 

17 They shall belong to thee alone. 
And not to ati^ngers with thee ; 

18 Attd thy fountMK shall be blessed, 

Tea, fhoTi shalt hav.e joy in the wife of thy youtii. 

19 A. loTely hind, a graceful doe, 

Her breasts shall satisfy ttiee at all times. 

And thou shalt be. always ravished with her love. 

20 Why, then, my son, wilt thou be ravished with a wanton, 
And embrace the bosom of a stranger ? 

21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
And he weigheth well aU his paths. 

23 His own iniquities shall ensnare the wicked ; 

Tea, he shall be held fast by the cords of his own sins. 
33 He shfJI die for want of instrucijon ; 

Tea, through the greatness of his foUy he shall stagger. 



1 Mr son, if thou hast become surety for another, 
If thou hast stricken hands for another, 

2 If thou hast become ensnared by the words of thy moulh. 
If ihou hast been caught by the words of thy mouth, 

3 Do this now, my son, and fescue thyself, — 

Since thou hast fallen into tlie hanife of thy neighbor, — 
Go, prostrate thyself, and be urgent witli thy neighbor ! 

i Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids ; 

C Eescue thyself, as a roe from the hand. 
And as a biid from the hand of the fowler. 

6 Go to the ant, sluggard ! 
Consider her ways, and be wise 1 

7 She hath no governor, 
Nor overseer, nor ruler ; 

8 Yet she prepareth In the summer her food. 
She gathereth in the harvest her meat. 
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9 How long wilt tliou lie in bed, O sluggard? 

When wilt tliou arise from thy sleep f 
] " A little sleep, — a little slumber, — 

A little folding of the hands to rest: " 
11 So shall thy poverty come upon thee like a robber, 

Yea, thy want, as an armed man! 

la A worthless wretch is the unrighteous man. 

Who walketli with a deceitful mouth; 
13 Who winketh witli Ms eyes, 

Speaketh with his feet, 

^d t«aeheth with his fingers. 
U Fraud is in his heart ; 

He deviseth mischief continually ; 

He scattereth contentions. 
16 Therefore shall calamity come upon him suddenly; 

In a moment shall he be destroyed, and that witLout 



16 These sis things doth the Lord hate ; 
Yea, seyeu are an abomination to him : 

17 Lofty eyes, a false tongue, 

And hands wMch shed innocent blood ; 

18 A heart that contriveth wicked devices. 
Feet that are swift in running to mischief, 

19 A Mse witness, that uttereth lies, 

And him that soweth discord among brethren. 



20 Keep, my son ! the commandment of thy father, 

And forsake not the precepts of thy mother ! 
31 Bind them continually to thy heart, 

Tie them around thy neck ! 
23 When thou goest forth, they shall guide thee ; 

When thou sleepest, they shall watch over thee; 

And, when thou awakest, they shall talk with thee. 
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S3 For the commiuidment is a lamp, and instniction a light; 

Tea, the rebukes o£ con'ection lead to life. 
24 They shall guard thee from the evil woman, 

From the smooth tongue of the unchaste woman. 

35 Desire not her heauty in thy heart, 
Nor let her catch thee with her eyelids ; 

36 For by a harlot a man is brouglit to a morsel of bread. 
And the adulteress layeth snares for the precious life. 

27 Can a man take fii'e into his bosom, 
And his clothes not be burned? 

28 Can one walk upon buruing coals, 
And his feet not be scorched ? 

29 So is it with him who goeth in to bis neighbor's wife ; 
WTioever toucbeth ber sliaU not go unpunished. 

30 Men do not overlook a thief, 

Though he steal to satisfy his appetite, when he is 
hungry ; 

31 If found, he mast repay sevenfold, 

And give up all the substance of his house. 

32 Whoso committeth adultery with a woman laekefb under- 

standing ; 
He that doeth it destroyeth himself; 

33 Blows and dishonor shall he get. 

And bis reproach shall not be wiped away. 

34 For jealousy is the fury of a man ; 

He will not spare in the day of vengeance; 

35 And he will not pay regard to any ransom, 
Nor be content, though thou offer many gifts. 

1 My son, keep my words, 

And treasure up my commandments with thee ! 

2 Keep my commandioenta and live I 

Tea, my teacbing, as the apple of tiiiue eye ! 
8 Bind them upon tliy fingers, 

Write them upon the tablet of thy heart ! 
i Say unto wisdom, " Thou art my sister I " 

And call understanding thy near acquaintance ; 
6 That they may keep thee from the wife of another. 

From the stranger, that useth smooth words. 
6 For through the window of my bouse, 

Through the lattice I was looking forth, 
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7 And I saw among the simple ones, 
I discerned among the youths, 

A young man void of understanding. 

8 He was passing through the street near her corner, 
And was going the way to her house, 

9 At twUight, m the evening, 

At midnight, yea, in the thick darkness. 

10 And, behold, a woman met him, 

In the attire of a harlot, and subtle of heart, — 

11 One noisy aad unruly, 

Whose feet abide not in hsr house ; 

12 "Who is now in the streets, now in the liroad places. 
And lurketh near every corner. 

13 She caught hold of him and kissed him, 
And with a shameless face said to Hm, 

14 "Thank-offerings have been upon me. 
And this day have I performed my vows ; 

15 Thei-efore came I ibrtli to meet tliee, — 
DOigently to seek thy face, and 1 have found thee ! 

16 I have spread my bed witli coverlets, 
With tapestry of the thread of Egypt, 

17 I have sprinkled my bed 

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning; 
Let us solace ourselves with, caresses. 

19 For the good-man is not at home ; 
He is gone a long journey ; 

20 He hath taken a purse of money with him ; 
At the day of the full moon he will return." 

SI By her much fair speech she seduced him ; 

By the smoothness of her lips she drew him away. 

22 He goeth after her straightway. 
As an OS goeth to the slaughter, 

Or as one m fetters to the chastisement of the fool, 

23 Till an arrow strike through his liver ; — 
Aa a bird hasteneth into the snare. 

And knoweth not that it is laid for its life. 
Zi Now, therefore, ye children, hearken to me. 

And attend to the words of my mouth ! 
36 Lot not thy heart turn aside to her ways ; 

Go not astray in her paths I 
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26 For many are the wounded which she hatti cast down ; 
Yea, countless is the number of those slain by her. 

27 Her hotise is the way to the under-world, 
Jjeading down to the chambers of death. 



The excellenca of ivlsilom. —Chap. THI, 

1 Doth not wisdom cry fJoud, 

And understanding put forth her voice? 

2 Upon the top of the high places, 
By the wayside, 

lu the crt^a-ways, 
She taketh her station. 

5 By the side of the gates, 
In the entrance of the city. 

In the approaches to tlie ^oors, she erieth aloud. 
4 " To you, men ! do I call, 
And my voice is to the sons of men ! 

6 O ye simple ones ! learn wisdom, 

And ye fools, he ye of an understanding heart ! 

6 Hear, for I speak excellent things, 
And my lips utter that which is right. 

7 For my mouth speaketh truth, 

And wickedness is an ahomination to my lips. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in uprightness ; 
There is nothing crooked or deceitful in them ; 

fl They are all plain to the man of understanding, 
And right to those who find knowledge. 

10 Eeceive my instruction, and not silver. 
And knowledge rather than choice gold ' 

11 For wibdom is bettei than i earla 

And no piecious things are to be compared with hei 

13 " I, wiidom, dwell with prudence 

And find Dut the knowledgr of sagacious counsels. 
18 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil , 

Pride, and airogance, and the evil way. 

And the deceitful mouth, do 1 hate. 
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14 Counsel is mine, and sound reason ; 

1 am understanding ; I have strength. 

15 By TOO kings reign, 

And princes decree justice. 
18 By me princes rule, 

And nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
IT I love aiem that love me. 

And they who seek me early shall find me. 

18 Riches and honor are with me ; 
Tea, durable richea and prosperity. 

19 My frnit is better dian gold, yea, than fine gold, 
And my revenue than <Soioe silver. 

2i I walk in the way of righteousness. 
In the midst of the paths of equity. 

21 I cause those who love me to possess substance ; 
Yea, X fill their treasuries, 

22 " The LoKD created me, the firstling of his course, 
Before his works, of old ; 

23 I was anointed, fi-om everlasting, 

From the beginning, even before the earth was made. 

24 When as yet there were no deeps, I was brought forth j 
When there were no springs, abounding with water. 

25 Before the mountains were settled, 

Tea, before the hills, I waa brought forth ; 

26 Ere yet ho had made the land and the wastes, 
And the first of the clods of the eai'th. 

27 When he framed the heavens, I was there ; 
When he drew a circle upon ttie face of the deep ; 

28 When he made firm the sky above. 

And the fountains of the deep rushed forth ; ■ 
39 When he gave to the sea its bounds, 

lliat the waters should not pass their border ; 

When he marked oat the foundations of the earth, — 
30 Then waa I by him as a master-builder ; 

I was his delight day by day, 

Exulting before him at all times ; 
SI Exulting iu the habitable part of his earth, 

And my delight was with the sons of men. 
33 " Now, therefore, ye children, hearken to me 1 

For happy are they who keep my ways I 
33 Hear instjuction, and be wise ! 

Yea, reject it not ! 
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34 Happy the man who hearkeneth to me, 
Who watcheth day by day at my gates, 
Who waiteth at the posts of my doors ; 

35 For he that findeth me flndeth life, 
And obtainetli favor from the Lord ; 

86 But he who misseth me doeth violence to h 
All they who hate mo love death." 



bounO'. ^ — J, „ 

a scoffer. Tha foundation of true wisdom. Warning against the deln- 
Bions of folly. — Chap. IX. 

1 Wisdom hath hiiilded her house ; 
She hath hewn out her seven pillars. 

2 She hath killed lier fallings ; 
She hath mingled her wine ; 
Tea, she hath fdrnished her tahle. 

3 She hath sent forth her maidens ; 

She crieth aloud upon the highest places of the city; 

4 " Whoever is simple, let him turn in hither ! " 
To him that is void of understanding she saith, 

6 " Come, eat of my bread, 
And drink of the wine which I have mingled 1 

6 Forsake folly, and live ! 

And go forward in the way of nnders tending ! 

7 " He who correcteth a scoffer 
Bringeth shame upon himself; 
And he who rebulieth the wicked 
BringetJi upon himself a stain. 

8 Bebuke not a scoffer, lest he hate thee ; 
Eebuke a wise man, aod he will love thee, 

9 Give instractioa fo a wise man, and he will be yet wiser ; 
Teach a righteous man, and he will increase his learning. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
And the knowledge of the Most Holy is imdersfonding. 

11 Tea, through me thy days shall be multiplied, 
And the years of thy life shall be increased. 
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13 The foolish woman 

Slie is very simple, and careth for nothing. 
U She sittetli at the door of her house, 

Upon a seat in the high places of the city, 
IB To call aloud to tliose that pass by, 

Who go straight forward in fheir ways, 
IG " Wlioever is simple, let him turn in hither ! " 

And to him that is void of understanding she sMtli, 
i7 " Stolen water is sweet, 

And bread eaten in secret is pleasant." 
18 But he considereth not that the dead are there, 

That in ttie vales of the under-world are her guests. 



XII. 
Vations unconnccfod Proverbs..— Chap. X.-XXII. 18. 
L The Proverhs of Solomon. 

A wise sou maketh a glad father, 

But a foolish son la the grief of Ms mother. 
1 Treasures of wickedness do not profit ; 

But righteousness deliveretJi from death. 
i The Lord will not suffer the righteous to famish, j 

But he disappointeth the craving of the wicked. 
I He that worketh with a slack hand becometh poor ; 

But the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
S He that gathereth in summer is a wise son ; 

But he that sleepeth in harvest is a son causing shame. 
S Blessings are npon Uie head of the just ; 

But the mouth of the wicked concealeth violenc*. 
I The memory of the righteous man shall be blessed ; 

But the name of the wicked shall rot. 
B He who is wise in heart receiveth precepts ; 

But the foolish talker felleth headlong. 
He that walketh uprightly walketh securely ; 

But he that pervertetii his ways shall be punished. 
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He that wmltetli wifJi the eje causeth sorrow ; 
And a foolish taHcer felleth headlong. 

The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life ; 
But the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence. 

Hatred stirreth up strife ; 
But love covereth all offences. 
13 Upon the lips of a man of understanding wisdom is found ; 
But a rod is for the back of him that laeketh understand- 
ing. 

Wise men treasure up knowledge ; 
But the mouth of the foolish is destractioa close at hand. 

The rich man's wealth is his strong city ; 
The destruction of the poor is their poverty. 

The earnings of the righteous minister to life; 
The reveniaes of the wicked, to sin. 

He that keepefh instruction is in the path of life ; 
But he that refuseth reproof goeth astray. 

He that hideth hatred hath lying lips ; 
And he that uttereth slander is a fooL 

In the multitude of words there wanteth not offence ; 
But lie who restraineth his lips is wise. 

20 The tongue of the righteous ia as choice silver; 
The understanding of ^e wicked is of little worth. 

21 The lips of the righteous feed many j 
But fools die through want of wisdom. 

22 It is the blessing of the Lord that maketh rich, 
And he addeth no sorrow with it. 

23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief; 
But a man of understanding hath wisdom. 

24 The fear of the wicked shall come upon him ; 
But the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 

23 When the whirlwind passeth by, the wicked is no mores 
But the righteous is an everlasting foundation. 

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, 
So is the sluggard to them that send him. 

27 The fear of the Lord prolongeth life ; 

But the years of the wicked shall he shortened. 

28 The hope of the rightoous shall be gladness , 

But the expectation of the wicked shall come to nothing. 

29 The way of the Lord is a stronghold for the upright, 
But destruction for those who do iniquity. 

12 
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30 The righteous shall never he moved ; 
But the wicked shall not dwell in die land. 

31 The mouth of the righteous man yieldeth wisdom; 
But the perverse tongue shall he cut off. 

32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable ; 
But the mouth of the wicked what is perverse. 

1 False scales are an abomination to the Lokd ; 
But a perfect weight is his delight 

2 "Wben pride cometh, then cometh disgrace ; 
But with the humble is wisdom. 

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them ; 

But the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy Ihem. 

4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath ; 
But righteousn^a delivereth from death. 

fl The righteousness of the good man maketh his way 

But the wicked iaJletk through his wickedness. 

6 The righteousness of the upright delivereth them ; 
But transgressors are ensnared in their own miscliief. 

7 VVten the wicked man dieth, his hope cometh to an end ; 
Tea, the expeclation of the unjust cometh to an end. 

5 llie righteous man is delivered from trouble, 
And the wicked cometh into it in his stead. 

9 By his mouth the vile man destroyeth his neighbor ; 
But by the knowledge of the righteous are men delivered. 

10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth j 
And when the wicked perish, there is shouting. 

11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted; 
But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked, 

13 He who despisetb his neighbor is void of underatanding ; 
A man of discernment holdeth his peace. 

J3 He who goeth about as a tale-bearer revealeth secrets ; 
But he who is of a feithful spirit concealeth a matter, 

14 Where there is no counsel, the people f&Q ; 
But in a multitude of oounadlors there is safety. 

15 He that is surety for anotiier shall smart for it ; 
But he that hateth suretyship is sure. 

16 A graceful woman obtaineth honor, 
Even as strong men obt^a riches. 

IT Ho that doeth good to himself is a man of kindness ; 
Bat he that tormentetb his own Hesb is cruel. 
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S The wicked toileth for cleeeitful wages ; 

But lie who soweth righteousness shall have a sure reward, 
9 As righteousness tendeth to life, 

80 he who pursueth evil pursneth it to hia death. 

The perverse in heart are the ahomination of the Lord ; 
But the upright in their way are hia delight. 

1 From generation to generation the widicd shall not go 

nnpuniahed ; 
But the posterity of the righteous shall be delivered, 
a As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, 

So is a beautiful woman who is without discretion. 
3 The desire of the righteous is only good ; 
But the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 
i There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; 
And there is that withholdeth more than is right, yet he 
comefh lo want. 

5 The bountiful man shall be enriched. 

And he that watereth shall himself be watered. 

6 Him that beepeth back corn the people curse ; 

But blessing shall be upon the head of him that seUeth 
it. 

7 He, who earnestly seeketh good, se«keth favor ; 
But he that seeketh mischief, it shall come upon him. 

8 He who trusteth in his riches shall fall ; 
But the righteoas shall flourish as a leaf. 

9 He that harasseth his household shall inherit wind ; 
And the fool shall be the servant of the wise. 

The fruit of a righteous man is a tree of life ; 
And the wise man winneth souls. . 

1 Behold, the righteous man is requited on the earth ; 
Much more the wicked man and the sinner ! 

1 He who loveth correction loveth knowledge; 

But he who hateth rebuke remaineth stupid, 
a ITie good man obf^neth favor from the Lokd ; 

But the man of wicked devices he condemneth. 
3 A man shall not be established by wickedness ; 

But the root of the righteous shall not he moved. 
i A virtuous woman is a crown io her husband ; 

But she who causeth shame is as rottenness in hia boaea. 
B The purposes of the righteous are just ; 

The designs of the wicked are deceitful. 
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6 The words of the wicked lie in wait for men's bIoo4; 
But the mouth of the upright delivereth them. 

7 The wicked are overUirown, and are no more ; 
But the house of the righteoua shall stand. 

8 A man will be commended according to his wisdom ; 
But he that is of a perverse hetkrt shall be despised. 

9 Better is he that demeaneth himself, and hath a ser- 

Than he that exaltetli himself, and hath no bread. 

10 The righteous man caieth for the life of his beast ; 
But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

11 He who tilleth his own laud shall be satisfied with 

But he who followeth worthless persons is void of under- 
sUnding. 

12 The wicked man longeth after the prey of evil-doers ; 
But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

13 In the trausgression of the lips is a dangei-ous snare ; 
But the righteous man shall escape from trouble. 

14 By the fruit of a maa's mouth he shall be filled with 

good, 
Aud the recompense of a man's hands shall be rendered 
unto him. 
IB The way of a fool is right in his own eyes ; 

But he that hearkoneth to counsel is wise. 
18 A fool's wrath is instantly known ; 
But he that hideth insult is wise. 

17 He that speaketh truth testifleth what is right ; 
Bat a &lse witness, deceit. 

18 There is who bahbleth like the piercing of a sword ; 
But the tongue of the wise is health, 

LO The lip of truth shall be established for ever; 

But the tongue of fiilsehood, but for a moment. 
!0 - Deceit is in the heart of those who contrive evil ; 

But to the oounsellora of peace shall. ho joy. 
31 Ko evil shall happen to the righteous ; 

But the wicked shaU he filled with calamity. 
i2 Fake lips are the abomination of the Lokd ; 

But they who deal truly are his delight 
is A prudent man concealeth his knowledge ; 

But the he.irt of fools proclaimeth their foolishness 
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1 Tlie hand of the diligent shall bear i-ule ; 

But the slothful shall he under tribute. 
S Anxiety ia the heart of a man howeth it dowu ; 

But a kind word maketh it glad, 
S The righteous showeth the way fo his neighbor ; 

But the way of the wicked leadeth them astray. 
7 The sIoflifHl man shall not roast his game ; 

But a precious treasure to any man is he that is diligent. 
i In the path of righteousness ia life, 

And in her pathway there is no death. 
I A wise son hsteneth to the instruction of his father ; 

But a scoffer listeneth not to rebuke. 
i By the fruit of a man's mouth he shall eat good ; 
- But the appetite of transgressor shall be sated with vio- 

i He who teepeth his mouth keepeth his life ; 

But deatruetion shall be to him who openeth wiiJe hia lips. 
t The appetite of the sluggard longeth, and hath nothing ; 

But the appetite of the diligent is fully satisfiod. 
S A righteous man hateth words of falsehood; 

But a wicked man causeth disgrace and shame. 
B Righteousness preserveth him who iis upright in his way ; 

But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 
r There is who maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing, — ■ 

"Who maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches. 
B A man's wealth is the ransom of his life ; 

But the poor man heaieth no threatenings. 
3 The light of the righteous shall rejoice ; 

But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 

By pride cometh only contention ; 
But with the well-adrised is wisdom. 

1 Wealth gotten by vanity will become small ; 
But he who gathereth it into the hand iucreascth it. 

2 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick ; 
But the desire accomplished is a tree of life. 

3 He that despiseth the word shall be destroyed ; 

But he who revereth the commandment shall be rewarded 
i . The instruction of the wise is a fountain of life ; 

By it men escape from the snares of death. 
S A good understanding winneth favor ; 

But the way of transgressors is hard. 
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} Every prudent man acteth witli knowletlge ; 

But a fool Bpreadeth abroad hia folly. 
7 A wicked messenger ialletli into trouble ; 

But a faithful ambassador is health. 
S Poverty and shame are for him who rejeeteth iostruc- 

But he that regardeth reproof shall come to honor. 
i The desire aceompliahed is sweet to the soul ; 
But it is an abomination to foob to depart from evil. 

He who walketh with wise men shall be wise ; 
But the companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

1 Calamity pursueth the wicked ; 

But the righteous is rewarded with good. 
3 The good man leaveth his substance to his children's 
children; 
Bat the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. 
3 There is much food from the fallow-ground of the 
poor; 
But there is who is brought low for want of uprightness. 

i He tliat epareth the rod hateth his son ; 
Bttt he who loveth him chaateneth him early. 

5 The rigliteous man eateth to the satisfying of his de- 

Eiit the stomach of the wicked sufFerefh want. 
I The wise woman buildeth her house ; 

But the foolish teareth it down with her hands. 
i He who walketh in nprightness feareth the Lord 5 

But he who is perverse in his ways despiseth him. 
i In the mouth of the foolish pride ia a scourge ; 

But the lips of the wise preserve them. 
i Where there are no oxen, the crib is clean ; 

But there is great increase by the strength of the ox. 

6 A faithful witness doth not lie ; 
But a false witness poureth forth lies. 

6 The scoffer seeketh wisdom, and flndetli it not ; 

But knowledge is easy to the man of understanding. 
J Go from the presence of a foolish man ; 

For thou hast not perceived in him the lips of knowledge. 
6 The wisdom of the prudent is in giving heed lo his 

But the folly of fools is deceit. 
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» Fools make a moclc at sin ; 

But with the upright is favor. 
3 The heart knoweth its owu bittemesB, 

And a stranger cannot intermeddle with its joy. 

1 The house of the wicked shall be destroyed ; 
But the tent of the upright shall flourish. 

2 There is a way wMch seemeth right to a man, 
But its end is the way to death. 

S Even in laughter tJie heart is sorrowful, 

And the end of joy ia grief. 
I The perverse in heart shall be filled with his oWn 

And from himself shall the good man be satisfied. 
B The simple man believeth every word ; 

But the pradeitt iooketh well fo lus steps. 
8 The wise man feareth, and departeth from evil ; 

Sut the ibol is haughty and coufident. 

7 He who is hasty in his anger will commit folly; 
And the man of wicked devices will ho hated. 

8 The simple inherit folly ; 

But the prudent are crowned with knowledge. 
8 The evil boW before (he good ; 
Tea, the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 

The poor is hated even by his own neiglibor i 
But the rich hath many friencla. 

1 He who despiseth his neighbor sinneth ; 
But happy is he who hath mercy on the poo!^. 

3 Do not they who deviate evil fail of their end ? 

But they who devise good meet with kindness and truth. 
;3 In all labor there is profit ; 

But the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. 
;* Riches are a crown to the wise ; 

But the promotion of fools is folly. 
15 A true witness saveth lives ; 

But a deceitful ■witness poureth forth lies. 
!e In the fear of the Losd ia strong confidence ; 

Yoa, to his children he will be a refuge. 

17 TTie fear of the Loed is a fountain of life ; 
By it men escape from the snares of death. 

18 In a numerous people is the glory of a king ; 

Bnt the want of people is the destruction of a prince. 
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9 He who is alow to anger ia of great anderatanding ; 
But he who is of a hasty spirit setteth folly on high. 

A quiet heart is the life of the flesh ; 

But the ferment of passion, is rottenness to the bones. 

1 He who oppresseth the poor reproa«heth his Maker ; 
But lie who hath mercy on the poor honoreth him. 

2 By his wickedness the wicked is thrust down ; 
But the righteous liath hope even in death. 

3 Wisdom l-esteth quietly in the heart of the wise } 
But in the breast of fools it will be made kaown. 

4 Eighteousness exalteth a people ; 
But the reproach of nations is sin. 

5 The king's favor is toward a wise servant ; 
But his wrath is against him that causeth shame. 

1 A soft answer turneth away wrath ; 

But harsh words stir np anger, 
a The tongne of the wise maketh knowledge pleasing; 

But the mouth of fools poureth forth folly. 
3 The eyes of the Lokd are in every place ; 

They heboid the evil and the good, 
i A mild tongue is a tree of life ; 

But perverseness therein is a wound in the spirit. 

5 The fool despiseth the correction of his fether ; 
But he that regardeth reproof is prudent. 

6 In the house of the righteous is much wealth ; 
But in the revenues of the wicked there is trouble. 

7 The Ups of the wise spread abroad knowledge ; 
But the heart of the foolish ia not sound. 

8 The sacriflco of the wicked is an abomination to the 

Lord ; 
But the prayer of the righteous is Iiis delight. 

9 The way of the wicked is an dbommatiou to the Lokd ; 
But him who followeth aftei righteousness he loveth, 

Sore chastisement shall be to him th^t forsaketh the 

way; 
He that hateth reproof shall die 

1 The underworld, yea, the region of death, is before the 

Loed; 
How mueh more the hearts of the sons of men ! 

2 The seoffer loveth not his reprover ; 
He will not resort to the wise. 
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A joyous heart maketh a bright countenance ; 
But by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. 

The heart of the man. of underetandiag seeketh knowl- 
edge ; 
But the mouth of fools feedeth on folly. 

The days of the afflicted are all evil ; 
But he that hath a cheerful heart hath a continual feast. 

Better is a little, with the fear of the Lokd, 
Thau much treasure, and trouble therewith. 

Better is a dinner of herbs, where there is love, 
Than a fatted os, and hatred therewith. 

The passionate man stirreth up strife ; 
But he who is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

The way of the slothful is as a hedge of thorns ; 
But thfe way of the righteous is a highway. 
20 A wise son maketh a glad fether ; 

But a foolish man despiseth his mother. 
SI Folly is joy to hira who lacketh wisdom ; 

But the man of understanding walketh uprightly. 

22 Without counsel, pians come to nought ; 

But with a multitude of counsellors they are established. 

23 A man hath joy by the aaswer of his mouth ; 
And a word in due season, how good it is ! 

24 The path of life is upward for the wise, 

So that he turneth away from the underworld beneath. 
2.1 The Loud destroyeth the house of the proud ; 

But he will establisli the border of the widow. 
29 Evil devices are an abomination to the Lord ; 

But pleasant words are pure. 
37 He who Is greedy of gain troubleth his own house ; 

But he who hateth bribes shall live. 

28 The heart of the righteous meditateth on his answer ; 
But the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things, 

29 The Lord is far irom the wicked ; 

But he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 
80 The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart. 
And good tidings make the bones fat. 

31 ■ The ear that hearkeneth to the reproof of life 
Shall dwell among the wise. 

32 He that refiiseth instruction despiseth his own life ; 
But he that hearkeneth to rebuke getteth understanding. 
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3 The fear of the Lord guideth to wisdom, 
And before honor is humility. 

1 To man belongeth the preparation of tlie heart i 
But the answer of the tongae is from the Lokd. 

2 All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes ; 
But the Lokd weigheth the spirit, 

3 Commit thy doings to the Lokd, 
And thy purposes shall be established. 

i The Lord hath ordained every thing for its end ; 

Tea, even the wicked for the day of evil. 
G Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to 
the Lord ; 

From generation to generation he shall not be unpunished. 

6 Through kindness and truth, iniquity is expiated ; 
And, through tho fear of the Lord, men depart from evil. 

7 When a man's ways please the Lord, 

He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

8 Better is a little with righteousness, 
Til an great revenues without right. 

9 The heart of man deviseth his way, 
But the Lord establisheth his steps. 

A divine sentence is upon tlie lips of a king ; 
His EQouth tranagresseth not in judgment. 

1 A just balance and scales ai-e 3ie appointment of the 

Lord ; 
All the weights of the bag are his work. 

2 The doing of wickedness is an abomination to kings ; 
For by righteousness is the throne established, 

3 Righteous lips are the delight of kings, 
And they love him who speaketh right things. 

4 The wrath of a king is messengera of death ; 
But a wise man will jMicify it. 

5 In the light of the king's countenance is life, 

And his fiivor is a like a cloud bringing the Jatter rain. 

6 How much better is it to get wisdom than gold I 

Tea, to get understanding is rather to be chosen than 
silver. 

7 It is the highway of the upright to depart irom evil ; 
Ho that taketh heed to his way preserveth his life. 

8 Pride goeth before destruction, 
And a haughty spirit before a fall. 
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9 Better is it to be of a liumljle spirit with the lowly, 
Than to share the spoil wit3i tlie proud, 

He who ^yeth heed to the word shall find good ; 
And he who truatfifch in the Lokd, happy is he! 

1 The wise in heart shall be called intdligent, 
And aweetoess of the lips iucreaaeth learning. 

3 Uiiderstandiug is a wellspring of life to him that 
hath it. 
And the chastisement of fools is thoir folly. 

3 The heart of the wise man instructeth his mouth, 
And addeth learning to his lips. 

4 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, — 
Sweet to the taste, and health to the bones. 

5 There is a way that seemeth right to a msui, 
Bat the end thereof is the way to death. 

6 The hunger of the laborer laboreth for him ; 
For Ma mouth urgetii him on. 

7 A worthless man diggeth mischief, 

And on his lips there is, as it were, a burning fire. 

8 A deceitful man starreth up strife. 
And a whisperer separateth friends. 

9 A man of yiolence enticeth his aeighbor, 
And leadetli him into a way which is not good. 

He who ahutteth his eyes to devise fraud, — 

He who compresaeth his lips, hath accomplished mis- 

1 The hoary head is a crown of glory. 

If it be found in the way of righteousness. 

2 lie who is slow to anger ia better than tlie mighty ; 
And he who ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city, 

3 The lot is cast into the lap ; 

But the whole decision thereof is from the Lord. 

1 Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, 
Than a house full of lleah-banqueta with strife. 

2 A prudent servant shall rule over a son who causeth 

shame; 
Tea, with brothers he shall share the inheritance. 

3 The refining-pot is for silver, and the fornace for gold ; 
But the Lord trieth hearts, 

i An evil doer listeoeth to misehievotts lips ; 
And a lier givcth ear to a destructive tongue. 
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i "WTioso mocfeeth the poor reproachetli his Maker ; 

He that is glad at calamities shall not go unpunished. 
J Childi'en's children are the crowa of the aged, 

Aad their fathei-s the gloj-y of sons, 
r Excellent, speech becometh not the base ; 

How much less lying lips the noble ! 
i A gift is a precioiis stone in tlie eye* of liim who 
taketh it; 

Whithersoever it tumeth, it hath success. 
) He who covereth an offence seeketli love ( 

But ho who recurreth to a matter removeth a friend. 

A reproof will penetirate deeper into a wise man 
Than a hundred stripes into a fool. 

1 An evil man seeketh only rebeUion; 

Therefore shall a cruel messenger be seat against him. 

2 Let a man meet a bear robbed of her whelps, 
Rather than a fool in his folly. 

3 "Whoso returneth evil for good, 
Evil shall not depart from his house. 

4 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water 
Therefore leave off contention before it roUeth onward. 

5 He that justifieth the wicked, 
And he that condemneth the just, 

Both alike are an abomination to the Lord. 

6 Why should a price be in the hand of a fool 
To get wisdom, seeing he hath no sense ? 

T A friend loveth at all times ; 
But in adversity he is born a brother. 

8 A man who lacketh understanding striketh hands, 
And becometh surety in the presence of his friend. 

9 He who loveth strife loveth transgression ; 
He who raiseth high his gate seeketh ruin. 

He that is of a deceitful heart shall find no good ; 
And he that turneth about with his tongue shall fall into 

mischief. 

1 Whoso begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow ; 
Yea, the iather of the fool hath no joy. 

;2 A merry heart doeth good to the body ; 

But a broken spirit drieth up the bones. 
S The wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom, 

To pei-vort the ways of judgment. 
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24 "Wisdom is before the face of liim that hath under- 



But the eyes of a fool are in tlie encls of the earth. 

35 A foolish son is a grief to hia father, 
And bitterness to her that bore him. 

36 Moreover, to punish the righteous is not good, 
Nor to smite the noble for their equity. 

27 He that spareth his words is imbued with knowledge ; 

And he that is of a cool spirit is a man of understandiitg. 
B8 Even a fool, when he is silent, m accounted wise ; 

He that shutteth his lips is a man of understanding. 

1 He who separateth himself sedceth his own desire ; 
Against all sound diseretion he rusheth on. 

2 The fool hath no delight in understaudiug, 
But rather in revealing his own mind. 

3 When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt ; 
And with baseness, shame. 

i The words of a man's mouth are deep waters, 

And the wellspriug of wisdom is an overflowing brook. 

6 It is not good to be partial to the wicked, 
So as to overthrow the righteous in judgment. 

6 The lips of a fool enter into strife. 
And his mouth calleth for blows. 

7 A fool's mouth is his destruction, 
And his lips are a snare for his life. 

8 The words of a talebearer are like sweet morsels ; 
For they go down to the innermost parts of the body. 

9 Moreover, he that is slothful in his work 
Is brother to liim that is a great waster. 

10 The name of the Lokd is a strong tower ; 
The righteous runneth to it, and is safe. 

11 The rich man's wealth is his strong city, 
And as a high wall, in his own conceit. 

12 Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty. 
And before honor is humility. 

13 He who answereth a matter before he hath heard it, 
It is folly and shame to him. 

14 The spirit of a maa will sustain hia inflrmity ; 
But a wounded spirit who can bear? 

15 The heart of the intelligent will acquire knowledge, 
And tlie car of the wise will seek knowledge. 
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le A gift maketh room for a man, 

Ajid bringeth him into the presence of the great, 
17 He that first pleadeth his cause appeareth just ; 

But his opponent coraeth, and searchetii him through. 
IB The lot causeth contentions to cease, 

And pai'teth asunder the mighty. 

19 A brother olFended is harder to be won than a strong 

city; 
Yea, their contentions are like the bars of a castie. 

20 With the fniit of a man's moutli shall his stomach be 

filled ; 
He shall be filled with tho produce of his lips. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue ; 
They that love it shall eat its fruit, 

22 He that findeth a wife findeth a blessing, 
And obtaineth favor from tlio Lord. 

23 The poor nseth entreaties ; 
But the rich answereth roughly. 

24 A man of many friends wUl show himself false ; 
Yet there is a friend who sticketh closer than a brother. 

1 Better is the poor man who walketh in his jnt«grity, 
Than he who is of false lips and a fool. 

2 Moreover, that the sou! be without knowledge is not good, 
And he that hasteth with his feet stumbleth. 

3 The folly of man destroyeth his way. 
And then his heart frett«tli against the Lokd. 

4 Wealth maketh many friends ; 

But the poor is separated from his neighbor 

6 A false witness shall not be unpunished, 

And he that speaketh lies shall not escape. 

6 Many are they who caress the noble, 

And every one is the friend of him who giveth ^fts. 

7 All the brethren of the poor man hate him ; 
How much more do his finends go lav from him ! 
He runneth after their words, — they are gone I 

8 He that getteth wisdom loveth himself; 

He that keepeth understanding shall find good. 
g A false witness shall not be unpunished, 

And lie that speaketh lies shall perish. 
10 Luxury is not seemly for a fool ; 

Much less should a servant have rule over princes. 
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I A man of nnderatanding is slow to auger; 

Yea, it is his glory to pass over an offence. 
i' The wrath of a king is like the roaring of a lion ; 

But his fevor, like dew upon the grass. 
} A foolish son is a calamity to his father, 

And the contentions of a wife are a continual droppittg. 
I Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers ; 

But a prudent wife is from the Lokd, 
5 Slothfalness casteth into a deep sleep, 

And the Idle person shall suffer hunger. 
B He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his life ; 

But he that neglecteth his ways shall die. 

7 He who hath pity on the poor lendeth to the Lord, 
And that which he giveth will he repay him. 

8 Cliasten thy son because there is hope, 
But let not thy soul desire to slay him. 

9- A man of great wrath will suffer punishment ; 
For if thou deliver him, yet must thou do it again. 

Listen to counsel and. receive instruction, 
That thou mayst be wise in thy latter years. 

1 Many are liie devices in the heart of a man ; 
Bat the purpose of the Lokd, that shall stand. 

2 The charm of a man is his kindness ; 
And better is a poor man than a liar. 

3 The fear of the Lord tendeth to life, 
And he that hath it shall abide satisfied ; 
He shall not be visited wi^h evQ. 

4 The slothful man dippeth his hand into the dish : 
He doih not bring it back even to his mouth. 

5 Strike the scoffer, and the simple will become prudent ; 
Eeprove a man of understanding, and he will discern 

knowledge. 

6 The son that cauaefh shame and disgrace doeth violence 

to hb father, 

And chaseth away his mother. 
:7 Cease, my son, to listen to the instruction 

That cauaeth thee to wander from the words of knowledge ! 
;8 A worthless witness sooffeth at jastice, 

And the mouth of the wicked swsJloWeth don n iniquity. 

9 Punishments are prepared for scoffers, 
And stripes for the back of fools. 
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L Wine is a mooter, strong drink a brawler, 

And lie that reeleth with it is not wise, 
a The terror of a king is like the roaring of a lion ; 

He who provolteth him sinneth against himself. 
J It ia an honor to a man to cease from strife ; 

But every fool rusheth into it. 
1 The sluggard will not plough by reason of Uie cold ; 

Therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. 
5 A design in the heart of a man is like deep waters ; 

But a man of nndei-s landing draweth it out. 
S Many will proclaim their own kindness ; 

But a faithful man who can find? 
1 He who walketh in Jus integrity is a righteous man ; 

Happy will be his children after him I 

8 The king, sitting upon the throne of judgment, 
Scattereth with hia eyes all the wicked like chaff. 

9 Who can say, " I have kept my heart clean ; 
I am free from my sin ? " 

Divers weights and divers measures, — 
Both of them are an ahomination to the LoJtD. 

11 Even in childhood one maketh himself known by h a 
doings, 
Whether his actions will be pure and right. 

1 The ear that heareth, and the eye tliat seeth, — 
The LoED made tliem both. 

) Love not sleep, lest then come to poverty ; 

Open thine eyes, and thou sha,lt be satisfied with bread, 
t " Bad ! bad ! " saith tlie buyer ; 

Bat when he hath gone his way, then he boasteth. 
S There is gold and abundance of pearls ; 

But ^e lips of knowledge are a precious vase. 
S Take his garment who is surety for another ; 

Yea, take a pledge of him who is bound for a stranger. 

7 The bread of falsehood is sweet to a man ; 
But afterwards his mouth is filled with gravel. 

8 Purposes are established by counsel ; 
Therefore with gooiJ advice make war, 

9 He who goeth about as a tale-bearer revealeth secrets ; 
Therefore associate not with him who keepeth open his lipa. 

Whoso curseth his father or his mother, 
His lamp shall be put out in midnight dai'kness. 
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21 A possessiott may be gotten hastily in fJie beginiiing, 

But in the end it will not be blessed, 
33 Say not thou, " I will repay evil ; " 

Wait on the Lord, and he will help thee. 
23 Divers weights are an abomination to the LosD, 

And a false balance is not good. 
M A man's steps are from the Lokd ; 

How, then, can a man nnderstand his way ? 
25 It is a snare to a man to uttev a vow rashly, 

And after vows to consider. 
2S A wise king scattereth the wicked like chaff, 

And bringeth over them the wheel. 
37 The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord, 

"Which searchedi all the inner chambers of his body. 
23 Mercy and tnitU preserve the king ; 

Yea, his thi-one is upholden by mercy, 
29 The glory of young men is their strength. 

And the beauty of old men is the gray head. 
80 Wounding stripes are the remedy for a bad man ; 

Tea, stripes whidi reach to the inner chambers of the body. 

1 As streams of water, 

So is the heart of the king in the hand of the Lord ; 
He tumeth it wliitliersoever he will. 

2 Al! the ways of a man are right in his own eyes ; 
But the Lord weigheth the heart. 

3 To do justice and equity 

Is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
i The lofty look, the proud heart. 

The lamp- of the wicked, is ruin. 
8 The plans of the diligent tend only to plenty ; 

But the hasty hasteneth only to want. 

6 Tlie getting of treasures by a false tongue 
Is the fleeting breath of them that seek death. 

7 The rapine of the wicked shall snatch them away. 
Because they refiise to do justice. 

8 The way of the guilty man ia crooked ; 
But he that is pure, his doings are right. 

9 Better is it to dwell in a corner of the housetop 
Than with a brawling woman in a large house. 

10 The soul of the wicked longeth to do evil ; 
Ilis noiglibor findeth no compassion in his eyes. 
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1 WTien the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise ; 
When the wise man is taught, he receiveth knowledge. 

2 The righteous man hath regard to the house of tha 

wicked ; 
He casteth the wicked headlong into ruin. 

3 Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
He also shall cry aloud, but shall not be heard. 

i A gift in secret pacifleth anger ; 

And a present in the bosom, strong wrath, 
e To do justice shall be joy to the righteous ; 

But destruction is for them that do iniquity. 

6 A man who wandereth from the way of discretion 
Shall rest iu the assembly of the dead; 

7 He that loveth pleasure will be a poor man ; 
He that loveth wine and oil will not be rich. 

8 The wicked shall he a ransom for the righteous ; 
And in the room of the upright shall be the transgressor. 

9 It is better fo dwell in a desert land 
Than with a contentious and fretful woman. 

Precious treawre and oil are in the dwelling of the wise ; 
But the foolish man awalloweth them up. 

1 He who followeth after righteousness and mercy 
Shall find life, prosperity, and honor, 

2 A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, 
And bringeth down the strength in which it trusted. 

3 Whoso keopeth his mouth and his tongue 
iCeepeth his soul froiii trouble. 

i The proud and haughty, — scoffer is his name ; 

He acteth with haughty arrogance. 
a The desire of the sluggard will destroy him ; 

For his hands refuse to lah&r. 

6 The covetous man coveteth all the day long ; 

But the righteous man giveth, and doth not withhold. 

7 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination ; 

How much more when he bringeth it with an evil design I 

8 A false witness shaD perish ; 

But a man that hearkenefh shall speak forever. 

9 The wicked man hardeneth ids face; 
But the upright directeth his way. 

Wisdom is nothing, and understanding is nothing, 
And devices are nothing, against the Lord. 
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31 The horsG is prepared for the day of batile ; 
But victory is from the Lord. 

1 A good name is rather to be chosen than great riclies j 
And better is good-will than silver and gold. 

2 Tbe ricb and the poor meet together ; 
The Lord is the Maker of them all. 

3 The prudent man seeth the evil, and hideth himself ; 
But the simple rush OU) and are punished. 

i By humility and the fear of the Lord 

Axe riches and honor and life. 
Thorns and snares are in the way of the deceitful j 

He that will preserve his life will be far from them. 

6 Ti'ain up a diild in accordance with his way, 
And when he is old he will not depart from it, 

7 The rich ruleth over the poor. 

And the borrower is servant to the lender. 
6 He who soweth iniquity shall reap calamity, 

And the rod of his punishment is prepared. 
D He who hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed. 

Because he giveth of his bread to the poor. 

10 Cast out the scoffer, and contention will go out; 
Tea, sti'ife and reproach will cease. 

11 He who loveti purity of heart, 

Grace is upon his lips, and the king will be his friend. 

12 The eyes of the Lord watch over knowledge ; 
But he overthroweth the words of tbe treacherous. 

13 The slothful man aaith, " There is a lion without j 
I shall be slain in the streets." 

14 The mouth of strange women is a deep pit ; 

He with whom the Lord ia angry shall iali therein. 
16 FoUy is bound to tbe heai't of a child ; 

But the rod of correction will drive it fer from him. 
16 He that oppi-essetb the poor to increase his wealth, 

Aud he tliat giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want 
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Other Proyerlia. — Chap. SXIL IT-XXIV. 22. 

17 Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, 
And give heed to my instruction 1 

18 For it will be a pleasant thing, if thou keep them in thy 

boaom, 
When they are altogether established upon thy lips. 

19 That thy trust may be in the Lord, 

I have thia day given to thee instruction, yea, to thee. 
30 Behold, I liave written lo thee excellent things 

Concerning counsel and knowledge ; 
21 That I may make thee know rectitude, and words of trath ■ 

That thou mayst bring back words of truth to them thai 



22 Eob not the poor man, because he is poor, 
NoE crush thou the destitute at the gate ; 

23 For the Lord will maiafain their cause, 
And despoil their spoilers of life. 

21 Make no friendship with a passionate man. 
Nor be the companion of a man prone to wrath ; 

25 Lest thou learn Ha ways. 
And take to thyself » snare. 

36 Be not thou one of those who strike hands, — 
Of thjse who are sureties for debts. 

27 When thou hast nothing to pay, 

Why should thy bed be taken from under thee ? 

28 Remove not the ancient landmark, 
Which thy fathers have made. 

29 Secst thou a man diligent in his business ? 
He shall be the minister of kings; 

He shall not serve obscure men. 
1 When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, 

Consider well what is before thee ; 
3 For thou wilt put a knife to thy throat. 

If thou art a man given to appetite 1 
3 Long not for his dainties, 

For they are deceitful meat. 
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4 Toil not to become rich ; 
Cease from this, thy wisiSom. 

6 Wilt thou let thine eyes fly toward thorn ? Ttey are gone ! 
For riches truly make to themselves wings ; 

They fly away like the eagle toward heaven. 
e Eat not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, 
And long not for his dainties ; 

7 For as he thinketh in his heait, so is he. 
" Eat and drink ! " eaith he to thee ; 
But hia heart is not with thee. 

8 The morsel, which thou haat eaten, thou shalt vomit up ; 
And thou wilt have thrown away thy sweet words. 

6 Speak not in the ears of a fool ; 

For he will despise tlie wisdom of thy words. 

10 Remove not the ancient landmark. 

And enter not into the fields of the fatherless I 

11 For their avenger is mighty ; 

He wilt maint^n their cause against thee. 

13 Apply thy heart fo instruction. 

And thine ears to the words of knowledge. 
IS Withhold not correction fi-ora a child ; 

If thou heat him with the rod, he will not die. 

14 Beat him thyself with the rod. 

And thou shalt rescue him from the anderworld. 

15 My son, if thy heart be wise, 
My heart shall rejoice, evea mine ; 

16 Yea, my reins shall exult. 
When thy lip.s speak right things. 

17 Let not thy heart envy sinners. 

But continue .thou in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long; 

18 For surely there shall be a reward, 

And thine expectation shall not be cut off. 

19 Hear thou, my son, and be wise; 
And let thy heart go forward in the way 1 

20 Be not thou among winebibbers, 
And riotous eaters of flesh ; 

31 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come fo poverty, 
And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags. 

83 Hearken to thy father, who hegat thee. 
And despise not thy mother when she is old. 
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23 Buy the trutli, and sell it not ; 

Buy wisdom and instruction and understanding. 
21 The father of a righteous man shall greatly rejoice ; 

Tea, lie who begetteth a wise child shall have joy i 

25 Let thy father and thy mother have joy ; 
Yea, let her that bore thee rejoice ! 

26 My son, give me thy heart. 

And let thine eyes observe my ways ! 

27 For a harlot is a deep ditch ; 

Tea, a strange woman is a narrow pit. 

28 Like a robber she lieth in wait. 

And increaseth tJie treacherous among men. 

29 Who hath woe ? Who hath sorrow ? 
Who contentions ? Who anxiety ? 

Who wounds without cause? Who dimness of eyes? 

30 They that tarry long at the wine ; 
They that go in to seek mized wine. 

81 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
"When it sparkleth in the cup. 
When it goeth down smoothly. 

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stiiigeth like an adder. 

33 Thine eyes wiH look upon strange women. 
And thy heart will utter perverse things. 

&i Yea, thou shalt be as one that lieth down in llie midst o 
the sea, 
And as one that lieth down upon the top of a maat. 
83 They have stricken me [shalt thou say], — I suffered n 

They have beaten me, — I felt it not ! 

When shaO I awake ? I will seek it yet again. 

1 Be not thou envious of wicked men, 
And desire not to be with them I 

2 For their heart studieth destruction, 
And their lips speak miscMef. 

3 Through wisdom is a house builded, 
And by understanding is it established; 

4 Yea, by knowledge are the chambers filled 
With all precious and goodly substance. 
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The wise man is strong; 

Tea, tlie nian of understanding estalilislioth his strengtli. 

6 For hy wise counsel shall thou make war, 

And by the multitude of counsellors cometh success. 

7 Wisdom is too high for the fool ; 
He openeth not his mouth at ihe gate. 

8 He that deviseth to do evil 
Shall be called mischief-master. 

9 The purpose of folly is sin ; 

And a scoffer is an abomination to men. 

10 If thy spirit faint in the day of adversity, 
Faint will be thy strength. 

11 Deliver thou those who are dragged to death, 

And those who totter to the slaughter, — keep them 

13 If thou sayat, " Behold, we knew it not ! " 
Doth not be that weigheth the beart observe it r 
Yea, he tbat keepeth thy soul knoweth it. 
And he will render to ov^ry niaa ajxording to his 
works. 

13 Eat honey, my son, for it is good, 

And the houeycorab, which is sweet to thy taste ; 

14 So learn thou wisdom for thy soul ! 

When thou hast found it, there shall be a reward, 
And thy expectation shall not be cut off, 

15 Plot not, wicked man ! against the habitation of the 

righteous ; 
Spoil not his resting-place! 

16 For tioagh the righteous feU seven times, yet shall he rise 

up again ; 
But the wicked shall fell into mischief. 
IT Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 

And let not tliy heart be glad when he stumbleth ; 

18 Lest the Lord see, and it diapleaae him, 
And he turn away his anger from him. 

19 Fret not thyself on account of evil men. 
Neither be thou envious of the wicked ; 

30 For there shall be no posterity to the evil man ; 
The lamp of the wicked shall be pat out 
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21 My son, fear thou the TjOKd and the king; 

And mingle not with them that are ^ven to change ! 
32 For their calamity shall rise up suddenly, 

And their rain, coming from them both, in a moment. 



XIV. 

Other Proverbs — Chap. XSIV. 23-34. 

23 TuESE aho are worda of tte wise. 

It is not good to have respect of persona in judgment. 

24 He that BMth to the wicked, "Thou art righteoua," 
Him aliall the people curse ; 

Nations shall abhor him. 
26 But it shall be well with them that punish him, 

And the blessing of "prosperity shall come upon them. 

26 He that givetb. a right answer 
Eisseth the lips. 

27 Arrange thy work without, 
And prepare it in thy field: 
Afterwards thou mayst build thy house. 

28 Be not a witness without cause against thy neighbor, 
And deceiye not with thy lips. 

39 Say not, "As he hath done to me. 

So will I do to him ; 

I will render to the man according to his doings." 
30 I passed by the field of the sloSiftil, 

And by the vineyard of the man void of understanding, 
81 And, lo ! it was all overgrown with thorns, 

And the face thereof was covered with nettles, 

And the atone wall thereof was broken down. 
32 Then I saw, and considered it well ; 

I looked upon it, and received instruction. 
83 "A little sleep, a little slumber ! 

A little folding of the hands to rest ! " 
3i So shall poverty come upon thee like a highwayman; 

Tea, want like an armed man. 
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Otlier rroverbs.— Chap. XXV.-XXIX. 
I These also are proverbs of Solomon, wMch the men. 

of Hezekiah, ting of Judali, collected. 
a It is the glory of God to conceal a thing ; 

But it is the glory of kings to aeai'ch out a matter. 

5 As the heavens for their height, 
And as the earth for its depth, 

So is the heart of kings uuseaxchable 1 
i Take away the drosa from the sOver, 
And there will come forth a vesael for the founder ; 

6 Take away the wicked man from the presence of the 

king, 

And his throne will be established by righteousness, 
fl Put not thyself forth in tho presence of the kmg, 

Kor set thyself in the place of the great ; 
I For better is it that oue should say to thee, 

" Come up liithev ! " 

Than that he should put thee in a lower place, 

In the presence of the prince whom thme eyes behold, 

8 Go not forth hastily to engage in a suit, 
Lest thou know not what to do in the end of it, 
When thine adversary hath put thee to shame. 

9 Maintain thy caase with thine adversary. 
But reveal not another's secret ; 

10 Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, 
And thy infamy depart not from thee. 

11 A word spoken in season 

Is like apples of gold in figured-work of silver. 

12 As a ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold. 
So is a wise reprover to an attentive ear. 

13 As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, 

So is a faithful messenger to them that send him ; 
For he refresheth the spirit of his masters. 

14 As clouds and wind without rain, 

So is the man that boasteth falsely of giving. 
IB By long forbearing is a prince appeased ; 
And a soft tongue broaketh hones. 
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16 Hast thou ibimd toney? eat what is sufficient for 

Lest thou be surfeited with it, and vomit it up. 

17 liCt thy foot he seldom, in the house of thy friend, 
Lest he be surfeited with thee and hate thee. 

18 A hattle-hammer, and a sword, and a sharp arrow, 

Is the man who beareth false witness against hia neighbor. 

19 Aa a broken tooth, and a wavering foot, 

So is trust in an unfaithfn! man in time of trouble. 

20 As he that t^keth off a garment on a cold day, 
As vinegar upon nitre, 

So is he that singeth songs to a heavy heart. 
31 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ; 

Aud if he be thirsty, give him water to drink ; 
22 For thou wilt heap coals of fire upon his head. 

And the LoKD will reward thee. 
as As the north wind bringeth forth rain. 

So a backbiting tongue maketh an angry countenance. 
24 Better is it to dwell ia a comer of the housetop, 

Than with a quarrelsome woman in a large house, 
as As cold water to the thirsty. 

So is good news from a fer country. 
26 As a troubled foimtain, and as a corrupted spring, 

So is a righteous man falling before tlic wicked. 
3T To eat much honey is not good ; 

So the search of high things is weariness, 
as As a city broken through and without a wall. 

So is he that hath no rule over his spirit. 
1 As snow in summer, and aa rain in harvest. 

So honor is not becoming to a fool. 

3 As the sparrow wandereth, and the swallow flieth 

So the curse without cause shall not come. 
8 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass. 
And a rod for the back of the fool. 

4 Answer not a fool aflcoi'ding to his folly, 
Let thou also become like to him. 

fl Answer a fool accoi-ding to his folly, 

Lest he be wise in his own conceit. 
6 He cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage, 

Who sendelii a message by the hand of a fool. 
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7 The logs of a, lame man hang loose ; 

So is it with a proverb ja the moutli of fools. 

8 As be wlio bindeth a stone in a sling, 
So is he that giveth honor to a fool. 

9 As a thorn lifted np by the hand of a drunkard, 
So is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

10 As an archer who woundeth every one, 

8o is he who hireth fools and hireth wayfarers. 

11 As a dog returneth to that which he hath vomited, 
So a fool repeatetli his folly. 

12 Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit ? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

13 The slothful man saitb, " There is a lion in the way. 
There is a lion in the streets." 

11 As a door turneth upon its hinges, 

So doth the sluggard upon his bed. 
18 The sluggard dippeth his hand into the dish ; 

It grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth, 

16 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit 
Than seven men who can render a reason. 

17 As one that taketh a dog by the ears. 

So ia he who, passing by, is enraged on account of th< 
quarrel of another. 

18 As a madman 

That caateth about darte, arrows, and death, 

10 So is the man who deceiveth his neighbor, 
And saith, " Was I not in sport ? " 

30 Where there is ao wood, the fire goeth out ; 

So, where there is no talebearer, contention ceaaeth. 

31 As coal is for heat, and as wood for fire, 
So is a coofentions man for kindling strife. 

S3 The words of a talebearer are like dainties ; 

For they go down to the innermost parts of the body, 

23 As drossy silver spread over an earthen vessel, 
So are warm lips and an evil heart. 

24 The hater dissembleth with his lips. 
And layeth up deceit within him. 

as When he speaketh fair, believe him not ! 

For there are seven abominations in his heart. 
26 His hatred is covered by deceit ; 

His wickedness shall be revealed in the great assembly. 
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2T He that di^eth a pit shall fall therein ; 

And he that rolleth a stODe, it shall return upon him. 
28 A lying tongae hateth those whom it woundeth, 

And a flattering mouth worketh ruin. 

1 Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; 

For thou knoweet not what a day may hring forth ! 

2 Let anotlier man pi-aise thee, and not thine owa 

mouth ; 

A stranger, and not thine own lips. 
8 A stone is heavy and sand is weighty ; 

But a fool's wrath is heavier than botii. 
4 Wrath is cruel, and anger overwhelming ; 

But who is able to stand before jealousy ? 
Better is open rebuke 

Than love kept concealed. 
e Faithful are die wounds of a friend ; 

But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful, 

7 He who is fed to the full loatlieth the honeycomb; 
But to the hungry any bitter thing is sweet. 

8 As a bird that wandereth from its nest, 
So is a man who wandereth from his pla«e. 

9 Oil and perfume gladden the heart; 
Sweet also is one's Eieiid by hearty counsel, 

10 Thine own friend and thy father's friend forsake not ; 
And go not into thy brother's honae in the day of thy 

calamity. 
Better is a neighbor that la near, tlian a brother far off. 

11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, 

That I may give an answer to him that reproacheth 

13 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; 
The simple pass on, and are punished. 

18 Take his garment who is surety for another ; 

Yea, take a pledge of him who is bound for a stranger. 

14 He who bleaseth his neighbor with a loud voice, rising 

early for it, 
It shall be accounted to him as a curse. 

15 A continual dropping in a very rainy day 
And a quarrelsome wife are alike. 

16 He who restraineth her restraiaeth the wind ; 
And his riglit hand layeth hold of oil. 
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17 Ii-on sharpenelh ii'oii ; 

So one man sharpeneth, the face of another. 

18 He that watchetU the fig-tree shall eat its fruit; 

So he that is careftil for his master shall come to honor. 
la As in water fiice answereth to face, 

So doth the heart of man to man. 
30 The realms of the dead are never full ; 

So the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

21 The refining-pot is for silver, and tho fiinaace for 

gold; 
So let a man he to the mouth that givoth him praise. 

22 Though thou shouldst beat a fool in a mortar, 
Among bruised wheat, with a pestle, 

Yet will not hia folly depart from him. 

23 Be thou diligent to know the state of tliy flocks. 
And look well to thy herds ! 

24 For riches last not for ever ; 

Not even a crown endureth fram generation to generation. 

25 The hay disappeareth, and the tender grass showeth iteel^ 
And tlie herbage of the mountains is gathered in. 

26 The lambs are thy clothing, 

Aiid the goats the price of thy field. 

27 There is goat's milk enough for thy food, 
For the food of thy household, 

And for the sustenance of thy maidens. 

1 The wicked flee when no one pursnelh ; 
But tlie righteous is as bold as a lion, 

2 Through the transgression of a land many are its rulers ( 
But through men of prudence and understanding the 

prince shall live long. 
8 A poor man who oppresseth the needy 

Is a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. 
4 They who forsake the law praise the wicked ; 

But they who keep the law contend with them. 
B Wicked men understand not equity; 

But they who seek the Lord understand all things. 

6 Better is a poor man who walketh in uprightness, 
Than he who is perverse in his ways, though ho be rich. 

7 He that keepeth the law is a wise son ; 

But he that is the companion of prodigals bringeth shame 
on his father. 
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i He that increaaeth his substance hy usurious gain 

Gatliereth it for him who wili pity the poor. 
} He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, 

Even hia prayer sliall be an abomination. 
a He that causeth the righteous to go asti-a/ in an evil way 

Shall himself fell into his own pit ; 

But the upright shall have good things in possession. 

1 The ridi man is wise in has own conceit ; 

But the poor man, who hath understanding, will search 
him through, 

2 When the righteous rejoice, there b great gloi7ing ; 
But, when the wicked are exalted, men hide themselves. 

S He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; 

But he that confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. 
t Happy the man who feareth always ! 

But he who hardeneth his heai-t shall fell into mischie£ 
5 As a roaring lion and a hungry bear. 

So is a wicked ruler over a needy people. 
B The prince who is weak in understanding is great in 



But he who hateth unjust gain shall prolong his days. 
T A man who is burdened with life-blood — 

Let him flee to the pit I let no man stay him ! 
S He who waiketh uprightly shall be safe ; 

But he who is perverse in his ways shall fell at once. 
J He who tilleth his land shall have bread enough; 

And he that followeth after worthless persons shall have 
poverty enough. 
3 A faifliful man shall abound with blessings ; 

But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not go unpun- 

l To have respect (o persons is not good ; 

Since for a piece of bread that man will transgress. 
i He who hath an evil eye hasfeth after wealth, 

And considereth not that poverty will come upon him. 
3 He who rebuketb a man shall afterwards iind fi.vor 

More than he who flattereth with his tongue, 
i Whoso stealeth from his fatlier or his mother. 

And saith, " It is no transgresaion," 

The same is the companion of a robber. 
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6 He who is of a proud heart stirreth «p strife ; 
But he that tnisteth in the Lord shaU be ricli. 

(i He who trastefh in his own understancliiig is a fool ; 
But he who waJketh wisely shall be delivered. 

7 He who giveth to the poor shall not want ; 

But he that hidetli his eyes shall have many a curse. 

8 When the wicked are exalted, men hide themselves ; 
But, when they perish, the rjgliteons increase, 

L He who, heiug often i-eproved, hardeneth his neck, 

ShaU suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 
i When the righteous ai-e powerful, the people rejoice ; 

But when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. 
3 He who loveth wisdom rejoieeth his fether ; 

But he who is a companion of harlots destroyeth his sub- 
stance. 
1 A king by equity estahlisheth a land ; 

But he who receiveth gifts over throw eth it. 
J A man who flatterelii his neighbor 

Spreadeth a net for his feet. 
J In the transgression of a wicked man there is a snare ; 

But the righteous shall sing and rejoice, 
r A righteous man careth for the cause of the poor ; 

A wicked man discernetli not knowledge. 
S Scoffers kindle a city into a flame ; 

But wise men pacify wrath. 
} If a wise man contend in a cause with a fool, 

Whedier he rage or laugh, there will be no rest. 
a The bloodthirsty man hateth the upright ; 

But the righteous seek to preserve his life. 
1 A fool letteth all his anger come out ; 

But a wise man keepeth it back. 
i If a ruler listen to words of ialsehood. 

All his servants become wicked. 
3 The poor man and the oppressor meet together : 

The LoKD giveth light to tiie eyes of them both. 
i The king that judgeth the poor with uprightness, 

His throne shall be established for ever. 
S The rod and reproof give wisdom ; 

But a child left to himsdf bringeth shame to his mother. 
S When, the wicked are powerful, transgression increasethj 

But tlie righteous shall see tlieir fall. 
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r Chastise thy son, and he will give thee rest ; 

Tea, he will give delight to thy soul. 
i \VTiere there ia no vision, the people become unraly ; 

But he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 
3 A servant will not he corrected by words ; 

For, though he understand, he will not ohey. 
) Seest thoa a man hasty in his words ? 

There is more hope of a fool than of him. 
1 He that bringeth up his servant delicately from child- 
Shall have him become a son at the last. 
a An angcy man stdrreth up strife. 

And a passionate man aboundeth in transgression. 
3 A man's pride will bring him low ; 

But he that is of a humble spirit shaD obtain honor. 
1 He who shareth with a thief hateth himself: 

He heareth the curse, but maketh no discovery. 

5 The fear of man bringeth a snare ; 

But whoso putf«th his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 

6 Many are they who seek the ruler's favor ; 
But every man's judgment cometh from the Lord. 

7 As the unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, 
So Ihe upright in his way is an abomination to the wicked. 



The words of Agur. — Chap. XXX, 
1 Tub words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, even his pi-oph- 

ecy ; the inspired utterance of the man to Ithiel, even to 

Ithiel and UcaJ. 
3 Truly I am more stupid than any man ; 

There is not in me the understanding of a man. 
3 I have not learned wisdom. 

Nor have I gained the knowledge of the Most HcJy. 
i Who hath gone up into heaven and come down ? 

Who hath gathered the wind in his fists ? 

Who hath bound up the waters in a garment ? 

Who hath established all tlie ends of the earth ? 

What is his name, and what his son's came, if thou 
kuowest ? 
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c Every word of God is pore; 

A shield ia he to them that put their tmst ii 

6 Add not to hia words. 

Lest he rebuke thee, and thou be found a lii 

7 Two things do I ask of thee ; 
■Withhold them not fixmi me, before 1 die I 

8 Remove far from me felsehood and lies ; 
Give me neither poverty nor riches ; 
Feed me with the food which it 

9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, 
And say, " "Who is the Lokd ? " 
Or lest I be poor, and steal, 
And violate the name of my God. 



IX There is a class of men that curse their father 
And do not bless their mothers. 

12 There is a class who are pure in their own eyes, 
And yet are not washed from their filthiness. 

13 There is a class, — how lofty are their eyes. 
And how are their eyelids lifted up ! 

14 There is a class, whose teeth are swords. 
And their jaw-teeth knives. 

To devour the poor from off the earth, 
And the needy from among men. 

15 The vampire hath two daughters ; 
" Give ! g^ye I " [is their cry.] 

There are tliree things which are never satisfii 
Tea, four which say not, " Enough ! " 
J6 The underworld, and the barren womb ; 
The earth, which is not satiated with water. 
And fire, which never saith, " It is enough ! " 

17 The eye that mocketh at a father, 
And scometh to obey a mother, 
The ravens of the vaUey shall pick it out. 
And tlie young eagles shall eat it. 
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19 The track of aa eagle in the air, 
Tlie track of a serpent upon a rock, 
The track of a ship ia tlie midst of the sea, 
And the track of a man widi a maid. 

20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman ; 
She eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 
And saith, " I have done nothing wrong." 

21 Under three things ia the earth disquieted ; 
Tea, under four it cannot bear up : 

22 Under a servant when he becometh a king, 
And a fool when he is fiUed with bread ; 

23 Under an odious woman when she becometh a w 
And a handmaid when she becometh heir to hor 

24 There are four thmga which are small upon the earth, 
Tet are they wise, instructed in wisdom. 

2a The ants are a people not strong, 

Yet they prepare in the summer their food. 

26 The conies are a feeble people, 

Yet do they make their houses in the rocks. 

37 The locusls have no king, 

Tet do they all go forth in bands. 

38 The lizard seizeth with its hands, 
And is in king's palaces. 

29 These three have a graceful step; 

Yea, four are graceful in their walk : 
SO The lion, the hero among beasts, 

Which tumeth not back for any ; 
81 The loin-girded war-horse, the he-goat, 

And a king who cannot be withstood. 

32 If thou hast been foolish in Ming thyself up, 

And hast meditated evil. 

Put thy hand on thy mouth ! 
83 For, aa the pressing of mOk brmgeth forth cheese. 

And as the pressing of the nose bringeth forth blood, 

So the pressing of anger bringeth forth sti'ife. 
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Adrfee ^ven to a king. — Chap. XXXI. 1-9. 

1 The words given to King Lemuel; tlie propliecy which 
his mother taught him. 

2 What, O my son ! and what, eon of my womb ! 
Yea, what, O son of my vows ! [shall I say to thee ?] 

8 Give not ihy strength to women. 

Nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings ! 
4 It is not for kings, Lemuel I — 

It is not for kings to drink wine, 

Nor for princes to desire strong drink; 
6 Liest they drink, and forget the law, 

And pervert the rights of any of the afflicted. 

6 Give strong di-ink to him who ia ready to perish, 
And wine to him that hath a heavy heart ; 

7 Let him drink and forget his poverty, 
And remember his misery no more I 

8 Open thy mouth for the dumb, 
In the cause of every orphan I 

9 Open thy mouth, judge righteously. 

And maintain the cause of the poor and needy ! 



Cbaracter of a good wife. — Chap. XXXI 

10 Wno can find a capable woman? 
Her worth is far above pearls. 

11 The heart of her husband trusteth in hei 
And he is in no want of gain. 

12 She doeth him good, and not evil, 
AU the days of her life. 

13 She seekedi wool and flax, 

And worketh willingly with her hands. 

14 She is lite the merchants' ships ; 
She bringeth her food fi-om afar. 

15 She riseth while it is yet night, 
And giveth food to her family. 
And a task to lier maidens. 
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16 She layetli a plan for a field, and bayeth it; 

With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 

17 She ^rdeth her loins with strength, 
And maketh strong her arms. 

18 She perceiveth how pleasant is her gain, 
And her lamp is not estingaiahed in the night. 

19 She putteth forth her hands to the distaff. 
And her hands take hold of the spindle. 

20 She spreadeth out her hand to the poor, 

Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 

21 She hath no fear for her household on account of the snow, 
For all her household are clothed with crimson. 

Ea She mateth for herself coverlets ; 

Her. clothing is of fine Iben and pnrple. 
23 Her husband is known in the gates, 

When he sitteth with the eldei-s of the land. 
Si She maketh linen garments and selleth them, 

And delivereth gii-dles to the merchant. 

29 Strength and honor are her clothing ; 
And she laugheth at tlie days to come. 

26 She openeth her month wilJi wisdom, 
And Mnd instruction is upon her tongue. 

27 She lookcth well to the ways of her household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness. 

28 Her cliildren rise np, and eitol her ; 
Her husband, and pr^seth her, [sayingj 

39 " Many daughters have done virtuously, 
But thou excellest them all." 

30 Grace is deceitful, and beauty vain ; 

But the woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 
81 Give ye her of the fruit of her hands, 
And let her works praise her in the gates. 
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Ps. I, 

Tajs psalm sets forth, in vivid and pictureeqae descripUon, the happi- 
ness of the righteous and the taJEery of tlie widced. J( is quite » 
probable supposition, tliat it was prefixed b? one of the compiler of 
the Psalms (see p. 31, &u.), as an introduction to his colleution. This 
may be the reason, that m some manuscripts it seems not to have 
been nuui):«i'ed witli the other psalms, and in others to have been 
united with the second psalm. 

The promises of the Jewish religion, limited as tliey are to Oie 
present world, are 1o be regarded as statements of what is generally 
true, or of what is the tendency of piety and virtue, other things beinK 
equal. Otir Saviour, in hia Instructions, mekes much less acuouat of 
outward good-tban the Jew s nn *» He had meat to give, as well 
as to eat, which tlie n d kn w no f He promises bis followem 
somediuig better than e gih day o riches and lionors, — atreas- 
ure whicli the world can n th g e n r take away ; namely, riclies 
of the soul, a heart a p w tc 11 and with Giod, a conscious- 
ness of the divine & nd a pe extending into eternity ; in a 
word, spiritual and e er as g e 

1. — wiunsei; i.e., h purpose plan of life. 

8. — like a tree. In a untr_ w e water was scarce, and the 
trees and herbs were often parched with heat, this image vies mote 
strikiog flian it can appear to us, who live in a chmate where the trees 
are usually green, wherever they stand. (See Busli's Illustrations, ad 
loc.) 

6. — shall not stand. This may be understood in a general sense, 
that the wicked shall fall into ruin ; or, in a legal sense, that they shall 
Ihil in their cause. — in judgment; i.e., when they are judged by tho 
Almighty. The allusion is to those signal seasons of retribution with 
which Divine Providence visits evil-doers in this world. (Comp. Isa. 
iii. 14; Mai. iii. 5; Job ail. 29.) — in the assembly of ihejwt; I.e., in 
aie assembly of the righteous Israelites, who are preservei^and blessed 
by the Almighty, the wicked shall not be found, having been separated 
there&om by ^e just judgments of God. (Comp. Isa. i. 24-28; iv. 

2-e.) 

6. — hnmvelh; i.e., he ia well acquainted with tlie lighleons, and 
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Ps. n. 

This psalm purports to have been compoaed by a iirg, soon after 
his inauguration to his offloe. He is fiill of pious oonfitlenoe in God. 
03 liaring appointed liim to his high deslaiiy. He feela himself to be 
the eartlily representative of Jehovah, and regards the attempts of 
subject nations lo throw off hia yoke as ounces against his God. The 
sentimeots which he expresses are not very difibrent from those which 
liave been entertained by modern tin^ and their supporters, thongli 
the langu^:e is peuuliar to a king of Israel, an Eastern monarch of a 
peculiar veligious faith. The young ting feels sure, that the attenipts 
of his enemies — being offeniss against Jehovah as well as himself, 
the anuinted vicegerent of Jehovah — vih be frustrated, and that he 
shall be signally victorious over them all. He earnestly adnionislios 
the insurgents to desist from their rebellious attempts, and put them- , 
selves under the protection of Jehovah by paying hinnage to his 
earHily representalive, before they should feel the eiiiiuts of his an- 

The language of the psalm in ver. 7 evidently implies, that tha 
writer of the psalm is the king who is the subject of it, whether it 
be David or some other Jewish king. Tlie rebellion deacribed in it is 
also represented as existog in the time of the writer. It is only in a 
tjFpical sense, tlierefore, that Christ and hia kingdom van be regarded 
as tiie sultjectof the psalm. This has been the general opinion of tlie 
Christian Church. Thus, the version of the Scriptures published by 
Barker in 1606, before the common version, has for the caption of this 
paalm, " The prophet David rejoiceth, that, notwiUistanding his ene- 
mies' rage, yet God will continue his kingdom for ever, and advance 
it even to Uie end of the world ; and tiieretbre exhorteth kings and 
rulers, that they would humbly submit themselves under God's yoke, 
because it is in vain to resist God. Herein ia Jii/ured Oknsts Jant/domJ' 
But there is no reason for supposing tliat the writer had in view any 
kingdom but his own. (See Introduction, p. 9, &c.) 

2. — Ajjainst Jdiovoh. The government of the Israelites was theo- 
cratic. Jehovah was regarded aa king of the Jewish state, sothat 
the nations wliich combined against it are represented as combining 
' against Jehovah. Thus, in 1 Chron , xxix. 23, Solomon is said to have 
sat upon the throne of Jehovah ; that is, the throne of Israel. — hn 
anointed /d«g. This epithet was appropriate to every king of Israel, as 
receiving &om Jehovah the power and authority, of which conaecra^ 
tion by pouring oil upon the head was the outward symbol. 

4. — will uiugh. This expression is designed to represent in a 
lively manner the flitility of exertions made in opposition to the will 
of Jehovah. 

7. Tills verse expressea the confidence of the writer, who was king 
of Israel, that he was the special care of Jehovali as king. — Tlioa 
art my son; i.e.. Thou art my (kvored kmg, dear to me as a son. The 
term son of God is osed in the Scriptures in different senses, — some 
IJmeH denoting that one is the object of special love to God, as a aon 
is to a father (see Exod. iv. 22) ; sometimes denoting a moral resem- 
blance to the Deity, as a aon resembles his father : tlms Christians are 
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called aon9 of God. And somelimes the expression denotes resem- 
blance to God ia power and dominion : tlius tlie term is applied to 
kings. Sometimes two of tlieee seosea are united. In tliis verse, the 
expression seems to tie one both of endearment and of office. — 6p- 
giiUen tJiee; i.e., made tliee my fiivored king. (Comp. Ps. Ixxxix. 26, 
a7; 2 Sam. vii. 14.) 

S. — ends of the earth. A hyperbolical expression, denoting the 
most distant lands. 

11. Be street to JehovaJi; i.e., in a poUticn! sense, by submitting to 
the king of Israel, hie Ticegerent. (See the note on vei". 2.) 

12. Kiss the son. Give the sign of political sulyection and homnge 
to the king of Israel. This must be admitteil to be a very douhu'iil 
rendering. When the Hebrew word 12 has been used to denote son in 
ver. 7, it is very strange Uiat the Chatdee 13 should be used here 
in the same sense, Mid that, too, willioat the article. But I can- 
not persuade myself, that either of tlie renderings which have been 
proposed in its place"^— wheHier Lay hdd of instruction, according to tlie 
ancient versions ; or Lay hold of obedienee or duM, according to Hitzig ; 
or Lay likd of parity, or WorAip purely, acconiing to other oritica — 
has aiiy better support from Ore usage of words, or other philoli^cal 
considerayons. I prefer, tlierefbre, to retain ihe rendering of the 
common version, wliich is that of De Wette, Qesenius, Hengsten- 

* ■■ (See 1 Sam. x. 1.] — kia He be imgii/; i.e., lest 



Ps. ni. 

The subject of tliia ps^ni is a pious man in eminent station, proh- 
ably ICng David, surrounded by enemies who regarded his downfall 
as certain. But he has confidence lu the protection of Jehovah, and 
prays to him aa one who can and will deliver iiim. The superscrip- 
tion of this psalm assigns it to David, and mentions the occasion on 
which it was composed; namely, his flight from bis rebellious son, 
Alisalom. If this be correct, it is singular that there should be in the 

psalm no allusioi '' ' ' " ' ' ' ' ' ■ .. - . 

parent's heart o 

2. — no help, &c. ; i.e., it is all over with him : God will not inter- 
fere to save him. 

8. — My glory ; the cause or vindicator of my glory and greatness. 
— liJier^P of wy head. The image may be drawn from a person sink- 
ing m deep waters ; or from one whose head is Imwed down, and Ids 
eyes fixed on tlie ground in affiictjon. 

4. — with my voice; i.e., probably, with my whole voice, earnestly 

7. — smitesf the cheek, &c. Images drawn from the slaying of a wild 
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The occusioD of tbis psalm tiaa siiuiliiE to that of the la^t. Ob 
account of ver. 8, some suppose it to have been compoaed on the 
evening of tlie lay when the preceding psalm waa sung. 

For the leader of the music; i.e., to be need by him in public wor- 
ship. (See Introdnction, p. 27.) 

1. — God of my righieoasneas ; I.e., vindicator of my righteons 

2. — dishonor my digBttg; i.e., ray roy^ dignity, by your conapiraey 
and rebellion. — seek disappoinlmeot ; i.e.. How long will ye seek ends 
which will prove vain, and be sure to disappoint you3 (Comp. i's. 
vii. 14.) 

4. — upon yoar }ieds;,i.e., in the season and place ibr indepenilent 
reflection. — desist; i.e., from your unrighteous or i-ebellioua un- 
dei-tatings. 

5. Offer saerijicea of righteoaaaess ; i.e., thjuk not to please God by 
Baerlfices offered withont pure and pious intentions. Or, Uflfer sacri- 
flces which are due. 

6. — Who wSt sliow, &c, ; i.e., even maiiy of my friends are dis- 
couraged, and long for the least bright interval of success. 

7. — oo™ and wine, &u. Isa. ix. 3 : " They rejoice before thee witli 
the joy of harvest." 



Pa. T. 

8. Itt the morning, &e. These words, being repeated in the parallel 
line, are probably to be understood as referring, not to a customary 
time of prayer, but to the earnestness with which the writer called 
upon the Deity, and tlie speedy aid which he hoped to obtain. (See 
Pa. Ixxxviii. 13.) 

4. — dindMh not, &c. ; i.e., as a guest or friend; i.e., be enjoys not 
thy &vor and protection. (Oomp. Ps. iv. 1 ; Isi. 4.) 

5. — stand in thv eiok; i.e., they find no fevor with tliec; as ex- 
phiined by the parallel line, and by the preceding verse. 

8. — tJai riyhteoBsness ; i.e., tliat which tliou requireat, which is 
pleasing to thee. — beeause of mine enemies; i.e., because my ene- 
mies study to ensnare me. (Comp. Jer. xx. 10.) 

9. — Their jWi; literally, inoKo^part: used to denote the seat of 
the feelings, intentions, &c. (Ps. xlix. 11; Ixiv. 6.) — an o/ien s^wl- 
^tb; an image of destrnctdon, becaose, when a sepulchre is open, it is 
for the purpose of receivinff a person inl« it. Possibly, the danger of 
felling inl* an opened sepufchre may be referred to. 

10. — Cast iliem out ; i.e., destvoy them from the congregation of 
thy people, who are iitvored and blessed by thee. (Comp. Ps. i. 5.) 
— For of/aiiist thee, &c. ; i.e., by rebelling against the king of thine 
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Ps. VI, 

TliiB psalm seema to contain nothing which indicates the oRcasion 
OQ whieii ft was composed. If it be a coitiposition of Darid, it may 
be referred to his sitaation in his flight fi'oni hla son Absalom aa well 
aa to any which tiie Jewish liistory records. 

I. — not in thine anger ; i.e., in measnre, with Idndnees and modera- 

8, — hoioionit — ; i.e., wilt thoti he angry ? or, How long wilt thou 
delay to help me? The incompleteness of the sentence was designed 
to be expressive of emotion. 

6. For in death, &c. The poet mentions as a reason why hla life 
should he spared, that, in the re^ona of the dead, he should have no 
opportunity or ability to praise God. The ancient Hebrews do not 
niipear to have attained to Mth in a desirable immortality after death. 
They supposed that the disembodied spirits of the nshteons and 
wicked alike went to a dark place under ground, called Shool, where 
they existed in a lialf^jonscious, thoughtless, inactive condilion. (See, 
in wie New Translation of Job, the remaj-ks prefixed to chap, aii.) 

6. — lo suiim ; i.e., with, teara. A hyperbolical expression to denote 
the depth of his grief. 

8. Deparl, &c. Having made hia supplication to the Deity, the 
poet, after a pause, breaks forth into the language of hope and tri- 

Ps. vn. 

This psahn conhuns the prayer of a persecuted person against his 
enemies, especially against one enemy who had uttered gross calumny 
against him. The inscription of the psalm sets forth, that it was occa- 
sioned 1^ the ealamnies of a certain Cush, a Benjamite. There is no 
mention in the Scripture history of such a person ; but it is probable 
that he was one of tlie courtiers of Saul, who, knowing the hatred of 
his master towards David, had ijretended to be David's Mend in order 
tlie more effectually to secTire his ruin by hia calumnies. 

This psalm is called a Skii^ion of David. That the term denotes 
a partiemar spedes of paalm is evident. But what it is, is altogelber 
uncertain. (See p. 29.) 

8, — If I have done (fc's; i.e., which my enemy or the oouriiere 
of Saullaytomy cliarge. (Seel Sam. xxiv. 10; xxvi. 9-11.) 

7. — TheMdiom. The tribes of Israel seem to be denoted ; possibly, 
aH the nations of the world. — the height. The lofty judgment-seat of 
Jehoviji upon Mount Zion seems to be denoted. The judgment which 
God administers is ecenically represented in images borrowed from 
the circumstances of Eastern tribunals, which were usually held in the 
midst of liit^e aeseuiblies. 

10. My shidd. Sea. ; i.e., God is, as it were, the ehield-bcarcr of flie 
rightooos; he defends them. 

II. — angry eoerg dai/, fie. ; I.e., though he may seem to overlook 
wickedness, jot in fact lie is constantly punishing it. 
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12. If he do not desist; i.e., if the widteii man do not desist from 
hifl purpose. — Me sharpeneth ; i.e., God sharpeaeth. 

18. ^ bia-ainci airoim; i.e., lightning. 

14. — disapjmalmenl ; or delusion, tliat whioli ia false to one's ex- 
pectations. 

F3. VIII. 

It ie a very plansible suppoBltion, Uiat tbis psalm was composed by 
David while in the employment of a shepherd, before lie came into 
t)ie sphere of hum^i passions and regal cares. The images which it 
contains are drawn fi'om tlie stanj heavens, trhich ill his nightly 
watches he had so often contemplated, and irom the herds and floclts 
■which were his daily care. 

The author of the Kpiatle to the Hebrews appears to apply (his 
psalm to the Messiah ; bat he could do it only in ilie mystical or alle- 
gorical senae. Darid is evidently speaking, not of any particular 
man, but of mankind in general, in distinction from the glorions 
works of God above them anA the inferior aniinaU below them. 

1. — Thoiiliaats^,Sia. Otherwise, 5ei(Aou, &c. Otherwise, Whkh 
glory of Ikine exteadeth to the heaoens, 

2. — b/dies and sacMings. This phrase is supposed by most modem 
critics to refer to literal babes and sucklings ; the glory of God being 
illustrated by the manner In which infents draw their nourishment 
&om the breast ; or by their childish prattle, and tlie curious questions 
which they sometimes propose. It appears to me, that tlie words, 
being used in connection with eneaa/ and avenger, are rather used in a 
flgaralire sense, es when our Saviour says, " Having hidden these 
tilings jrom the wise and prudent, thou hast revealed tliem to babes " 
(Matt. xi. 25). They are terms of humility or disparagement in retfer- 
ence to man ; perhaps such men as the author of the psalm, who were 
so highly blessed as to have reason to praise God, or who were gifted 
with poetic inspiration so as to be able to celebrate worthily his high 
prases. 

6. — than God. This is the usu^ meaning of (he term, and is best 
suited to the connection. It is so rendered in some of the English 
versions previous to the common version. The expression, a little 
ioteer than God, probably refers particularly to man's sovereignty over 
the animal cieation. 

6. — ail things taider his feA. The connection evidently limits tliis 
expressiffn to the lower animals, enumerated in the following luies. 
Koberts observes that the expression is a common one in Hindoslan, 
Thus they say, "Ah I a mighty king was lie : all things were under 
his feet." 



This psalm appears to lie an ode of triumph and thanksgiving on 

' of a victory, wilh prayers for continued aid. It evidently has 

" reign enemies of the whole Jewish nation. It may liave 
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PSALMS. 307 

been coinpOGed after the wars mentioned in 2 Sam. viii., or it may 
have had an occasion not recorded in tlie Jewisli annals. 

To ike Beniles, or To Ben. The name of an individual sinser. Oth- 
erwise, Oalhe death of Ben, ot Lal^ea. Otherwise, To tlie tnne, "Die 
/orthesonl" 

I. — moroeOom works; namely, such ae are mentioned in ver. 3 

3. — at thy presence; i.e., beoanae thou wert present, aiding me and 
destroying ttiem. 

4. — upon Ihe throne ; i.e., the Beat of judgment. 

6. — Their memory, &o. This is a hyperbolical expression, denoting 
the completeness of the downfall of David's enemies. 

13. — aiKBgi^ of Mood; i.e., of tlie blood of his servants and wor- 
shippers, shed by flieir enemies. 

18. — gat^oy death; i.e., of Sheol, conceived of aaa strong palace 
under ground, with gates and bais ; a conception founded on Uie idea 
that no return fcora tlie habitation of the dead is possible. (Comp. Job 
sxxviii. 17; Isa. sixviii. 10.) 

14. — m the gales of the daughter of Zion. In the gates of cities the 
great miillitude used to assemble. By a peculiar idiom of the Hebrew 
and Syriac langoEees, the dcaigMer of a city means Its inhabitants- 



Tims, daaglUer of Tyre denotes the Tynans (Ps. xlv. 12) ; daughter 
'^9-aaalem, the inhabitants of Jerusalem (Isa. xxxvil. 22); jfoiu' 
HIV ^^?e, my coun 
lelt^ in reference ti 



of my people, my countrymen (Isa. xxii. 4 ; Jer. iv. 11, ix. 7). The city 
mother city. 
Lex. on M.) 

15. The answer to his prayer is now described in the min of liis 

16. At the end of tliis verse occur the words, Hig^ioa ! Selah 1 — 
(he meaning of which probably is. Instrumental mnsic I Panae ! i.e.. 
Let the singers pause, and the instrumental music strike up. 

17. — iato the juidennorld ; i.e., they stiall turn back and flee ftom 
their enemies, the Jews (comp. ver. 13), till they are destroyed, or go 
down into Sheoi, the receptacle of all the dead. 



Ps. X, 

In the Septuagint, and some other ancient versions, thia poalm 
forms tlie eonoluding part of the last. But the subject ol it seems 
to be different. Ps. ix. is a song of triumph ; Ps. s., one of complaint 
and distress. It seems to have been occasioned by the incursions of 
foreign enemies into the land of Israel. (See ver. 16 and 18 ) 

1. — afar off. God is said to stand af or off, and to hide AniiseT/', when 
he does not give his aid. On the other hand, he is said to be with a, 
person or a people, when he aids or delivers them. 

8. — boasletk of his hearfs desire. The meaning may be, that he 
succeeds in obt^ning aU tliat he desires, or tliat he boasts of the suo- 
cess of his evil plans. 

4. — He carelh not; i.e., God careth not. 
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808 NOTES. 

6. — farfiom Mat; i.e., lie tliinka not of them. 
10. — inio hia piws; othervrise, b^ Ms strong ones. 

15. Wlierejore doth the wicked, So. ; i.e., why dost thou, by siiflfering 
the wicked to go luipunisheil, give him occasion to contemn thee % 

14. — viaT&sl it iipon &y himd ; i.e., tor the purpose of remembering 
it. Thus, Isa. ilix. 16, " Behold, I hare graven thee on tlie palniB 
of my hands ; thy walls ore ever before my eyea." (See also Mann- 
dreU's Travels, p. 126, Amer. edit.) 

16. — Sedc (ni(, fie. The Hebrews expressed the deatrucljon of n 
thuig by the espression, io seek and notfiud it (Job vii. 21 ; lea. xli. VI). 

Pb. XL 

Of the occasions recorded in the Scriptures on which David might 
have composed this psalm, the most probable seems to he his pereecu- 
Hon by Saul. Bnt, as t^o psalm is not very appropriate to that occa- 
aion, it may have been written by David or some otiier poet, on some 
" n which is ~"' ^'' 



_n the aid which God would afibrd to the righteous 

niscient governor of men, the defender of the righteous, and the pun- 

isher of the wicked. 

The abruptneES with whiuli the tliird vecee commences has a fine 
effect, aud pUc«s in a strong light tlie thought, thaC in the most dis- 
couraging (nrcumstances man should not desp^r, seeing there is a 
righteous government in the heavens. 

2. — bsid their bom, Sue, Observe the continuance of tJie flgtu« 
cbawn from the bird flying away before the archer, ver. 1. 

Z. If the piUars be broken dowti ; i.e., the disiingoished supporters ot 
what is right in a state, — firm and tcue patriots. Comp.Isa. six. 10; 
^' The pUlars of tbe laiKt are cut donn^ 
And bJI nho la1>or for hire are grieved in lieart." 
.— can Ihe righteous do; i.e., what else can he do but to endeavor to 
escape J 

6. — framing imiirf ; referring to the wind Sam&m, on which see the 
note on Job iii. 5; or Rohinson's Calmet, art. Wind. — pmiioa of their 
cup. It is a ihvorite mode of representing punishment among the He- 
brews, that the wicked sliall he made to drink it. (See Job xx. 23 ; Pb. 
Ixxv. 8.) 

7. — see Ms face; i.e., enjoy his iavor. Wlien God withholds his 
fevov, he ia eaiA to Mde his face. (Comp. Ps. xvii. 15.J 

Ps. sn. 

This paaira is one of complaint on accomit of the degeneracy of flie 
times, especially of tiie efforts made to weaken just authority by cal- 
umny and treachery. If the psalm he a production of David, it nmjJ 
be reierred to tiie time of the rebellion of Absalom. Otliers refer it 
to the persecution of David by Saul and his courtiers. 

i. — With oitr toagaes, &c. ; i.e., by uttering calumnies against the 
rulers, and deceiving the people, 
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6. rfc vtords of the Loi-d, &c. This refers to tlie proraises of 
Jehovah, such as that in the preceding vevse. 

8. — the vilest of men ,■ otiierwiso, then ^l"* *"* " '^'™^ " "'^ ■ o'l'^'"- 
niee, like exatiaiioii is dis^ace to men. 

Pa. xni. 

The poet complains of being forgotten by Jehovah; looks to him 
fof aid; and, by the eierdse of devotion, atlains to peace and confi- 
dence. The psalm may be referred to the Wme of David's persecution 
by Saul. Some of the Jewish commentators suppose tlie subject of 
■me psalm to be the wlioie exiled Jewish people personified. 

8. Enlighteii my ^ea. When a person is in a feint and dying 
condition, the sight seenis to go from hia eyes. Hence the phrase, 
EnUghteit my ^/ea, means, Restore me from my iiimt and languishing 
conifiaon. So in 1 Sam. xiv, 27, "He put ibrtli tlie end of the rod 
that was in his hand, and dipped it in an honeycomb, and put his hand 
to hia mouth ; and liis eijea were eidiffkened." (Comp. Ezra jx, 8 ; Ps. 
lix. 8.) — forgd me fur everl Understood strictly to the letter, this 
line might seem to coutiun a contradiction ; but, regarded us a poefio 
eipreasion of ieelintj, tte meaning is. How long wilt thou deal with 
me ns if it was tliy design to abandon me for ever, and thus deprive 
me of all hope? (C<>hi]>. Ixxiic. 5; lxxxix.46; fK.\iv. iO.) 

Ps. XIV. 

In this pealm, a Hebrew poet, living in exile witlihis countrymen, 
who experienced harsh treatment from tlieir enemies, brings his com- 
plaint l^ God respecting the wickedness of men. In his melancholy 
slate of feeling, all appears tu him to be disorder and corruption. He 
represents God Uimaelf as surveying ti-om his heavenly throne the sons 
of men and their proceedings on the earth, like a watchman on the top 
of some loity tower. He is said to search diligently to Snd a man of 
true wisdom and piety, but without snocess. The poet expresses the 
confident expectation tiiat these evil-doers will meet with a righleons 
retaibution, and sighs for the deliverance of bis countrymen ftom 
captivity. 

It is probable iliat ver. 7 relates to the captivity at Babylon, 
rather than to the temporal^ expulsion of David and his followers by 
Absalom. Of course, David could not have heen the author of it. 

This ^alm we find repeated, with some alterations, in Ps. liii. The 
Book of Psalms being made up of at least five smaller colleetians, the 
compiler of the second collection inserted in it Ps. lill., either &om 
inadvertence, or on account of die variations in his copy of it. 

1. I'hefool; i.e., unwise in a moral and rel^ions point of view. 
The ideas of impiety and folly were closely associated in the mind of 
a Hebrew. 

S. — no, not am. This is a poetical, hyperbolical way of describing 
general depravity. It is the language of indignation, inspired by the 
oppression of the Jewish people by their enemies. (See ver. 4.) 

7. — oat of Zarmi i.e., from God, the supreme ting of Israel, whose 
earthly dwelUng-place was said to be on Mount Zion. 
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It has been commonly suppoae^, that this psalm was composed by 
David on the occaaion of tlie removal of the ark of the covenant to 
Mount Zion, and the consecration of the new tabernacle, ^ recorded 
in '2 Sam. vi. 12, &a. But it is also appropriate to religious worsliip on 



1. — aliidB, — dwdt. These terras probably have retterence to the 
circumstance, tliat a Jewish worstiipper, coming from a distant p»rt 
of Palestine, would tairy some time in Jerusalem, for the purpose of 

8. — his nmghhor; i.e., any one, according to Hebrew usage. 

4. — to Ms oum hart; hterslly, to do hurt or injiay; i.e., to do that 
.which may in its consequences be hurtful to himself. The object of 
the injury, in this case, is so self-evident^ that the writer did not think 
it neceasary to express it. Otherwiee, sipeareih to his neighbor, &c. So 
the Sept. 

6. — be moued; i.e., ha sliall stand Srro, safe, secure from all mis- 
fortone. 



Ps. XVI. 

In tills psalm, DavitI, beii^ in drcumstances of danger, Inoks to God 
for help. He acknowledges that all his happinesa is in Goii; ex- 
presses his feeling of dependence upon him, his hatred of idolatry, and 
hia determination not to adopt any heathenisli customs; avows his 
aatiefeetion with the outward condition assigned Iiim, his oopfldenoe 
in Divine aid to deliver lilm from the danger of deatli, and his hopes 
of ftiture protection and tavor. 

Nothing can be more evident than that David is the subject of the 
psalm throu|;hont. E'er the writer conatantty uses the first person, and 
gives no notice that he wntes in the name of any other person. But 
on aiKount of the use which is made of tlie psalm by the apostles Peter 
and Panl, in Acts ii. 26 and xiii. 31, it has commonly been supposed to 
reffer in the literal sense to David, and in the myalicai or typiial aenae 
to Christ. They,wbo have no l)elief in a mystical sense of Scripture 
must suppose an error of interpretation on the part of the apostles. 
The view of Hengstenberg, however, way be tme, that Darid com- 
posed tlie psalm to express the sentiments of others as well as himself. 
" The paalmist has presented here a mirror in which all pious 
men may recognize themselvea, a pattern alter which they might 
conform themselves; not as if for that purpose be transported himself 
into a situation and frame of mind quite foreign to himself bat only 
that he, drawing from the source of Ills natural experience, joet ex- 
tended bia consciousness so as to embrace that of the pioua at large. 
Thill suppo^tion is raised into certainty, when we ascertain the correct 
reading in ver, 10 to be "tby holy ones." — Comment, ad loc 

2. — li^ond lAee ; i.e., thou art the only source of my happiness. 
No other gods, and no practices diaapproved by thee, can confer happi- 
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4. — drink^fferings of htood. It ia uncertain whetlier this expres- 
sion is to lie unilerstood as sigiiifyii^ blood ' whicU the heathen 
actually mixed in their iibationa when they bound theraselvee to the 
ooraniission of some dreadful deed ; or whelJier their libationB are figu- 
ratively called offerings of blood, to denote the horror with which the 
writer regarded them. — laJce their names; Le., of worshippers of 
tdola. I will have no intercourae with thero. 

6. — my portion and my cap. An image drawn from a festive enter- 
tainment. The meaning is, I am indebted to Jehovah for all that I 
have. He Is my patron and benefactor. 

7. — admoiiisheth me. In the slJllnesB of the night, the season of 
refleclaon as well as of repose, my heart adraonbhes me U> remember 
and pr^se God. 

8. — / shaU not faR; i.e., into rnin ; or, I shall not waver, or lose 
my confidence. 

8. — nil/ heart, — mw Kpirit, — mi/ JUsh. Those three terms are Only 
au emphatic way of denoting the whole person. Thus Ps. Ixaxiv. 
2: — 

mJ h^MtSmyto'li c'J'y aloud K-r Uif Hvlpg Qo&." ° ' 

"OGod! tbouaTt myOod; eam«Bt1y doXeeek fJieel 
My soul thiratetb, my O^tsh loDBetb Giv theB." 

The expression, My JUsk dteelleth in secariUj, tliereftire means, I dwell 
in security. The Hebrew expression, rendered dweR in secm-itj/, is the 
same which is used in Beut. x:ixiii. 12, translated in the common 
version, "Tlie beloved of the Lord eball dw^ in safety by him." 
So in judg. sviii. 7, " How they duwlt caretesa, after the manner of 
tiiB Zidonians." In Jer. xidii. 9 and xxxiii. 16, "Israel shall dwelt 
safely." See also Deut. xxxiii. 28 ; Judg. viii. 11. To dwell in secu- 
nty, IJien, means to he safefroia calamity, or to be fearless ofeahmity. It 
cannot moon to hope for an escape from one which has already overtaken 
a person. 

10. — give me up to the underworld, pisiD 3, to Sheol, not in Sheol. 
To express the latter meaning, the preposition a would have been 
used. (Corap. in the original Ps. xlix. 10; Job xxxix. 14.) The ex- 
p^ssion, Tkoa wit not give me up, or leave me, to the underworld, means. 
Thou wilt not suffer me to he brought to the grave, or to a premature 
death, by the enemies which threaten me. — % fc>^ one. The re- 
ceived text of the Hebrew reads, tJiy holy ones. Many critics prefer 
the latter reading as the more difficult one ; i.e., the least iifcely to 
hare been designedly put into the text by transcribers. On acooant 
of the parallelism and the reading of the ancient versions, I prefer the 
singular, thy holy one, referring to the writer of the psalm. — lo see tlie 
pit; i.e., to die. Tliat this is the proper translaldon and sense of tha 
phrase ia obvious thim the following pass^es, where the same term, 
rno, is used. Ps. xlix. 9 : — 
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Ps. Tii. 15; Job xxsiii. 24,' 28, 80; Pror. ixri. 27; Ezek. xix. 4, 8. 
See also Gesen. Lex. on the woid !Trd, There cim, in view of He- 
brew usage aud of the conneoUon, he no reasoiiahle doubt that I have 
tranalftted the verae correctly, and that the meaning is, Thou wilt not 
sufler rae to come to a premature grave by the hands of my enemies, 
(Comp. ilix. 16.) As Jeliovah by the voice of religion had guided 
the poet in early lil'e, he is conSdenl, that, being -delivered fcom his 
present dangers, he shall experience the same gnidance In the time to 

11. — path of life, &c, ; i.e.. Thou wilt show me the means of pre- 
serving my Ufe, or of obtaining deliverance and happineae ; thou hast 
in thy gift fulness of joy and perpetual pleasures. "Life stands im- 
mediately opposed to the deaHi from which the psalmist hopes, in ver. 
10, to be preserveil ; and improperly would several hei-e give to life 
exiatly the signification of salvation." — Hengatenherg. 

It may be remarked, that the most distinguished scholars, Bucb as 
Hammond, Grotiua, Le Clerc, Calvin, and others, suppose tliat David 
is Che subject of the psalm throughout. So the authors of the com- 
mon version, as appears from its caption to this psalm. It was only iu 
a mystical sense that they applied it to Christ. Sor a, more critieal 
examination of this psalm, see Christian Examiner for July, 1834, 
p. Ml, &C. 



Pa. XVII. 

The subject of this psalm is very similar to that of the last. A pious 
man, in circumstances of distress, looks to God for help, and makes 
solemn protestations of his innocence to the Searcher of hearts. He 
ni^es h^ requests with earnestness, on account of the general wicked- 
ness of his luiversaries, as well as tlieir deadly enmity towards himself 
He sets forth the prosperous outward condition of his enemies, but 
congratulates himself on having a superior happiness in communion 
with God, and hopes of his favor. 

1. — lips wlihml deceit. This probably refers rather to the general 
sincerity of bis language tlian to the sincerity of this particular 
prayer. 

2. — ma aentemx; i.e., of acquittal; my justiiicalion. ^- ieAoM up- 
TwhtnesB; i.e., have regard to my uprightness in relation \a that with 
which I an) charged by my enemies. 

3. — in ihe mgkt; i.e., when secret plans are nauaJly adopted by 
those who wish to escape deteelion. — Jind niahinii ; i.e., nothing of 
evil ; no dross. Literally, Pracest thrm my heart, vaiiest tlioa me in tlie 
night, Iriesl tioa nw like ffM, (Aou vrilt find noikiag. 



6. — m thy palhi; i.e., in obedience to thy precepts. 

8. — shadov! of ihvmiBgs ; ir — "-' '•'—' — " ■•- 

ler wings. (Comp, Matt, xxii 



iu w/ings) i.e., as tlie bird gathers her brood under 
, mtt. xxiii. 87.) 
-l/ieir hard heart; literally, their fat. Fat, according to He- 
nrew usage, denotes that which is inert, unfeeling. 

14. — men of Ihe world; i.e., who love the world, in distinction 
from the religious, the spiritcialiy-minded. . — Whose portion is in life; 
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i.e., whose most valued good is in life. Whether the term in Kfe is 
spoken ot in contrast with the life after death, at whether a mere 
worldly life is spoken of in contrast witli a life of lehgion and com- 
munion with God, is doubtful. Hengstenherg says, "That B'^^D by 
itself can denote the eartlily Ufe as opposed to the eteruat, is deslJtiito 
of all proof." If the doctrine of immortality is alluded to, the psalm 
eouid hardly haTe been written by David, (See Ps. vi, 5.) In Pb. xvi. 
2, occurs the sentiment, " I liave no bappiness beyond tUee ; " and in 
xyt 6, " Jehovah is my portion and my cup." Perhaps it ia most 
probable, that it is with such a portion that a " tiortjon in life " is con- 
trasted. (See the note on Pb, xlix. 15,) 

countenance," literally, toi'M theaviakoi^ of thine image. The word fnlBFIj 
itnags, simUiliitU, ac manifealotiun, is used in Numb, xii. 8, where it ia 
said, " And (*e similiivde of the Lord shali he beliold." In this verae 
it is parallel with '("'JB, ^yfooe, and seems to be synonymoas with it. 
The Septuagint, Syriac, Arabic, Etbiopic, and Tulgafe versiona con- 
strue the line substantially as I have done. So Drs. Hammond and 
Geddes. Otherwise, I 'im.aU be satisfied, mien I awaie, witJi thy couitf^ 
noBce. But this is not a natural congtruction. If it be admissible, the 
meaning of m/ien /ownfe may be, when I awake in the morning, after 
the composition of the psalm, or every morning; or, when I awake 
from my present state of adversity ; or, when I awake &om the sleep 
of death. I consider the lost as the least probable. 



Ps. XVIll. 

The subject snd design of this psalm are suHlcienLly evident from 
its inscription ; and from 2 Sam. xsii, 1, &c. It was probably written 
by David, near the close of his reign, in view of the experience of his 
whole life. 

2, — my strong defence ; literally, my hoi-n of defence. Or snfOij. The 
horn is oi\en used by the Hebrews as a symbol of strength or power, 
tlie image being drawn from animals which use their horns for defence 
or assault. 

4, — snores of death, — jioods of deslnielion. We are not to suppose 
that death was conceived of as a mighty hunter, or of "the floods of 
destruction" as corresponding to the Acberon of the Greek poets. 
These eonceptioiis cannot be shown to have prevailed among ttie He- 
brews. Snares and floods are often used as images of danger and 
overwhelming eolami^. 

8, — Mevdace; i,e., irom heaven. (See xi. 4.) 

7, &c This magniflcent tiieophany is to be regarded as a poetic 
Action in the Oriental hyperbolic style. It is doubtfiil, wheilier, in the 
description ttom ver. 7 to 15, any thing of an historical nature is inti- 
mated, except that God gave lemarkabie success to the means whicb 
David employed for his deliverance. It is possible that the idea is 
conveyed, that God helped David in battle by means of a thunder- 
14 
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storm. But it !s more probable, tliat the etorm U introduced onlf to 
heighten the grandeur and impreseiveness of the theophaay. (Coinp. 
Pa.cxliv.5,6; Uab. iii. 4, 5, 6.) 

8. A smoke vmit vp, &c. An image of anger, borrowed from tha 
drcuraglance, ItiaC animals, when enrnged, breiitlie hard, so iha,t in 
cold weather their breath nsceads like smoke. (Comp. Job iv. 9.) 
— Earning coala ; i.e., lightning. 

9. — boiced the heaoens, &(!. In a storm, tlie skj seems to come 
donn lower. The tliick and dark clouds tire in fact near na. 

10. — rode ttpon a cherab. Jehovah is elsewhere represented as on 
a throne bome upon cherabs ; i.e., beings of a celestial nature, hav- 
ii^ a tbrm composed of the figures of a man, an ox, a lion, and nn 
eagle, — symbols of strengtli and wisdom. In this passage, however, 
the cherdbs seem to ije a personification of the tlmndeiHilouds and 
the wind. 

15. — JauHdatioas of the earth. The expression seems to be equiva- 
lent to (Ae c/aiHiiete o/tAe dei^i; i.e.. Hie bottom of the sea, in flie parallel 

19. — □ larpe place; i.e., fl-eedom fi'om the dai^er and distress, — 
the opposite of straits. 

26. — (Sou ahmeeat thysfif perverse. See the note on Proy. iii. 8i, 
28. — my kanp to shine, see the notes on Job sviii. 6 ; xxix. 3. 

30. — His iBord is pare, &c. ; i.e.. His promise, when tried, will stand 
the test. 

83. — lihe the hind's; i.e., in swiftness. Swiftness of foot was a 
great qnalifleaUun of an ancient warrior. (Comp. 1 Chron. xii. 8; 
2 Sam. i. 23.) So an epithet of Achilles in Homer is toAic AkSCi 'Aa 
BiBiJi-/ooled. 

31. — bom of knss. It is probable that the bow was actually of 
brass or bronze ; i.e., of copper tempered with another metal, whi-ih 
came into ose before iron or steel. (See Hesiod, 'Epyai sal 'Huepof, 
V. 149, &o. ; Luoret. De Rer. Nat., Ub, v., y. 1282 ; Herod., i. 25.) 

Pb. XIX. 

The theory which is.adopted by Davidson, that this psalm consists 
of two, arbitrarily put together by the collector, docs not recommend 
itself to my judgment or taste. 

2. Dag ulterSi sniinnSi'nn, S«. ; i.e., every day liaiids down to the fol- 
lowing day, and every night to the fiillowing night, the knowledge of 
God's glory. 

8. ThBg have no speedt, &c. ; i.e., their speech is not that of the 
human voice ; tliey utter no articulate soimds. Their language is a 
nlent but real language. Mr. Addison has adopted tbis meaning ia 
his rerBillcation of the psalm : — 

" Wbai thoneli In eokmn, silence all 

Wbat thoogli no real vtdce nor sound 
AmldtlulrTadlKntoilu be found? ' 
In mi8iHL>B ttr, Ibtn an i^jiAh, 
And uttw fi>FCa a ^orJouB Tdce f 
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4. In ikem, refening to the heavens, may allude to that part of them, 
near the horizon, where the sun was sapposed to have his tabernacle 
or pavilion, into whicli he retired afler his journey through the hea- 
vens in Uie (lay, and from whiuh he eiime fortli fresh and vigoroua in 
the morning. 

5. — '■ Uke a brid^room, Tlie flllnaion is to the joyous, youthful 
fresiinesa of the bridegroom. Some, however, suppose it to he to the 
fteshnesi of his dresa. — a ttnyng man; ot hero. It is to be recol- 
lected that Bwi^eas of foot was one of the greatest reuommendaljons 
ofaheroof antiquiiy. (See thenoteonxviii. 83.) 

7. — Temving the soul ; literally, bringing boek tJie aoid or spint, vihen 
it is drooping, and, as it were, leaving the body. (See Lam. i. 16; 
Kuth iv. 16.( 

8. — arepiijie; i.e., ti^e tVom error and impertbetion. — eniijjSlCTi- 
iitg the eyes. This expression is nearly equivalent to rejoicing the /leart. 
In die paii^lel line. (See the note on xil[. 3.) 

9. The Jew of the Lord ; i.e., the precepts inculcating fear or revec- 

12. Who knometk, &c. ; i.e., who can esdmate the nimiber and mag- 
nitude of his own sins? — secret Jaidls ; i.e., those of which I am 
unconscious ; those which escape the detection of conscience, blinded, 
as it oAen ie, by error, passion, and sin. 

13. — presumptuous sins; i.e., those committed knowingly, deliber- 
ately, and with a high liand. Aa the word sins is suppUed, some trans- 
late fiom the jiresumplmxis ; i.e., the proud. 



0. Nou) I jbiou), &c. Tills is evidently sung Ly a diflhrent choir 
ironi that which sung ver. 1-0 and ver, 9. Some suppose Uiat David 
himself is tiie speaker; others, another choir representing anoUiec por- 
tion of the people. 

Ps. XXL 

This is a psalm of thajiksgiving, which some suppose (o be on ac- 
count of the victory prayed for in the preceding psalm. Others think 
it may have been written after the victory over Bie united hosts of the 
Syrians and Ammonites. (See 2 Sam. chap, xii.) The psalm evidently 
appears, from ver. 1-6, to relate to a king then living; and the opinion 
that it relates to the Messiah is without Uie slightest foundation. 
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In Uiia paalm, a pious Israelite malies hiB supplication to God in flis 
midst of great distresa, on tlie borders of despair. God liad lieard hia 
ancestors wlieii thej cried fbr lielp, but himeelf he allowed to be 
rediioed to Use utmost contempt on account of his religion (1-9). 
Tet lie retains his confidence in God, and prays for lielp, enu- 
merating the dangerous and fierce enemies which eocompissed liim 
{12-18), repeating his supplications (19-21). Aad now, as in several of 
the peaJms which begin witli lamentation, the poet rises to the confi- 
dence, thai he and his companions in religious fidelity, though at pres- 
ent afflicted and depressed, will one day greatly prosper; aim that tlia 
true religion will have aa extensive triumph. 

The psalm is ascrihed to David ; and, if this ascription be correct, 
the occasion of its compoaition ^was probably the same with that of Ps. 
T., Ti., Tii.i and similar psalms. But the psaini is not very descriptive 
of any circumstances in tlie life of David wliich are recorded in the 
Jewish hiatory. It may be said, however, that the Jewish history is 
very brief, and that many seasons of distress may liave occurred to 
David which have not been recorded. 

One reason ftir doubtjng whether tiie psalm relates to tlie eircnm- 
stancBB of David is, tlist the persecntions which the writer enffira 
seem tJi have been occasioned by hia religion ; and that, in the latter 
part of the psaim, the relief which tlie writer imd liia brothers in 
affliction are to experience is connected with the flourishing state of 
the trae rehgion. But the difficulSes of David with Saul and with 
his son Absalom do not appear to have arisen from his religion. It 
is not improbable, therefore, that the psalm was written by some 
Jewish prophet, who, with his followers, was exposed to contempt on 
account of his adherence to Jehovah and his religion, in the midst of 
idolatiy (uid vice. In the ease of Jeremiali (i, 17-19; ix. 1-3; xi. 
18-28; XV. 16-21), we have an instance of a prophet in ciccumstancea 
very similar to those described in this psalm, and using similar lan- 
guage. 

The psalm has been supposed by many interpreters to reffer to the 
sufferings of Jeans and his subsequent exaltaUon. A decisive olgec- 
tion to this opinion is,- that Bie writer is introduced praying in the 
first person, and describing his past and present condition. If 
the writer had intended his language to refer to a person who was 
to Uve many hundied years after the compoation of the psalm, ho 
was bound to inform us of it in some way. In tiie absence of sueli 
information, we are bound to helieve that the writer of the psalm is 
the Eul^ect of it. Besides, it appears to me that the spirit of the psalm 
bears no great resemblance to tlie spirit of Jesus- ■ There is no spirili 
of martyrdom in it. He apealiS of impending death in aveiydiferent 
manner iroiu tliat in which Jesus spake of his. As to the expres- 
sions which are cited in the Gospel of John (chap. xix. 34), " They 
divide my garments among tJiem, and for my vesture they oast Iota, 
these are evidently statements of matters of feet, — of what had bap- 

¥ine(I to tlie writer of the psalm, and not predictions of the (ature. 
here is nothing in the New-Testament apptieation of them incon- 
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ristent witli this view. As to flie typical or mystical sense which has 
lieen assigned to this and other psalms, it seems to he beyond the 
province of the interpreter. There are no human means by which to 
BEcertaln it. None but the Divine Spirit can be sore what it is. As 
lias been well observed by Ernesti, in bis Prindples of Biblical In- 
terpretation,* "Hor, in eenrehing ibr this typical ' sense, ia there 
need of the care and talents of an interpreter. For it is revealed by 
the infbrmation and testimony of the Holy Spirit, beyond whose 
showing we ahonld not in this matter attempt to advance. 

The view of HengsfenberfTi '" h" ComraentAry on the PsaJma, 
appears to me deserving of ciinslderation. I quote him the more 
readily, because he stands at the head of the Orthodos school in Ger- 
many, lie maintMna, that, thongh David ivrote the psalm, he did 
not, in alt its circumstances, intend to ijescribe bis own personal expe- 
rience, but that of an ideal righteous man, In the mMiner of many of 
our modern hynms. "In this interpretation," says he, "justice is 
done to the truth which lies at the foundation of every one of the 
existing views ; while, at the same time, the diffiealties which stand 
in the way of every one of them are avoided. l>avid composed the 
poem for the use of the church, on the groundwork of hia own expe- 
rience. How tJie rig'hteous man in this world of sin must suffer 
much ; and how the Lord, when it comes to the last eitremitv, glori- 
ously delivers hiro; and how his aufferings, throueh the raani&alation 
of the Divine gloiy in his deliverance, and in hia victory over an un- 
godly worid, subserve the honor of God and the sanctlfyiog of liis 
name, and accelerate the approach of his kingdom, — this is the theme, 
Eoerij partiailaT riijhteoiis man might appropriate to himself the conso- 
lation of this pialm, might expect in his own experience the tealiza^ 
tion of the hopes expressed in it, in bo Sir as the reality in him corre- 
sponded to the idea, in so &r as he imbodied in his own person the ideal 
righteous man, Tliat,aceordine to this view, justice is done to all the 
references which occur in tlie New Testament to oar psahn is deaf 
as day, and becomes partiuularly obvious when we direct our attention 
to the other quotations from the psalms in tlie liistory of our Saviour's 
Buflerings. Not one of them refers to a psaim which directly and 
exclusively is of a Messianic iniport-" — "The psalm would have been 
fldfilled in Christ, even though the pasaers-by had not shaken the head, 
or the moclcers quoted its very words ; even though tliere had been 
ilo dividing of his garments or casting lots jipon hia vestures." C — 
ment. adloc.) 

The Mad of the morning. Thia was probably the name of some other 
poem or song, lo the measure of which this psalm was sang or clianted. 
Compare the expression, the song of "tlie how," in 2 Sam. i. 18, Tlie 
phrase probably denotes tlie morning aun scattering his flrat rays upon 
the eartli ; as the Arabian poets call the rising sun the gazelle, m " 
paring his rays with the liorna of tiiat animal. Quotations to 1 
efiect may be seen in Rosenmiiller ad loc. 

1, — foraakat me. The meaning ia expkined hy the parallel li 
Wh; so jar from mine aid, &e., and by Fs. x. 1. It is equivalent to 
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qaestion, Wby am I left mitliout any yisible means of escaping with 
my life^ 

2, — havenoresl; i.e., from my fears, anzic ties, and persecutiona. 

3. — art holy; i.e., not approTing the wiekeiineae of my enemies. 
(Comp. Jer. xii. 1.) Otherwise, AndyetUiOtt art the Holy One; i.e., the 
pecnhnr God of the Jewish nation. 

8. — aworm; i.e., weak, despised, tranipled on, as a worm. 
12. — bulk, — fra^s of Baskm, &c. TJieae are images of mighty 
and fierce enemies. 

14. — poured eat like water. To melt, or be dissolved, wbs an image 
of fear and consternation with the Helirews. (Corap. Josh. yii. 6.} 

15. My strength, &e. Sadness and sorrow have quite dried np my 
Tifsl moialuve ; I have scarce strength enough lefl: to complain, but 



m jnat on. the point to expire, and to be laid in my grave. 

16. — dogs; i.e., my enemies, greedy and fierce as dogs. — in« 
haads and my /eel. I am now satisfied that tlie rendering, bound, 
which in the former edition I adopted from De Wette and Ewald, is 
not supported by the Arabic word to which they reter. But whetlier 
the term ^yid sliouW be rendered, with the Vulgate, Like a lion, or 

Act have pierced, 
considerable doubt, 
is Jkei, like a lion, is 
not a very natnral eapression. But it may mean that they tbllowed 
him, with special reference to those parts of his body which might 
help him to escape. On the whole, the reading l"i3 and IISB 
eeem to have no suifldent support; and "^^ilt^ is inadmissible. 

17. — my hones; i.e., on account of my emanation. 

18. 2'hey divide mi/ garments, &0. The sense maybe, My enemies 
are so sure of my death, that they proceed to divide my garments, as 
if I were dead ; or, My enemies look on me as their prey, and divide 
my possessions, even my garments, among themselves. 

at. ^ ife sward; i.e., the danger of death. — JWj blood; literally, 
my darling; a poetic name, to denote the life. 

22. — my broliren; i.e., in country and reli^on. 

26. The afflicted s/iatt eat, &c. ; i.e., the oppressed countrymen of 
the poet, who had shared his dangers and sufferings, shall partake of 
the Kstal sacrifices, and share his joy and gladness. 

27. — the ends of the atrth; i.e., the inhabitants of the most distant 

29. — therich,&c. These, with the poor in the next line, are men- 
tioned as composing the whole of mankind. (Comp. Ps. xlix. 2.) 
— eat and woi'ship; i.e., keep the fesdvals and worship. — goinij damn 
to the dual ; i.e.. ready to sink into the grave on account of extreme 
want and misery. 

81. — his rii/hteousness ; i.e., in granting protection an^ deliverance 
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This peftlm, which needs no analysis, was not probably written dur- 
ing the royal poet's pastoral life, but alter lie had become acqnaiDted 
wjtli adversity, and Jjad been surrounded by enemies, wliom, however, 
he Iwid probably subdued. (See ver. 5.) 

8. — reoiiieih irtjisoid; i.e., refreshes me when drooping siid feint- 
ing with fetigue, dSstresa, &c. — in jiaihs of safetg, &c. The allusion 
is still kept np to the alieep or flock, who are led, not over moant^ns, 
or throDgh hushes and stony places, but in plmn and eaie paths. 

4. — atialUyofdeaOitii:esliade,&c. The allusion is still to the flock ; 
And the meaning is, that, if, like the flock, the poet should stray into 
some gloomy valley as dark as death, he eliould fear no evil, being 
under the care of Uie heavenly Shepherd. 

6. Here tlie image is clianged. The blessuigs received by the poet 
are so great as to tie compared to a feast. — onoratesJ, &c. To the 
abondance and luxury of a feast it belongs, according K the customs 
of the East in ancient and modern times, to pour ih^tant oil on the 
guests. (Comp. Matt, xivi. 7; Amos vi. 7.) 

6. — I skali dweli, &c.; i.e., released from the dangers and toils 
of war, I shall have abundant opjjorlunity to worship Ihee in tho 
sanctuary; or perhaps, in a figurative sense, I shall enjoy the moat 
■ ■■ ■ ■ 'iththee. (See xvi, 8, &o.) 



Ps. XXIV. 

In this psrfm, it is set forth that Jehovah, the mater of heaven and 
earth, has yet a chosen dwelling-place upon the earth, where he is to be 
worshipped by the pure and righteous. Tliis glorious heavenly kh)g 
of.tlie Jewish nation is represented as entering the sanctuary, which is 
personified and exhorted to receive liim worthily. 

It is commonly suppoised that the occasion of it was the transfer of 
the ark of the (lovenant to tlie t^emacle on Mount Zion, as related in 
2 Sam. vi. 1, &c. But it seems more probable to me, that the psabn 
was written after the tame of X>avid, and fliat the galea which are so 
strikingly personified in the seventli verse are- the gates of the teraple- 
In tins case, we may suppose Hie psalm to liave been sung at the con- 
secration nf the temple, and the removal of the ark to it. There can 
beno'doubt that this isoneof the psalms which were snug reaponsivety 
by several choirs of singers. 

6. — A«dfai-or. There can be no doubt that HpIS is often used 
in the sense of fevor or kindness, considered as the consequence or 
reward of righteousness. (See Geaenius aiii! Farst ad verb,) This 
rendering is also Eupported by the Septusgint and Vnlgale, and tlie 
parallelism. 

6. Th^ thai sedc thy fao! ore Jacob; i,e., the true Jacob, or Israel of 
God. (Comp. lea-xHx. 8; and Introduction to Prophets, p. Ivi,) 

7. Lijl apyour heads, &c. Here, by a highly poetical conception, the 
gates even of the splendid temple of Solomon are represented as being 
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the Bjmbol of tlia King of kings. They 
elevate and expand tliemselvcs for liia admission, 
tilude suited to the grandeur of tlie occasion. 



Ps, XXV. 



Tliis is tlie first of the nlplmbetic psalms, each lerse heginning with 
a letter in the order of the Hebrew alphabet. 

4. — thy woj/s ; i.e., those which are acceptable to thee. 

5. — thy tniih) i.e., the true rightoousness or piety wliith thtin 
requirest. 

7. — "/"ty goiilh ; i.e., when, Uirough want of knowledge aiitl con- 
sideraHoa, or strength of appetite and passion, oue is most prone to go 

10. — hie conenant ; i.e., his laws, to the observers of which he has 
covenanted peculiar protecdon and fiivor. 

11. — % name's sake; i.e., in order to manifest thy goodness nud 
mercy, as in ver. 7. 

14. The friendship ; i.e., intimate converse, conMentiai intercourse. 
(Comp. Job XV. 8; Jer. sxiii. 18, Ixxix. 4.) 

Ps. XXVI. 

3. — before Toy e^; I.e., in my Hioughta continually. 

6. — v>ash my liaads in invoomce ; not " I peribrm the ceremony of 
washing my hands in testimony of my innocence," but " I keep my- 
self innocent." (Comp. Ixsiii. 18.) — go around thine altar; i.e., bring 
offerings, and Ireqaently ^pear around thine ^tar fbr tite ptupose of 
tlianksgiving. 

8. — thine honor dtoelleih. This may mean, "where thy glorious 
presence is found ; " or !' where thy wisdom, goodness, and mercy are 
manifested in hearing prayer, accepting worship," &c. 

Ps. XXVII. 

4. — the grace ai favor of ihe Laid. See se. 17; Zech. xi. 7. 

5. — in his pavilion, — secret place of his iabemacle. These are meta- 
phorical expressiona, denoting simply the sure protection and safety 
whicii would be afforded by God. 

10, — my father, &c. iFigurative expressions to denote extreme 
desei-lion. — Jaie me ap; i.e., under his protection, and be my 

Pb. XXVIII. 

2. — most holy saTielaari/ ; namely, that part of the tabernacle or 
temple called the holy of holies. 

6. — dointis of the Lord ; i.e., in Ms moral government of tlie world, 
snch as the pimisliments which he often inflicts on evil-doers. 
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Pa. SXIX. 

1. — sons of God; angels, or Ihe inlmbitanle of iieaven, Eeem to be 
denoted. (See Fs. lixxix. 6.) 

2. — AoJb attire; in allusion t th g rm nt w m by priests. (See 
Esod. xxxis. 1.) 

8. The voice of Jehocah; i.e., th tli d Ap raonlficaljon. — the 
jreof vtaiers; I.e., the waters abo tl fifm m t. (Comp. Ter. 10, 
dY. 8; Gen. 1. 7.) 

6. — Smon; ftnother name fH n n See Dent. iil. 9. 

9. —Ihe fiiiitfo, &c.; i.e., th gl t (C nip. 1 Sam. iv. 19.) 

Pa. SXX. 

7. — made my moiaiiaia strong. This may be a metaphorical expres- 
sion, meaning, thou liast placed rae in safety. (Comp. xsvii. 1.) Or, 
leas probably, my tiunintain may mean toy power, my greatness. 

0. — dasl; i.e., my body, turned to dusts 

11. — sackcloth; the garment of mourning. (Comp. 2 Sam. iii. 81 ; 
1 Kings xx. 32.) 

Ps. XXXI. 

The occssion of this psalm seems to be altogether nucertain. " It 
is a mixture of prayers and praisea, and professions of confldenee in 
God, all wHoh do well together and are helpful to one anotlief. Paith 
and prayer must go together. He that believes, let him pray ; and he 
that prays, let him beu^e ; for tlie prayer of ^th is fJie prevailing 
prayer."^ 

12. - 



20. — »«TC( place, &.C (See the note on xxvii. 6.) 

21. — As in a fori'ified dty; i.e., I have heen protected ^j him as 
effeotually as I could hare been by a fortified city. 



2. — no guile ; i.e., He does not dissemhle with God in his acknowl- 
edgment of sin and profession of penitence. 

8. — kepi silence; i.e., did not aeknowledge my sins to God. — my 
banes. Comp. Froy. svii. 22. 

4. — Mg moisture; i.e., yital nioistnre, life-blood. 

6. ■ — floods of great waters. An image denoting overivliclm-'ng 
calamities. 
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9. — Because they will not <mite near thee. The meaning is, Be ye not 
(lialrustful of God, and unwilling to approaoh him in confidence and 
oteiiience, like the lioiae and the mule, who will not come near t]ie 
owner to obeerve his directions, unless tliey are forced by tlie bridle 



harps of ditferent speciea. It is not known in wliat respects Uiej 
differed. 

17. The horse, &Q. Comp. Prov. xxi. 31. 

Ps. XXXIT. 

This is the second alphahoticaJ psalm. (See the Introduction.) The 
Hebrew inscription HBsigns an oucaeioa for the eomposition of the 
psalm. Bat it is not very consistent wilh tliis ioecripljoii, that 
tlie psalm should contain no definite allusions to the circumstances of 
David, and tliat it should contain so muck of a merely didactic nature, 
drawn from the genera! experience of homan life. It is also douhtfiil 
■whether any of the alpl^ahetical psahns belong to ao early a period as 
that of David. 

5. — shall have light; i.e., your counteaajiccB shall be brightened 
with joy. (See the note oniiii. 8.) — be ashataed; i.e., through dis- 
appointment, orfailureof your expectations. 

6. This nffiiOed man. The poet points to himself, as an instance 
of one delivered from trouble. 

7. — atiffda of the Lord. Comp. Gen. xxiii. 1, 2 ; 2 Kings vi. 17, 
10. Yoiing lioni. It is doubtfol whether tins is to be understood in 

a literal or a figurative sense. Accordnig to the fbmier, the meaning 
will be, that even young lions, with all their strength, cannot always 
procure fbod for themselves; according to the latter, young lions will 
mean poneribl and mpacioos men, who are often reduced to wuit. 
Perhaps the last is preferable, though the first is adopted by several 
critics. (Comp. xxxv. 17, Iviii. 6 ; Jer. ii. 15.) 

!J0. — all his bones ; an emphatic expression to denote the whole 
man. (Comp. xxxv. 10.) 

21. — desinjeth; because he has none to deliver him, like the 
righteous. 

Ps. XXXV. 

One opinion in regard to the oecaaicn of this psalm is mentioned in 
the text. Another is, tliat it relates to the enemies of David who 
sided with Absalom. Perhaps the most probable supposition is, that 
the occasion of the psalm is unknown. 

6. — Mas the aitgd of the Lord drive ihem ; i.e., so that they shall 
stumble and fiiU, Probably the writer conceived of the angel as a 
person emploj-ing tlie elements, or human means, l» inflict punisliment 
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. e.. Thejoai 
all which can support or dehght my i 
of children. 

13. — tamed to my bosom ; I.e., I prayed with my head beat towards 
my boaom. This was a posture in prayer s^d to be common among 
tlie Orienlals, (Comp. 1 Kings xviii. 42.) In Lane's Modern Egyp- 
tians (vol. i. p. 109), a Mahometan posture in prayer eomewliat simi- 
lar is represented. 

19. — wink witk the ^e. The paralleUsm aeema Ki show that Uds 
viaa a token of triumph. 

20. — notpeace; i.e., what is injurious and destraetire. 

21. — seela it; i.e., what wc hare long wished for uoncerning our 
enemy. 

22. — be not silenl ; i.e., do not refuse to answer my prayer. 



Ps. XXXVI. 

ft seems tome to beidle to think of finding in the history of David 
an occasion for a psalm liaving so general a subject as this. 

J. To speak, &c. The translation of this difficult passage which 
I have adopted, is substantially that of Luther, Le Clerc, Gesenins, 
and De Watte. Somewhat similar commencementa of poetical com- 
piraidons may be seen in xlr. 1, oi. 1 ; Isa. ilv. 1. If we might ad<q»l 
a various reading, which is found in most of the aDcienl versions, the 
rendering might be. The toicked hatit an omde or iitapiratioa' of angodli- 
neis in hia heart. Ou the whole, it seems best to adhere to the Hebrew 
text 

2. — in hU oiBn eyes ; i.e., the wicked flatters and beguiles hia own 
conscience. — Jbmd oat and hated. Literally, to tlie Joidiag out of his 
imqaity, the Aaliag. To And out iniquity, seems, according to Scrip- 
ture usage, to carry with it the idea of retribution. (See Gen. xliv. 
16.) As there ate nearly as many esposMons of ver. 1 and 2 as there 
are coinmentators, of course their meaning must be considered 
doubtful. 

6. — a great deep. This expression seems here to refer to the 
extent and all-pervading character of the Divine judgments, rather 
than to their unsearchableness or mysteriousness. 

8. — oinaidance of Oig liouse. The world full of the riolies of God's 
bouD^ seems here to be figuratively represented as a Other's house 
filled with wealth. 

0. — ^ life; i.e., of liappineas. — Through thy Ui/hl, &c.; i.e., 
through thy favor we enjoy happiness or prosperity. (Comp. iv. 6; 
EaUi. Tiii. 16 ; Isa. lis. 9.) 

11. — remove me; i.e., compel me to wander from my house, (dty, 
country, &c. 

Ps, XXXVII, 
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324 NOTES. 

on aucomit of ttie oppression which yon are obliged fo endure 
(Comp. X. IS.) — detigU in, otfeed on. Comp. Prov. xy, 14. 

9, — iahent the land. Tbis expreBBion seems here, and in Ter. 11, 
to denote a guieC, undisturbed possesEioii of tlie country, anmolested 
by oppressors, ti oUier pasBages ic may liave a flgurftfive sense. 

13. — Ais Jay,-i.e., ofpunislmient. (Corap, ver. 86 ; Job xviii. 20,J 

18. — thar mherilanee shall ewtfiire for ever ; i.e., in Oie land of 
Canaan, as in ver. 11, 27, 29. They sfiall never be driyeu from the 
land. If tlie pliraee be used in a flgumtiTe eense, it is plain, trow 
the connecliou, that it must denote temporaL bleesings. 

21. The viidced ban'owelh, &o. It is proi>^le, from the connection, 
liiat tlie meaning of this verse is tliat tlie wicked is condnuallj bor- 
rowing, without haTJng llie means to repay, wliile tbe righteous has 
the ability to be generous. (Comp. Ueut. xxviii. 12.) 

87, 88. Comp. Prov. xxiii. 18; xsiv. 14, 20; v, 4; Job slii. 12. 
Posterity. TJus meaning seems l« be avored by the followii^ verse, 
where Oie term tT'inN!, again occurs. To say that (fcenJ of tlie wicked 
shall be aU off eeema inoongruoua. Tlie tenn certainly has the mean- 
ing " posterity " in Amos it. 2, il. 1 ; Dan. xi. 4. The Beptua^t 
TersiOD, a remnanC, iyKaToX^/ifia, is to thepeace/at man, also aupporta it. 
Some translate tlie line. That a future, or hereafter, i.e., a happy one, 
is to the man of peace. But this does not so well suit ver. 88, The 
prindpal objection to the h^aiislatjon of the Mmmon veraion is, that 
neither Helttew grammar, nor nsage, will allow BS^ to be rendered, <^ 
ilml man, in sncb a c( 



Ps, xxxvm. 

The opinion of some commentators, tliat this and other psalms 
represent tlie condition of the whole Jewish nation, under the image 
of a single man in distress, seems to me to carry very little proW 
bility with it. 

8. — no soundTiess m my flesh. A condition of dlsta^ss is probaWy 
represented figuratively by disease. 

4. — rpiie over my head, Sc.; i.e., the consequenceB of my sins have 
overwhelmed me lifce a flood of waters. 

14. — is no I'ef^y; i.e., who is able to give no answer, or reproof, 
to tliose who upbraid him. 

18. For I confess, &c. He gives a reason why he hopes to be 
heard; namely, Uiat he lias experienced great sorrow and pain on ac- 
count of his sins. 



2. — enen vihai was good; i.e., lest I should say si 
I resolved to say nothing either good or bad. 

3. — the Jire bur^t forth. Tlie fiie Of disconten 
seems to bo intended. Dr. Henry thus correctly co 
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"Binding the distempered part did but dra 

could bcidi" ' '" ' ■""' — " " ' ' ' 

6. — in 
remarks, " Our lift 
Ufe ; it TotuElietli in a trice." 

■ 8. — all my transgressions ; i.e., from my distresses, the i 
quences of my traiiBgressionB. 



Ps. XL. 

In tills psalm the writer gires fervent thanks to Go3 for some 
great deliverance wliich he had experienced, and for many general 
mercies. He expresses also tlie feeling, that the best acknowledg- 
ment which he can make to God is, not by sacrifices, but by obedience 
to bia law. Tlio latter part of the psalm contains a prayer for deliv- 
erance from evils and dangers wbiuh still encompassed the wi'iter. 

It is so pkun that the wi'iter of tlie pealiu who begins in the first 
person, "I trusted steadftistly," &c., is the subject of it throu ghoul, 
that it is surprising tliat any one, who rejects the typical or allo- 
gorical mode of in.terpreta,tion as unfounded, can suppose the psalin 
to relate to any other person except the writer of Jt, Tlie psahn 
contains no prophecy of any kind, bat only thanksgiving for the past, 
a desoription of the present, and prayer for the future. The author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, adopting an erroneous translation of 
the Septuagint version, namely, " A body thou hast prepared for 
me," instead of, " Mine ears thou hast opened," applies ver. 6-8 to ■ 
tlie Messiah. But he does this according to the tTpical or allegorical 
mode of interpretation which he employs elsewhere in the Epistle, 
and which was regarded as valid by Ids contemporaries. It is only 
in this typical sense, that the great mass of Christian interpreters 
have supposed the psalm to relate to tlie Messiah. In its primary 
sense, they have supposed David to be the subject of it throughout 
Hengstenberg obsei-ves (Comment, on Psalms, p, 65), " The direct 
Messianic exposition, which was very wifle-spread in former times, 
lias hut a weak foundation in the ciuotafion of ver. B-8 in He- 
brews, chap. X. And affirmations such as that put forth by (ho 
author himself (i.e., Hengstenherg), at tlie beginning of his career, — 
' Tliere can he no douht, that he who acknowledges the Divine 
authority of the Epistle to tlie Hebrews must decide for tlie Mes- 
sianic exposilioii,' — lose all meaning w lien a deeper insight has been 
obtained into the way and manner iu which the New Testament, and 
especially the Epistle to the Hebrews, handles the declarations of the 
Old Testament,'' 

The last five verses are found repeated aa the seventieth psalm, 
which was probably an extract from this ibr purposes of religious 
worship. 

6, — Mine ears liaii Iiasi opened. Tins may mean, TIiou hast 
revealed to me the tmtb, that sacrifices and ohiadons are not accept- 
able to thee, except as tliey are expressive of inward feeling, of an 
obedient will, aud the devotion of myself to God- or, TIiou has! 
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inclined me to obey tliy commaiitls. As one's ears are openec!, or 
atteiirive, eitlier to receive information, or to listen to commands as a 
eervant. In 1 Sam. ii, 16 ; xx. 2, 12, 13 ; xxii. 8, 17, the eKpressions, 
"he liad told in liis ear," "will show it me," are. in tlie Hebrew, 
•ilItlTlK nJjJ or nbiy "ha had uncoTered," or "will UHCover his, 
or'myear." (Comp' Isa. L 4, 6.) In Ruth iv. 4, "I thought to adrer- 
tiee thee," U, in the original, "I iJiought to uncover thine ear," 
(Comp.-Job xxidii 16; xxxvi. 10.)' On the whole, the liret rneaning 
Beems heat supported by analogous phrases and by the connection. 

7. Tlier^ore I said; l.e, since ttiou dost not desire offerings, but 
Dhedience, I said to myself, or pnrposed. A tery common Hebrew 
idiom. — Lo, I come; i.e., inatead of brining sacrifices and offer- 
ings, I come and personally devote myaelf to tlij service; 1 stand 
ready to do thy wilL So Le Clere, " Venio, ut libi paterem." Some 
eriticB find a difficulty in making the phrase "I come" mean so 
much aa I come in Ike mag of oliedieiux. It is true, there is no inatancie 
of phraseology predeely similar. Bnt the connection is very much in 
liiTor of this meaning, and it is difficult to conceive what other mean- 
ing David could have had, when he said, " 1 come." We may even 
suppose ver. 9 to be tlie completion of the tliought, which he may not 
have fully expressed in the words " I come." Tliat is, supposing 
that be intended to say,/. mme to do th^ will, the parenthesis "In the 
scroll of tlie book it is preacribed to me " being introduced, instead 
of closing the sentence in form, he cloaea it virtually by the exclama- 
tion, " O ray GodI to do thy will is my delight," &c. Lengerke saya, 
"I came;" i.e., to thy house (ver. 7). I appear in thy presence, 
(xlii. 4) ; or, to the altar of God (xliii. 4), not with ofTerings, but pre- 
pared W do thy will. — lathe saoii of tlie book; i.e., the hook of the 
law, of the w^-known Oriental form. Some understand the phrase 
to denote the book of the divine purposes. Bnt it does not seem 
agreeable to the phraseology of the Soripturee that any one should 
say of himself, that it was written in the Divine mind that he 
should be obedient to the wili of God. The connection in this 
passage rather points us to the book-roll of the divine law. — it is 
prexribed to me. The same Hebrew expression is used in 2 Kings 
nil. 13, translated in the common version, " Our Withers have not 
hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that 
which is written concerning us," where the meaning evidently is, 
"prescribed to us." Hengstonberg observes (p. 72), "The parallel 

J assies, as also the connection, dedde against the expositions of the 
Teasianic interpreters, '/( is written of me.' " (Comp. Bsth. ix. 23; 
ProT. xxii. 20; Hos. viii. 12.) Another translation of ver. 7 is given 
hy Gesenius and Ewald, as follows : — 

Wltli tlie scroll of the book which Is prescTtbed to mc." 

That of r>e Wetle is, "Lo, I come with the scroll of the book written 
in my heart;" a free rendering for "written upon me." But if, by 
"coming witli the scroll of tlie hoot," we nnderstand, with Ewald, 
that the poet came into the temple before God with tfie hook of the 
law in his hands, this would be a mere symbol, as much as the olfei-- 
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ing of sRcriflces, and might be peTformed without trae obedience. 
The translatioii, or rather paraphrase, of De Wette strikes me as quite 
forced. 

12. — My iaigmlKB hane orortoten me. Some who apply the whole 
psalm exdusively to the Messiah, being pressed with tlie dittit^uliy 
wliich tliis line presents, translate, " My dislresaes have overtaken me. 
But there is no clear case in the Scriptures, in which yO, though a 
word of very common occurrence, denotes distress or calamity, ejicej)t 
in passages where, hy sjinecdoche of the eSk^t for the cause, it de- 
notes that distress which is Che consequence of sin. If, theretbre, we 
do not translate the line, ]^u iniquities, &c., we must translate Mji puii- 
iehaiads, or My disli-esses, the coBSeqaences of mj sins. 2 Sam. xvi. 12 
may seem to be an exception. Bnt why may not David have regarded 
the rebellion of Absalom as a punishment tbr his sins? The new 
translation, therefore, which Professor Stuart* proposes, does not re- 
move the diffieaity. 

Pb. XLI. 

This psalm is commonly supposed to have been composed by David 
during the rebellion of Absalom. A dangerous sickness, as well as 
the reproaches and persecution of domestic euemiea, seems to have 
been the occasion of it. 

1. — the poor. The poet is led to make this commendation of kind- 
ness to the afflicted, in consequence of having felt the want of it. 

S. — all /lis bed, &a. ; i.e., thou wilt change his bed of sickness into 
a bed of healtL 

4, — sinned agaijist ikee; i.e., I am sufl&ring on account of my sins 
against thee. 

8. — deaveih, &c. ; i.e., in its consequences ; in the miseries which 
are upon him. 

9. — who did eat of my bread. If the s^ue sentiment prev^led 
among the Hebrews, whi^ prevails at the present day among the 
liedotlin Arabs, of sara^d regard to the person and property of one 
with whom they have eaten bread and salt, the language is very forci- 
ble. — liJUd «p his hed; a melaphor drawn from the horse, which 
attacks with its heels. Tliis language may well have been used by 
our Saviour, in John xiii. 18, in the way of rhetoricd illustration or 

13. This floxology was, in all probabilily, placed hero by the col- 
lector of this flret book of forty-one psalms. (See p. Bl, &c.) 



Pb. XLII., XLin. 

E undouhtedl:f form but one ooroposifion. They 
A are written in the same style. The conciuiling 
le same that occurs in Ps. xlii., and which is re- 
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peated after every five veraea. In forty-six Hebrew mannEcripts, 
there is no separation between the two psalms. For beauty of imagery, 
depth, and oatamlness of religious feeling, and the very striking luaa- 
nerin which llie voice of religion in llie poet's inmost soul is beard 
in tlie refeaios, etilUng the tempest of anxiety and grief caused by hiB 

situation, this psalm is so admirable Uiat it «—'-'- ■ ' — 

in any language. It seems to have been wtn 
mies of the Jewish nation and religion. 

1. As the hart, &c. " In tlie East, wbere si 
and where the deer are so otien ehased by their savage oi 
the forest and the glade, no wonder that they are olien driven from 
their favorite haunta to the parched grounds. After this, tlieir tlih-st 
becomes excessive; but they dare not return to Che water, lest tliey 
should again meet the enemy. When tlie good Bamar and bis people 
went through the thirsty wilderness, it is written, ' As the deer c 

for water, so did they.' In going through " ■ " ^ — .— .i— . 

thirst was so great, I cried out like the di 
Illustrations. 

2. — the lining God; In contradistinction fl^m the idol gods, by (lie 
worshippers of which the poet was surrounded. — appear befare God: 
i.e., in his liouse of worship. The Hebrews attached an importance 
to the place of worsliip ahnost beyond the conception of ChrisUaos at 
the present day. 

5. — / sliaU get praise him, &c ; i.e., I shall yet be delivered or re- 
stored, and tlLus have cause to praise him. 

6. — of Jordan. This may mean the land beyond tlie Jordan, or 
flie land iymg near tlie sonrues of the Jordan. 

7. Deep ailtelh, &u, j i.e., one billow calletU for Hnother to follow 
close upon it; i.e., one trouble comes upon me after another in quick 
succession. — w/Ueifnlls, &c. The irresistible and overwhelming 
calainitiea wliich came upon the poet are denoted. 

8. — his pyaiae teas wita me; i.e., on account of the happy condition 
in whioh I found myself. — God of mj li/e; i,e',, the Preserver of my 
life. 

XLIII. 8 



Ps. XLIV. 

This psalm ia supposed by Calvin and many mudern interpreters 
to have been composed in the time of the Maccabeus (see 1 Mace, 
chap, i.; 2 Mace, cliap. v.}, a suppositjon to which there seems to be no 
valid objection, and winch is as well suited to tlie contents of ttie psalm 
as any which has been made. 

12. — sdiest, &c Tins language ia probably figurative, denoting. 
Thou deliverest thy people into the liands of tlieir enemies, without 
promoting tliine own interest or honor. 

22. — for thy sake; i.e., for no other reason than our attachment to 
tliy service and worship. (Comp. 1 Mace, chap, i.) 

26. — bowed down, — cleavetli, &c. These are linages denoting ex- 
treme depression and sorrow. (Coinp. cxiii. 7 ; Lam. ii. 10; Job ii, 8.) 
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P XL 

ThU ode appears to have b p, d ome courUy tard on 

the occasion of the ting's ta g to mse queen. There Beems 
to be no objection to the pre lU ni it was composed on 

the mftrrifl^ ot Solomon wi g le king of Egypt, 03 

recoriled in 1 Kings iii, I. 1 ae (1, tiiat iJie asciiption 

of warlike qiialitjes to the ki g is m ais vith this supposition. 
But lias it been the custom poe r erea of writera of 

dedicatory epistles to kings, t fi tl id U s to strict history, in 
Betting forth the prMsee of We must also reuollect 

that Oriental naage altowa a m hig of exaggeration than 

tJjat of the Western world. The apphi-atjon of tlie ode to Solomon 
as its subject is, however, matter oi' conjecture, fiivored by the fact 
tliat Solomon is known to have married a foreign princess. But it 
may have been compuaed in honor of several of tlie Jeniali kings. 

The ode hegina with a sort of procemiuni, having some resemblance 
to a poet's address to liis Muse (ver. 1). The king is then pluiaed for 
his personal beauty and graceful apeech (ver. 2) ; fbr liis mlGtary quali- 
fications (ver. 8-5), and the stability and rectitude of his govemmeut 
(ver. 6, 7) ; for the spleiidoi' of his dresa, and the munificence of his 
establishment, especially for the beauty and high birth of tlie mera- 
becB of his harem, among whum the queen is pre-eminent [ver. 8, 9). 
Then tbllows an appropriate apostrophe to the qoeen (ver. 10-12), and 
a descriplion of her splendid dress and retinue {ver, 13-15), and of her 
future happiness as the mother of a long line of kings and princes 
(ver. 16). Finally, the poet expresses liia conviction, that he, by his 
poem, shall preserve her name and fame to all coming geaerations. 

In lliia general account of the ode, moat Chriatian interpreters 
agree. But it has been mainlained, that there is a sense in which tlie 
toguage is applicable to Jesus Christ Thus, the English version 
most in use befbre King James's has the following caption to the 
psalm : " The niiyesty of Solomon, his honor, strengtJi, beauty, riches, 
and power are praised ; and also his mamage with the Egyptian, 
being an heathen woman, is blessed, if tliat she can renounce lier peo- 
ple and the love of her country, and give herself wliolly to her hus- 
band. Under the which figure, the wondertiil m^esty and increase of 
the kingdom of Christ, and the Church, Ills spouse, now taken of the 
Gentiles, is described." 

The arguments by wliich the application of the psalm to our 
Saviour haa been defended are the same as those which have been used 
in relation to the Canticles, and may be answered in tlie same way. 
(See the Introduction to Canticles.) 

The unknown author of the Epistie to the Hebiews, who delights 
in myeijcal or allegorical interpretations has applied two verses of this 
psalm to Jesus Christ But it by no meins iolow= thit he would 
liftve appl ed the whole of it to I im Tlie allegoncal mterpielahon 
knows no laws All the acknowledged laws by which the meaning 
of language is obl'uned lead to its absolute and entire r^ection 
With respe ■t to the application of ver 6 -md T bj the luthnr 
of the Ejistle to tie Hebrews it was made au-ording tu a u u Id 
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of interpretation wliicli was regarded by his contemporaries as valid, 
but whicll can have no tbrce witli a logical interpreter of the pres- 
ent day. It seems that the Jews do not regard tlie province of 
inspiration aa extending to matlers of interpretation. Thns, MmtqO' 
uidea,* giving iJie eenlimenls of the Jewish doctors or wise men, 
says, "In distiuisition and reasoning, and judgment in the law, 
prophets are on a level with oUier wise men of equal abilities nho are 
not endued with the spirit of prophecy. If a thousand proplieca, all 
equal to Elijah and Eliaha, should offer «i interpretation of any pre- 
cept, and a thousand and one wise men should ^ive a contrary inter- 
pretation of it, ne are bound to abide by the opinion of the thousand 
and one wise men, and to reject the opinion of the thousand illustrious 
prophets." It appears to rae tliat this distinction is juat. Infiillible 
inspiration will assert, aot argue. Wheu one undertnfces to argae, lie 
refers the matter, by the very nature of the process, to the reason and 
judgment of him whom he addresses. 

ShosJiaaaim. Musical mstruments, prohably so called ftom their 
resemblance in form to lilies. — toaeii/ song; otlierwise, ioeesoRg, epilia- 
lamium. 

1. — is ooerflomng; literally, bubbles up or boils over with a good 
- " « Btrictlyi good discourse. But this word ia not applicable 

'"■-—"- Tag iBork, iike the Greek ma/iia, poem or song, 
'y work is for the king. — tike the pen of a rmdg 
IS fast, perhaps as finely, aa an expert penman 
can tB^e down words with his pen or reed. 

2. Personal beanly was regarded by Ibe ancients as an important 
accomplishment in a hero. Thus, David, In 1 Sam. xvi. 12, is prised 
for his beanty. So in Homer, Agamemnon, Achilles, Hector, &c. 

5, 4, 6. Instead of promisii^ to the king in general terms prosperity 
aodvietory, the poet, in a vivid and picturesque way, represents hicn 
as arming for the conflict, and going K>r& among tbe nations, adorned 
with all tiie regal virtues, and achieving the most splendid victories. 

6. Thi/ throne is God's; i.e., is upheld and prospered by Qod. Gkid 
has placed thee upon it, and he will have it under his peculiar care, 
(Corap. ii. 6, 7 ; cxi. 2.) So, in Pa. civ. IS, trees o/ the Lord denote 
trees planted and nourished l^ God. Tliis Iranshiljon and exposition, 
as given by Qesenius in his Hebrew Thesaurus (p. OS) and bis Hebrew 
Grammar (g 141), I regard as on the whole the most probable. It is 
also Uie ti'anslation of the Jewish critic, Aben Ezra, who refers to 
Chron. xxix. 23, T&en Solomon sat on the throite of Hie Lord, &c That 
the term God should be applied to Solomon or a Jewish king is a sup- 
position which is not wholly without support from Hebrew usage. 
Thus, when tlie witch of Bndor sees Samuel, she says, " I see a God, 
15"'0^?> rising out of the earth." But it seems to me more probable 
that it is used in tlie same sense as in ver. 7, and in the psalms gen- 
erally. If any preffec the renderuig of the common version, the mean- 
ing will be, " Thy throne, O mighty king I " &c. The supposition, tliaf 
tilie king who is the subject of tlie psalm is addressed as the Supreme 
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Being, ia repelled by the connection in rer. 7,* where h 
as aiioinied, &c., above his fdhais; and by the wtiole contcms oi me 
psalm. WliateTet may be the true interpretation, tliis cannot be. A 
translation of tlie line somewhat different is given by De Wette and 
Hupfeld; namely, — 

" Tliy tbrone of God ehall afcma fcr ever j " 



" Goa ia tbj tbcone for eror and eyar ; " 

I.e., God is the snpport and foandation of Ihy throne. But as sceptre 
ia the Eutu'eet, not the predicate, of the proposition in the parallel line, 
it seems more natural to regard ihi-one as the subject, not the predicate, 
in this, —for eoer and euer. This is a common Oriental idiom ' 

Sress long duration. (See Ixi. 5, ssi.4, with the note; 2 Sam. i 
Chron. xvii. 11-14.) 

7. — atiointed thee with the oil of gkidaess ; i.e., has given thee great 
joy orprosperi^. (Corop.sxiii.fi; Ifla.lxi.8.) The image seems to be 
borrowed &oni the use of &agr)tnt oil at teasis and simUar 
— abose Uigfellmm ! i.e., above other kings. 

8. — ivori/ palaces ; i.e., adorned or bordered vfjth ivory. 



ihg c/msen momeit; literally, tku precioa 



a other m 

gueen. 

10. — Foi-get % people; i.e., dispel the regret which you may liave 

on leaviog your nation and the house of your fiither. 

12. — damliler of Tyre; i.e., the Tyrians. (See the note on ix. 14.) 
16. Instead of thy fathers, &e. As you part tom royal parents, yon 

sliall be the mother of royal cliildren. 



Ps. SLVI. 

2. — Ihongh the earth be changed; i-e,, though the earth become sea, 
and the sea kind. 

4. A Timr, &c. ; i.e., of Jerusijem, the city of God. We need 
not inquire what particular river or atreame are meant A gentle 
rivei' with its streams seems to be used as an image to denote tlie 
peaceful state of Jerusalem, as contrasted with a condition of war and 
commotion. 

6. — fall earli/ ; hterally, before momiiiff appears; i.6., witli the ntv- 
most readiness, as a person wlio means tr> accomplish a ikroriie objeob 
rises early for it. (Comp. Jer. vii, 13, 25. ) 

6. — He altered his voiix, &c The meaning aeems to be, that the 
inhabitants of the earth melted, as it were, with teiror at the sound 
of his voice, and were wholly discomfited. 
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of Jauoi) " iu tlie u 
XX. 15. 

5. — goeih inj with a sftoiri, &0. Thie alludes, proliably, to Uie carry- 
ing of the ark in aolemn procession to Mount Zion, od its ratum irom 
some war to wliioh. it may have beea carried. (Comp. 1 Sam. iv. 3-5; 
2 Sam. vi. 15, si. 110 

9. The princes of the nations. It seema moat agreeable to the 
phraseology to underetand this of the nations mentioned aa eubdued 
ill ver, 3. Otherwise, leaders of the tribes of Israel have been sup- 
posed to ba denoted. 

1'3. XL VIII. 

The most common and the most probable supposition respecting 
the occasion of this psalm is, that it was composed in reference to the 
Tictoij obtmned by Jehoahaphat over the combined Ibroes of the Moab- 
ites, Ammonites, and £domlles, as recorded in 2 Chron. cliap. XX. 
Othera have referred it to the deliverance ftom tiie invasion of Sen- 
nacherib. 

2. — of Che tnhoie enrtS. This must be regarded as the hyporbolieal 
description of a Hebrew poet, ascribing liis own patriotic feelings to 
the inhabitimts of foreign laui^. — '1' he joy of the farthest Norlk. This 
rendering ia more thvored by Che paralleham than the translation com' 
monly given to the line, and at least as much by the grammatical 
couslrnction. It is adopted by De Wette, Tholuuk, and Gesenius. 
(See Ges. Thesaur. on HS^";) 

7. — OS lohen the east mind, &a,, referring to ver, 4-6. — ships of 
Tarshisk; i.e., which, saihng probably from Phcenieia to so distant a 
place OS Tarshish in Spain, would be the lai^est and strongest of 

8. — have heard; i.e., from our fethers. 

10. — of rightewisness s manifested in the punishment of the ene- 
mies of thy people,' equivalent to righteoas judgments in the next verso. 

11. — tfoujAlers of Jadah, It , may be considered as doubtM, 
whether this phrase denotes the lesaer dties of Judah in comparison 
with the metropolis, or the female minatiels who celebrated Uie vic- 



Ps. XLIX. 

The subject of this didactic psalm is subatsntially the same as that 
of >s. xxxix., IxKiii., and in feet of Ihe whole Book of Job. It is de- 
signed to meet the doubts which arise in the ramd op the contemphi ' 
Hon of the manner in whicli good and evil are distributed in llie 
world; the wicked often etijoylug jirosperi^, and the righteous sii^ 
ferhig adversity. In this ps^m, spiritual good, internal peace, a aensu 
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It is obaarvable.tliat wealth aloue ia mentioned as the evidence of 
the prosperity of the wicked. It is not improbable, therefore, tlmt the 
poet was one of roany wlio were Buffering under die oppression and 
extortion of rioh. and powert'ul enemies ] possibly tbi'eign enemies, 
enemies of tlie Jewish nation. 

1, Sear ihia, &a Tlie poet begins witli the solemn dignily of a 
pcopbet summoning the whole world to listen to a lesson of refiglous 
wisdom which couceriie every class of men. 

i. — iactine mine em: Tins may mean that the poet wonld give 
close attention to what he was about to sing npon the harp; or that 
he wonld listen in order to reoeiTe what should be auggestecl to liia 
soul, as other poets are said to listen to the Muse. 

* -the redem^n of Ml life; i.e.,{v<im death. I have reversed 



the order of the eighth and ninth verses lor the aake of el 

11, — men celebi-aie, &c ; more liferaily, Men coil upon Iheir names, &c 
I'Z. — joaa, who is in hmor, &u. ; i.e., possessed of dignity, wealth, 

13. — the way, &0. ; i.e., of thinking and acting. (See ver. 11.) 
It. Like sheeiij i.e., huddled together into tlie lower world, as 
sheep into a fold. — Death shall fem upo« ihem; i.e., consume them; 
or Veath atioll feed them! i.e., be their shepherd, rule them. The term 
riJ>1 admits of either rendering. — Iraiaple upon them; i.e., on the 
graves of those whom tliey feared when alive. 

15. — ii/ill redeem my Ufep'om the undennorld, &c, This language is 
in itself ambiguous ; it being, douhcful whether tlie meaning is, that 
God would lengthen out the life of the writer, and not suffer him to 
go down to a premature grave, while his insidious adversaries were cut 
off, like slaughtered beasts; or whether the meaning is, tliat God 
would restore him to life after he was dead and hurled. Similar lan- 
guage is found in Hosea xiii. 14, — 



In fills passage from Hosea, the meanhig is, that God was willing to 
save the nation of Israel from temporal destruction. So in Ps. Ixxsiu. 
48, we read,— 

In these lines, too, the meaning is, that no one can help ilying and 
going down to the grave. Tiiese passages seem to fiivor the opinion, 
that by God's redeeming tlie poefs life from the underworld is meant, 
that God would not permit him to go down into it prematurely, and 
not that be would raise him frara the dead. It appears, loo, from ver. 
6, that he was in clanger &'om insidious foes ; so that the thought is 
agreeable to the connection, that God would not suffer these foes to 
bring liim to a prematme grave. Hengstenberg says, " According 
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to the connection and the contrast, the re(lemption of the soul of the 
righteous fiv)m Sheol cau mean noliiing but deliverance fir)m imme- 
diate danger." 

On the other haw!, the course of remark which Hie poet puraitea 
might lead ua, from our CiuisEiaii point of view, to the idea of immor- 
tal felicity, as the great distinction hetween the good and the bad. 
The poet himself says, ill ver. 10, that the wise die some time or 
other, as well as llie foolish. But we must remember, that thooghts 
which are Eimiliar to us might not l>e in the mind of a Hebrew wriler 
of tiiat age. In the Boot of Job, of Ecclesiastes, of Pcoverba, and 
otlier books of the Old Testament, we might expect the doctrine of 
a blissful immortality to be brought in, to account ftir the aniferinga 
of the righteous. But we do notSnd it. (See the Introductions to Job, 
Eeclesiaeiea, aud ftoverba.) If the doctrine were known lo die 
writers of tlie I'aalma, we might expect it to he stated more diatincdy, 
and to occupy an important place in the minds of the writera. On the 
whole, theretbre, it seems most probable that fiiith in a happy immor- 
tality is not what is expresaed by the writer in thia verae, but only 
confidence of delivei'ance from tlie danger of death. Inward, spiritual 
good, the Jriendahip of God, and trust in him at nil times, appear to 
have eonsUtated, in the mind of the poet, tlie diatinelion between the 
righteous and the wicked, howerer improhable it may seem at first 
view to a Chriatian that those who had attained anch elevated religious 
sentiments in other reapecW ahoald be destitute of Mth in a deairable 
immortally of the human soul. (See the note on vi. 5. See also a 
good discussion of (he subject in Hengstenberg on the Psalms, vol lii. 
pp. btxxi.-btxxix., English translation.) ■ — take nie under his can: 
For a similar use of HpS- see Ixxiii. 2i ; Dent. iv. iffl. 

17. — caTTji nutkmg away. — 

Pb. L. 

Tlie Bublime theophany with which this psalm is introduced (ver. 
1-6) is to be regarded aa a poetical representation, the meaning of 
which ia, that the sentiments, proroisea, and denunciations which fol- 
low have the sanction of Divine authority. The mode of representor 
tion is designed to arrest the attention of the reader. 

1, — adkl/i the eartk; i.e., summons the inhabitants of the whole 



2. — perfusion of heanty. SeexlTiii.2; Lam.ii, 15. — shindh/oiih; 
i.e., appears in splendor. 

8. — iciU not be silent ; i.e., his approach is manifested by thunder. 
(Com p. Bxod. xix.) 

4. — iheheavena, — tie earth; i.e., calls the inhabitants of them to 
be, as it were, witnesses of proceedinga in court. 

" ' " " " 'o be mj godlt) ones, and 
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by the Wood of floerifloes, wishing that thev migi t Le dealt with Lke 
the victiuia, if they did not fulfil tlieir enga|[eineiits 

11. — be/ore me; i.e., I know them, as in tlie pietedin^ I ni. anl 
conseqaently have them ready at my eervice 

20, Thou silUst; i.e., in company wilh others in public places 
— (Ajne own malkfr's son. Polygamy being iliowed among the He 
brews, they who were born of tiie same mother were in a more m 
tiiiiate velation to each other than they who had. only ttie same latlier 

ai. — Ik^l silence; i.e., did not make known my d spicasure by 
the infliction of piniislimuiit. — sd il in I'-r ii tU Bin iihiUi 
God reproves. 

rs, LI. 

Tlie inscripHou asaigna the occasion on nhidi this psalm was com 
posed ; namely, the sin of David in relation to Batbsheba and Urmh 
There wonld be no good reason for questioning tlie eitfrectnesa of this 
inscription, were it not for the last two verses which seem ti unplj a 
later age than that of David. Hence it becomes necessaiy to question 
the coireetneas of the inscriRtion, or the genmnenesa of the last two 
verses. As these verses do not seem to have any conneulitn with 
the general autgectof tlie psalm, perhaps the hittei alternative is pref- 

3. — eeerbefbre me, i.e., my guilt haunts me night and day, re- 
proaeliing me with ingratitude to God. 

4. Against ihee, thee only. The writer, if David, had deeply injured 
his Ibllow-man. But he felt his guilt most deeply in mlaljon to God, 
to whom, as being king, he was alone accountable. He had been 
Builty of ingratltaile to liis infinite henethctor, who had raised liim 
vtoia obscurity to a throne ; so tlrnt Ma feeling of ill-desert in retalian 
to maa was, aa it were, swiloweil up by his sense of guilt in relation to 
God, In the hyperbolioal language of strong emotion, lie therefore 
says, " Against tiiee, thee only, have I sinned." 

6. BeMdl I loos bom. in iniqaity. Sua. It liBS been doubted whether 
the iniquity mentioned in this verse was that of the writer, or of the 
writer's mother. Eminent critics are divided in opinion on the sutiject 
In the Book of Job we read, — 

" Man, thftl Is bom of nomnn, 
la o{ few dajB dnd fuU of tmnble." 

" Wbat Ismtm, tbat be.Bboold be c1«an, 

Bnt, in these paasages of Job, the being bom of woman is mentioned 
by way of lightening human guilt, and ' showing that man was more 
worthy of Divine compassion on that account. But in this psalm the 
writer seems deeply humbled with a eense of his actual guilt, and 
ready to exaggerate rather than to lessen it. It seems better suited to 
this stale of feeUng, that the poet should be speaking of his own per- 
gonal iniquity, rauier than Hiat he should he exaggerating his low 
condition by representing that he was bom of sinful parents. This 
oonsideralion would alleviate instead of inor"*i6ing liis gniU. It ap. 
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peara to me, therefore, rather more probable that tobebomininiqiuty, 
and conceivei] in sin, nieHiiE to be bom a, sinner, but not in a, etrict 
melapliyaital sense. The writer U a poet, using tlie hyperbolical hiii- 
guage of strong emoUon. Under a deep eenae of guilt, lie e:Epresses 
the tliought, ttiat he had not only been a great sinner on particular ou- 
casiona, hut an haliitiial sinner ; that he had sinned aguust Qod a long 
lime, even Jh>ni his youth, ao that be might say t£at he waa, as it 
were, born in iniquity and conceiyed in sin. (Comp. xxii. 0, 10, 
lYJii. 8; Isa, ilviii. B; Job xxxi. 18.) So when we bear it said that 
one ia bom a poet, an orator, a mathemalioiiui, &c., we do not lliink of 
understanding tlie language to the letter. 

S. — viisdoiii ; i.e., moral strength, moral and religious principle. 

10. — atwdfiist mind; i.e., moral strength, fixed purposes in that 
which, is good. 

12. — o miltinQ spirit. It aeema to be doubtful whether this phrase 
denotes the Divine spirit freely bestowed, or tlie williuft, ready, free 
spirit of Davhi, when lie should obtain forgiveness of sin, and relief 
from fear, anxiety, &c. Ipreffer the latter, as the tenn "willing" is 
nowhere else ascribed to the spirit of God, and as there is no pronoun 
or article preflxeil to refer the term to God. So in ver. 10 he had 
asked for a sieod/ast spirit. (Comp. Esod. xxxv. 5.) 

18. — thy leai/S! i.e., the waya wliich thou approvest; thy pre- 
cepts. 



1. Why ijhr, 
evil designs ag 

8. — like a great olive-tree, &c. ; i.e., I shall flourish and prosper, and 
be under God a special protection, liie an oiivo-tree plantoQ in the 
coorls of God's house. 



Pa. LV. 

The occasion of this psalm is not indicated with any degree of 
certaiuty. It is most commonly referred to the rebellion of Alisaiom. 

10. — these ; i.e., violence and strife. 

16. — alioe. Comp. Numb. xvi. 33. 

19. — no changes; i.e., because they have uniform success, they 
persist in liieir designs, without fear of God. 
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the title to a song. (Comp. Ixxiv, 19, and llie pnraplimse of tbe Septu- 
agint.) Some crimes, not tliinking tlie Jewieli ineoription of tliis psalm 
well suited to its contents, hare supposed, that it was composed by some 
e:iiile ia Babylon. 

i, — his word; i.e., Ma promise. 

8. — mj wandeiitigs i i.e., in orcler to escape my pursuers. (See 
ver. 1.) — iiito thy battU. As this figure is rat] ler harsh, in itself consid- 
ered, some suppose that tjiere is an allusion to a custom, similar to that 
wlii'^ prevtuled among the BonDtuis, of cotlecting tears oucasioned 
by the loss of a deceased person int« a glass vial, whicli was deposited 
in the sepulchre of tiie dead. ISee Adam's Antiquilies, p. 488.) l)e 
Wette refers to the traveller Motier, as showing lliat traces of this 
custom exist among tlie Persians. ^- m thy book: i-e., as it were, in a 



— to the tune of " Do not ileslrB'j;" i.e., of some psalm which began 
with those words. There is much reason to doubt whether the Jew- 
ish inscription, assigning the occasion of this psalm, he correct 

4. — iiihose teeth ; an expression suggested by the term Kons, to 
which ferocions men are compared in (lie former imrt of the verse. 

5. — almue the Aawciis, &e. ; namely, by displaying thy goodness in 
relieving me fi-om my distress. 

6. — My soid is bowed doom ; i.e., I despair of escaping the plots 
and snares of my enemies ; or, perhaps, in a physical sense, " 1 am 
brought low " by their artifices. 

7. — is slraujihwed ; i.e., has gained courage, flniiness, eonfldenee, 
in contradistlndtion to a desponding, trembling heart. (See cxii. 7.) 

8. — my smitf literally, ma glory; i.e., mj dearest, moat glorious 
part ; like ^pfli" ^S™ ^op in Homer. Other instances of a ' '' 



If the Jewish insci'ipdon of this psalm be correct, it maybe referred 
to the limes of Saul. But the contents of it toor the opinion of sev- 
eral critics, that it is the producljon of some miknown autiior in private 
lif^. 

1. — mighty ones. Disregarding the Hebrew points, I read B^ts or 

'->!!■ 

2. — toeigh Old ;.l.e., from what Bhouldbe scales of justice ye weigh 
ont violence instead of equity. 

B. — The uiicJ^rf, — The Ubts. The connection seems to show that 
tie writer is speaking of particular persons; namel;y, of coirupt 
juflges and magistrates, and not of the wicked and liars in general. 

5. — the mice of the charmer. See the note on Eecl. x. 11. 

6. — the snail, whidt meltelh away, &o. AUnsion is here made to the 
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Bliniy track wliioh the snail leavoa behind, and which llie wrilcr re- 
garded as conEuming its life. 

9, — feel the heat of the thoi'as. This proverb seems to lie boiroweil 
ftom the fires wliicli in the East used to he hghted in the open air for 
culinary purposes. The fuel would aometiBiea be blown Hivay by n 
sadden gust of wind, before it had answered its purpose. The defeat 
of tlie plans of Uie wicked, before they were executed, would thus be 
represented. 

Pa. LIX. 

6. Lei ihem Tetam at evening, &G. ; i.e., at the close of the day, which 
they have spent in vain in lying in wait for me, let Uiem return fram 
their employment — hoai like da/s ; i.e., which in the Bast, often 
having no owner, go about the (dty howling with hunger for wlialever 
may be cast about the walls of a city. (See ver. 16.) 

7. — who — will hear; i.e., God will not liear, nor punish. (Comp. 
s. 11.) 

11. Sktu them not, &o. ; i.e., put not an end to them by sudden de- 
atruetion, but by lingering misery, so that they may be an example of 
infemy which may not be foi^jotten. 

12. This seems to be a proverbial expression, denoting that all their 
VJOvda were sinful. 



Ps. LS. 

— ShushoH-Edath. This term seems to denote a musical instro- 
ment; but why it received its peculiar appellation, " lily of testimony," 
is a difficult question. Tiie instrument may have been of the torra of 
a lily, and called lily of testimony from its consecration to the testi- 
mony, or revelation, of God. — Joab retitmed, &o. See 1 Chroii. 
xviii. 13. Dr. Geddes remarks on the Jewish title to this psaini: 
"Whoever undertakes to reconcile the title of this psalm to any part 
of David's history will find it a hard attempt. It is, indeed, by some 
[such as Yenema, Dathe, and Honbigant] supposed to have been 
written by David, not during his war with the Syrians, but in the be- 
ginning of his reign. But this hypotliesis to me appears at least 
equally unibimded. David was snccessfiil in all liis wars, and never 
could say what is here put in his mouth. Ent when, tlien, was the 
psalm most probably compnseii? Plainly, after some great disaster 
had befelien the hosts of Judah ; and I can find no period so proper as 
at the commencement of the reign of Hezekiah. See his speech to 
the priests and Levites, 2 Chron. xxix. 6." Others refer the psalm 
to the tjme of the Maccabees. 

8. — the wine of ree&'nj; a common image in the Scriptures to de- 
note the reception of punishment from Ood, which causes him on 
whom it is inflicted to reel like a dmnltard. 

6, God promisetk, &o. " This is a beautiful transition. The psalm- 
ist is alreaiJy certain that his prayer has been heard; and, instead 
of continuing his plaintive expostulations, breaks fortli into joyful 
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PSALMS. h'&'O 

exultation, in the hope that he shall not only be rescued from his pres- 

wrested from the house of David, botli within and without tliu limits 
of Israel." — Geddes. — nieosiire out; i.e., as a conquered land, toe 
distribiilian among his followers. 

7. — mi) hdiB^t ; tile ehief defence of me and my kingdom. — niy 
sceptre ; i.e., the seat of my government, tiie aoepti'e being the badge 
of government. 

8. Moab shiU be my umsh-bowt; i.e., shall be in the most abject suli- 
jection, and used for the meanest services. — corf Big shoe. It was 
[unsidered the lowest menial office of a Eervant to bear the shoe^ of 
liis master, when he had lalnen them off. (Comp. Matt. iii. 11.} 



Ps. LXI. 

Tliis psalm ia nsnallj referred to the time of tlie rebellion of 
Absidom. But it ia doubtful wbetlier the psalm was composed by 

2. — iAb rodt! that ia high oioin me ; i.e., grant me sa&ty and deliver- 
ance, greater tlian I can attain by my own strength. 

6. — And give me the inheritiaiee, &c. ; i.e., a residence in, or do- 
minion over, &e holy land, the land of Israel. 

7. — b^ore God ; i.e., imder God's proteetlon ; as it were, under 

his eye. 

Ps. LXIL 

If this psalm be a composition of David, It may most probably be 
referred to the time of Saul's persecution. 

3. — Like a besding xcoll, fie. ] i.e., with rude violence, and with 
confidence of overthrowing one in so dangerous a condition. 

9. — arevanitg, — areatie; i.e., they disappoiutexpeclation; they 
cannot affbrd the help which one needs. 

10. — in extotiioa ; i.e., in what ia obtained by extortion ; viz., 
wealth. 

11. Once, — twice. The Hebrew way of expressmg that a thhig is 
done repeatedly. The design is to impart solemnity and importance 
to the liuth declared in the next line. 

12. — Mongdh jaercji ; i.e., not only power, as in the preceding !hie, 
but mercy or goodness in delivering and blessing those who trust in 
thee, and in punishing their wicked enemies. 



Ps. LXIII. 

2. Tkm, fiiC. ; i.e., with sut^ ewnest desu*. — % power and i&g 
'lorv ; i.e., the symbols of them. 

10. — apoi-tioaforjackaU; i.e., because they shall have no burial. 

11. — stefor by nan ; becanso it is implied tJiat they who swear by 
he Irue God reverence and worship him. 
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Ph. LXIV. 

4. — wilhont/ear ; i.e., of God, or of punisiiment. 

6. — wSi seeliem; i.e., tlie snares, and no esuape them. 

7. — wiR shoot, &C. ; i.e., in the midst of their secret plans which in 
□an can detect, Qod shall diacover, disappoint, and destroy tliem. 

8. — jlee away I i.e., in hori-or of tlieir exemplary pmiisliment. 



Pa. I.SV. 

Tliia psalm conlnias nothing fi'om wliich we caa infer, with the leitst 
confidence, the author, the occasion, or the time of the compoailjon. It 
is well suited for public worship on any occaaion. 

8. — awed bji Sty signs ; i.e., the operations of God, which most 
clenrlj manifest liis agency ; such as are enameraE^ in the fbllowiug 
verses. — oaigoit^.o/themomi'ni/, &c.i i.e., the east and the west, the 
places whence the morning aud evening go foith. The inexautnesa in 
ascribing going Ji>iih to the evening arises from connecting morning 
and evening together. 

9. — The river of God, &a. ; i.e., the source whence God supplies 
thers'- 



This psalm was evidently written after some great national deliv- 
erance. But whether it relates to the time ailer David's peaceable 
establishment on ttie throne, or to the time after tiie destruction of 
S«!nacherib's army, or to the lame at^er tlie return fi'oni tho captivity 
at Babylon, it is difficult to decide. 

8. — are suppliants lo thee; i.e., to thy chosen people, of whom thou 
art the supreme king. (Comp. xviii. 44.J 

11^ — a snare; i.e., into danger or distress. 

12. — to ride Bpo» oar heads. This image seems to bo borrowed 
from a man riding at fiill speed upon » horse, who is supposed to lean 
forw^ over the head of the horse. 

xiount of the deliver^ice 



Ps. LSVm. 

From the contents of this psalm, it seems probable that it was com- 
posed on the occasion of the return of the ark of the covenant from some 
victorious war, and its reecnveyanee to Monnt Zion. (See xlvii. 5, 
and the note.) Dr. Geddes thinks that it may have been coni[>osed 
" after David's signal njid repeated victories over the combined forces 
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of the EJoiniles, Ammonites, and Syrians, when the ark was brought 
bact in triumph 'to Jerusalem," (See 2 Sam. viii.-xii.) I cannot, 
with De Wette, see any decisive traces of a later period. It has 
been suggested that it may have been occasioned by one of the con- 
tests with nataoGS east of the Jordan, in the time of Jehoiakim, men- 
tjoned 2 Kings xsir. 2. 

2. — tliE u/icked. By this term are probably here denoted Uie idol- 
atrous enemies of the iBraelilee, wiio were, in general, worshippers of 
the true God. 

i. — Prepare the ^oay, &c. See Isa. x\. 3, anil the note. — ridi^ 
thm\igh the desert. See avii. 10, and tlie note. 

8. — TIds Sinai, &c. The pronoun ia used tiir empIiMie, as if the 
poet pointed to Sinm witli his baud. 

9. — a plenliM raia. This probably refers lo the rau'aculouB supply 
of manna. — wearied inheritance ; i.e., the people of Israel. 

11. — t!ie song of viciorg (oomp. Hab. iii. 0) ; i.e., occasion for it by 
giving vLetory. If it be objected, that it is incongruous tliat tidings 
ghauM be brougbC to the cnnqucHng host, the answer is that the female 
niinstrels ectebraled the tidings of viclory in I f ce to tbe 

rendering of the commoii version, it se nip b ble, that 

there shoultl be a mighty host, SOS, of fema n sen rs (Gomp. 
Esod. sv. 20 ; I Sam. xviii. 6.) 

18. — re/wse yonrsdws in the stalls, a«. T m a his diffi- 

cult verse, nhicn seems as probable as an at h who had 

been engaged in war might now, on their re p tul repose 

amid then- flocto and herds, havmg enrich d tl m th spoils 

of gold and silver. (Conip. Judg. v. 16; Gen. xLx. IE.) 

14. — like Soimott ; i.e., wiien thia mountain was covered with snow. 

16. W/a/Jroum ye, &c. ; i.e., tlu^ugh envy on aooomit of tbe peouliM 
honor conrerred upon Zion. 

17. The ehariots of God, &c. A fignralive deaeription of the ma- 
ies^ of God, and his power to dehver his people. ^ in the sanctuary. 
The sanctuary is here regarded as a second Sinai. 

"" —on high; i.e., upon Mount Zion. Comp. Pa. iiiv. ir " 



o the conveyance of the ark of tlie covenant to Mount Zion 

after a victory obtained by the Israelites. — received gijh, &e.; i.e., 

Eenta Ihim conquered enemies, who were made to pay tribute, 
mp. 2 Sam. viii. 6.) — eaeit amonq tie rMUoaa; i.e., among the 
elites, who had often proved rebellious. (Comp. Numb. xxxv. 84.) 
Otherwise, Thou hast received gi/ia among men, eiien the wfeflioiis, thai 
thoii Tnai/tt dwdi, viz. in heaven, as Lord God. Otherwise, and the 
Tebellioia aliatl dto^ jdlh thee, Lord God ! 

22. I «iill bring them ioci,' i-e., the enemies, as the connecaon shows, 
(Comp. Amos ix. 1, 2, &c.) 
. 26. — Jrom iJiefoanioin, &c ; i.e., who originate from hira. 

28. — Show foi-th thji might; i.e., by conlinning and strengthening 
the power of Israel, 

30, — uiiM beast of the reeds. This, at first view, m^ seem most 
naturally to refer to the crocodile or tlie river-horse as the emblem 
of Egypt. But, as the Egyptians were not at war with the Israelites 
when the psalm was probably written, and as Egypt is mentioned in 
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8-12 NOTES. 

(he nest verse as about to be a worshipper of Jehovab, Lowth and 
n-.hers have supposed the lion to be referred to, m tlie emblem ofSyriii. 
— hidls viith the calves, &a. ; i.e., powerM nations and tliose of inferior 
atrength ; or bulls may denote commanders, and eaJves common sol- 
diers. — nuissfi ofsUixr, &c. ; i.e., aa a tribute. 

SI. — aiOstrdtlid hamls ; i.e., either in supplication, or in. bringing 
presents to the temple. 

83. — andeat kevxn, &c. ; i.e., which he built and iolialiiled of old. 
(Comp. xviii. 10.) 

34. — Whoae Youjestg, &c. ; i.e., who manifests himself as the 
mighty ruler of Israel, and who thunders in the clouds. 

Sfi. — fiom thy saactfuirj/, Comp. xx. 2. 

Ps. LSIX. 

From ver. 33-36, it seems highly prohahle that this psalm was 
written during the captivity at Babylon. From ver. 6 it may be in- 
ferred that the author was a prophet, or some person of great distino- 
tion. Some suppose tliat the whole Jewish nation is represented by 
the writer as an individual. It appears to me, tliat his language would 
liave been difi^rent, had this been his design. 

i. — / Buist restore tehai I took mil away. This seems to "be a pro- 
verMal expression denoting the infliction <rf a penalty, or estortion of 
property, m relation to the iunoeent. 

5. — iho'i knowest luy offences, Sc. ; i.e., that I am not an offender. 
This verse is not a confession of sin, but a protestaljon of innocence. 
The writer maintains that he ie a sulferer, not for his sins, but for his 
piety. (See ver. 7, &c.) 

6. — Ihrnuyh me, &c. ; i.e., when I, thy pious worshipper, am seen 
to be a prey to my enemies. 

8. — a stranger, &c. ; i.e., on account of being changed in appear- 
ance through grief and suffering. 

fi. — amsamelh me; i.e., proves my destruction. 

12. — sit ia thegate, lb is vrell known that the gates of cidea in the 
East were places of public resort for business, conversaSon, &c. {See 
J^n's ArchsBol., § 180.) 

21. — gi^t. The meaning of the original term, lDS"f, is altgelher 
uncertain. From the common meaning of the term, as denoting the 
head, GeEeuius conjectures that it was the poppy, referring to papa- 
veris capita in Livy. Others suppose it was Uie hemlock. 

22. Mat/ llteir taUe, &o. ; i.e., that in wiiich tliey tind their enjoy- 



it of my extraordinary calam. 
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Ps. LSXII. 

Od accotint of the power and greatness ascribed to the king who is 
the subject of this psalm, some have supposed tlmt the Messiah is d<>- 
noled. -It appears lo me, tliat, if we make due (Jlowance for tlip 
hyperboiicfll Inngiiage of Hebrew poetry, and tliat wliiuh was and is 
applied Co monarcha in tlie East, the psalm contains nothing that the 

Eoet may not have said in reference to Solomon, or any otiier Jewish 
ing. (See note on ver. 8. Comp. what is promiEed to Darid in I's. 
Ixxxix,) The contents of the psalm agree very well with the Jewish 
conveptiona of tlie Messiah. Bat there seema to be no evidence that 
the writer had him In view. If this had been the case, would he nut, 
hke the prophets when tliey speak of the Messiftli, have introduteJ 
him in the beginning of the psalra as one who was to be raised np by tlie 
Deity at some future time t { Comp, Isa. ix. xi. ; Jer. xidn. 5, 3, xxxiii. 
li, 15, 16.) Would ver, 1 iiave been what it is, if tlie king were 
already Hviiig and reigning J The most prevalent opinion in the Chris- 
tian Church has been, thai Solomon is tlie immediate snlijeot of tlia 
psalm, and thaC only in a mysUcal or typical sense the Messiah is 
shaiioived forth. Thus tlia caption of the common version is, " David 

E raying fbr Solomon showetlithe glorious and, blessed slate of his 
iugdom (as typitying Christ's) in its duration, largeness, and gro- 



1. — tie king, — ike son of a Mag. The same person is denoted by 
both expressions. May the king, who is also the son of a king, &c. 
The repelitjon is agreeable to tlie nature ofthe Hebrew parallelism. 

5. — t/ie -moiattaias shidl bring forth peace, &e. Here the moant^na 
and the hills of Palestine, i.e., the whole land, are said to bring forth 
peace like tJie natural productions of the eartli ; i.e., abundantly. 

6. ~ mourn Jdd. See the note on laa. sxvi. 19. 

8. — fiwa sea to sea; i.e., iVom tlie Mediterranean to the iarthest 
known sea on tiie east; namely, tlie IndiMi.Ocean. — lAe river; i.e., 
the Euphrates. The meaning of the verse Is, that tlie dominion of 
tlie great king shall be unlimifecl. Burder quotes, fiom Mr. Hugh 
Boyd's account of hia embassy to Ceylon, a passage which shows the 
adul^oii which is paid to an Eastern monarch, his courtiers addressing 
liim in the language, " that tlie head of the king of kings might reach 
beyond the sun," "Hiat he might live a thousand jjeitts," &c. He 
also quotes from Davy's Account of Ceylon the following language, as 
addressed to Uie king : " Increase of age to our sovereign of five tliou- 
saud years ! Increase of age, as long as the sun and moon last I In- 
crease of (^, as long as heaven and earth exist!" 

10. — ToTshis/i in Spain is probably mentioned as the most distant 
place in the west, and ShAti in Arabia and Seba in Etliiopia as tlie 
most distant places in the east and south. 

10. — on tA« tops of the tnouniaina; i.e., where corn, might be least 
expected to grow. — shake lite Lebmion ; be tall and luiurian t, waving 
with the wind, like trees on Mount Lebanon. 

17. — By Mm ahaU men bles.i themselves; i.e., they shall say. May 
God make us as happy as tliat great king I " In thee siiall laraal 
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Mi N0XK8. 

bless, esying, God make thee as E hraim and as Manaseelil" (Qen. 
slviii,20.] 

18. Ver. 18 and 19 do not belong to the psalm, but were probably 
added by tho eoOeutor of Ps. xlii.-lxsii., as a doKology at tlie end of 
his book. Vor. 20 was without doubt added by the eama person. 



Ps. LXXIII. 

The subject of tJda psalm iBBJmilar to tliat of Pa. slix. It may also 
be compared with Ps. xtI., xvii., xsxvii., xxxis., and the wliole Book 
of Job. It sets forth the exercises of a pious mind in Tiew of the ruaa- 
ner in wiiJcli happiness and misery are distributed in this world, or in 
view of tlie prosperity of the wicked, when compared with the poet's 
own sufferings. Hotwithstanding all the diMeulties which the subject 
presents to ^e poet's mind, he begins with coufldenoe in God, and 
ends with it. Spirituid good, fellowship with God, a sense of his fevor, 
ajid confidence in his guidance and blessing, are to him more tlian a 
compensation for all the ontward prosperity of the wicked, which is 
of short duration and ends in destrucljon. There is the same doubt, 
■whether tlie doctrine of immortality be contained in this i^ahn, as in 
respect to Ps. jdix. It may be here observed, that this psalm, with Pa. 
xvi., ivii., xlis., contains the strong^t intimations of the doctrine 
of immortality which can be traced in Hny of the psalms. If it be 
not ibmid In uiese Ibur, it is found in none of them. 

This psalm, like Ps. xIol., may have been composed in. a depressed 
state of the Jewish nation, perhaps during tlie captivity, when the 
author, with other pious Israelites, was aufleiing oppression from the 
enemies of his nation. It is true, that there was an Asaph, the con- 
temporary of David. (See 2 Chron. xxix. 30.) But nothing obliges 
us to consider that Asaph as the author. 

1. — to Israel. This term seems to he used here for the true Israel, 
the "pure in heart," mentioned in the parallel line. (Comp. Isa. xlix. 
3 ; lUim. ix. 6.) 

2. — gaoe way ; i.e., I began to doubt respecting the goodness and 
justice of God. 

8. — as a ediar, or neck-omament. A lifted-up op stiff neck was 
with the Hebrews a sign of pride. Hence pride is said to encompass 
IJieir necks. (See brxv. 5.) 

9. — lo ike Jieaseiis, A strong hyperboiical enpression to denote 
proud speaking. A similar one is found in (he parallel liiie. 

10. — his people ; i.e., the people of God. — rfji'nft fiom JaU foant- 
ams; i.e., become corrupted by the evil ways of the prosperous 
wicked. ■ 

18. — to thsJbmOg of tlm (^lildren ; i.e., the true Israel, the devoted 
worsMppera of God, ver. 1. 

17. — the sanctuaries of God; i.e., the holy places of the temple, 
where he sought the will and purposes of God, and learned fliem. 
Some suppose tliat by sanctuaries of God are denoted tlie sacred re- 
cesses of tiie Divine mind. This seems to me very admissible. 

20. — what tliou awakest, &o. The Hebrew verb, like the English, 
being used both in a trausilivo and intransitive sense, tiiere is liero" 
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an ambiguity. Tiie meaning may tie, rfen Oum avxikest tlie wicked 
from their dream of uninterrupted prosperity mid enjoyment, or, in: 
Qin intransitive sense, w/ieu thou, awoiest to action or to jadgmeiil; as 
in xxxY. as. — vaia slioui; i.e., tlieir imBUbstantial irreainesa anU 
prosperity. Tiie original term is tiie same wJiich. is tlius translated in 

21. — piei'ced ia mil reins; i.e., pained and vexed, as in tlie pacaUel 
liiie, witJi the prospenty of tbe wieked. 

24. — receive -me in glm^; i.e., receive me witli honor under his 
proteetiou, and set me free from reproacli, danger, and distress. 
(Corap. xHk. 16.) Otliera rniderstand It, Then wiit receive me into 
heaven after death. But, if this, were the writer's meaning, it is re- 
markable that it is not expressed more distinctly, and that the same 
sentiment is not expressed oftener and more prominently in other 
psalms. It ia also to be observed, that temporal ruin seems in ver. 27 
and other jmrCs of tlie psalm to be contrasted witli the blessedness of 
the rigliteoua. if the psalm was written during the captivity, or in the 
Maccabcean age, one cannot be confident that the writer does not here 
allude to the doctrine of the soul's immorlaEity ; still less can he be 
confident tliat he does make such an allusion. 



P8. LXXIT. 
It appears ftom the contents of this psalm, that it could not have 
been written before the desolation of Hie city and temple of Jemsalera 
by the Clialdseans ; and of conise it could not liave had for its autlior 
.As^h, tbe contemporary of David. Some suppose that tlie psalm 
refers to the cakmilies occasioned by AnUochus E^dphanes, as re- 
eotded in 1 Mace. chap. i. So Venema and BMenmiiUer. This si 



it appropriate reference on mai^ accounts, nor do any consid- 
erations in relation to tlie completion of tJie canon of Scripture forbid 
it. It is also fevored hy ver. fi, where it is said, " There is no prmhet 
among us." But Jeremiah lived after the destruction by tbe Chal- 
dieans. On the other hand, if ver. 6, 7 imply that the temple was 
destroyed luid burned, they are inconsistent with the supposition that 
the invasion of Antiochus is referred to. There is no reason to be- 
lieve that he burned or desti'oyed tlie temple. Rosenmiiller thinks 
tlMt tJieee verses only imply tliat the temple was injured by Are and 
prof^ed. 

4. — Their ovm tytiiliols, fie.; i.e., the symbols of their own reli- 
gion, in place of the "signs" of the covenant between God and us; 
namely, tbe aacriflcea and other religious symbols. {See 1 Mace. i. 
43-69; Joseph. Ant. xii. d, 4.) 

9. — oar signs. See the note on ver. 4. 

11, — from *ftj bosom. "This word," 'says Roberts, "does not 
always, in Intern language, mean the breast ; but oftea Hie lap, or 
that part of Uie body whore the long robe folds rotmd tlie loins. Thus, 
in the folds of tlie garment, in front of the body, the Orientals keep 
their little valuables ; and liere, when tliey are jierfectly at ease, they 
place their hands." 

13. — Ihe sai-iiiOiisiecs, &u. ; i.e., Pliaraoh and his hosts. 
15* 
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14. — the crocodile ; the well-known emblew of Egypt. 



Pa. LSXV. 

1. — and tKar is till/ Tiame ; i.e., upon our lips ; we fiequentty praise 
it. Others lanierstand " thy name to be a redundant expression fur 
" thou," and that the meaning is, Thou art near us, or helpest ue. 

2. When I see, &c. In ver. 2, 3, and 10, tlie Deity is introduced as 
speaking; the poet speaks in the remaining verses. Wliat is repre- 
sented ae said by iJie Deity may liave teen sung by a difibreut eiioir, 

e remainder of the psalm. 

— hom; a metaplior drawn from an animal which lifls up its 
horns when excited. 

10. — ii/l Kp llidr heads. Literally, tlieir Iwrns as in ver. 4^5. 



i. — moujitaiW q/^roiierfl, &c. ; i.e.. Thou haat displayed thy puwer 
and glory, hy enabling thy people to overcome the enemies wluch 
have occupied the Jaatnesses in the mountams, ind there deposited 
tlieir prey. 



8, I reaieaiber God. &e. ; 
times ; hut I am tioubted ttn 
witli my present misery. 

6. — my songs in the night, 
fiivors of God. 

10. — Atliaageia the right hand of the Most High; i.e.. The nght 
hand of the Most High, which has been exerted in my fiivor and 
against my enemies, haa been withdrawn from me. Or we may 
translate, A cliaage is in th: right hand, &c, ; i.e., the right hand of 
God can change my affliction into prosperity. But we might have 
ex[)ecied some adversadve particle before " A change," &c,, if the lal> 
ter were tlie meaning. 

16-10. In these verses the passage through tlie Red yea is poeti- 
cally described. 

17, — thine ornMS; i.e., the lightnings. 



Ps. LXXVIII. 
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considerable confidence, that it nas ii>t written tiU atte tliL " i iral on 
of the ten tribes. 

25. — ike food of princes ; i e excellent food 

a. — A host of ai^h oj end It seems doubtfhl whether the 
ploguea of Egypt are here personified aa mebsuiters at evil or 
whetlier perBoiuu angela are reiiretented as the miniBters of God iii 
produi^g these plagues. The mtter supposition is most agreeable tu 
the representation of the later Jewish ■<>■ niers 

50. — made a way, &o. ; i.e., gave it free course. 

57. — ISce a daieitfid iow; i.e., which sends the arrow in a felso 
ditedJOD, ea Omt it does not hit the mark. 

68. — high places I i.e., places of worship for itlols, 

61. — his strength — hia ghiTi; i.e., tlio ark of the covenant. (See 
1 Sara. iv. 21, 22.J 

63. — did not benmii Ihem; i. 
nnd ealamity, they had no lime 
for the dead. 

72. Be fed than; i.e., ruled o- 



Ps. LSSIX. 

This psalm seems to hare been written on the some occasion aa 
Ps. Ixxiv. 

2. —food fir the birds, &c. See ver. 3. 

5. —far euer? See note on xiii. 2. 

11. — appMotedtodie; i.e., destined to death by tlielr enemies; liter- 
ally, tons of death, 

Ps. LXXX. 

Tills psalm seems to contain nothing which aetermines tlie calami- 
tous lime in whiek it was composed. 

Shiiehan-Edaik. See note on the cap^on of Ps. Ix. 

I. — Sitleat between Ihe cherubs. This may mean that God sits ot 
rides on a throne borne by living cherubs. (Comp. xviii. 10 and the 
note.) Or it may refer to the images of cherubs which were over 
ttie ark of the covenant, where Giod was supposed to manilfest himself. 
(SeeExod. sxv. 22.) 

6. — bread of tears; i.e., grief comes daily, while in conseqnence 
of our affliction we forget to take onr ordinary food. 

II. — thetea; the Mediterranean. — iheriner; the Euphrates. 
13. The boar, &c. This is to be considered as a part of the imagery. 

We need not inquire who is denoted by the boar. 

15. — modest strong for diysdf; i.e., raised up to be a great nation to 
aceorapliah thine owii purposes. 

IS. — Ik^perisK; i.e., tlie Israelites. 

17. — oner the man, &o. ; i.e., the people of Israel collectively. — oi 
(^ right hand ; i.e., which thy right hand h . . .■ > • 
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— the Giltiih ; a musical iiistrnment of the nature of the lyre, te- 
ririiig its name from "133, to strike. 

5. — language ui^mA lie knew not. (Com^. cxiv. 1.) Ill the original, 
there is a cliange in the pronoun, whieh it ia not well to imitate in 
ICnglish. Otherwise, J'ke coiee of one I knoio not I hear, in reference 
to the following laiiaiiage of tlie Deity. 

6. — from the liod ; i e., Bometliing used in carrying biicks or mor- 
tar. But it ^pearfl, trom tlie ase of the word in other psssages, to 
hare been more like a basket than a modem iiod. 

7. — IB the aeerel place of thunder, &c, ; i.e., enveloped in the dark 
thunder-cloud. (Comp. xviii. 11 ; Nahum i. S ; Exod, xiv. 24, 25.) 

10. — Open wide, &c. ; i.e., I will ealiaii' your desires of good, how- 
ever large they may be. 



I. — God's asseiribti/; i.e., the assembly of Israel, of which God 
I the supreme king. Otherwise, Jhe aaseniblj' of the angela. 
Ill the midst of the gods ; i.e., kings or earthly inagistratea. Oflier- 



Mions, &a. ; i.e., the land is threatened with ruin. 
Ye are goda; i.e., exalted you far above the condition of 
. to one resembling that of God, by investmg you witii 
your dignity, as kings or magistrates. 



Ps. LXXXIII. 

I. — Seep not silence; i.e., hear our prayer. 

3. — thy diosea ones; literally, (/i^AirfiifCT ones,- i.e., hidden, aait were, 
n (jod's house. 

0. — to the Midianiies. See Judg. chap. vii. — Sisera, — Jaiin, &c. 
Jee Judg. chap, iv. 

II. See Judg. vii. 25^ yiii. 5, &c. 

12. — God's habitaliom ; i.e., the land of Palestine. 



Pa. LXXXIV. 

This psalm, which ti,^.., >,>,u.j. 
xliii., may have been composed on me same or a simuar occasion. 

8. The very sparrov!, &c. By Hub language the poet expresses the 
hardship of Ills own condition, when prorented by exile or a similar 
hindianoe from visiting the temple of God, 
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5. — In iuSose heart are Vie loajs, &«. ; i.e., wlio loves the wuys 
wliiuli lead to the house of God. 

6. — through tlie valkg of Baca, &c. Baca was probably a drj-, baf 
ren, desolate valtej' ; a, vale of tears, or of weeping, according to the 

Jrimaiy jueaning of the term. But they who had their liearls set on 
eruEnlem and the temple would pass through it bs joyfully ss if it 
were filled with streams. Or, Wherever they go, blessings accompany 

7. — from strength to strength ; i.e., tliey shall continually increase in 
strength. 

9. — of thine amntOed; i.e., the king of the nation. In praying for 
the nation, the poet does not foi^et to pray for the king. 

Ps. LXXXV. 

7. — ihii salvaiiim ; i.e., thy help, which gives deliverance. 

8. / leiu hear, &c. The poet, having mode his prayer, represents 
himaelf as listeniiig to the voice of Jehovah, as to an oraole, and re- 
ceiving a iavorable answer. 

10. Mercg and tmlk, &c. The whole Verse means, that mercy, 
fidelity, righteousness, and prosperity shall flourish luid abound where 
Ijiey have been wanting; the representation being drawn &om the 
meeting of fi'iends who have been long absent. 

11. Truth shall spring ovi of the earth, &ji. The meaning of tJiis 
verse is commonly aupposed to be, that truth or uprightness shall 
flourish among men, like phwts that spring out of the earth; and that 
tlie righteousness, i.e. the mercy, of God will be manifested in bless- 
ings upon the rigliteons community. But it may be doubted whether 
the poet intended to e^cpress any other idea than the univeFsa! preva- 
lence of truth and righteousness, representing the one aa springing 
out of the earth like plane, and the other as showing itself is the skiea 
like the sun. 

13. — go before him; i.e., as tiie leader or forerunner in a military 
maruh. — s^ «s in tiie wat/ of his steps ; i.e., tlie way in which God 
walks, and wishes man to walk. Hitzig, relying on an Arabic root, 
renders points lo the vtay, &c,, which gives the same general sense. 

Ps. LSXXVII, 

This psalm, which could not have been written before the time of 
Hezekiah, may be illustrated by those passages in Isi>iah which 
predict a tame when the religion of Jeiiovah, marie known to the Is- 
raelites, shall be the religion of the world. (See lea. chap, ii., xi., 
six., xl.-bcvi.) Without predicting a personal MessiaJi, it may be 
called, in one sense. Messianic, setting forth in a highly lyrical spirit 
the glorious Messiamc future which is described hy the prophets. 

1. Mis fottnd<ition; i.e., that which God has founded; namely, the 
dty of God, Jerusalem (ver. 8), or that of Zion (ver. 1), regarded as 
the representative of Jerusalem. 

i. I >uime Eggpt, &c. Jehovah is here introduced as speaking. 
— Theg also were bom there; i.e., The inhabitants of Egypt, Babylon, 
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&c., shall be regartled as citizens of Jerusalem, professing the religion 
and acknowledging the government of the nation clioseo by God. 
The same thouglitfl are espreased in the next two verses, in whicli the 
poet is the speaker. 

7. Singers as lodl as duiteeri, Sic The meaning seenia to be, that 
all tlie ministers of joy, of which singers and dancers are mentioned 
as an example, and all Uie springs or sources of happiness, are to 
be found iu Jerusalem, the capital dty of the world, " the joy of the 
whole earHi." 

Ps. LXXXVIII. 

This psalm ii most genen^y supposed to have been written in tho 
time of the captivity. Bat it does not seem lo afford suffident indi- 
cation, that it was designed to express the afflicled condition of tlie 
wlioie Jewish nation, as some critics have supposed. The teems 
MaJialath Leannoih, which appear iu tlie inguription in Uie common 
Tersion, mean to be aang to, or accompanied with, wind inntrunieHla. 

6. — left to myself: The common meaning of iffl'en.Tm, is not to be 
lost sight of. Bat the connection seems to demand the secondary 
sense, which I have given it; i.e., tree flom protection, or destitnte 
of it. Otherwise, free, &c. ; i.e., from the cares and troubles of life. 

7. — oil thy maiea. Comp. Tlii. 7, and the note. 

8. — f am skat «p ; i.e., by caliunity, distress, &c,, as by prison 

10-12. The menning eeems to be. Do good to me now, while I am 
in life; for, after I am dead, there win be no opportuni^ for it. 
(Comp. vi. 5.) — plane afeormption, — land.offorgetfiimess ; i.e., Sheol, 
the common receptacle of all the dead. (See Job xxviii. 22.) 



Pb. LXXXIX. 

As tills psalm contains no allusion to the destruction of the city 
and t«mple of Jerusalem, it was probably written in some calamitous 
period of the Jewish nation Iwfore the captivity. But whether it was 
written by Hezekiah or by some one for him, or attec the defeat and 
death of Josiah, or at some other period, there seem to be no siiffi- 
(nent means of ascertaining. 

5. Tlie ^uens, &c. ; i.e., the inhabitants of heaven, the angels, as 
appears from the parallel line. 

6. — sons of God; i.e., inhabitants of heaven, angels. 

8. — -is round ahnai thee; i.e., encircles thee; is the element in 
which thou dost exist. 

10. Saliab; a significant appellation of Egypt, referring to her 
pride and fierceness, as of a huge sea-monater. 

12. — Tabor and Henaon. One being in the west and the other in 
the east from the place where the poet wrote, tliese mountains are 
probably used to denote the west and the east, aa is made probable 



.0 tlie parallelisi 



n thee, as their Crea- 
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15. — hura) the irtimpei's sound; i.e., eaEiDg (hem to tlie festivals, 
offerings, &o., espeeisdiy the sabbaUi. (See Lev. xxiii. 24; Num. 
X. 10.) — m Ihe light of thy cmmtenance ; i.e., shall enjoj tliy ta.vor. 
(Comp. iv. 6.) 

17. — our horn exalteih itself; i.e., we aie confliJenl, courageous, 



The poet ii 
eciCed, tlie | 



^J. — our aiidd ; i.e., our king, as in the parallel line. (Comp. ver. 
8, 4.) OHierwise, For to JekovaA beiongeih our skidd, &a. 
19. — IB a mion, ^. See 2 Sara. vu. 4-17. 
24. — iJaroagh my tiame; i.e., through me. — Ma head; literally, 

26. / wiU extend hie hand; i.e., his power, dominion. By "the 
sea" and "the rivers," the Mediterraueon and tJie Euphrates aie 
probably denoted. 

27. — myjirsl-bont. This phrase is well explained by the parallel 
line. AH kings, according to the conceptions of the Hebrews, might 
be called sons of God. (See Ixxxii. 6.) An eminent king of Israel, 
distingnisheii above other kings, would, according to the same phra- 
seology, be called the first-born son of God. 

87. — Like the faithfiit witness, &o. ; i.e., the moon, as in the 
parallel line. The moon, by its evorlaating duration, would be a good 
witness of the Divine fidelity in the perlbrmance of his promise- 
Others suppose the rainbow to 1>B denoted. 

Tiet now contrOBts with the grent. promiaes, which have 
, the present condition of the nation, when its'kmg, one 
s of David, was deprived of his throne, or had lost 
his power. 

47. — To whatfraiUu, Sc. The poet urges the shortness of life as 
a reason why God should show mercy speedily, before the opportunity 
should pass away. 

SO. — the reproach of thy servants ; 1.0., the Israelites. 

Ps. XC. 

If tlic title of this psalm be correct, it was written by Moses in 
view of the calamities, and especially the peculiar waste of life, in the 
passage through the wilderness ; and is iilostrateti hy Num. chap. xiv. 
But it is the opinion of some eminent critics, such as Grotius, 
Kennicott, Geddes, and others, that the psalm was rather composed in 
the time of the captivity. Whichever supposition be adopted, the 
reader must rememlwr (hat it was written in peculiar dreumstances 
of calamity, £uid that parte of it do not apply to all men in all con- 

1. — dindling^aee; i.e., onr home or refuge, to which we look, 

2. — art God; i.e., mighty and wise to govern, protect, and bless 
by thy providence. 

8. — to dust. See Gen. iii. 19. 

4. — a tealcJi in the night. The Hebrews in the more ancient times 
divided the night into three watches ; in the time of Christ, into four. 
A watch in the night, therefore, denotes the space of tliree or four 
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9. — like a (hoaght ; i.e., as swifUy Es a thaught passes the mind. 
A similar expression oceara in tlie Gceek poet Theognis ; — 

Al-^a uere vo^jia napip^sTai uyiUmf f,Pii. 

10. — the pride of them ; i.e., that of which tliey can be most proud ; 
the best and most Nourishing purt of Uiem, to which we attach tlie 
greatest value. 

11. — iJiiiie anger, &c. ] i.e., which is raanifesteti in the vanity and 
Bliortaess of Me. 

12. — to number our days ; I.e., to consider how few they are. 

13. Desiai; i.e., ftom thine anger. (Eiod. xxxii. 12.) — Hmo 
long ; i.e., wilt thuu be angry? (Comp. vi. 3, and Hie note.) 

10. —1% deeds: i.e., of meruj io us. 

Ps, XCI. 

2. — aitteth mtder the shelter, &c. ; i.e., he who resorts to God by faifh, 
tmist, and holy coniniuniou. — Moketh his abode, &c. ; i.e., shaU find 
protecdon, 

8. — onl!/ behold; i.e., thou shalt loolc on, in perfect security, wliile 
poniahment is inflicted on the wicked. 

9. — tha refuge. In tlie Hebrew, inv refage. Hence tlie Septuagint 
translates die line. Because thmi, hordS art iiw refuge; supposing that 
a differenfperBon, or singer, was to recite it. I c^not think tlie Coo^ 
let was intended to be divided in tliis way. Whether the eonjeeture 
of Lowth* is to he adopted, or some accidental change of Uie person 
of tlie pronoun on the part of the writer is to be supposed, I believe 
that I have given the true meaaing of tlie verse. Hupfeld supposes 
an elUpsis of " tliou hast said." Beeavse [thou hast said,] Lord I Sto. 

Ps. XCIV. 

This psalm seems to liave been composed in a season of national 
calamity. Some refer it to the time of tlie captivity; ofliers, to that 
of the tyranny of Anliodiua Bpiphanes. 

10. He that cliastisefh natiinis ; He tliat brings ponishment and ruin 
on whole nations, shall he not punish your oppressors in particular t 

11. Thai they are vanity; i.e., that men are vanity ; i.e., weak, with- 
out power lo accomplish their proud purposes. 

15. — judmRod skoll return to justice, &a.; i.e., however much the 
judgments of God may seem to depart from justice, while the wicked 
prosper and the righteous are afflicted, they shall at last return to a, 
strict conlbrmity to it, so tliat ali the upright shall approve of them. 

20. — throne of iniquity, &c. Comp. 1 Mace. chap. i. 

28. — their oum iiiiquiti/; i.e., the destruetion which they plotted 
against others. 
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This paalm seems to liave been composed to be usgcI in ttie public 
worship of God, and. perliapa on some iestlval ociasioii, such as that of 
(he feast of tabernacles. 

8. — over all gods; i.e., all the pretended gods of the Gentiles. 

7. — flock of Ills kaad; i.e., which his hand leadeth. 

8. The Supreme Being is now introduced as speaking. — Maibah. 
(See Exod. ivii. 7.) Probably both Meribak and jWassoA were intended 
as proper names, with diatJnct retferente, however, to their aignificntion 
aa appellatives. 

11. —/ aware, &c. See Num. xiv. 21-23 ; xsxii. 10, &o. ~ mj 
reai; i.e., the hmd which I had destined for their reeting-pbice. 

Pfl. XCVI. 
This psalm con'esponds to a part of one wbich is recorded in 1 Cliron. 
cbap. xvi., as having been sung on a different occasion. Perhaps it was 
used on the dedlcadon of the second temple, after the return from the 
CBplJvity ftt Babylon. It is entitled in the Septuagint version, " An 
ode of Uavid, sang when the house of Qod was buill, after the cap- 

6. — idols ; possibly godlings. Utile idols. See burst's Lexicon on 
iii^_», a term of contempt 

6. — his hoty abode ! i.e., in heaven. (See cii. 19.) 
H-13. The whole creation is called upon to rejoice on account of 
the coming of Jehovah to reign. But, as Jehovah is at all limes the 
rnler of the world, hie coming to reign must be understood in a pecu- 
liar sense; and this sense, according to theeoneeptionof a Jewish poet 
of that age, can be no other than that of the extension of the Hebrew 
tSieoeracy over the heathen nations. God would judge the world, 
when tlie heathen notions were punished through the Jews, were 
brought under tlieir dominion, and adt^ted their religion, having re- 
nounced their own &lee gods. (Comp. u.,lxxxvii., Lixxix., xcvii,, ex., 
and varioos passages in the prophets.) 

Ps. SCVIl. 
2. Clouds, Sc. Comp. xviii. 11 ; Ixxxix. 14. 

6. 3^ feauens, &c. ; i.e., the whole universe, the heavens and the 
earth, acknowledge and proclaim him the righteous and terrible judge. 
(Comp. b 6.) 

7. — "^[j/^ S"^^! ^' 1^* connection shows that heathen gods are 
denoted. iSiough they have no real existence, they are figuratively 
represented as bowing down before the m^esly of Jehovah. ( Comp. 
Mum. xxxiii. 4.) The inability of the heathen gods to protect the 
nations which worshipped them is probably alluded to. (Comp. Isa. 
chap. xlvi.J 

11. lAgm iesoiBa, &a. Though prosperity may be absent for a time, 
like seed which is hidden in the ground, yet in due time it shall spring 
up like seed. 
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8. — It i$ he Ikit made us, &o. In tliia connection, these words 
probably refer not so much to tbe i^ct that God created all [nanMnd, 
OS to that of his having constituted tbe Jews a people, and frained their 
nalional polity. (Comp. cxlia. 2; Deut. xxxii. 6.) 

Ps. CI. 

1. -~- of mercn and justice ; i.e., wliich it is my resolution to prac- 
tise, rewarding the good and panishing the wicked. 

2. — When thou shall coiae to me; i.e., lo prove me, or to aid me. 
Otherwise, When wilt thou wme to met i.e., to bless me. 

3. — b^ore mim eses, &c. I will not propose io myself any 
nicked scheme. 

6. — daidl with me ; i.e., as my ministers and cotuisetlorE, as is inti- 
mated in the parallel line. 

Pb. cn. 

8. — bunt ; I.e., with p^n. 

6. — like the pdican; i.e., I take no delight in society, but aeet fin: 
solitary places hke the pelican. — like tie oid; i.e., in my dolefiil 
tamentaSona. Some think the ji^cawa aancrOlal'as is denoted ; a mean- 
ing whicli ia fevered by the etymology of the Hebrew term. 

7. — o so/i/oT^ iini ; retierring probably to some bird of night, like 
the owl, in reference to the writer's sleeplessness, mentioned in tiie 
preceding line. 

8. — airaebyrRe;l.e.,in imprecating curees either upon themselves 
or upon others, they ret^r to me, as an example of ei:treme misery. 
(Comp. Jer. xxix. 22; Isa.lxv.l5.) 

9. — aahee like bread, &c. ; through grief I lie down in ashes, and 
neglect lo lake my food. ( See xlii. 8 ; Job ii. 8 ; Ezek. sxvii. 30. ) 

10. — lified im up, &c. This may mean, that he was litted up as 
by a whirlwind, in order to be dashed to the ground ; or, that he was 
raised to an exalted stelion, and then cast down from his eminence. 
Perii^s the first is preferable. 

11. — a damning shadow; i.e., which continnally becomes ^nter 
and fainter, and soon vanishes away. {Comp. dx. 23.) 

18. — the set time, &c. Comp. Jer. xxv. 12, 13 ; xjcix. 10. 

14. — IB her stones; i.e., her scattered stones and her solitary dust 
are more precious to thy worshippers than the goodliest paJai^s in 
Babylon. 

16. — 111 Sis glon/. The meaning may be, tliat he shall be wor- 
slupped with tiie ancient ceremonies upon Zion, which seems to be 
fevOTed by the pandle! line; or, that the glorious power and goodness 
of God shall be manitbsted in behalf of Israel, 

17. — the destitute; i.e., the Israelites, as a people. 

18. This shall be siritten ; i.e., the interposition of God in delivering 
his people and building up Zion. 
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20. — tfomnaf te death ; a figurative expreasion, denoting the llireat- 
ened extinction of the Jewisli nation and name. 

22. When the nations are aaseniMed, &C. When the Jewish nation, 
aJterthe return from exile, shall have extended its dominion and Its 
religion over the nations of the world, (See the note on scri. 11, &e. ; 
laa. xlv. 14, Ixi. ; Joel iii.) 

28. — ^MJ^' ""'y ! '-6-. of life, the pussage through life. 

24. — Tley years endure, &i:. The uneliangeahleness nnd efernity 
of God seem to he introduced with reference to tlie thouslit expressed 
invec. 28; namely, that Israel should yet ahide before God in llie 
promised land. 

Pa, cm, 

....jlheeoMs. "It 

monlot of oOier birds, it monlls in . 
is restored to youtlifiil strength again. Whetlier the noti n nay 
d^ree well founded or not, we need not inquire. It is n gh a 
poet, whether sacred or pro&ne, to have the authoritj pop a 
opinion to Eupport an image introduced for illustration o nt 

See Isa. xl. Bl. Aristot. Hist. AnimaL, lih. ix. c. gS Plin TSa 
Hiat, lib. x. c. 8. Horua Apollo, lib. ii. o. 93." — Harris. 

Vl. — our transgressions; i.e., the punisliment due for on Iran gre 

14. —ourfran 

21. -. Ye: his 
angels. 



Ps. CIV. 

1-4. The imagery Js borrowed from the splendor of Oriental mon- 
archg, setting ferth how fiir Jehovah surpasses them in those things in 
which their magnificence is usually displayed ; namely, in robes, tents, 
palaces, chariots, and servants. 

8. — in tie waters; i.e., the waters ahovo the firmament, and which 
rest upon it as a solid support. (See Gen. i. 7.) These waters above 
tlie finnament aro, as it were, the foundalJon of the dwelling-place of 
God. — dondi Ids chirriot. Comp. xviii. 11 ; xxix. 8. 

4. — loitids his «iessenga-s, &£, He makes the winds and lightnings, 
which bid defiance to human eontro!, to obey and serve him, as if en- 
dowed with intelligence. ( Comp. cxlviii. 8 ; Job xxxviii. 85. ) 

0, 8. Comp, Gen. i. 2, 9. — 27w mrnaaains rose, the valleys sank, 
Sm. ; i.e., in consequence of tlie receding of the waters, the mountains 
tre poetically represented aa ri^g out of the waters, S:c. So Luther, 
Hnpfeld, and EUtzig. Otherwise, TAa/ go up ike mourUains, they go 
down the voUegs, &c, ; i.e.. The waters, exdteil by thy rebuke, dash up 
the mountains, and again sint powerless into the valleys. 

11. — the wild asses; i.e., which, being very wild, and living in the 
most solitary deserts, might be thought specmlly liable to suflfer Itom 
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i.e., of the clonils. 
ril 
_ , lO cuirure from him. 

18. — the comes. See the note on FroT. xss. 26. 
10. — to mark seasons, &a. See Gen. i. 14 ; Ewlus. xliii. 6, 7. 
26. — the leiiiathan, &c. In Job xli. 1, &e., the leviathan denotes 
le crocodile. Bat the term was pi'obatilj applied to other huge aea- 

30. — % spirit, &c. Corap, xxxiii, G ; Gen, ii. 7 ; Eecl. xli, 7 ; 

82. — it tremUeth, &c. EarthtLuakes and yolcanoes may be alluded 



Ps. CT. 

The first fijteen verses of this psalm are a part of the liynui said to 
have been given by David to the singers, on the removal of the ark 
to Zion, which is coiilained in 1 Chron. chap. xvi. It is the conjecWre 
of Dat^e, that some poet, after the return from the captivity at Baby- 
lon, adapted these fifteen verses, with an addition of his own, to the 
dedication of the second temple ; as the same or some contemporary 
poet had adapted another fragment of the same hymn, namely, Pa. 
xcvi., to a similar purpose. De Wette supposes the hymn la Chroni- 
cles to have been eompiled from the two psalms. 

II. — tie lot, &x. ; i.e., the assigned portion of the earth. 

14. — rdjHked kings, &c. See Gen. xii. 17 ; xx. 1-7. 

15. — anointed, — prophets, &c, ; i.e., Abraham and the pa,friarohs. 
19, — tlie tnord of lie Lord, &o. ; namely, that which Joseph uttered 

respectiM the future. 

25. Be turned Iheir hearts, &c. The more God HeBsed tlie Israelites 
and increased their numbers, the greater was the jealonsy of the 
BgypUans, wliich at length settled into confirmed hatred. The He- 
brews were accostomed lo attribute to the direct agency of God what 
took place under his permission, fbreaight, and providence. {Comp. 
Matt vi. 18.) 

82. — Jlamitigjire; i.e., lightning. 

34. — Destractive locusts, &c. Undoubtedly a species of locust, dif- 
ferent from that in the preceding line, is denoted. The Hebrew term 
comes from a, root signifying to lick up, or decoar, 

37. — sili/er, &c See Exod. cliap. xii. 

40. — trau7o/"Seiwen,- i.e., the manna. 

44. — the labor; i.e., the fruits of the labor, 

Fs. CVI. 

3. — pmdise rigkteousnes) at oil times. The general sentiment of 
tliia verse is probably expressed with reference to the unh.appy condi- 
tion of the Jewish nation in consequence of their wickedness. 

5. — % chosen; i.e., the Israelitea, called the inheritance of Qod 
in the next line but one. 

7. — rebdled, &c. See Exod. xiv. 11, 12. 
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12. — WIW7 ^'s pi-aise. See Esod. st. 1, ftc. 

13. — umilerf not for his munsei ; i.e., did not wait patiently to see 
what mere tlie designs of God, and how he would acconipliali thein. 

14. 15. See Num. chap. xi. — leanness. This is probably s, 
figure for want Mid misery in gener^. 

16, 17. See Num. chap. ivi. 

19. See Ezod. chap, x 

20. — (AhV Godofghr 

23. — m the breac/i. J . .^ 

made by an enemy in the watis of a fortified city. One stands ii 
breach £br tlie purpose of opposing the enemy, and preventing the de- 
Btmciion of the city. (See Bxod. ohap. xxxii., xxjdii-) 

24. See Num. uhap. xiii., &c. 

27, Comp. Num. liv. 28-30; Lev. xxvi. 33; Deut chap, sxviii. 

28. — Baal'pear. See Num. chap. xxv. 
32. See Num. chap, xx.; Deut. i. 37. 

86. — ifey beixi«ui; i.e., die liealhen. — a snare; i.e., caused their 

87. — to df-mwis. So the Septuagint translates the term b'^nc, in 
this verse and in Deut. xxsii. 17. From the etymology of the term, 
we may infer, perliaps, tliat it denotes malignant spirits ; but it is not 
necessary to sappose that precisely the same notjona were entertained 
of demons in the time of this eomposition, as in that of the New Tea- 
tament. The worship of Moloch is probably referred to. 

89. — played the harlot; i.e., left the true <io& to worship false 
gods. — with their practices ; i.e., the practices of the heathen. 

Ps. CVII. 

In this national psalm of thanksgiving, the readpr will observe the 
art of the poet in dividing it into altophes, or divisions, closing with a 
form of thanksgiving as the bm'den of the song. In ver. 1-8 the snb- 
ject is stated, and tlien follow the strophes, closing with ver. 8, 9 ; 15, 
16; 21,22; 31,82; 48. 

4. — in a deserL This may refer to the literal feet, that many of 
the Jews fled &om tlie Chaldteans through the desert to Egypt, &c. ; 
or it may be a figurative expression, referring to the miseries of exile. 

10. — darkness and the shadow of death ; i.e., in tlie profound dark- 
ness of a gloomy dungeon. — in nfflictian and iron. This may be a 
hendyadis for afflldiDe iron; or the meaning may be, that they were 
bound by their afflicliou, no lass than by heavy chains. Perhaps tlie 
'- "e of the whole verse figuratively describes the misery of ttie 

:., commanded. 

1 by comparing with 



language o 
exifeinBal 
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Pa. CIX. 

If this psalm was written by David, the curses contMBed in it have 
probable relference Id his enemies at the coutt of Saul. (Respecting 
these imprecations, see pp. 19-21.) The following remarks of the Hef. 
l)r. French,* Master of Jesus College, Cambridge, England!, and Mr. 
Skinner, a Fellow of the same college, agree very well with mine, 
though. I cannot think that the spirit even of the Jewish religion MI7 
justifies these Imprecations; "It mnj he observed, with reference 
to the imprecations fouud parUcularly in this psalm and in Ps. Isii., 
tliat the moralit; which they breathe does not ill accord elUier wiUt 
the general character of the Mosaic dispensation, or with the state of 
religious knowledge to which the Jewish nation had attained. The 
love of our enemies was a da^ first distinctly and positively inculcated 
by tlie Divine Author of the Christian &i^. This pure and sublime 
doctrine did not fomi a part of the law delivered to tlie Jews because 
of ' the hardness of their hearts.' 

"Let it notbe urged, that it would have been better, if flie sacred 
volume bad nowhere exliiblted the 'holy men,' who were of old, thus 
betraying, even in their intercom-se with God, a deep resentment of 
the unprovokeil ilijuries wliieh (hey were continually suffering from 
the widted. These very wLssacea of Scripture convey an useful and 
a very important lesson. Por they teach Christians, in the most ford' 
b!e manner, the value of those pre-eminent advantages which are en- 
joyed by tliem under Uie gosrwl." 

6. — a wicked man ootr Aim; i.e., as a judge to hear his cause, 

— owr him. This may refer to the principal enemy of David, or pos- 
sibly to liis enemies collectively; as the plural oceure in ver. 15. 

— an adversary, &c. ; i.e., to accuse and plead ag^nst lum in court 

7. — his praver, &0. There is some doubt, whether this expression 
denotes a petition for ptuiion to a human judge, or prayer to God. 
The parallel line favors the former supposition j the use of the word, 
translated prai/er in other passages, the latter. 

8. — lijce h'e oMee; i.e., which is vacated by his death. 

10. — Jtobi llietr rained dweUings ; i.e., going fbrth from tliem. 

18. — the poor man, &o. ; snch as the 'poet. 

20. — mages. Literally, tuork, and hence mages, the consequence Of 

23. — slmdoai. See the note on cii. 11, — cast out as a locust. An 
image of destruction, drawn from locusts, which are driven by winds, 
or by noises, fires, &c., made by men, from the fields into the water or 
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Ps. ex. 

ThB difQoulties relating to particular pottjocs of this psalm have 
been, in good measure, removed by modern invesUgalioa. But it is 
still an unsettled question among criUcs, who is ttie principal BuiyecC 
of the psalm, or who is meant by "ray lord," In the first line, — "Je- 
hovah said to my lord ; " or, more literally, " Tlie oracle," or " solemn 
declaration, of Jehovah to my lord." There are three opinions npon 
the BObiect. 

I. Chriatian interpreterB generally, until within a comparatively 
recent penod, iiave supposed Jesus Christ to be the person addressed 
in the hrst line, and tliat the psalm predicts in figurative language his 
glorious condition after his resurrection, and the triumphs of liim and 
his religion over all opposition. In Ihvor of this opinion, it is alleged 
that Dttvid is said in the Jewish inscription to he the aulhor of the 
psidm, and of course could not acknowledge a common Jewish kmg 
as his lord. But especially the use made of the psalm by our Saviour, 
in Matt. x%)i. 43-45, and by the apostles, in Acts ii. 84, 1 Cor. xv, 
25, Heh, i. IS, x. 18, is urged as deddve of the question. Some 
expressions in the psalm are ^o said to he more applicable to Jesus 
Clirist than to a common Jewish king. In illustraljon of these views, 
see Chrisljan commentators generally. 

II. Some mudeni critics, such aa liaaeimiuUer and Kuinol, and 
some Jewish critics in ancient and modem times, have supposed the 
future Messiah, according lo the Jewish conceptions of him, to be 
the subject of the psalm ; while tlie;^ maintain tliat its representation 
of him as a temporal king, a warrior, a conqueror, and sliedder of 
blood, is inconsistent with any thmg which we know of Jesns of Saz- 

III. Other oriUcB, such as Herder,* Geddes, De Wette, Ewald, 
IQtzig, and Bleek, maintain that the psalm relates to a Jewish king, 
living in the time of the writer, — either David or some other Jewish 
king ; and that it expresses the sanguine hopes of some Jewish poet in 
javor of his sovereign, whom he is disposed to eulogize tn the lan- 
guage of exaggeration which was comnumly applied lo Eastern mon- 
archs. In behalf of tliis ojnnion, it is urged, that tbe ascription of tbe 
psalm to David, as its author, by some nntnown hmid, is of little or 
no weight, when it is considered that several of the titles of the psalms 
must be acknowledged to be erroneous ; that the first line ot it evi- 
dently supposes the person who is called " my lord " to be living on 
earth m die time of tlie writer, and cannot refer to tlie distant fiiture , 
and, finally, tliat the attributes of a common Jewisii king are all that 
the writer does in foot express in the language wliich he has used. 
In regard to the use made of the psalm by Christ and the apostles, il 
is also siud, that tliey may have argued ex concessis; i.e., ftora tlia ac- 
knowledged opinions of their opponents or contemporaries, without 
vouching for their correctness ] or that they may Lave made use of 
the psalm to express ideas for which it was not orighially desigoed. 



moi.Google 



luderitanding It Id a typical or allegoncal sense, like portions of 
mauy other peaime, 

Wltliout going into a disousfiioii of tlie difficult sulgeeta connected 
witli the quesdon of the application of tlie paalni, I shall endeavor to 
give the raeaning of ita Ifuiguage accurding to what must have been 
■file coQceplions of the writer, (See the Introduction, pj). 9-11.) 

I.. — Sit tAoa at my right hind; i.e., Be associated with me in the 
goTcmmeut of my people; be next in honor to me. The hmgua^ 
13 borrowed trom it Icing uommanding his son to sit with him on hia 
throne. (Comp. 1 Kings i. 13, 17. f Jehovali was regarded as tlie 
supreme king of the Jewish nation, and Mount Zion as the seat of his 
government. Thus, in cxlix. 2, "Let tJie sons of Zion be joyful in 
their king I " oxxxiT. 8, " May the Lord, who made heareii and earth, 
bless thee ont of Zion!" cxsxt. 21, "Praised be the Lord out of Zion, 
he that dwelleth in Jerusalem!" exxsii. 18, "Por Jehovah hath cho- 
sen Zion ; he hath desired it as his dwelling-place." Jehoyali being 
thus, in a peculiar sense, the supreme king of Israel, the throne of 
Judea was called the throne of .tehovah (see 1 Chron. xxix. 23), and 
the human kii^ of Israel is aaid to sit on the throne of Jehovali, i.e., 
at the right hand of Jehovali, Uie supreme king of Israel, as liia 
vicegerent, parti(;ipadng in the government of his people. So in Zech. 
xiii. 7, "Awake, Eword I ag^nst ray shepherd, even against the man 
who ia my feliow, saith Jehovah of hosts." A common appellation of 
kings m ancient times was that of shepherds ; and Jehovah being re- 
garded as the supreme king of Israel, his shepherd or earthly king is 
styled the ffeUow or associate of Jehovah in the government of his peo- 
ple. To be the fellow or associate of Jehovah amounts to the same 
thing as t« sit upon his right hand. In Josephus, vi. 11, 0, Jon- 
atban is said to sit oa the right hand of the king, and Ahner on 
the left. Koberts, who was a missionary in Hindostan, says, " Tlia 
host always places a distinguished guest on his right hSind. Rosen- 
miiller quotes from an ancient history of Arabia, " The Hadaf," i.e., 
the one second in rank to the king, "sits at his right hand. The 
language, " Sit thou at my right hand," amounts to the same thing aa 
tliat in ii. 7, " Thou art my son," fe., on which see the note. — thy 
footstool; i.e., completely subdue them. {See Josh. x. 21, 26.) The 

Ctlcte untU does not imply that the kmg was not to sit at the right 
id of God after his enemies were subdued. The expression is sim- 
ilar to that which we use when we say, "1 hope you will be well, or 
hchaye weQ, till I return." (See 1 Tim. It. 13.) 

2. jRiife thoa; implying strong prediction. — in (Se midst of thine 
enemiee; i.e., shajt control them, have them in subjection. 

3. — he ready; i.e., willing and prompt to go to war with thee. 
— when Sam musterest th/ forces ; litemlly, UJ the day of thy host. — in 
ii^splendar; i.e., equipped in the best or choicest manner. So the 
Median soldiers are called " sanctified ones ; " i.e., set^iartfor the war 
against Babylon, Isa. xiii. 3. So in Jer. vi. 4, " Sanctify war against 
her," li. 27. — like dew, &c. ; i.e., numerovis as tlie draps of morning 
dew. Perhaps at the same tiine their freshness may have been had in 
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greataesfl of the promise consists in tlie circumatsnce, that the sanctily 
of the priest would be united witli tlie dignity of tiie Itiog ii\ tlie gi-eat 
personage to wlioni it is giyen ; tlios making liim in a liigliei' degree 
tiie otiject ol' the divine uare and favor. (Comp. ZecJi. vi. 13.) — lite 
order of Mddiisedeck ; i.e., in tlie same way as Meluliiaedeufc united tlie 
digni^ of a priest and a lung. (See Gen. siv. 18.) 

6. The Lotd ie at i% lig/itTuaid, To be at one's liglit hand is not 
the same thing as to ail at one's right hand. It means, to he one's de- 
fti^der, ready to assist him. (See xvi. 8i cxxi. 5.) I understand, there- 
lore, T/ie Lord, as denoting the Supreme Being, and that tlie Idng who 
is tjje subject of Uie psalm ie here addressed. Otherwise, witli a 
change of the vowel-points, the line might be rendered, My foirf at ihy 
right hand [0 Jehovah I ] shaU, &c. 

7. He shall drink of the brook, &e. Here, I suppose, by a sudden 
change of person, whioli is not uncommon in Hebrew poetry (see 
civ. U, 10), the king, who was addressed by tlie poet in ver, 6, is intro- 
duced JQ the tliLrd person, as pursuing his enemies, and as refreshing 
and strengthening himself for such pursuit by drinking water trom 
a brook which be finds in the way. 

I have thus, without entering into an examination of various opin- 
ions, given what seems to me the literal meaning of the language of 
the psalm. Whether the warrior-king whom it describes is to be re- 
gardeil as a temporal king of Israel, or onty as an image or type of 
Christ in his triumphant state in heaven, tlie language heing under- 
stood in a ligm^tive or allegorical senae, is a question which must be 
decided in view of al! tlie considerations whicli were glanced at in tlie 
iab^uction \o the notes on this psalm. 

Ps, CXI. 

This is one of the alphabetical psalms, in which each half-verso 
begins with a different letter, according to the order of the Hebrew 
alphabet. ( See p. 47, &c. ) 

1. — aisf:mMy, — coBjrejott'on, &c.; i.e., of righteous Israelites, aa- 
sembled in the temple. 

2. — Soiight out, &e. ; i.e., as being worthy of regard and admira- 

4. — a memorial, Sio.; i.e., in bis dealings with tlie Israelites, aa 
recorded In their history. 

9. — Tedeaiplion, &c. ; i.e., from Egyptian siavery. 

Ps. CXII. 

Thisisanal;phaheliealpsalinofthosame kindas I 1 (S tie 
remarks on Ps. i.) 

3. — His lijliteousness shall mdmi!; i.e., the conseq enees or e 
ward of it. 

4. — He is gracious, &0. It is doubtful, whether tl s sa d of II e 
righteous man, or of Goii. From ver. 4 of the laet psih wh eh 
seems to have had the same author aa tins, the last s the prfbahle 
meaning, 

16 
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6. — be moved; i.e., lie Bliall Stan:! secure Jrom destructive <n- 
iamity. 

9. — His hoi-n, &a. An emblem of power and authority, borrowed 
from animals wiiose strength was in their horns. 

Pb. GXIV. 

In this psalm, the subject of which is tlie deliveriuice of the Israel- 
ites from Egyptian bondage, the principal idea is, that all obstacles, 
even thuse presented by nahire itself, must ^re way before the power 
of Jehovah. " This paalni," aaya Herder, "is ore of the finest odea 
in any language. The abrupt brevity with which each particnlar ia 
expressed, the astonished admiration ascribed to tiie sea, to the Jor- 
dan, to Uie mountains and hilla, and repealed in the interrogatory form ; 
the sublime explanation, that it alt proceeded tcora a single glance 
of Jehovah, who looked upon them from the clouds, a look which con- 
verted rocks and stones to streams and living foontsins, — all these 
give us, in the compass of this little ode, tlie substance of a iong 
descdption." It may have been designed for the celebration of the 
i^t of the passover. 

2. — hie aaBctaan/ ; i.e., the people set apart, and, as it were, conse- 
crated, to be his peculiar people. — Ais dominion ; i.e., the people 
of which he was king in a peculiar, theocratic sense. 

Ps. CXV. 

This psalm seems to have been composed when the nation was in 
distress, or in great danger, on account of foreign enemies. But it is 
idle to undertake to conjecture (he particular occasion of it. 

1. Not uato us, &c. ; i.e.. Help and deliver us, if not on our own 
account, yet on account of the honor of thy own name, and of thy 
promises to the patiiarchs. (Comp. Ezek. xxsvi. 22.) 

8. — like unto them; i.e., equally without power and worthless. 

IT. The dead praise not, &G. See the note on vi. 5. 

Ps. CXVI. 
There have been many conjectures in relation to tlie time and 
occasion of the composition of this jiaaliii. On account of some 
Chaldee idioms which occur in it, I tliink tlie opinion of Dr. Ham- 
mond the most probable; namely, tliat it was written by sonie pious 
Israelite after the return from the captivltj' at Babylon. 

8. — pains of the mtderworld. The literal meaning probably is, 
firafts o/ the MHtfenmniH. The meaning of the whole verse la, that the 
vriter was in imminent danger of death. 

7. Betiirn — to iRt/ rest, &c. ; i.e., be agmn tranquil, after thy anxiety 
nod agitation. 

9. — walk before the Lord; i.e., aiming to serve him and do his will. 

10. / had trust, &c. ; i.e., I did not cease to place confidence in God- 
— cdlJioifffh I said; or, wlmn I used la sa^. 
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PSALMS. abd 

n —AUmeaars Imrs; i.e., disappoint the liopes that are placed il 
ll All relinnce on human aid is vain. 

— (Ae cup of saicotion, &e. ; i.e., of thanksgiving for the deliver- 
n e w hi have obtained from Qod. It seems to have been tma- 
jn ary after ofiferiiig « sauriflce for some great deliverance, to make a 
as a which the host would lake a cup of wine, and, having par- 
iken o t, pass it round to hie guesls. (Comp. Matt. xxvi. ^7.) 

15 — Oie deai/i of his holy ones; i.e., he preserves their lives. He 
ons e their death too costly to be suflered for any Uglit reason. 

— Hie son of thy handmaid; i.e., thy servant Or shive, as in tlie 
a al hue. The children of a female slave belonged of right to 



Pb. CXVIII. 

This psalm was probably composed to be sung on the occasion of 
the deliverance of some king of Israel from the dangers of war, 
Diflereiit parts of it were probably to be performed by separate clioii^ 
of singers, representing the king, the priests, and die people. The 
author and the dale of Ihe composition, as well as the particular king 
who is the sutgeet of it, are wliolly unknown. It is probable, how- 
ever, aiat it was composed after the erecdon of the temple, and of 
course was not a production of David. Some apply the psalm to 
Hezetiah, after liis deliverance from sickness, and from the invasion of 
Sennacheril). Some suppose that it was sung at the dedication of tiie 
second temple, after the return ftiim the captivity; some, that it 
relates to the lime of the Maccabees, when Simon was made governor 
oftheJews. (See 1 Mace. chap, xiii., xiv.} Another opinion is, that it 
is not an individual, but the whole people of Israel peraouifled, that is 
introduced as giving thanks for deliverance. We cannot find In the 
psalm sufficient reasons to justify this view. In the Lnmenlalions of 
Jeremiah, and in Isaiah, chap. xL-Ikyi., there appears, however, to bo 
such a personification of the Jewish people. But some indications in 
the particular passage in which such a use of language is alleged 
seem necessary to justi^ the opinion. Some of the ancient Jews, 
perlinpe those who Uved in the time of Christ, regarded the psalm aa 
proplietic of the Messiah, and some suppose that Chiist and die apos- 
tles regarded it as such. (See Matt. xsi. 42; Acts iv. 11.) But the 
raost common opinion of interpreters is, that those verses are quoted 
only by way of accommodation, or rhetorical illustration; or, at least, 
are applied to Jesus in a mystical or allegorical sense. 

18. Thau didst assail, &c. An address to his enemy. 

19. — the gates of righteoasneas ; so called because the righteous 
enter them for worship.. 

22. The stone tiihick ihe buHders rejected, &c. ; i.e., he whose claims 
were disregarded and despised by the chief men of the nation has 
now attained to the highest dignity among his people. As was 
intimatt^ in Che introduction to this psalm, liutory does not seem ta 
supply us with the mcMis of determining who is meant by the stone 
which die builders rejected. Venema and Rosenmilller refer it to 
Simon, whose history is recorded in 1 Mace. chap, siii., xiv.; Da 
Wette aiid Tholuek, to the whole Jewish people. 
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2i. — which the LoiiJ kalb laade ; i.e., so liappy aiid distinguished. 
26. — (hat comelh in the name of the Lord. Tiiis langiiiige seems to 
be more applicable to a prince tlian to tlie wliole people. 

'2T. — lolhe lioriis of the oilur ; i.e., in orilei' to 111; sacrifltod. 

Ps. CXIX. 

Tliis is aaother of the alphabetical psalms, but of a diffeTent struc- 
ture tiom nny of tlie preceding. It is divided into as man; sections, 
of eight verses eauh, as there are letters ill tlie Hebrew nipliabet; 
namely, twenty-two, — all tJie lines of tlie first section bepiiniug with 
the first letter of it, Aleph; of the seconil witliBeth ; anrt so to llje last 
In the order of tlie alphabet. From the structure and character of the 
psalm, it is generally supposed to have been written in tlie later period 
of the Jewish nation. 

7. — rig&ieoas laios. The Hebrew term 'LSX'a denotes sometimes 
the tail); sometimes the sentence or jvdgmejit for or ag^et ; sometimes 
the execatUm of the penalty, the besloimiient of the retaird. In tliis psaini it 
is often difBcuU to deeioe which is meant. 

19. I am a stringer, &c. As a stranger wandering in a foreign land 
feels the need of the guidance of iriends, so uian, a, stroneer in the 
earth, needs the guidanee of God. 

25. — lo the dual; I.e., of death. (Sea the parallel line, and xxii. 15; 
TJi. 5; xliv. 25.) — thi/ word; i.e., thy promise. 

26. I have declared taga-ays, Sac.; i.e., Iliave made known to tliee my 
af&irs, my purposes, my condition, and my danii;era; and have sought 
thine aid. 

27. — ihu wondtrs ; Le., of thy love. (See vur. 18.) 

82. — mlarge my heart ; i.e., increase my intelligence (see 1 Kings 
iv. 20) ; or, grant me deliverain^e fiom trouble. (See Isa. Ix. 6.) 

42. — him that reproachdk me; i.e., on account of my reliance on 

43. — take not the word oftrtith, Sx. ; i.e., do not deal with me so that 
I shall be ashamed to mention thy word or thy promise, in which I 
have often gloried, respecting the delivexwice which thou givest to 
the righteous, and tbe puniahment which thou Infilctest on the wicked. 

61. — haix been my song; i.e., tlie subject of my song or rejoicing. 

— house of mypSgrimaae. This expression may refer to the exile in 

Babylon, or to human life in genersU. 

66. — as my own; i.e., my peculi^ happiness. (Comp, Rev, ii, 6.) 
79. — turn leato me ,- i.e., unite tbemselves with me, and r^'oice in 

my deliverance. (See ver. 74.) 

88. — a bottle IB the smoke; which, being made of skins, became 
shrivelled by smoke. 

84. Hoio mani/ are the dai/s, Sic. ; i.e.. How short is my life. 

89. — like Uie heaeens. 'Comp. Jer. xssi. 35, 36 ; Lute xxi. 33. 
91, Tke^ coidinae; i.e., the heavens and tlie earUi, 

108. — fi-ee--ii!Hl offering, &c.; i.e., my prayers which I freely offer, 
118. — their deeett is vain ; i.e., their deceitflil plans shall be unsnc- 
eesstiil, and disappoint their expectations. 

127. Therefore ; i,e,, because I am Uiy servant, ver, 125. 
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PSALMS. 305 

1S9. M^ leal contunielh me ; 

H2i — eoertasdrtg rigUeotisn 
made void. 

148. — anticipate the night-iBatche^,&.i:.; i.e., I am awake before ihe 
iratchmea announce the night-watches, and need no warning from 

175. — thy jadgmsids ; i.e., in mj iavor. (See ver. Ii9, 156, and the 



er. 7.) 



Ps. CXX. 



t seems proljaljle that tliie psalm was composed by one living in 
e, tliougti not in Mesech and Kedar; for these plnces were sX an 
. lease distance from eauh other. Mesech was a barbarons conntry 
in the Nortji, hetween Jherio, Armenia, and Coluhia ; and Kedar was 
a district in Arabia. Tlie term^ are used figurativeif to denote bar- 
laarous oonntries, as we should speak of living among Turks or Hot- 
tentots. For what mny be said on the appellation, " A piiUm of s(g«," 
which is given to tliis and tlie fourleen following psalms, see p. 30. 

8. — vihai advantage, &c. The sense of tlie verae is, that the 
deceitful tongue does not proftt, bat rather injures, hinx that em- 

4. — Like coats of the juniper ; which was thought by the ancienta 
to have great heat, and to retain it long, f See Ilarria's Nat. HisL, 
p. 237, &e.) Bat there is great reason to doubt whether the janiper is 
the plant I'eferred to in tliia passage. It is more probable tliat the 
broom is the plant denoted, the Arabic name of which, according to 
Dr. Eobinson, is the same as the Hebrew, and the roots of which are 
regMded by the Arabs as yielding the best charcoal (See Ges. 
Thesaur., on fttil, and Bobioaon's Biblical Researches in Palestine, 
vol. i. p. 299. I ret^n the term jaaiper, instead of broom, from rhe- 
toricai considerations. Ver. 8 and i may be rendered. What will he 
[God] give to tltve, and tBhol will he do to iiiee, thoa false tongue? [He will 
give lliee] sharp arrows of tlw mighty man, TUilh coals of ihejtaaper. 

Ps. CXSL 

This psalm seems to have been composed by a poet who was exiled 
from Jerusalem, if not from Palestine. If written by David, it may 
refer to the time of the rebellion of Absalom. 

1. — to the kills; i.e., of Pales^ne, on which God, as the king of 
Israel, was regarded as having bis peculiar abode. (Comp. xir. 7, 
cxxxiv. 8, CKitxr. 21 ; I Kings viii. 42-44. ) 

6. — Nor the moon ij night. We liave ao evidence, except what is 
implied in this passage, that the Jews ascribed any noxious inflnenoes 
to the moon. l?erhaps, tlierefore, the verse may mean nothing more 
than that no injury should be received by day or by night. It is not 
impossible, however, that injury received from passing 4^ie night in 
tlie open air may have been ascribed to the moon. 
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I's. CSXII. 
It IB Dot probable that tliia psalm was writttn by David. (See ver, 
8 and 5.) 

3. — join/d loyalier ; i.e., wholly built up, without viicaiit spaces. 

Pa. CXXIV. 

4. — over our soul; i.e., would hiive deatroyed us. 

Pa. CXXV. 

It appears &om ver. 8, that this psalm was composed at a time 
when Palestine was oppressed by foreign enemies, or in great danger 
from them. 

8, — ilie portion of llie righteous ; i.e., tlie land of Israel. ( See Cy. 
11.) — Lest tliB ngbteoas, S*.; i.e., lest Oie Jews be temjitBd by 
idoltttroua oppressors to renounce the worship and service of JehoTah. 

6. — tlieir crooked ways; i.e., of tlie heatlien oppressors, or eril- 
doers, mentioned in the next line. 

Ps. CXXVI. 
1. — ihca dream ; i.e., we could scarcely believe our senses, that so 
great and glorious an erent had taken place. 

4, — Like streams m ife S<mlk, The streams in hot countries, espe- 
cially in the southem deserts, diy np in the summer months, but 
return after the periodical raiuB- (Seethenoteon Job vi.l5,&c.) The 
land of Palestine, deprived of its inhabitants during the captivity, 
might be compared to one of these deserts forsaJcen by its streams ; 
and the return of the exiles in crowds to their native land might be 
compared to torrents of water returning in tlie season of rain. 

5, 6. These Terses tire well paraphrased by Patrick ; " Then this 
small handful of people, who are come to plant themselves here again, 
and have laid the foundation of the temple with a great mixture of 
gadnesa and tears (Ezra iii. 12), shall shout for joy to see so great an 
increase, and this pious work by their lielp brought unto perfection ; 
just as we behold Uie poor hushandman, going to and tro with a little 
seed, which in a scarce year he throws with a heavy heart into the 
ground, returning again and ag^n fronv the field with songs of joy in 
his mouth, when the harvest comes to reward his past labors with a 
plentifiil crop of corn." 

6, — Ms seed; Literally, his eeed-cast; i.e., such a burden of seed 
as is flt to be cast or saiOered lengthwise. Li English, the idea is suS- 
ciently expressed in Ms seed. 

Ps. CXXVII. 
1. — huifd the house, &c. There seems no good reason for referring 
this to the temple. The esprossion is rather provei'bial, referring (0 
bouses in general. 



moi.Google 



2. — bread of caie; i.e., earned by anxious labor. — in shep. 
ThU is an hyperbolical expression to denote, that, wliat otUerE aim to 
gmn by wearisome effoi-ts, God gives t» tlie righteous without any 
such painstaking, aa it were, while they sleep. (Corap. Matt. yi. 34.) 
Probably notliing more is expressed tlian tlie sentiment of ver. 1 ; 
namely, that without the blessing of God nothing proepers. 

i, — of i/oang maj. In reference, not oniy to their vigor, but to 
their otpaci^ to help their parents a long lime. 

6. — saeak with adversaries in Ihe gate; i.e., contend at law with 
them. Possibly, but not so mnch in accordance with nsi^e : n-hen 
they have something to say with their enemies in iJie way of iigbl- 
ing. 

Ps. cssvin. 

% —eat the lahor ,- i*., the fruits of the labor, &e. Thou shalt not 
Bovi', and another reap. (Comp. Iiov. xxvi. 16 ; Deut. xxviii. 88.) 

8. —fiaitfd iiiiie. The fruitfulneas of the vine is the only point 
of comparison. — leitkin thy lioase; where tlie customs of the East 
reciuired the matron to be a great part of Uie time. 

6. —out of Zion, &c. See the note on ex, 1. 

Ps. CXXIX. 

This psalm, vrhich recounts the majiy past affliulions of the Jewish 
nalion, and the delivenmcea whiuh God had afibrded it, ani! closes with 
imprecations against its enemies, was probably written soon ailer the 
return from the captivity. 

2. — fiom m^ yoidJi ; i.e., from the lime of the bondi^e in Egypt. 
(Comp. Eos. u. 16, xL I.) 

g, — ploughed up, &V, A figurative expression to denote stripes, 
and this to denote oppression in general, 

4. — cat asioukr the cords; i«., delivered from servitude. 

6. — grass upon the housetops. The roofe of tlie houses being flat 
and oiten covered witli earth, grass would spring up on them, but 
wonld soon perish with the heat of 'tlie sun. (See Jahn's Archseol., 
§34.) 

"" ■ ' ' "- ""'-= '- ^--ve been a usual saluta- 



Ps. CXX5. 

This pealm appears to have been vi-ritten by one who was suffering, 
in common with his counlrj'men, under flie pressure of some great 
jiationa! cahimity. No period seems more suitable Ibr such a prayer 
than the time of Hie captivity. 

3. — Measure ufi, &c. ; i.B., in thy memory, for the purpose of 
strictly punishing them. 

i. — That thoa vutgat be/eared. Hope of mercy leads to the rever- 
ence and love of God. Desp^ would engage one for ever in a course 
of sin. Before the prodigal can return lo his father, he must feel sure 
that he has a lather to whom lie can return. 
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,, from tJie consequences, or punish- 



Ps. CXXXI. 

This psalm may have been composed by David, when lie was ac- 
cused of aiming to deprive Saul of his throne. On account of the 
ncuuaations of Sanballat, it may liave l)een used by the Jews after 
the captivity. 

2. — liiSe a meaned child; i.e., I eomuiit myself to thy care, ac- 
quiesce in my conditioD, and submit to be dispo^d of as thou pleasesC, 
as a weaned child resting his head on his moUter's breast. 

Ps. OXSXII. 

0, . — heard of It at EphfUah, &c. EpJiratah probably here denotes 
the country of Bphraira, in which was Shiloh, where the wk of God 
remained several years. The Jidda of the forest probably refer to Kir- 
jath-jearim, where the ark was kept ft long time. (See 1 Sam. vii. 
1, 2,) The meaning, in connection with what follows, seems to be, 
tliat, having heiuvJ of the ark in different and distant places, and as 
removed from place to place, they might now r^oice that it had a 
settled abode. 

15. — ilesg her pronUlon, &b. To Zion, regarded as repreBenting 
the nation, abmidance and prosperity are promised. 

16. — clolhe her firiests fBith aakatiim; i.e., cause lliem to give con- . 
tinual tlianks for salvation granted lo the people. 

17. — liont for David ; i.e., in his posterity. — a light, &c. Tliia 
was an emblem of splendor and prosperity. (See xviii. 23 ; Job xxix. 
8, and the note.) 

Ps. CXXXIII. 

2. — predoai po'fiiTiie, &c. (See the note on Ecel. vii. 1.) — llie 
border of Ms garments ; i.e., as seems probable, the upper border, which 
went round his neck. 

8. Like the dem of Herman. In a country where little or no rain 
falls, except at particular seasons, the dew is most gralefbl to the 
parch«l hills. It also descends in abundance. " We were sufficiently 
instructed by experience what the lioly psalmist means by the dew of 
Hermon, our tents being as wet with it as if it had rained all night." — 
Manndrell's Journey, &<!., p. 97, Amer. ediOon. — life for evermore. 
Here life, being parallel with blessings, signifies prosperUn, happiaeas. 



I. — bg night. It was the duty of the priests and Levites to serv 
in flie temple day and night. The service by night is mentioned t 
particular, as being more arduous. (Lev. viij. 35; 1 Chron. ix. 83.) 
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Pa. CXXSV. 

7. — fiif the rain ; i.e., !o accompany it. 

13. — nifmorial; i.e., that by which God is brought to mind; 
namely, Ms perfeutions continually displayed in fi'esli deeds of om- 
nix>otence and love. (See Esod. iil. 15.) 

Ps. CXXXYII. 
This teautlflil psalm was probably written very soon after Ihe cap- 
tivity in Babylon, while Uie memory of the aufferinga and indignitios 
connected with it was liresh in the mind of tlie author. 
" a- ciamiiig, 7 
le reiferred It 

6. — «w toague deave, &c, ; i.e., refiise ite oifflce in ainpng. 

7. — lAitdren of Edam ; who had shown great hostility to tb© 
Israelites, and joined with the Chaldteana in effecting the deslructinn 
of Jerusalem. (Comp. Ezek. xxv. 12; Obad. 10.) Respecting the 
imprecations in ver. 7-9, with which the patriotic can ia some degree 
sympatliize, but which the ChrisliBn can acarcely approve, see 
p. 9, &c. 

8. —thoudestroijer! Itake T^IID to be « noun. (See De Dieu, in 
Poole's Synopsis.) Otherwise, the desdaied ! or, wko art W be destroyed.' 

pb. cxxxvin. 

This psalm is commonly supposed (o refer to the circumstances of 
David, when, after tlie death of Saul, he was established on tlie throne. 
The term ilS"'^ temple (ver. 2), seems to point to a later age than 
that of David. 

1. — Before Ihe gods ; i.e., before the kings of the earth, or (see 
Ter. 4) the angels of God; otherwise, before God. 

2. — % promise nbom aU thy name; i.e., tiiou hast fulfllled (hy 
promise, and more than fiilfilled it; and hast done raore than has ever 
been aaid or conceived of thee. 

6. '■ — knowelk frota qfor ; i.e., takes cognizance of them for the pur- 
pose of punishment, 

8. — Forsake not the Toorks of thine hands; i.e., complete what thy 
hands have begun. 

pB. CXXXIX. 
It appears, from ver. 19-24, that this admirable psalm, to attempt 
to set forth the exceiience of which by descriptive epithets would be 
folly, was iu some degree occasional. The anthor seems to have been 
led to the composition of it by false charges against the n^rightness of 
his intentions, and tlie sincerity and purity of his coarse in respect to 
the worship and service of Jehovah. On account of the reference 
to idohitry, and certain Chaldaizing forms which occiu' in it, some 
d'itics refer tlie psalm to a later age than that of David. 
16* 
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the ChaMee in Buitorfs Bible. 






There is thus some expansion of the tliougbt e^tpresaedin ver. 2antl3. 
Otherwise, as in the common Tersion, For iliere is »0t a word, &iv, ; i.e., 
thou knowest every word which I utter, as well as every act which 

5. — lageat thine hand ajJon tse; i.e., liaet me completely in thy 

9. — tpings of the v/oming; i.e., if 1 could move as swiftly ae the 
rays of the morning cnm, which in an instant go from one end of 
heaven to the other. 

16. — curiously wrougM in the baer purls of the earth. This language 
leems to amount to the same tiling as that m ver. 13, Thou dulal trtave 
me in my motka^s nwrni; i.e., in as dark a place as the lower parts uf the 
earth.' (See Gea. Lex. on HDD). 

17. Sow precioas lomearelhy thoughts; i.e.. How valuable in them- 
Belves, or how highly valued, precious in the contemplation, are thy 
purposes of wisdom and goodness, aa diBplajed in tlie formatiOD and 
care of man I It appeara to me that De Wette and Gesenius unue- 
cessmily depart from tlie common meaning of tlie term "ip_^, when 



meditating upon thee, and what thou haat done. 

24, — tiay of trouble, &G. That 22is means pain or troMe, there 
can he no doubt (See Isa. xiv. 3; 1 Chron. iv. S; and Gen. iii. 16, 
without regard to the vowel-points.) That It may denote sin, ar 
iddatrg, cannot be proved. — the xoay eoerlasting ; i.e., the way whidi 
does not end in trouble and ruin, as in Ps. i. 6. Or, m the andati inay; 
i.e., the good old way of the worship of Jehovah, sani^tioned by the 
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (Comp. Jer. vi. 16.) 

Ps. CXL. 
This psalm is commonly supposed to have been composed hy David 
in reference to tlie persecution of Saul and his courtiers. 

" -shaiTien their tongues like a serpent. Perhaps there may be 



If this psalm was written hy David, it may have had the same 
general occasion as the hist. But it seems to' contain no special ailu- 
eions to the circumstances of David. It is most probable that tlie 
auHior and the occasion of the paalm are unknown. 

4. — eat of their delicacies ; i.e., assockte with them at their sump, 
tuous feasts, where their evil designs are discussed. Or, tlie espres- 
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sion may Im a figuratiTe one to denote parllcipatlon in iheir cberished 
designs. 

6. — irXfof my hsod ; m gratefiil as perfiimed oil, which was poured 
on the head of gaeats. (See cxxxiii, 2, and the note. Oomp, Prov. 
xxvii. 6; Eccl. vii. 5.) — But now I prai/ agaiasl tlisir nrajcedness ; i.e., 
bnt now, when I esp^rience treatment the reverse of what is right 
and kind, I am impatient under it, and pray against Tay enemies who 
inSJct it. (See Doderlein's Scholia ad Joe.) The pronoun their refers 
to the enemies of the poet, whom he mentdons in the next verse. 

6. — over the side of t/ie rock ; according 10 an ancient mode of pun- 
ialiing male&ctora. (See 2 Chron. xxv. 12.) — T!ien lei them hear mg 
words, &0. "But how," asks RoaenmiiQer, "couLi they liear his 
words, alter being tlirown &om the rouk 1 " But this question makes 
no allowance tbr the language of passionate emotion, whioh will not 
bear a strict analysis. St. Pan! sajB that he delivered Hymeneua ani 
Alexander to Satan, that thej might leain not to blaspheme. An un- 
promising teacher 1 we might say, in the spirit of KosenmuUer's ques- 
tion. Besides, we suppose that the words, let than hear, refer to the 
survivors, the people warned fay the fate of llie judges or rulers. 

7. Oar bones are scattered, &c. ; i.e., the hones of our countrymen, 
ftienda, or followers. This may be understood as a literal description 
of wiiat had been done by the enemies of the writer, or as a metar 
phorieal description of the low condition to which he and his tbliowers 
were reduced. 

Pa. CXLIL 

According to the Hebrew inscription, this psalm was composed by 
David to express the feelings which he had while in the cave of Adnl- 
kra (1 Sam. chap, xxii.), or in that of En^edi (1 Sam. chap. xsiv.). 
Some suppose this title to have been a conjecture of the person who 
placed it there, founded on ver, 7, lirinfj me oat of piisan, &u, 

7. — out of prison; i.e., out of my distress. 

I's. CXLIII. 

This psalm, if composed by David, may refer to his distress during 
ills persecution by Saul, or during the rebellion of Absalom. This is 
one of the psalms which some Jewish and some modern critics sup- 
pose to be designed for the nse of iJie whole people, personified as a 
single Individoal in distress. Without doubt, many of the psalms 
were designed for the use of the whole people of Israel, hke Clirisliaa 
hymns for the use of a congregation. But whether there is a personi- 
fication of the people in &e psalms of complaint is very doubtf'aL 
Such a view needs more positive support than we find in those 
psalnis, 

3. — is darkness ; i.e., in hopeless calamity. (See the next verse.) 

Ps. CXLIV, 
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gcrs irom his o\in relielliotiE subjects and from tlie Pliilistiues and 
other foreign enemies. It contains bo many Terser borrowed from 
oOier pa^ms, that there is considerable plausibility iu tlie conjecture 
of De Wette, that it w;b composed, or milier compiled, long after tlie 
age of David. 
3. Comp. Tiii. 4. 

6. Comp. xviii. 9. 

0. Comp. xviii. 14. 

7. Comp. xviii, 16. 

12. — Grown up in their yoalh. It is eomewhat donhtful, whether 
tbia line belongs to sons or to plants. The expression in their yoMlt, in 
the Hebrew, is not applied to plants, but only to persons, and thus 
thvors tiie formec application. On tlie otiier hand, it may be said that 
tlie term nouih may be used metaphorically. — Mew-a, &o., probably 
elegaody sculptured, and possibly referring to tiie Cwj/atides, or eol 
umus representing female figures. 

14. — brealang in; i.e., of enemies into the walls of our cities , 
— gaiagmt; i.e., in flight, or into captivity ; or, perhaps, sallying forth 
to attack an enemy. 

Ps. CSLV. 
This is another of the alphabetical psalms, eonstniuted like the 
twenty-fifth and thirty-fourth. (See p. 47. &c.) The ancient Jews 
had so high an opinion of its excellence, tliat they used to say, that a 
man could not liul to be a child of tlie world to come, who would re- 
peat tliis psalm tliree times every day. 

1, >— tlie kiaii; i.e., the true Mag, the king of kings. 

Ps. CXLVI. 
This is a psalm of solemn praise to God, designed probably for pub- 
lic worship in the temple. It is a veiy ancient opinion, that it was 
composed after the return from llie captivity, being ascribed in the 
Septuagint version to HaggaJ and Zecliariah. 

8. — opmah the e//e3 of IM bUnd. This is probably a figurative 
espression, denoting tliat the Lord restores from distress to prosper- 
ity, when there are no hopes from human aid. (Comp. Isa. xxxv. 6 ; 
xlii. 7.) 

9. — he maJieth crooked ; i.e., defeats their designs ; prevents them 
from attaining the object at which ihey aim. 

P8. CXLVII. 

This psalm appears, from ver. 2, in connection with 18 and 14, to 
have been composed after Ihe return from the captivity. 

3. — thebrokai m hfoai; an instance of which is his restoring those 
who were exiles at Babylon. 

10. — in the legs of a man ; i.e., not in infenlay more than in cavahy 
He needs neither the one nor the oflier. Otherwise, legsofa tn<m may 
denote swiftness of fbot, which was considered a great accomplishment 
in an ancient warrior. 
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15. — His ward ruB«eth very swi/ili/ ; i.e., Uiat ivliiuh hn commands is 
epeedily effected. 

18. He sendeUi forth his word; i.e., gives command. 

I's. CXLVIII. 

1. — from llie lieamns ; i.e., je angels who are from tlie lieavciis, in 
conCradistinetioo from things on the earth, ver. 7. — in the heights ,- 
i.e., the heavens. 

2. — oMi/e his hosts ; i.e., of angeU. (Comp. 1 KiDgs xxii. 19.) 
4. — Ye waters, Sc Corap. civ. S ; Gen. i. 7. 

9. — all cedars; wliich are mentioned in particular as leprMenting 
all wild trees. 

14. — near to him. Comp. Bent. iv. 7. 

Ps. cxrjx. 

This psalm contains no indications of the time when it was com- 
posed. The conjecture of Theodoret, that it was written after the 
return ilMjm the capdrity, when the nation was esiabliehed, and had 
obliuiied consideFable success over their enemies, seems to be as phiu- 
gible as any. 

1. — a new sonif. The epithet hchi seems to denote nothing moi'e 
than that the psalm had not been before sung, implying, perhaps, that 
there was new occasion to sing tlie praise of God. 

2. — m hiia tliat made him ; i.e., as a nation. (.Comp. Dent, xxxiii. 
6 

4. — wirt salvation; i.e., deliverance from their enemies, or victory 
over them. The disli-essed probcbly denote here the people of Israel, 
mentioned in tlic parallel line. 

6. — ill tMrglorg ; i.e., the glorious eonilition in which God, their 
king, has placed them. 

0. — a tico-edged sword, &c. Comp. ii., ex., &c, ; Neh. iv. 18, &c. 
I. — whiiA is v!i-iltea. This may refbr to the command given to the 
leliies to destroy the nations of Palestine, in Deut. chap, vii., or, 

more probaHy, to what is written in tlie book of the Divine Mind, and 
referred to in ii., ex., &c. {Comp. Ivi. 8 ; cxxidx. 16; Jude, ver. 4; 
Itev. xiii. 8; xx. 16.) 

Fb. CL. 

It may be supposed that the first and last lines of this psalm were 
sung by the whole company of singers, and that tlie otlier lines were 
sung responsively by diflerent portions of it. 

1. — in his saneiuaiy ; i.e., in the temple. — in his glorious Jitiiui- 
went; i.e., in heaven, refferring to tlie angels. 

6. — epiiiala, &c. Tor what inibnnation may be had respecting 
the mnsiuaJ instruments of the Hebrews, see Pfeiflbr on the Music of 
the Ancient Hebrews, translated in the Biblical Eepository for October, 
1S85 ; Jahn's Archieology, g 92-06. 
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NOTES ON THE PROVERBS. 



Chap. I. 



1-6. These verses seem to ho designed a? a prKtate, puiiiting out 
llie object and use of the Book of Proverbs 

2. — wisdom — inslradion. It is impoaaiUe Jo give to these and 
siiuikr terms a, preuise deflniOon, which shall apply to al! cases in 
which tliey are used. For their meaniug is more or less exteusive 
ntid generd, dccording to Uie cODuection in which they stand 1( 
may be said, however, that the term rendered imsrfom, m iW most 
oominon use in this boolc, denotes a general knowledge of all those 
subjects, divine and human, which ought to engage the muid of man ; 
and especially that which may be applied to the conduct of life. It 
has so extensive a slgmScation, however, as to denote the attributes 
of God manifested in the creation of the world. The term rendered 
instyiidwn more commonly denotes that knowledge or education 
which relates to morals and manners ; but tJie particular meaning and 
application of both these terms can be learned only from the context 
in the passages in which they occur. The same remark sqtplies to the 
terms rnids^tanding, hioidedge, and some others, which are sometJmeB 
interchanged with the terms above mentioned. Espeeiall;^! the con- 
nection must show when any of these terms relate to religious sub- 
jects, when to moral conduct, and when ia knowledge in general. 
— wonb of vnderstajiding ; i.e., which come from the intelligent, and 
tend to make the tiearer intelligent. 

8. — ins&TKiJiiji of ^midetKe; i.e., such instruction as tends to make 
one prudent — justice, equity, tcprig)itness. These terms denote the 
e thing, and are heaped together in order to ^ve weight to the 



. simple; I.e., to him who, hy reason of inexperience is 
liable to be imposed upon. We have an illnstiation of the kin 1 if 
simplicity referred to in this proverb in the term yoimg nan in the 
parallel une. 

5. The mite man, &o. The maxims m this book are designed not 
only ibr the inexperienced and ignorant : he that is wise already will 
not lose his labor m reading it, but will become still wiser 

6, — deep iHOxim — rforfcsaj/injs; i.e., such pointed concise flgnra- 
tive, or enigmatical sentences and maxims as are contiuned in the 
Book of Proverbs. The Hebrew term n2"'ibT3 seems here to denote, 
[375 1 
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to ail those GGiitimente which mnn ought to entertain towarda God. 

— beginning of hnoadedge. The Heiirew term sometimeB denotes tlie 
first of its kind, the most excellent part. Hence, the line may lie ren- 
ilered, " The fear of the I^ord is tlie perfeution of knowledge ; " miil 
so 9ome criticB have rendered it; but as in chap. ix. 10 a difi^rejiC 
Hebrew word Is naed, which must be rendered batiiiiiiiKi, I prefer to 
understand the line as conveying tlie idea, that reli^on is the begin- 
ning or founi^tion of all valuable knowledge, witliout wMch meu 
rem^n ignorant and fboljsh, liowevei; great their attainments iu 
merely hunian knowledge. The religious man only will become wise. 

— Fods; i.e., impious fools. The Idea of impiety was ofteu asaocialuil 
with the Hebrew term. 

8. M^ear. This expression implies attention and obedience. It is 
the opposite of n^Uct, in the par^lel line. — O toi/ soh! Tiie He- 
brews and other Orientals addressed their pupils, hearers, or readers, 
by the endearing appellation of son. The terms dear render, friend, 
&e., in some modern Ijooks, correspond to it. 

9, — gracefid wreath — a ciain, &c. ; i.e., they shall, being fbllowed, 
add more to thy beauty, and win more approbation and tiivor for tbea 
finm God and good men, than any oniaments wliiuh thy parents can 
place upon thy head or around thy neck. 

il. — imiocent in vain ; i.e., to whom innocence is no protection. 

12. Lei U3 aieoUoto Ihein up alive, &c. ; let us inflict sadden and unex- 
pected deatruedon upon IJiem, as surely as Sheol devours tiie unre- 
sisting dead. 

14. — thi/ lot; i.e., though thou art young, thou shalt liave an equal 
share in the plunder with na veterans of the trade. Thou slialt draw 
lots with ns, whenever we determijie, by casting lota, to whom any. 

Portion of the plunder we have g^ed shall belong. (See Fs. xxii. 
8.) — oneparm; containing the money we oblain, of which all shall 
have a right to the same share. 

n. JFbr aalhenet is spi-ead in vain. Comparing vii. 28, the meaning 
may be, that ic Is spread in vain to the silly bird wMch sees the net, 
and does not take warning from it; and that the exhortation is, not to 
be so headstrong and incauUous as the silly birds, who ose to run into 
the net, although they see the fowler mying it before their eyes. 
Some, however, refer the words tn vain to Che fowler, and suppose the 
meaning to be, that the fowler loses his labor who sets his net while 
the bird is looldng on, because the bird, perceiving tlie danger, will 
not come to the bait, but rather fly away ; and that those who are not 
warned by tlie evil consequences of wickedness, which the writer sets 
forth, are even sillier than tiie birds. While plotting destruction tbr 
others, tjiey are bluid to the retribution which is sure to iall upon 
themselves. 

19. Il taheth amay the life, &a. ; I.e., it brings sudden and violent 
death upon fliose wlio have gained possession of it. 

20. Jn opposition to the entioi^raents of the wicked, wisdom is now 
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pjiovEKiiS. 877 

personified as a leaeher, preaeliing to Ibe eons of men. It is evi- 
dent fi'oni tiiis description, ae welL as from diap. viii. and ix., that a 
praeticiU regard to God and duty, as well as a speculative knowledge 
of divine and linmon tilings, is included in the author's idea of nis- 
doiii. The circumstance, that wisdom, perBonifled as a teacher, is 
represented as proclaiming her lessons in the streets, highways, &c,, 
is supposed by some to denote, that in adive life oiily is that rich 
fountain of csperience from which ^visd6m ia derived. Bnt it may be 
doubted whether tliis particular idea was in the author's mind. I 
rntlier suppose, that, having personified wisdom as a f 
represents her as giving her lessons where it was cus 
teachers and philosophers in andenf times to give tiieir I 
the language implies aay iJiing more, it ia, Oiat die lessons 
are within the reiuiii of nJl, presenting urgent claims to thei 
Bishop Patrick paraplirases ver. 21) thns : " Let me a 
therefore, rather to hearken to tlie manifbld inBtmclions 
whose most excellent counsels you cannot but he as well 
witlial as you are witli that which is proclaimed in the oji 
for you hear them in tlie phiin dictates of your own consciences, in 
tlie laws of God, in tlie mouth of his proplieta and ministers, iii the 
admonitions and examples of good men, and in tlie course of his provi- 
dence and wise, government, whicli call upon you more earnestly and 
loudly tlian these seducers to tbllow and obey them." 

23. — simple ones — sijaplicitg — acoffas —fools. If by these difler- 
ent terms tlie aullior refers to different classes of persons, — which 
may be doubted, — tlie first class may denote the wicked through 
inesperience, weakness, and ci'edulity ; the second, open scotifers at 
religion and Tirtue ; tlie tliird, hardened, Irreligious, and vidous men, 
who are yet self-satisfied, and regard themselves as wiser tlian persons 
of an opposite character. 

28. — poierout. The month of wisdom is represented as a fountain 
copiously pouring tbrth its streams. — niy apitit i i.e., my mind. 

24. — etretched oal my hand. It is more agreeable to usage to 
' this as a beckoning gesture, inviting tiie hearer to come, 

e designed to enforce the language of the speaker, or to 

- 1. (See Isa. xiii. 2, and IxT. 2.) 
— ., ,■ litendly, in the morning ; i.e., with great earnestness 
and diligence ; as those who rise early in the morning for any object 
are in earnest about it. The meaning of the whole verse is, that the 
despisers of wisdom will not be able to escape from the calamity in 
which they are involved. 

81. — eat of the/rail, &a. " Therefore, as it is jost tlmt men should 
reap what they sow, and eat such fruit as they plant, so these men 
shall suffer the punisimientB which their wicked doings naturally pro- 
duce ; nay, be glutted and surfeited with the miserable effects of their 
n counsels and conlrivances." — PaWick. 



82, — liie turning awaa of the aiiaple; i.e., from duty and wisdom. 
'Tor let them alone, and they need nobody but themselves to destroy 
tliem ; their escaping dangers oniy making them moie audacious to 
run into Ihem." — Patrick. 
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8. — if thaa wilt call aloud, &o. ; i.e., if tliou wilt, aa it vrere, give 
her a strong and pressing invitation to come and take possession of 
ttiy son!. 

" ""' I sua , _, _ 

ardidon of attwiin:^ 
religion as the efleet of a sincere and earnest search after wisdom, 

6. For llie Lord givefh leisdoia. And let no one doubt that he will 
find true wisdom, if he seek for it in the right way j^ tor God gives it 
to such as diligentl; seek for it. (Comp. Job xxxii. 8, xxxviii. 39; 
Dau. ii. 21; Janiea i. 6, 17.) 

9. Thea shalt thou understand, &c. This verse is connected in sense 
with ver. 5 ; ver. 6-8 being parentlietio. 

10. — msdom mterdh — knoidedge is pleasant, &c. The langnnge in 
this verse seems to be borrowed irom the entertainment of guests. 
Wisdom then enters the heart, as her bahitatjon, and is pleasant to 
one; i.e., is cherished by him as his dearest friend, when it is not 
merely specaiative, but a living, practical principle. 

16, — inije of aitother; i.e., the adulteress, who is here not a for- 
mgner (comp. ver. IT). It is commonly said that the adulteress is 
called a strange woman, because that class of people were usually women 
of jbreign origin. It is probable, however, that the term itself often 
denotes simply one of a strange funily, one not belonging to the 
femily of the tempted person. 

17. — friend of her youth ; i.e., the husband io whom she was united 



Mai, ii. 14.) 

18. — guides of the dead. fiiRB'l, literally, (ie loerj:,- the shades or 
ghosts of the dead, which the ancient Hebrews represented as dwell- 
ing together in She^l, destitute of blood and animal lit^, and therefore 
weak and languid, like a sick person (Isa. xiv. 10), but yet having 
some faculties, such as perception and memoij^. 

19. — return again ; — f<ms of life. The image of the preceding 
verse seems to lie continued ; and the representation is, tlmt it is aa 
difficult for one who has become intimate with an adulteress to recover 
Irom the moral and temporal min in which ho involves himself as it 
is for one who has gone down to l]ie place of the dead to return to the 
land of the living. 

21. — dwell in Hie land. To dwell tilL death in flie land of Israel, 
the glory of all lands, tlie land of many promises, and not to t>e driven 
from it into a fbreign country, was considered an inestimable blessing 
by every true Hebrew. Hence, it was used as an image of the highest 
good. It is often difHoult, as in tliis jiassage, to decide whether the 
expression is to be understood in a literal or a figurative seuse- In 
Matt. v. 5, oocm:s the figurative use of the espreasion. 
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PROVERBS. 



Chap. III. 



2. — peBiK ; i.e., prosperiti sahBfi«,tion thit vliirl la llie object of 
every one's desire and purtuit and tliit wlnck he nislies for liis 

8. — kiadKesf and truth. On account of ihe latter clause of tlie 
verse, I understand these words as denoting the iutLcs of humanity, 
sincerity, and justice in man Uthers on account of the nse of tlie 
terms in otiier passages lo denote the ftvor of G<id and hia feithful- 
neas to his promises, understand them in tlie same sense here ; and 
suppose the pronoun ihBjn, in the next tine, to refer back to precupis in 
ver. 1. — OTOiead tla/ neck; i.e., let them never be foi^tten or nejf- 
lected, as you cannot GUI to see and care for Uie ornamental cEiains 
wMoh yon wear around your neck. 

e. ' — Jean not, &c. ; as one leans upon a staff. The precept in this 
line is limited and explained by the preceding parallel line. It is, tliat 
no one shoold trust to gain the ends which he seeks, or to obtain hap- 
piness, by hifl own sagacity and wisdom, witliout the Divine blessing ; 
that the tayor of God is more eseenlJal to a happy life than any 
labored. phins which the human understanding can devise. 

8. — tkg maides; which, with the bones mentioned in the next line, 
were meant to denote the whole bo<!y. — moistvre to thy bones; the 
bones being supposed to be dried up in sickness. (See xvii. 22; Job 
xm. 24; Ps. Cii. 3.) 

9. Honor the Lord, &e. ; i.e., obey the directions of the law by 
brining thy oblations to the house of God, and ofiering the flrat-fraits 
of the harvest and the vintage, in token of thy gratitade and 
dependence. 

1%.— tree of life ; i.e., a tree, the fruits of which lengthen life. It 
is also prohabie that the expression has reference to the tree of life in 
paradise (Oen. ii. 9, ill. ^), here used as the emblem of constant and 
durable happiness. 

20. — dip ifflKers were deft; i.e., separated into two masses, one 
above imd the other beneath the flinuament, according to the account 
in Gen. i. 6, 7. Witli the mass of waters above iJie firmament were 
Buppoaed to be connected the cloiuJs which drop down the dew. 

22. — life to thy nod ; i.e., these precepts, being observed, will give 
tliee animation, cheerihlness, and vigor, when otlier tilings fail tiiee. 
— jrace to iht) lieck ; i.e., they shall be ornamental to thee, and secnre 
ttiee lavor ajid admiration more than the neek-ehiun which is worn to 
adorn the lx>dy. (Comp. i. 9.) 

25. — atoria ; the same word which is used in chap. i. 27. 

SI. — treatelh scomfiJh). I snppose this means simply, that God 
will pimieh tlie scoraers, without reference to any parlicnlar mode of 
punishment So, in the New Testament, we read, " If any man cor- 
rupt Uie temple of God, God wiQ corrupt liim] " aa it stands in the 
original. (1 Cor. iii. IT.) The particular expressions used, having 
reference to tlie sin which is punished, are merely for strength and 
emphasis. A similar use of threatening language is very common in 
conversation. 

. 36. — bear off; i.e., they shall take it up, and bear it off, as their 
portion. Oliierwise, shame shall beai' off fools ; i.e., sweep them away 
like chaff, 
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380 NOTBE. 

CHiP. IV. 

\.~ofa father. See the mte on i. 8. 

4. — and live. An emphaljt *!>; press) on, and sufficiently agreeable 
to the English as well as the Hebrew iiiioin, for " thou shalt live," i.e., 
Lve happilj;. 

7. — principal thing ; i.e., the most excellent of all posBessionB. 

9. See the note on i. 9. 

12. — goeat, — ninnes(;"ifUiyaetion9and designs Laveno other rule, 
tbou Blialt be at ease, and free ftwin those stmts and difficulties which 
others meet withal ; and, In case thy business shall require haste, tliis 
will be the safest, as well as the most inoSensive (it not Ijie shortest), 
omplish tliy ei 



all happi 



thi/Ufe; i.e., tliy moat precious treasure, — that upon which 
less depends. 

caHsedsoffi* (oAI?,- i.e., to stumble andiall over the Btumbling- 
blixie set in their path. The expression in tliis verse may denolB 
tliat the wicked rest not iill they have brought some one to niin l>y 
plunder, &c. ; or tUl they have seduced some one to become a partaker 
of their wickedness. The former meaning seems lo be most favored 

17. — bread of wickedness, — wine of violence; i.e., obtained by dis- 

' " ftpme, and not by honest labors. Otliers understand the 

; ie very agreeable to the wicked, like bread 

i.e., it is full of brightness and joy. Their 
n the joy and comfort of it; before others. 
It is a growing light : it shines more and 
nBDre, not like the ligiit of a meteor, which Sood disappears, or that 
of a eandle, which bums dim and bums down ; but lite tliat of the 
dawn, which is soon followed by Uiat of the rising sun, which will 
arrive, in the end, at the perf^t day. The light of the dnyspring 
will at length be noonday light, and it is this to which tlie righteous 
are pressing forward. 

19. — at jchat ihsi stamble ; i.e., like travellers in a dark and dan- 
gerous road, they ai-e in constant danger of fklling into ruin. 

21. — in the midst of % heart; i.e., as a most precious treasure, 
which is kept, not in an outer apartment, but in tlie innermost recesses 
of the house. 

22. — hadih ; more literally, healing. 

23. Forfiom it goeth forth life. I understand this line lo mean, 
that as natural life, man's most ^cious ^session, depenils upon 
tlie heart, so his true happiness, his well-being, depends upon a well- 
regulated mind and well-r^ulated aflfeclaons. (See ver. 18.) 

25. iei thine a/es took straight forward. The phraseology of this 
verse is borrowed from a traveller who keeps fixed in tlie direction of 
the road, arid does not allow his eyes to wander on one side and the 
oilier, lest by so doing he should stumble over a stone, or &1I into a 
hole. Tlie precept points out tlie necessity of being on our guard 
against the seductions of the wicked, of directing all our actions by a 
good intention to a right end, and of not allowing tlie mind to be 
diverted from it by any temptations. 

26. — be steadfast; i.e., not turning, now in one direction, now in 
another. The tliought is expressed more clearly in the next verse 
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2. — Up3 mai/ jyeesfTve IcniiiDlidge ; i.e., not only lay up wiadooi fo( 
thyself, but be reftdf to impart it, as thou slialt have opportunity'. 

4. ^«t liee aid is, &c. ; i.e., tlie end Co which ebe leads her victims. 

6. — the andemxirld. The meaning Is, that the Imriot, quiokfy and 
surely, leads Chose who fijUow ber to death. 

8. — ponder the way qftije ; and ao turn to it iiDm tjie way to Sheol. 
Herpatlis are unatead; and TUciUaUng, while ehe is uncoiisdous of it; 
i.e., she is so absorbed and benrildeced in her vncillatiiig course of 
Wb, tliat she Siils to ponder the path of safety and happiness. 

9. — ikg l^iB ; i.e., the beauty and strengtli of thy body. — t/iy 
i/earsi i.e., thy life.. — Mere, &c. The plural may be used as refer- 
ring, not only to tlie liarlot, but (o her base attendants and children. 
— a crud one. Tliis may refer Co a cruel master to whom he might ha 
sold for the crime of adultery. 

11. — % Jlesk and Iky body are consumed; i.e., well-nigh consumed ; 
wlien thoti art reduced to a mere steleCon. 

11. In the midst of the conffrmation, &c. ; i.e., so as Co be a public 
example and a shameful epectacte to all men. Some suppose that the 
line has reference to condemnation for adnlCerj in court, or to atoning 
in the midet of a multitude. 

15. Drink teater, &c. ; i.e., he ^itlrtHil Co thine own marriage bed. 
Similar images occur in Hum. xxiT. 7; Ps. Ixviii. 26; CanL iv. 12; 
Isa. xlviii. 1 ; Hos. xiii. 16 ; Siraoh xxvi. 12. 

16. — ihyfoiaOaias, &a. ; i.e., thy children which shall be numerous. 
{Comp. Num. x'^iv. 7; Isa. zlvjii. 1.) I see no sufficient reason tbr 
altering the Hehtew text by eonjectare, so as lo make another mean- 
ing, by tlie insertion of a negative, accoi-ding to » few manuscripts of 
the SeptnaginC. 

n. — thee iilone; i.e., thou mayet be confident that the children 
of your wife are truly yours ; whereas the children of harlots are of 
uncertain paternity. (Comp. Sirach xxvi. 19-21.) 

18. ■— thy foanlain I i.e., thy wife. — shtdl be blessed; i.e., hare ft 
numerona oiTspring. (Comp. Ps. cxiriii, 8.) 

19. A hvUy kind, a graceful doe. The Arabs have tlie proverbial 
expression, "More beautifiU than the ibex, or moun Iain-goat." (See 
Bochart, tom. ii. p. 899.) It appears ^so from Boohart, that the ibeic 
was domesticated for amusement, as a lovely creature which they 
delighted to adorn with chains, garlands, &c lioberts, ad loc, says, 
" The hind is celebrated for affection to her mate ; hence, in the East, 
a man, in speaking of his wife, often calls her by tlutt name." 
(Comp. Cant ii. 9, &c.) 

21. — the eyes, &c. The most secret sins, such as that condemned 
in this chapter, are known to God, as weU aa the most public trauB- 
gressions. 

22. — ensTuire -— cords, &a. The image is borrowed from the condi- 
tion of a wild beast or bird, caught in Clie nets of the hunter. The 
inevitable miseries or punishment of 
brings a man into captivity to misery. 
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CuAi: VI. 

1. — stricken kandi. This expressioii denotes tlie same thing as 
the expceeslon become a sareig, in the paritllel line. If, by giving thy 
hand to a creditor in presence of the debtor, thou hast beojme respon- 
sible for the debt of tlie latter. 

2. — ensnared. Comp. ver. 5. 

5. — faUeit into the hands, &c. This may denote that the surety has 
placed himseif at the mercy of the debtor, who, by neglect or misfor- 
tane, may expose liim to tlie payment of the delit ; or at the mercy of 
the creditor. ITrom what follows, tlie first seems the more prolHible 
explanation. — prostrate Iki/sdf.Sic.; i.e., CMTieetly entreat the debtor, 
for whom you have become bound, to pay iJie debt, and Oiua release 
you troia the obligaliou wliich j[ou have assumed. 

6. — OS a roe. The comparison may refer to the anxiety and the 
efforts of the roe or gazelle to extricate itself, or to the speed with 
wliidi it rmis away. The tleetness of the animal is proverbial in the 
countries wliieU it inhabits. (See Robinson's Calmet, art. Aiitdoiie.] 

7. — overseer, Sj3. The diligence of the ant ia the more remarka- 
ble, as it has no overseer to exact its labor. It is worth menUoning, 
tliat Aristotle, having spoken of cranes, bees, and ants as livine in a 
poliHcal state, says tliat the two former lived under a ruler, the latter 

8. — in the summer lier food ; as a provision for winter. The illns- 
tration is borroweii ftom what was a universal notion in ancient 
times respecting tiie ant. But the ant is now supposed to pass the 
winter, in cohi dimates, in a torpid state. 

10. A litde sleep, &C. This verse is lo be regarded as the expostu- 
lation of the sluggard, when called upon to leave his bed. 

11. — tikearMier; i.e.,8wiftlr, unespee1edly,irreBislibly. (Comp. 
ver. 16.) 

12. A lanihless wretch; literally, a man of Belial. An expression 
denoting mingled abhorrence and contempt ; the most reproachful epi- 
ttiet which one Hebrew could apply to another. 

IS. — uiinketh with liis a/es; who intimates, by signs with the eyes, 
hands, or feet, the base designs which he is atraid or ashamed to 
express in plain words, or winch he wishes to conceal from persona 
who are present. — Spedketh with Ms fifi, — teacheth with Ma Jinga's. 
Roberts, m his Illustrataons (p. 866), observes, " When the Easterns 
are in flieir houses, they wear no sandals, so their feet and toes are 
exposed. When guests wish to speak with each other so as not to 
be observed by the host, they convey their meaning by the feet and 
toes. Does a person wish to leave a room with another, he lifls 
op one of his feet ; and, should the other refuse, he also lifts up a 
tbot, and then suddenly puts it down on the ground." — " When mer- 
chants wish to bargain in presence of others without making known 
their terms, they sit on the ground, have a piece of cloth thrown over 
tlie lap, and then put each a hand under, and thus speak with their 
fingers. When the Brahmins convey religious myateriea to their 
disciples, they teach with their fingers, having the hands concealed in 
the folds of their robes." 
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10. — sir — seven. This mode of enumeration ia found in otJier 
parts of the Old Testatnent, as also in the sententious oompositionB of 
the Arabs and Peraiana. (See Ros. ad loc. Corap. ixx. 18, 99 ; Job 
V. 19 i Eccl. si. 2.) 

17. Lofty ei/es; i.e., pride, hauglitiness. 

21. — araund tliy iieofc. See i. 9, iii. 3, and the note. 

22. — iheji shall guide ; i.e., the commandment and the precepts, 

23. — to life; i.e., to true, solid, lasling happiness; so misery is 
expressed by tlie term dmtk. 

25. — eatek tiiee, &o. ; i.e., suffer not thyself to be caught in tlie nela 
of her wanton eyes. Perhaps the eyelids in particular are mentioneJ, 
because it was tiie cualom in the East to paint them. (See note on 
Jer. iv. 80.) 

26. — prfcious life ,- i.e., shortens life by starvation, in reference to 
the parallel line ; or hy the jealousy of the husband (see 83-85), or in 
some other way. 

80. — overhok; i.e., do not-let him go unpunished, though he may 
plead an excuse, which the adulterer cannot. The diief had no food, 
and stole some ; the adulterer had a wife, or might liave had, and yet 
coiTupted his neighbor'a wife. 

36. — content; to remit the penalty of death. (See Lev. xx. 10.) 

CHiP. VII. 

3. — upon thj Jaujers ; like a ring, which is not out of siglit, and 
which is kept with the utmost care. 

4. Saij onto wisdom, &c.; be as well acquMnted, as femiliar, witli 
wisdom as with a beloved siater. ( Comp. Job xvii. 14. ) 

8. — her comer. The expression here probably denotes tlie house 
of the harlot, aa ia suggesied by the parallel line ; and not merely her 
temporary station, as in ver, 12, 

11. — unniiy. The t«rm is applied in Hob. iv. 16 to an untamed 

14. — have been upon me; i.e., a vow to pay them has heen upon 
me. Theae thajik^>fferings, or peace-offerings, consisteil of oxen, 
sheep, or goata, which were oH^red In acknowledgment of some bleas- 
inga received. Considerable pordous of these victims used to be 
returned by the priests to those who offered tliera, and afforded mate- 
rials for a feast, to which they used to invite Iheix neighbors and 
IHends. 

n. — sprinkled, &J:. ; i.e., witli the liquid extract of the spices men- 
tioned. 

'2i. — OS one ia fetters to the cliastisement of the fool. " One in fetters " 
corresponds to the ox in the parallel line, and denotes tlie unresisting 
spirit and the foi^tfuhiess, or disregard of consequences, with which 
Uie young man fbllowa the allurements of forbidden pleasure. Otiier- 
wiae, CIS fetters, &c. For a defence of tlie version which I have 
adopted, I refer to Buxtorf 's Lexicon, or Gesenius's Tbesaunis, on tba 
lecm DDS. 
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CllAP. VIII. 

1. — wisdom. It is difficult to conceive that any one who atfends 
to what is said of wisdom in the Book of Prorerbs, and comiares this 
cliapter with clmp. i. 20, 8se., iii. 13, 20, and ii. 1-6, should ihil to per- 
ceive that the author pereoiiifles the attribute of wisdom ; tliat he 
represents wisdom as a female and a queen, dispensing lier rewards to 
those who gain her aequjuntanoe, and the assistant of the Almighty 
in tlia creation of tlie world. Respecting the theory, that the author 
describes a real person, the Messiah, or Jesus Christ, it is sufficient to 
aay, that there is noproof of It, either in this book or in any part of the 
OldorNewTestainent; andofcouraeitdevolvesupon tlioso whomtdn- 
tain that any thing more than the attribute of wisdom is described to 
prove it. For what the author professes to describe is tnisdom. (Comp. 
Job xxviii. 26-'2li.) Adam Clarke remarks on tliis verse: — "Hera 
wisdom is again personified ; but the proaopopteia ia carried on to a 
greater length than before, and with much more variety. It is rep- 
resented in this ch^ter in a twofold point of view : 1. Wisdom, the 
power of judging rightly, implying the knowledge of divine and 
human things. 2. As an attribute of God, partioulai'ly displayed in 
the various and astonishing works of creation. Nor has it any other 
meaning in tliis whole cliapler, whatever some of the Fathers may 
liave dreamed, who find allegorical meanings evetywhere." 

2. — top of the high places; where herald oiteu mode their procla- 
mations, (domp. Luke xii. 8.) 

9. — to ihe man of underbuilding ; i.e., who does not, like a fool, 
despise instrucdon. 

12. — duidl laitk prudence ; i.e., between wisdom and prudence thero 
is ah intimate union. Those who hare wisdom will have sound dis- 
cretion in the conduct of life. 

■ 13. In connection with the discourse in praise of wisdom, this 
verse seems to mean, that with true wisdom is connected that ikar 
of God which leads to hoUnesa of lita ; in other words, that the wise 
man will manifest his religion in his life. (Comp. 1 John iv. 20.) 

14. Comsd; the capacity of managing difficult afihirs, and bring- 
ing tliem to" a succesafhl issue. — / Aaw slrenulh. So Eccl. vii. 19, 
" Wisdom strengthens ttie wise more than ten mighty men," &c. 

15. — kings •■eigii; i.e., the thrones of kings can be securely estab- 
lished, and the regal duties successfiiUy disdiarged, only upon the prin- 
ciples of true wisdom. 

17. / love ttem, &o. The lovers imd seekers of wisdom shall attain 
it, and the blesamgs which it confers. 

18. — areivilh nxe; i.e., in order to be bestowed upon those who seek 
and find me. (Comp: iii. 16.) 

22. — created me, &c. Created, or formed, is the primary meaning 
3f the verb InDiJ. (See Gesenius'a Thesaurus.) It ia so translated by 
the Septoagint, Chaldee, and old Syrlac versions. Thua also in Gen, 
xiv. 19, " The most high God, who made heaven and earth," the sama 
word is used. So also in Dent, xxxii. S, " Is he not thy tkther, that 
created thee ! " So Pa. cxxxiK. 13, " Thou hast created my reins." 
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Tlie taemiTtig created, ar/ornied, eeema also to te conflrmetl by Ter. 
Bofiire ttie hille, I mia braught forth." (See also the Son of Sin 
chap. xiiv. 9.^ At the time wlien v/isdom, in tliis passage, was re — 
as a i«ai pereon, and not a mere rhetorical peisoiiification of aj 
bate, there was a controversy between the Arians and Athanasians, 
whether the term in queBldon should be rendered created or possessud. 
Some of the latter contended, tliat exrias was a cocrnpt reading of tlie 
Septua^st for i/cT^aan ; and some, ttiat the paasage related t{> tbe hu- 
innn nature of Christ. Sinue the true view has prevailed, that wisilom 
is odIj personified, the Tendering creotfJ, or j'omfij, has been regnrded 
as more agreeable io tlie oonneotion. — thejlrstliiiff of his mhj; i.e., tlia 
first prodni^tioii of his operating, creadre energj*; i.e., when Jeliovah 
vieni /oiik, or proceeded, to create the world, wlien he commenced bis 
teay, a/UTse, or prnceas of creation, I was liia first production. He caused 
me to proceed from himself to be his assistant in producing a welL- 
ordered world oat of ohaoB. In Job xsvi, 14, il. 19, tlie term 'n^l, 
wag, in tlie plural, denotes the imrlcs of God, The termjjisi has refer- 
ence to time chiefi/j but haa connected with it the idea of Biiperiority 
or eiccellence. It is the same term which is used in Gen. xUx, S, 
" Seaben, thou art my flrst-botn, the firstling of my streugth." It is 
also tiie term which ia uiplied to the firat-Jraits offered in the temple 
(Lev. ji. 12, xxiii. 10 ; Dent, iriii. 4, xivi. 10). The term ia also used 
to denote the chief of its kind, dropping the idea of priority in tjme. 
Thus, the river-horse is called tie iSje? of the works (literally, ways) 
of God. As to the plain, llteml meaning of the verse, and of the fol- 
lowing passage, it is simply that wisdom was esenased, or put forth, 
as the antecedent condition of the procluction of the world, or that the 
world wss made by tlie wisdom of God, as in Jep. li. 16, " Ho estab- 
lished tlie world by his wiedom, and by his un<lerstanding he spread 
oat the heavens." (SoProv.iii. 19; Ps. civ. 24; Job ixviii. 25-28. ^ 
God's putting forth of wisdom being regarded as antecedent in time to 
tiie actual creation of tlie visible world, the author, who had previ- 
ously represented wisdom as having length of days in her right hand, 
and in her left hand riches and honor, here, by a bold figure, personifies 
wisdom as being formed to be the assistant, counsellor, and, as it were, 
architect of the Deity, in the formation of tlie world out of chaos. This 
bold personification is perfectly agreeable to tlie genius of the Hebrew 
poets, who represent Zion as "stietching out her hands, having none 
to comfort her ; '' the inanimate ways wliich lead to the temple, as 
" mourning because none came to the solemn ffensts," and the trees of 
the field as " clapping their hands," in token of joy when the ransomed 
of Jehovah returned to Zion. (See the note on ver. 1.] The design 
of the author is to give the very highest praise of wisdom, by represent- 
ing it as not confined to common a^re, not even to the office of kings, 
ami as not being of modem or human odgiu ; but that it was older 
than the creation, and that witliout iis aid the Ahnighty formed no 
part of his works. The eulogies upon law by Cicero and Hooker pro- 
ceeded &om a similar train of thought. See Cicero de Legibus, lib. 
ii. cap. 4, and Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, at the end of book 1, 
where we read, "Of law there can be no less acknowledged than 
that her seat ia tiie bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the 
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world ; ali things In lieaven ancl earth do her homaffe, the veiy leaEt 
as feeling her caio, and the greatest as not exempted from her power ; 
botli aiigels and men, and creatures of what toudition soever, tiiaugh 
each in diflerent sort and manner, yet alt with uniform coneeot, admir- 
iDg her as tlie uiotlier of tlieir peaoe and joy." Tiie writer's idea of 
the creulioii of wisdom belongs merely to tlie rhetorical person ifitatioii 
of it. Before we can conceive of wisdom as waiting npon tlie Deity 
aB a person, we most suppose her cieated But the simple idea on 
which the personification was founded is, that the exertise of wisdom 
by God preceded the creation 'ot the world, as ihe condition of its 
order and beauty. 

28. — orioiHted. Wisdom is the most ancient iiueen in the world 
God himself anoinied her as such, bafore the ongm ot the visible 

27. — dreui a circle, &c, ; i.e., by causing Ihe apparentlj concave 
Bur&ee of the sky to form a cnmed boundary to the wateis which 
surrounded the eartli, according to the opiuioa of the ancients (Comp. 
Job ssvi. 10.) 

29, —bankr! i.e., the shore of the sea. —foandaiions. The earth 
is here represented as a house or building having fomidatious, &c. 

80. — as o master-buUder. This meaning of the term "ITOK, I re- 
gard as, on the whole, better supported hy usage (comp. Cant. vii. 2), 
and hy the scope and connection of the passage, tiian the meaning 
Jiister-ckild, which is preferred by some critics. The termination of 
the Hebrew terra is masculine, for which an obvious reason may be 
^ven, if it denotes an ardat or architeci, and none if it denote a foster 
child. It appears most consistent with the genera] design of the pas- 
eage, or with what we must suppose to be ita literal meRiiing, to 
understand wisdom to be represented as the counsellor, as It were, tlie 
architect of the 'Deity, in the ibroiation and furnishing of Idie world. 
As to the term exu^, which, according to a more literal translation 
would be pla^, spai-t, or dance, which is thought to be more favorable to 
the ifmCieniigfosler-ckiid, I suppose it refers to the exultation of wis- 
dom in the abundant and, as it were, lavish manifestation of lier sldll, 
and the ease with which she exercised it; perhaps it may even refer 
to the pleasure with which the Deity ia represented as looking upon 
the work of each day of creation. " And God saw tliat it was good." 
In Uie Book of Job, to denote the terrible nature of tlie crocodile, it is 
said, "In bis neck dwells strength, and terror dances before him." 
The rendering wa^er-buUda; or o^Uect, is favored by the Septiiagint 
and VnJgate, dpiioljivaa, cuncta componens. Lather also renders tlie 
term w^mekter, viaater-worhsan. 

81. Exuttivg, Sc. This verse is well paraphrased by Patrick. 
" More particularly I displayed my skill in the vast variety of crea- 
tures wherewith I have beautified this earlli wherein you dwell, whicli 
affbrd a most delighttU spectacle nnto me and unto all wise observers, 
who may see, that, above all the rest, my principal tlionghts were fixed 
upon the children of men (Gen. i. 26), in wliom I delighted exceed- 
ingly, beholding them made in the image of God and after his like- 

I suppose the language to he 
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borrowed from tlie pracOce of those persons in the East who waited at 
tlie doors of rulers or persons of emiiienee, in order K> lie admitted to 
their presence, or to apealt to them aa lliey came out, and thus gain 
tlie favors wliich tliey had in view. Othei'B suppose the langaage to 
be horrowed from the case of a, lover, waiting at the door of his mis- 
tress ; or of euholiH^ at the door of a school. 

86. — Jmdeth life ; i.e., the gteateat blessing, true happiness. 

86. — looe death; i.e., behave as though they uourted their own 
destitiction. 

Chap. IX 

1. — builded her house. By a personiflcaHon somewliat different 
from the preceding, wisdom is represented as a queen, having built a 
splendid p^ace, and prepared a rich feast, to which she invites the . 
sons of men, who will receive no less life, vigor, strength, and joy 
fr^m her instructions than the body does, when it pnctakes of a liberal 
and most delicious feast. — seven pilim-s. . Seven was regarded aa tlie 
full, perfect, Mid sacred number, not only by die Hebrews, but by 
the Arabians and Persians. 

2. — Himjrfpd her wine ; i.e., either with spices, to make it strong and 
well flavored, as in chap. sxiiL 80 ; or with w^ter, to make it more 
refreshing and wholesome. 

8. — maidens. Wisdom being represented as a female, of course 
lier attendants aie maidena. — SSe a-ielli aloud; i.e., by means of her 



— shoBie; — a stain; i.e., by being the olgeot of the scoffer's re- 
proaches and maledictions. It is the part of mi enlightened conscience 
and a sound judgment to decide when admonition may be olTered wliU 
the prospect of doing good. {Comp. Matt. vii. 6.) 

12. — bear it; i.e., the consequences oc punishment of thy scoff- 
ing. 

18. The Jbolish moaian. This may be intended as a porsoniflcation 
of folly, so as to form a contrast with tlie preceding personification of 
wisdom. But as the tei'm woman is expressly mentioned, and a" "" " 



discoursing of wisdom to warning against hai'iots (see chap. ii. 16 ; 
V. 8 ; vii. 5), it is more probable that a literal harlot, rather than a per- 
sonincation of folly as a harlot^ may he here intended. 

17. — brfod, fie. Comp. chap. ixx. 20. 

19. — the dead areihs-e ; i.e., tlie shades, or ghosts. (See chap. ii. 18, 
and the note.) The foolish man does not consider, that, by entering 
tlie house of tlie harlot, he joins himself to the company of the shadea 
in the underworld; i.e., he brings destruction ujion Iiitnself. 

Chap. X. 
1. The Proverbs, &c. With this chapter begins the collection of 
proverbs property so called ; i.e., aphorisms following each other with- 
out connection. Hence the new title, tlie preceding part being re- 
garded as an introduction to the proper proverbs. Perhaps, too, thev 
may have once existed in a separate collection. 
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2. Traimres of wickedness; wealth gained by unjust menus. III got, 
m spent. — rtghteoiisveis Miverelh, &e. Some, without necessity, 
understand this terra as referring partjoulaj-ly to beiieflcenL-e, as it 
«omeUmes does. 

8. — eraoi-ag ; i.e., tlie avaridoUB desires of those wlio make haste 
to be rieh, even by unjust means. 

5. — gatlierdh; i.e., the ffuifs of tbe earth. — scai cmising skaioe; 
i.e., one who disgraces himself and his ftmily by his tbliy, anil the 
poverty and misery whieli are the consequences of it. 

6. — oftliejuai ; i.e., on account of tlie good which is done by them. 
— concealelh vuJence; while the wicked, by hypoeritji^al profeasiona 
or studied silence, conceal the injury which they intend to inflict. 

7. — rot,- and, of course, ba oB^nsive and loathsome. 

8. —Ihe/odisk laOcer; i.e., who ia so full of hia own talk as not to 
listen to tJie advice of the wise. — Jiittelh headlony; i.e., involves Mm- 
self in danger and trouble. 

9. — percerlfth his -ways; i.e., tnms aside from the right way into 
crooked by-paths ; i.e., practises deceit and fraud. 

10. — wmkelh mih the eae, &c. ; i.e., the silent language of knaverj' 
ie as pernicious as the unmsguised perpetration of it. (See chap. vi. 
18, and tbe note.) 

11. —fmaiUun of life; i.e., utters what is useful and wholesome to 
liimself and others, (See ver. 0, and llie note.) 

12. _oauereiAD/ioj5%neE3;,i.e., overlooks, puts tbero out of eight, or 
forgives them. 

13. The diiit of this proverb seems to be, that tbe wrse man is pni- 
dent in liis words, and receives no blows ; whilst tbe foolish man, by 
imprudent speeches, provokes and receives chastisement. 

14. — treasure »p; i.e., do not let out every thing without regard 
to time or place, but reserve it for a fit opportunity ; while the fool sel- 
dom opens his moiith but it proves a switl mischief to himself. 

15. — steong dti/; i.e., in certain circumstances, wealth may pur- 
chase safety, while the poor man cannot avoid destruction. 

16. — to life; i.e., to true happiness. — to sin; which implies guilt 
and punishment, or ruin. 

18. — hidelh haired; i.e., by Mendly deportment to the object of 
balred. Disguised hatred and open slander are both condemned. 

21. — fe^many; i.e., strengthen and nourish them for the enjoy- 
ment of true happiness by their discourses. 

23. — hath wisdom; i.e., which keeps him irom mischief, anil makes 
him raUier find happiness in doing well. 

24. Thefiat of Vie teielced; i.e., that which he fears 

25. — Wheji the v/kiduiind; i.e., when the punishment due to tbe 
wicked comes lite a wliirlwind. — everlaslmg fbundation , le , he la 
saie from the whirlwind : his happiness is secure 

26. — siuggm-d; a dilatory, taithless agent or messenger causes 
tlie utmost vexation, by keeping his employers in suspense and 
anxiety. 

29. The way of the Loi-d, &c. By this phrase is commonly meant the 
way in which the Lord requires man to walk But it also means 
the way in which God walks; i.e., his providence or governraent 
Either meaning is admissible hero. Perhaps the lattei v pieleraWe; 



moi.Google 



In wliioli case, the second line might be renilered, Biu destruciion Jot 
iksm, IkcU do iniqaiti/, 

80. —l/iflaiwi. Seechap. ii. 21, 22, and the note. 

81. — yieWelAiiiisdojii; i.e., abundantly and constantly : therefore lie 
shall not be cut down, but be clieriahed and. prosper; while he who 
uaea his tongue perversely shall be cut clown like a tree that cumbers 
tlie ground. 

Chap. XL 

2. — ^MJjJJe is ipisdom. If We interpret tliis in connection with 
the parallel line, the idea is, tliat the humble mau is wise, inasmuch 
as he escapes the pain and shame which often follow pride. 

4. — the day of virath; i.e., Uie time when God brings judgments 
or pnnishnient upon men for their sins. 

6. '■ — miackief; i.e., which they design for others. Otherwise, Bui 
the treacherous are aianared in their ovm desires. 

7. — the expectation, Sc. ; i.e., death utterly destroys all his plans 
and projects ; whatever he expected to accomplish. 

11. — bt^sing^ of tlie npj'ighi ; their words, tlieir wise counsels and 
admonitions, which operate as a blessing. 

12, — deBpiselh hU neighbor, &a. " It is a great weatness to speak 
contemptuously of any man, or to render him ridiculous (for no man 
is so mean but he is sensible of despisiU, and may find ways to show 
his resentment] ; tliereibre a thorouglily pradent person, whatsoever- 
he thinks of otiierSf says notliing to Hieir reproach." — Patrick. 

16. Beauty and gracefulness of manners are to women what 
strength and valor are to men. 

n. — Be tlm doeth good to himself; i.e., he who enjoys tlie boun- 
ties of Providence ireely is likely to be generous to oUiers ; while he 
who denies himself the common eigoymeuts, and even necessaries, of 
life is likely to be cruel to others. {Comp. Sirach xiv. 5, 6,) On 
the ground of grammatical construction, either rendering is allowable. 
It is a proverb against asceticism. 

18. — deceiijal wages; i.e., winch disappoint his espectationB, or 
even bring pain inst^d of pleasure. 

"Ye plough nicliecliien, ye eliail retp wceei^liiidiKss ; 
YeehBUea.! uulsokiHl-fOrfHiit."— Hd3, I, 13. 

21. From generation to geaeraiion;\ite!eai\j, hand to hand. Thatlhave 
■ " " ' — meaning ia probable Som the parallel line, and from 

^, that a similar phraseology is in use among tlie Per- 
seus, aa has been shown by Schnltens ad loe. See also Gesen. The- 

22. — jeioel of gold. The Hebrew ladies wore rin^B suspended 
from the nostril by a hole bored through it; acuEtom which still pre- 
vails in the Bast. (Isa. iii. 21 ; Ezek. ivi. 12.) Paul I^ucas, as quoted 
by Bishop Lowth, speaking of a village a little this side of the Eu- 
phrates, says, "They have almost all of them the nose boi-ed, and 
wear in it a great ring." — mthotit diaeretioa. Probably a diasolnle 
woman is intended. " She may have the ornament ; her mien may be 
graceflil, and her person atli-active j but, without the matchless jewd 
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at virtue, she ia like the awine, with a gem in hie iiDse, wallowing in 
the mire. ' The most beautiful ornament of a woman is virtue.' Ta- 
niul proverb." — Roberts. 

28. — desire of tlie rir/hteous, &e.; i.e., the desires and expectaHons 
of the righteous shall not be disappointed, but shall torminale in good; 
while the expectation oftlie wioked shall end in tlieic puuiahment or 
ruin. jComp. Jobxi. 20.) 

26. — keepeth back ; i.e., in order to obtain an exorbitant price f«r 
it in a time of scarcity. — seHetk it; i.e., at a reasonable ptiue, 
without taking advanta^je of the necessities of the people. 

27. — seeketh favor; i.e., by seeking to do good, he eliall obtidn 
&Tor. — sedceOi mischief; i.e., to do misuhief. 

28. — shall foR; as a withered leaf. — as o leaf; i.e., a verdant 
lea^ receiving its proper nourislunent from the tree. 

29. — fuaxissetli his ImnsehoU, &c. ] i.e., by exacting of them eieess- 
ive labor, refusing them proper food, and tjeating them witli unkind- 
ness and severity, tlius alienating their atSjctions, and rendering them 
careless of his interest. — iakent wind; i.e., find nothing but disap- 
■pointment and vanity. 

30. Tliefrait, &e. ; i.e., that wliich a righteous man says and does, 
or tlie influence which goes from him, becomes a principle of moral 
life and happiness to others. — imnnBli soah; i.e., the wise man cap- 
tivates others by Ills wisdom, and leads tliem to imitate him. 

81. Behold, the righteoas, &c, ; i.e., they are punished for those occa- 
sional ounces wliich through infirmity they commit: much more 
shall Oie habitually wicked be punished for the shis which they com- 
mit, not through infirmity, but witli a high hand. 

CuAP. xir. 

1. — tovf-tli airreciioit ; he who ia not only willing to receive instruc- 
tion, but even admonition and rebuke, shows that he is a true lover 
of knowledge, by accepting the terms, liowever unwelcome, by which 
alone it can be obtained. 

5. — root of the rlyhteous, &c. ; i.e., " Bat the righteous, like a tree 
that hatli taken a deep root in the earth, though shaken hy storms and 
tempests, shall remain unmovahle, in a flourishing state." — Patrick. 

i. — vii-luoas loonwm, &c. See chap. xxxi. 10-81. "A wiffe IJiat 
strenuously employs herself in her domestic aflkirs, and can prudently 
command her own passions and desires, is a singular ornament and 
honor to her husband, who may well glory in his happiness; but she, 
whose laziness or lasciviousneas or other in&mous quality makes liim 
hang down liis head fbr shame, is aji incurable grief and vexation, 
consuming him aud ail that he bath." — Patrick. 

6. TliB loortfe of the wicked, &a. This sentiment may have particu- 
lar reference here to high dignitaries, attendants at the courts of 
princes, &c 

7. — Souse of the righteous, &c. ; i.e., his Eimily sliall be established 
Sn durable succession. 

9. -^ demeanetk himself, &c. ; i.e., he is liir happier who makes no 
show in the world, but Ikis a competent estale, so as to be able to 
maintain a sefvant, than he who appears in gceat splendor and pomp 
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PROVERBa. 



tohimsdf. 

10. — &e life of Ms least; implying that he attends to hia food, rest, 
&c.; niuch more to the welfitre of his servanta, dependauts, &e. — ten- 
deriaerdes; literal!;, tie 6aure£s ol' the wicked ; i.e., whiuh in utliers aie 
the seat of pity, in liim are linrdeiied. and shut up, and onl; stir liiin 
up to cruelly. . Ineteail of that mercy which ia catural to other men, 
he has nothing but cruelly. {Comp. 2 Cor. vi. 12.) 

11. — tiUeth, &c. ; an esample of any honest employment, ^fd- 
louKtk, &c. ; i.e., but he iJiat is idle, &llmg into the company of 1oo!>e 
and wic][ed persons, nil! find, at last, that he wants not ODly bread, 
but uaderstanding, 

12. — preg ofeBil-doen; literally, nst/ i.e., what is caught in a net, 
prey ; here, suim prey, or unlawful gain, as ia obtained by evil-doers 

— ^iMetkJrail; both for his Own use, and tliat of otliers 

13. In the iraBsgreaioit of the lijia is a danga ous a lare i e he who 
seeks to iiyare another by fake and malioioua speeches wiil be sure to 
bring himself into dlfflcnlty and trouble by sucb a com'se , white the 
man of truth and sincerity escapes such evils. 

14. B« the Jmit, &C.; i.e., he that employe his mouth with recti 
tude andMnevolence shail bo satisfied with tlie trait or Inppj tonse 
quences of such a coarse ; and, fbr whatever good a man elfects with 
his hands, he shall reteive an ample reward. 

15. — own ei/Qs; i.e., a. fool ia so conceited tliat he ccnsutte no- 
body but himself; for, whatever he does, in hie own opinion he is 
always in the right : but a wise man will not reiy upon his own judg 
ment alone, but, suspecung hlmselii wiil make use oi tlie sound adviee 
of other men. 

16. — itisiantls knmoa ; i.e., he cannot defer showing his resent, 
nients ; like a brute, he immediately maniteets it by his looks, words, 
and actions. — hidetkimult; i.e., overlooks it, bears it with patience, 
as heneath his resentment ; or, as some suppose, seems to take no no- 
tice of it at the time, because he designs i^ei'wards to revenge it. 

17. -He fifert epeoMh Vie truth, &c. ; i.e., fie who is accustomed to 
speak truth in common conversation may be depended upon as a wit- 

18. — baliUftk, &c. This remark seems to refer to that sort of 
persons who deeply wound the feelings of others by thoughtless, 
unguarded remai'ks, without respect to persons, times, and places. 

— is AeuM ; i.e., tends to promote mental peace and liappineas. 

19. Tbe lip of tnilh, &o. Tliis verse probably denotes, not merely 
that itilsehcod is speedily detected, whilst the truth is established, bat 
rather that the spaker of truth shall be eatabliB^ed m peace and 
happiness, while the liar shall be brought to ruin, {bx chajj. x. 31. J 

20. D^eit, &c. It has been inferred from the antithetic line in 
(his verse, that by deceit is intended self-deception or disappointment. 
But, as the term is connected with the adjmict in the heart, I think it 
better to understand it in the most obvious sense, of deceit pracOsed 
towards others, which will not terminate in the joy which is prom- 
ised, in the next line, to those who counsel peace, but rather in vexa 
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23. — (OTicoi/aft his knowledge ; i.e., ie , ^ , 

it only at » proper season, ia modest ; but a fool publishes liis igno- 
rance, ftB if lie lyere ambitioua that every oue ehoald know how great 

26. — sh/ne^ hU neioMor Hie ivag. TJiis reading was adopted by 
Geier, John Taylor in liis Concordance, and some other of the older 
critics. Thoush not so strongly supported by usage aa is desirable, it 
has sa good a daim on tliis ground ks the common version, and ii£R)rds 
a better sense. It is adopted by Geseniua, De Wette, Ewald, Sai-st 
in his Concordance, aiid IJerlheau. 

27. — viilt itol roKt his game. Tliis is probably a proverbial expres- 
sion, meaning that the slothful man will not enjoy the fruit of tlje 
iflbors which he does pertbnn : less probably, that he will not cateh 
his game, and so have none to roaat. 

28. — ■ life ; — dealh. It is evident that these terms are used meta- 
pliorically to denote true kappineae, and ruin or misery. 

Chap. XIII. 

2. — fruit of a man's mnath, &a. He that makes a good use of his 
mouth in speaking of others, giving good advice, or making wise obser- 
vations, will reap the benefit of it himnelf — appetite, Soa. ; i.e., the 
wiijced sliall eutfer the violence which they meditated against others. 

3. — openelh wide! is-, spealcB rashly and iiiconsideratBly ; lets out 
every thing which comes into hie head. 

5. — caaseih disgiitce ami shame; i.e., by uttering falsehoods, he 
olt^ bringa undeserved reproach and ehiune on others. 

7. — hoih tiotliing, SiO. "Tou will bedeceived, if you jndge of men 
by the outward appearance ; for there are those who have uie vanity 
to make a great show in the world, when they are not worth a 
fiirtliing; and oUiera who are ao cunning as to dissemble their vsat 
estates mider tlie garh of poverty." — Patrick. Under the despotic 
governments of the East, where properly ia insecure, there exist many 
motives for the concealment of it. IComp, chap. xH. 9.) 

8. — tJie THJisoni of his life. This line may he understood in diffir- 
ent senses, as denoting either the inconvenience or the vaiue of 
wealth. Accoi-ding to the first, the meaning will be, that wealth has 
not so great an advantage over poverty as is sometimes thought, 
since it sometimes exposes its possessor, by means of Alse accusers 
or thieves or tyrants, to the peril of his life, which he is obliged to 
redeem by the sacrifice of his riches, while no one thinks it worth 
while to bring accosations against the poor. Or the line may point 
out the value of wealth ; namely, that it enables its possessor to pre- 
serve hislith when in imminent danger. The parallelism seems to 
iUvor the first meaning. 

9. — shall rejoice! ie., shine with a bright, cheerful hght, hke that 
of the sun, as described in Ps. xix. 5; i.e., their prosperi^ shall be 
great and lasdng. 

10. ^ pride, &c "They that have a high conceit of themselves, 
and will yield to none, declare their folly, in that they can do notliing 
without slritte and contention." — Patrick. 

11. Wealth gotten hy vmiitij, &e. ; i.e., williout effort, by luck, irreg- 
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nlittlj, — goiheTeih into the hand; i.e., ty regular lalior gels it, aa il 
were, by the liandful. 

1± —tree of life. See chap. iii. 18, and the note. 

13. — the iBOiii; 1,0,, of Grod. But it is uncertain whether it refers 
to the written word, or to the admonition of the prophets of God. 
— beremarded. Otherwise, 6s in ;ieoc«. 

16. A good vnderslonding ; i.e., manifesting itself in inofffenaive 
words and virtuous attious. — is hard; i.e., instead of winning litvor, 
it proTOlces the enmity and opposition of men, and Ihas leads to vexa 

16. — aclelh witA hnoaledge; i.e., with due deliberation, undertaking 
only what lie understands, — ipreadelh abroad his folbj ; i.e., by rashly 
aad inconsiderately undertaking tlimgs Iwyond his atrengtli, which of 
course do not succeed. Hia folly is thus made known to all. 

17. — into troM- ■ i e receives punishment for his perfidy or 
negligence — is lieaiih i.e., by accomplishing the oltjects of his 
mission pro:.ures safety and beneSt both for liimaelf and for him that 
sent him 

19. — on D&wBiiioftoi &c. ; i.e., this is the case, althoagh the sure 
consequence of contmu ng in their wicked course is disappointment 
and Mlure 

22. — Jbrthejast le w the course of Providence is transferred 
from the families of the wicked to those of the good 

23. — fatlow-ffrouad of the poor, A poor man often grows rich by 
hard labor on new or fellow ground, which ie[[viireB extraordinary 
tiUi^^e ; and there are those wlio, despising labor, lose large estates 
by dbdionest attempts to increase them. 

Chap. XIV, 

1. — MTise woman, &c. "By a prudent wife, one pious, indus- 
trious, and considerate, the affairs of the family are made to prosper, 
debts are paid, portions raised, llie children are well educated and 
maintained, and the fiunily has comfort within doora and credit 
without. Thus is the house built. She looks upon it as her own 
to take care of, though she knows it is her husband's to hear rule in 
(Esth. i. 22); while a foulish woman, tlie reverse of lier that has 
been described, will as certainly be the ruin of her house as if she 
plucked it down with her own hands." — Henry. 

2. — in uprightiisas, &c, " By tiiis we may know a man that has 
grace and the fear of Qod reigning in him ; he tnalix in his nprlglitneas, 
he makes conscience of his actions, ie feitiiful bath to God and man, 
and every stop he makes, ai well as every step be takea, ia by rule ; 
here Is one tliat honors God. But, on tlie contrary, hg lluit is peroerse 
m his taap. that wilfully fi)]lows his own appetites and paasiona, that ia 
nnjuat and dishonest, and contradicts his profession in his conversa- 
tion, however he may pretend to devotion, he .is a wicked man, and 
will be reckoned with as a deapiaer of God himself." — Bfenry. 

8. — -a sBourge of hia pride. " A fool is BO insolent, tiiat he boldly 
calumniates and wounds the reputation of others, though it come 
homo at last with a terrible back-blow upon himself; but wise mea 
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sire careful of fheir words, not to oQend, much less abuse, the meanest 
person; and thereby they remain in safety." — Patrick. 

4. — na oxen; i.e., euipioyed in agriculture by the husbandman. 
— the crib is dean. Tliis is ft satirical way of easing that the bam is 
destitute of fodder ; tliere is a scarcity of provision. So cleanness of 
teeth denotes a scarta^, in Amos iv. 6. " This shows the Ibtly of tliose 
mho addict themseLveB to the pleasnres of tlie country, bat do not 
mind the business of it ; who, as we say, keep more horses than kine, 
more dogs than swine ; their families must needs sufier by it." 

5. Afaiihfid witness, &c. "A person of integrity will not be pre- 
viuled withal, eitlier for fear or feror, to justify the least untruth; but 
a man of no conscience, who hath accustomed himself to lying, cares 
not how many iiUsehoods he testifies, which he ntters without any 
difficulty ." — l^triek . 

a, —scqfer —man of taiderHanding. By scoffer seems to be de- 
noted a irivolous, soperdoial, irreverent inquirer, one inclined to tuni 
serious things into ridicule ; and by iiian of mideretandiiiti, a man who 
has correct feelings as well as a sound mind. In order to arrive at 
truth, we must seek it with right viesvs, dispositions, and feelings. 

1. Bertheau supposes the meaning to be somewhat sarcastic. 
When thou hast gone to a foolish man to leain any thing, thou hast 
gone to the wrong door. There is no knowledge tliere to be had. 

8. — hh vjay, Bba. " The ^eatesC cunning and subtlety that a 
truly wise lUlil good man studies is to understand what he ought to 
do and what to avoid, upon all occasions ; but all the skill of wicked 
men, such is their folly, lies in cheating tricks, and in devising arts 
of circumvention and deceit." — Patrick. Possibly the meaning may 
be, that tlie foolish man allows himsdf to be deceived. 

9. — make a mock, &0. Bad men make no account of injuring 
their neighbors, and therefore incur general hatred; while upright 
men, by being careful not to do wrong to any one, obtain general 
favor. This proverb, like many others, is somewliat enigmalica); 
the evil consequence of the course of conduct mentioned in the first 
line being implied in what is said of aa opposite course of conduct in 
the pflraUel line. 

10. The heart, &c. Every one has griefs and joys, the causes of 
which he cannot make known so as to secure the complete sympathy 

Men should be slow, therefore, in passiug censure upon 



seem innocent, whidi, ii 
Patrick. 

13. Even in laugMer, &a. This proverb may denote that men some- 
times put on the appearance of joy, while their liearis are full of pain, 
which sUll. recurs after all the efforts to disguise it. Or, the meaning 
may be, that immoderate joy leaves the heart sad, and that sorrow 
treads so close upon the heels of joy, that it may he said to follow it 
immediately. 

14. — mith hia own vm^s ; i.e., with the fruit, or evil consequences, 
of his course of life. — Jmia himself; i.e., from his works ; from hia 
temper of mind, course of life, and tlie natural consequences of it. 
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15. — to kia slcjys; i.e., proceeds caaUously, esajnining before ha 
trusts, and considering well before he does as he is advised. 

16. — feareth; i.e., the oonsequencea of transgression, especially 
when lie is reminded of them by a friend. — is haughii/; when, he is 
wanted, &c. 

18. — inherU JiMy ; i.e., they retain it as their inheritance or pov- 
tlon ; tliat in which the? delight, 

19. — Sow before (fe good ; i.e., howCTer prosperoBe and insolent for 
a Orae, they ate often rednced to the necessity of seeking the tiivur of 
the good in a hanible mnniter. — at the yates; i.e., as siqipliants. 

2i — fail of their endf literally, 30 osiray, ioonrfer. 

23. — labor, Sou. Working without talking will make men rich ; 
but talking withant working will make men poor. 

24. — isfoUg; i,e,, their high honor or station is only a source of 
fblly, or the means of making it more conspicuous. 

25. — lives; I.e., which are endangered by fiilse a(H;usation. 
— lies; altliough they thereby endiuiger the livea of the innocent. 

26. — coiyMmee,- ground of confidence, security; parallel with 
refuge. — hia children ; i.e., tlie children of him who fears God, the 
miteoedent to kis being implied in the espression, tJiefear of JeAooah. 
(Comp. chap, six, 28.J 

28. — (irijiiejoiis peo/ile, &0. ; the true glory of a king consiete not in 
his personal splendor, his palaces, treasui'es, pomp, &c., but in a, 
nimieroiis people, which he cannot have without good government. 

30, A gaiet heart, &c, " There is nothing condncea more lo he^Uth 
and happiness thaa a ([uiet, i^entle, and cantente<l mind ; bat envy, 
and such liice £^1ftil passions, is aa miserable a torment and consummg 
disease ss rotteoDees in tlie bonea." 

81. — re/Bveicheth Ms Maker ; beoaose he is alike the Creator of the 
rich and the poor. (Comp. Job xxxt, 16 ; Prov. xxii. 2.) 

82. — IS llinist dov/a ; i.e., is ruined, perishes. Or the phrase may 
figuratively denote the state of the sinner's mind, when he tidls into 
trouble; that he is utterly cast down, or reduced to despair: while 
the righteous, in tlie deepest trouble, eren in death, has hope in God. 

33, — itmilbemadelaw>u>n; i.e., whatlittle may be there, asitwere 
by mere accident. " He tiiat is truly wise hides his treasHre, so as 
not to boast of it, though he does not hide his talent, so as not to 
trade with it. If fools have a little smattering of knowledge, tliey 
take all occasions, though very foreign, to bring it in by hitsA and 
shoulders." — Henry. Jarehi quotes from the, Talmud the proverb, 
" A small piece of money thrown into an empty pitcher makes a loud 
sound i while one that is fliU of money makes no sound." 

34, — is iin ; i,e,, eaused by ain. 

36, — caaseOi sliaiiie; i.e., who by ill management brings reproach 
upon his prince. 

Chap. XV. 

2, — hiomUdffe pleasing ; by taking due care when and what, and 
bi whom and how, he speaks. — poarelh forth ; i.e., inconsiderately 
and at random uttei-s thoughts whicli amount only to folly. 

4, — tne of life. See the note on chap. iii. 18, — wound in !S« 
spirit; i.e., bi-eak's tlie lieiu't, as we say. 
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— macli wealtk. " A truly juat and merraful man ie verj ricb, 
TTbether lie has litOe w much, because he is well contenteci, and what 
he has ia likely to continue in liia Ikmily ; but theie is much diiiquiet 
and trouble in the gi-eafest revemies of tlie wiclted, wliich can neither 
slay long with liim, nor give him sadB&Ktiim while he eiijoys them." 

7. — is witso<Md or stable; i.e., has not stability or strength enough 
to he relied on for good counsel. 

8. The sacrifice of the wichd. " Even wicted men bring God sacil- 
flces to stop the mouth of conscience, bhA to keep up their reputation 
in the world, «s male&ctors come to a sanctunry, not heoause it is a 
holy place, hut because it Bhelters them trom justice ; but their sncri- 
flcOB ace not o^red in ainoerity, nor from a good principle: they 
dissemble with God, and in their conversationa give the lie to their 
devotions; and, for that reason, they are an abomination to him, because 
they are made a cloaJc for sin " But God has such a love for 
upright, good people, that, though they are not at the expense of a 
sacrifice, their prayer is a delight to him The verse is a eaution 
against reslang in mere ceremonial worship without moral virtue. 
(Comp. Pa. 1.) 

10. — /orsakeih the viay i e the waj of rectitude the way pre- 
BCribed by God. 

12. — to the wise ; lest he should receive lebuke 

18. — spiiit is broken ; whi h w II be niamfe-'ted in a wo-begone 
countenance, as is implied by the parallel hue. 

14. — fiedeik uponjbl^ ; vain and foolish tliinga are meat and drink 

15. — afflicted; i.e., in spirit. A melancholy spirit renders the 
brightest day dark. The mind givea to outward objects their color 
and complexion. 

19. — t!ie stolMit, &c. "A slothful man, when he has anything 
to do, feigns to himself most grievous difficulties, which he fluicieg 
or pt-eteuda are impossible to he overcome ; but those very things 
seem easy to the industry of honest-hearted men, who go on smoothly 
in their business, and conquer all impediments." — Patrick. 

20. — despis^ his molAer ; and Uius makes licr sad, as is implied 
by its connection with the preceding line. 

21. Folly is jog, &c.; i.e., it ia his delight to do foolish and wicked 
actions. — watjieth vpriglult/ ; and finds his joy in it, as is implied by 
the parallelism. 

^. — iy the aimwer of his mouth ; i.e., by giving good advice, when 

24. — is apBxtrd, &o. The wise pursue a path insuring to them- 
selves a continuance of liife and happiness, wMch, being directly 
opposed to the path leading down to the grave, is said to be an upward 

26. — the pro'id. Those who imagine themselves independent of 
Providence are contrasted with those who have no support bat Provi- 
deoee. 

26, — pleasant words ; which aim at flie benefit, not the injury, of 
others. — areptae; and therefore acceptable to Jehovah. 

27. " He that is so greedy of money that be cares not how he gets 
it, instead of raising Ilia family, confounds it; but he that hates bribes 
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and all iinlawfiil ways of gsdn. sliall prosper and eontioue it." — 
Patritk. 

28. — poiuetk Old; abundantly, haalily, and withoiil. consideration 
of consequences. 

2B. — far from the wicked; i.e., SO 38 not to listen to their cry, nor 
to al&rd tliem aid, when they call upon Mm. 

30, — l/glit of IM fi/ea, &u. Tliis may mean bright, smiling eyes, 
equivalent to tfie llyitt of the coimtenaiice (xvi. 15; Job xxix. 2i; Ps. 
iv. 6). Some suppose it to mean tlie sunlight, according to Ecci. xi. 7 ; 
otiiers, that it denotes what is seen by the eyes, such as a beautiful 
garden, a flowing stream, &c. I hesitate between the first and tlie 
Slird meaiung. 

31. — reproof of life ; i.e., reproof which leads to a happy life, salu- 
tary reproof. 

38. — gmdelli to wisdom. Comp. cliap. i. 7; is. 10. 



Chap. SVI. 

I. — pi-eparaiimi of lite hearl, &c. ; i.e., when man has thought what 
to litter and in what order, still, alter all, it depends upon God 
nhat language shall come from his tongue. Man proposes, God dia* 
poses. Or, Bte answer o/ the tongue may denote tlie answer of God to 
the voice of prayer. 

3. Commit ill;/ doings, &e. ; consider the event of every thing which 
jou undertake as depending upon God's providence. 

i. — for I'to end; i.e., otgect, or puipjse. Otherwise, for his pur- 
pose ; the pronominal suffix being applicahle to the Lord, or to eoerf/ 
thing. Accordir^ to the rendering in the text, the meaning will be 
Bubstantiallj' the same as that assigned to the verse by Grottos: 
" God has ordained every thing to that which answera or is suited to 
it ; and the wicked he has ordained for the day of evil, i.e., of punish- 
ment. There is not only a wise arrangement or correspondence in 
good things, but also in evil things; for me evil of pimislmient follows 
the evil of guilt : the evil day is appointed for the evil-doer." Some 
understand the last line as denodng that wicked men are appointed to 
punish others, as in Isa. x. 5, 6. The idea which some liave drawn 
from tlie pass^e, tliat God makes men wicked on purpose to punish 
tliem, is too metaphysical for tlie writer, and too gross for any writer. 
God made man upright : he makes himself wicked, and is justly 
appointed to punishment for his wickedness. 

5. Fivm generation to gmerattan. See Gesenius ad verb. Ti. 

S. — kindness and truth ! i.e., exercised by men (comp. chap. iii. 3; 
XX. 28), and here used in opposition to sacrifices and ceremonies, by 
which the eornipt Jews supposed tliey might secure the fevor of 
God. 

9. — deeiieth his toai/; i.e., if « man lay his plans with never so 
much care, he cannot insure success to them. Tliia is at tlie disposal 
of God. (Comp. ver. 1, and Jer. x. 23.) 

10, A diBine sentence. The writer's aim seems to be to procure 
a religious respect for the sentence of the king, as being the minister 
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of God, and as placed above ordina'iy moUves to give a wrong judg- 

11. — Jiie Mwt; made by his direction and appointment, eo tliat 
no man can corrupt or alter them without violating hie authority and 
incuiling bis displeasure. (See tlie note on chap. xx. 10.) 

12. — toldtigii; i.e., lo those worthy of the name. 

14 — messenoers of death. The expveEsiou may be derived from 
the Cviatom of Orietital despotism. " When tlie enemies of a gi'eat 
man in Turkey have gwned influence enough over the prince to pro- 
cure a warrant tbr hie death, a capidgy, or executioner, is sent to him, 
and shows him the order he has to carry back. his head; the otlief 
kisses it, and freely gives it np." — Thevenot. (Comp. 1 Kings ii. 25; 
Matt.xiv. 10.) 

15. — lij/ht of the king's countenance f i.e., his smiling, fovorable 
countenance refreslies and invigorates. . — latter rain; which falls in 
the spring, not long before the time of harvest, in Palestine, and 
refreshes the parched flelds, and brings to maturity tlie harvest. 

17. /( is the hifihway, &e. ; i.e., in depiHting from evil, they And a 
smooth and pleasant path. 

20. —giveiA heed; so J^Sto is used in xxi. 12; Ps. sU. 2. 
This rendering is preferred by Mereier and several of the older critics 
in Poole's Synopsis. Otherwise, he who is pradent in a mailer, &c. 

— to the word; tlie commanas of God. (Comp. cliap. siii. 13; Pa. 
exix. 105J This rendering is made probable by the parallelism. 

21. "He whoso mind is well furnished with wisdom cannot but 
win a great reputation, and be highly esteemed for his prudent coun- 
sels and resolutions ; but, if he have the powerful charms of eloquence 
also, to convey his mind delightfully unto others, it will add a greater 
value to his wisdom, and make it more diffusive and instruclive miio 

■the world." — Patrick. 

22. — their JHly ; which brings its punishment with it, or close be- 
hind it. The painful consequences of their tolly is the only way lo cor- 
rect them. Otherwise, the iaatraction offooU is folly ; i.e., when they 
undertake to give instrucUon, they only teach lolly. Chastisement 
Is the primary, and instruction the secondary, meaning of "lOltt- 
(Comp. xxiii. 13.) 

23. The heart; considered aS the seat of the underslanding, as it 
was regarded by the Hebrews. 

24. Pleas/mt vxmis, &c. Agreeable discourse is both delightful and 
ealnCary. 

26. — his mouth; i.e., the craving of his appetite. (Comp. Eccl. 
vi. 7.) 

27. — diggelh misehief; a metaphoi; derived from the practice of dig- 
^ng pits to enBap wild animals. — a bamiiig Jhe ; which consumes 
the reputation of his neighbor. (Comp. James iii. C.) 

80. — shiitleth his eyes, &o. ; i.e., in order to think more intently and 
closely. CompresBioa of tlie lips indicates fimmess ol' purpose. 

— hoih aecompSshed, &o. ; i.e., he has as good as accomplished it, 
because it is certain that he will execute his purpose. The desisn of 
the proverb is to intiiiiale, that such a shutter of the eyes a'ld com- 
presBur of the lips is to be suspected and guarded against. 
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82 — the miqhly ; warrior, or hero. 

Ai.'Theht, &o. "Acknowledge tie Divine providence in all Ihing^, 
even in those wliich seem most oasua] ; for though men cast the lots 
into the lap of a garment or into a hollow vessel, and thence draw 
them out again, yet it ia tlie Lord who directs entirely in what order 
they shall come forth, and ao deterwinea the matter in doubt according 
to his pleasure." — Patrick. 

Chap. XVn. 

1. — flesli-hanq\ieU; literally, alanghteiingi. 

2. — nMk ovei; &o. ; i.e., ja sometimes appointed by the thther as 
the guardian of unworthy children, or placed at the head of the con- 
cerns of the household. 

6. — iMpoor. See the note on chap. sir. 31. 

7. Extdknt speech, &e. Perhaps, lordly, or imperious. — the base; 
^3. This meajiuig seems more appropriate than foot. The same 
word IB translated vile nereon in the common version in Isa. xxxii. 5. 

— tJie nolde ; i.e., in birth, manners, character. So in ver. 26, 

8. — precious stone, &c.; i.e., "A gift is so tempting, that it can no 
more be reflieed th^i a lovely jewel by him to wliom it is presented ; 
and, such is its power, it commonly prevails over all men, despatches 
all business, carries ali causes, and, in a word, efiects whatsoever a 
man desires." — Patrick. 

9. — coeereth on offimce, &a. ; i.e., he that takes little notice of an 
offence agMnst himself, or soon forgets it, seeks and courts the love of 
the offender. But he who continoally recurs to an offence committed 
by a iKend against himself alienates him. 

11. — crvel messenger: See tlie note on xvl. 14. 

12. — ajbol in hia f(My ; an unreasonable, bad man, when his un- 
governable passions and appetites are most excited. 

14. The bfffinning, &c. " One hot word, one peevish reiiection, one 
angry demand, one spiteAil contradiction, hegeta another, and that a 
third, and so on, till it proves like the cutting of a dam : when the 
water has got a little passage, it does itself widen the breach, bears 
down all b^ore it, and there is then no stepping it, no reducing it" 

— Henry, — n^ietk omnard ; i.e., like water from a breach in a dam. 
(See Ftirst's Lexicon on S^S-) 

Ifi. — SBcs'nj that tense, &c. The idea is, that wealth cannot obtain 
wisdom, when natural ability is wanting. 

17. — bom a brother; i.e., becomes a brother; a true friend will 
in adversity shotr himself to he as valuable and dear as a brother. 
(Comp. xviii. 24.) OHierwls^, a broths is born Jbrad-aersitii; i.e., though 
a true inend ahowa Ms love in all circumstances, yet a brother is 
peculiarly to be relied on in adrersiOf, when common friendsliip may 
6iil. 

18. — EtriMi Rands. See the note on chap. vi. 1. 

19. — raiseth high his gate; i.e., ihe gate of his house ; i.e., is proud 
and ostentatious, carries his head too high, as we say. — aeeketh rain; 
because he thns makes himself odious to God and man ; or, because he 
involves himself in ruinous expenses. 
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21. The fid, &c. ; i.e., a eon who becomes impious aniJ wicked. 

28. — oift of the tosoin; i.e., in secret (comp. «lmp. sxi. 14), being 
secretly conveyed ftom tlie Imsom of the giver to liis own. 

24. Wiidom, &c. See cliap. xiv. 6. — ends of the eorti; i.e., wan- 
der fer and wide without disoovering wiBdora. 

26. — to piaiish the righteous ; as waB aod is practised la the refpom 
of Oriental despotism. — fir their egail^ ; it may be, In the adminis- 
tration of justice, or in gnppresaing dtatorbanees. Some recent cdtics 
liave rendered lUJi 5?. bt^oad right. It seems to me very doubtful 
whether visage sanctions this meaning. 

27. — a cool spirit; i.e., not easily excited, not forward and hasty 
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Chap. XVIII. 



1. — He who aeparaieth himsdf; i.e., so as to despise tlie wiivs and 
opinions of others, or who lives a life of aeclnsion. — seeketh his wun 
desire; i.e., indulges his own wayward fancy, and obstinately puvsues 
his own way. — nisheth on ; nothing is too wise and good for him to 
oppose ; whatever any one may urge agitinst his opinions and plans, 
with never so much reason, he opposes il, and obstJnately maintains 
his own prq'udices. 

2. — in rniderstandijig ; I.e., in acquiring sound knowledge. — re- 
veaUi]^, &c.; i.e., in giving utterance to all his thoughts, and thus 
exposing his folly. 

8 — cometft o&o contemjd; i.e., contempt is the companion of the 
wi(i;ed man; he is treated witii contempt. (Comp. cliap. si. 2.) 
Some understand the verse as pointing out the danger of bad com- 
pany, and the repi'Oach which a bad man brings upon those who 
admit him into tiieir society. 

4. — man's moalh ; i.e., a wise man's, as is t« be understood from 
the parallelism. 

5. This proverb is directed against the venality of judges, which is 
common in the despotic countries of the East. 

B. — callelh. fir Moios ; i.e., he invites blows upon himself by Ms 
rash and provoking speeches. 

8. — ^iAe svieet morsels. This meaning, adopted hy Schultens, 
GeseniUB, and De Wette, seems to me rather the most probable. 
Fiirst, in his Lexicon, on Dnb, proposes oniEular, mysterious words, like 
those of a magician. This proverb seems to point out the danger of 
slanderous stories, inasmuch as they are swallowed with avidity, and 
remembered by those to whom Ihey are related. 

9. Idleness is as bad as wnsteftihiess. 

13. — hath heard,_ &c. Comp. Siraoli xi, 8. 

14. — his tufimiig ; a manly spirit will sustain one under bodily 
infirmity ; but when the mind itself has lost its courage, and is cast 
down and oppressed with grief, how hopeless is the ca^el 

-17. — searcheth him through; examines into the truth of his allega- 
tions- One tale Is good till another ia told. 

18. — parteth asunder tlie mighty; i.e., mighty combatants, <tt ''''" 
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gants, BO tliat they shall no more contend, but go each ia hia own 

19. — bars of a casik ; i.e., it is easier to break tlie bai« of a caatie 
than to remove the ohstructlous wliicli lie in tiia way of a. liearty 
recondliafioii. 

20. " The tongue is so liari! to govern, and so much depends upon 
it, that we ought lo take as great cai-e about the woi-ds we Bpeaic as 
we do aboQt the frait of our trees, or the increase of tlie earth, wliich 
we are to eat; for, according aa they are wholesome imd good, or 
unsavory and bad, lo will the pleasure or the pain be wherewith we 
shall be filled."— Patriclc. 

21. — love it; i.e., ipve to talk much. 

22. — a vnfi; i.e., a wife indeed, a good wife. — fioni the Lrn-d. 
It Ja probably implied, that, in consequence of the difficulty of discern- 
ing the trne character, human skill and care are of less avail in the 
acquisition of a good wife than of other blessings. (Comp. xix. 14.J 

24. — wili skojn hiimdf false, or base (see Fiirst's Lexicon, on 
551) ; i.e., he who professes to be the Mend of everybody will be Ihe 
true ftiend of nobody. Ho dependence can be placed upon him when 
tried. Otherwise,-ioi'« come lo ruin; i.e., he wiU be ruined in conse- 
quence of neglect of business, and of his expensive mode of living. 
(Comp, xxi. 17.) 

Chap. XDC. 

1. — offaise lips-; i.e., who has acquired wealtii by falsehood and 
fraud. 

3. — deslm/eth his wag; i.e., brings him to ruin. — against ihe 
Lord; as the cause of the evils which he has bronght upon himself by 
hie own folly, 

4. — !5 s&iaraled. This is the literal rendering. The poor man 
flndfl himself soUtary and alone, because lie is forsaken by iiis neigh- 
hor. 

7. — ruBiielS a/ler Ihdr wards ; he calls to mind the Ibrmer profes- 
sions and promises of his friends, and reminds them of tbeni; but 
finds tiiat worite are wind, that leaves no trace behind. 

8. — loveth hiiaeelf; i.e., is a tmer lover of himself, or promotes his 
true interest more, than he who is hent upon mere outward good. 

10. Laxarg, &e. Comp. chap. xivi. 8; xxx. 22. Tills verse seems 
to denote that a noble mind is required in a noble condition. A fool- 
ish, knavish, ill-behaving person becomes more ridiculous, the more 
apiendii! the s^le of hving which he adopts. — a serixmi, &o.; as 
sometimes happens under the despotisms of the East. 

12. — Toanng of a Una; i.e., inspiring terror. — deui upon the grass; 
i.e., refreshing ani invigoradng. 

18, — a corOinuid dropping; i.e., from the eaves of a house. Her 
contentions are eonlinaally renewing themselves,- there is no cessa- 
tion, (Comp. chap, xirii. 15.) 

14. See the note on chap, sviii, 22. 

15. — deep sleep; makes a man neglect his sfGiirs, as if lie were 
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18. — to s!au him; i.e., use moderate puuisiiment. Punish to cor- 
ect, not to kill. 

19, — agaia ; when you have helped liim out of one danger, it will 
Lot be long before his yiolent temper will involve him in new trouble. 

21. — Seokes. Understand, from the parallel line, "which are 



of kindnesa. — a tiori i.e., one who promises favors which lie does 
not mean to bestow. 

24. — the disk; i.e., Iie'is too lazy to eat. Allusion is made to the 
manner in ivhioli the Orientals help tliemselves to tbeir food. (Comp. 
Matt. xxvi. 23.) 

25. Strike the scoffer, &c. Severe punishment may do no good io a 
derider of religion, but it tends to warn and reclaim the incautious 
persons whom he has irynred. Reproof will be sufficient to correct 
those who are well disposed. 

27. — inatraction. Beware of those who, professing to instrnct or 
reprove you, would draw you away from the plain, establieiied princi- 

™> — i: — ,1 J — n, . I _ !(. jg agreeable and pleasant tn 



king. 
. 6. — like deep waters; I.e., uara to come at. 

6. — faithfai laan; i.e., in connection with the parallel line, one 
who comes up to his professions of kindness ; wlio will ho true to a 
friend in his distress. (Comp.chap. xix. 22.) 

10. Diners weights, &c. ; i.e., one ta show, another to weigh with. 

11. — toill be pare, &c.', i.e., when he becomes a man. "Tlie man 
and child an individual make." 

12. — the lord made them ; and of course can himself see the actions 
of men. (Comp. chap. iv. S ; Ps. xciv. 9.) 

13. Open thine ^es; i.e., awake early. 

16. — gold, &a, ; i.e., the ability to discourse with true wisdom ia 
more valuable than the largest treasure of gold or jewels. 

16. — ffarmeTit, &c. ; i.e., trust no one who is so inconsiderate and 
rash as to make himself responsible for a stranger, but obtain from 

17. — qf/als^ood; i.e. , obtained bydishonestmeans. PiguraHvely, 
bU things obtained by injustice may be here denoted, which, thoi^fh 
they may please a man in the beginning, will bring pain and soitow 
in t^e end. 

20. — Sis knap, &c. See the note on Job sviii. ; sxix. 3. 

24. — his way ; to what the nay which be takes will lead. A 
man's enterprises succeed not as he desires and designs, but as God 
disposes and direcls. (Comp. chap. svi. 0; Jer. x 23.) 
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Q6. — the Tiiheel, &0. See Amoa i. 3, and the note. 

27. — lampoft/ie Lord; i.e., lighted up by Mm, wliicli takes full 
cognizance of tlie most secret tbouglita. 

30, — remedy for the had man; i.e., eflectuai means to reclaim liim, 
— reaeh to the inner chambers; i.e., not mere superficial touehea. 

Chap. XXI. 

I. As slrfonis of water; wliich hiisbandmen or gardeners conduct 
OTer their fields or garflena. — heart of the king ; not only the hearts 
of other men, but even, the hearts of kings, who are more absolute and 
nnoontrollable than other men. The application of this proverb eeema 
to be uncertain. It may be designed ro show tliat the power of kings 
to do evil is limited ; that the people cannot be oppressed by them 
more lian Ood sees fit ; or to show tiiat a relipous reverence is due to 
the determinations of kings. Harmer and aome others suppose the 
veree to relate particularly to the bounty of a king. " Which way 
soever tlie heart of a king tumeth, it conveys riches, just aa a water- 
ing canal dolh plenty ; and let it be remembered that the Lord turns it 
whitlieraoever lie will, and makes whom he pleases the fevorite of 
princes," 

4. — laaip. This appears lo be a metaphor, denoting the splendor 
and prosperity on account of which tlie wicked man has lofty looks 
and a proud heart, {See the note on Job ssbt. B.) —rain; other- 
wise, stn; which implies guilt and ruiu, so that the bad man will not 
long enjoy his splendor. J!See xx. 20.) 

5. — the la^ve, Ssu, " He that to prudent coimBela and eontiivanceB 
adds an honest diligence ia likely to grow rich ; but he that acts incon- 
siderately in his business, or greedily catches at every advantage, 
whether by right or wrong, or undertakes more than lie can manage, 
out of an eager deaire to grow rich presenliy, ia most likely to be 
a beggar." — Patrick. 

6. — Jleelim breath; ivhich is breathed forth from the lipa, and 
immediately disappears. (Comp. chap. xiii. 11.) — seeJ: deA; i.e., 
seek that which will prove their destruction. (See chi^. Tiii. 86.) 

7. — matA them iBBaa; i.e., ah^ prove tlieir own nun. (Comp. 
Ps. vii. 16.) 

8. — guilty maa. See Gesenius on ^n. — is croolcfd; i.e., he uses 
immoral means for the attainment of hia end. 

9. — alargehonse; ]itevid[y, a house of fellowship ; i.e., large enough 
tc contain more fiimilies than one. Or the meaning may be, a comiiion 
house; i.e., one occupied by more than one family. 

10. The design of this proverb aeema to be to ^ve a caution against 
having any close connection with a wicked man, since be will spare 
neither IWend nor foe who stands in the way of his designs. 

II. See the note on chap. six. 26. 

12. Ite atslelh, &c. By the pronoun He we may, with flie common 
version, understand God. I should think it contrary to usage (useis 
loqaetidi] to make pi'lZ meantherighteoua One; i.e., God. Itaeems, 
indeed, to belong to the Deity rather than to a man " to oast the wick- 
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eil h^adloii^ mto rain," But the righteoita many being regarded as M 
judj^e or umgiatrate, may possibly be siud to do it. 

IB. — ihe dead; more literally, shades, or g/iosis, "By t1ie tetra 
f KSI, whicb. denotea laagtiid^fe^e, tbe ancient Hebrews reier to the 
sliadts, manes, or ghods of the dead, whom they supposed to be deatitntu 
of blood and anioinl life, and therefore weak and languid, like a aick 
person (laa. xiv. 10); but yet not whoDy without some fiicultiea of 
mind, as, for example, memory. Isa. xiv. 9 ; Ve. Ixxxviii. 11 \ Prov. 
u. 18, Jx. 18; laa. xxvi. 14, 18." — Geseniua. 

18. — ransom.. Comp. Chap. xi. 8; Isa. sliii. 3, 4. 

20. — siiK^ott>eih tliem ap ,- i.e., wastes by extravagance and diseipa- 
pation what lie ought to reserve for a future day. 

22. Comp. Eccd. vii. 19; is. 18. 
. 24. — scoffer IS his name; i.e., be is deserving of the severest con- 
demnadon, and exposes himself to puniehment Amui God. 

25. — destroy hiia; I.e., bis indolent wiahes, which lead to no eicer- 
tioD, prey upon liis health ; or, his wishes £>r ease make Mm neglect 
tlie means of support, and thus cause his death. 

26. The coBetoas man ; literally, coBrfousness., 

27. — on aSomiiwiion. See the note on chap. xt. 8. — wftA an 
evil design ; I.e., when he is meditating some particular evil design, aud 
wishes tahide it 

28. — that hearkendli ; i.e., to wholesome admonidon ; or, posalbly, 
that teslifles to nothing wliieh he haa not heard or aeen, — shaU 
speak /or eoer; i.e., when liars are cut off, he shall live, and be allowed 
to deliver his testimony as long as he lives. 

29. — AardenelA his /ace ; " Here is, 1. The presumption and impu- 
dence of a wicked man. He hardeas his face; brazens it, that he may 
not blush; steels it, that he may not tremble when he commits the 
greatest Crimea : he wiQ have his way, and nothing aliall hinder him. 
(Isa. Ivii. 17.) 2. The caution and circumspection of a good man: 
he does not ask, 'What -wmdd I do? what haw I a mind lol and 
that I will have ; ' but,'What shouldldol Wliat does God require 
of me? What is datyl What is prudence? What is for edifica- 
tiou ? ' And so he does not force his way, but directs it by a safe and 
certain rule." — Henry. 

Chap. XSII. 

1. — goad-ioill; an interest in the affections and esteem of all about 
us. {Comp,Lukeii.52; Pbil.iv.8.) . 

2. — meet togellier; i.e., the world does not e&nsist of all rich, or all 
poor; hut they are niiugled together as the'membei's of tlje same civil 
community. — 3ie Maker of iliem all; and therefore they are under 
obligaUon to exerdse respect and good-will toward each otlier. (Comp. 
ciiap. xiv. 81; Job xsii. 15; Mai. ii, 10.) 

I 6. — fa^from them; i.e., from the society of tbe deceitiiil. , 

6. — m accBrdance inilh his way; i.e., the calling, trade, or buainoas 
for whioh he has a turn or bent ; possibly to wiueh he is destined by his 
parents. This is the literal meanii^ of the Hebrew ^^yi "'S'i?- 
One is loth to part with the Eimiliar paraphrase of 
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sion. But the difficulty ia, that, thougt the Scripturea very often 
speat of tlie zeay of a pei-son, the phrase never denotes the way in 
which he otighl to go, bs a matter of moral and religious obligation, but 

only that in which he goes, or chooses and delighia to go. 

7. The rich, &e. The point of this ptorerh, piobably, is the anex- 
preesed ixmsequenee whidi is to be drawn from it ; namely, that a 
Tnit.n should by industry and frugality acquire property, and thus pos- 
sess the glorious privilege of lieing independent 

8. — !s prepared; i.e., made ready for hira. For this meaning of 
the Hebrew term, comp. 1 Sam. xx, 7, 9 ; sxv. 17. 

11. — loBsth piUTij, &o. He tliat has a sincere and upright heart 
will utter, not fla,tlery, but Ms honest conTiolions; so Hiathis discourse 
nil! be agreeable, and giun the fovor of a good king. 

12. — watch over foioiu&rfje; i.e., men of knowledge, in opposition to 
felse pretenders. The providence of God watches over such men, 
and prospers the advice they give ; whilst the words or vain and 
deceitilil counsels of the dishonest will come to nothing. 

14. Tbe nioalh; by wliich they allure, and persuade the thought- 

16, — ffineth to the rich; either as a bribe or in expectation of re- 
ceiving some return. Same other versicms of the pracediiig verse 
have been given, thus ; — 



i.e., the oppressor of the poor sometimes gathers property, which he 
loses, and which goes to (he benefit of the poor. And so what ia 
given to the rich is often lost by iiuustice or dissipation, leaving him 
pora^r than beibre, (So Umbreit j Otherwise thus ; He who oppress- 
elk the poor to increaie his riches, giceth to the rieh„otihi to his oivn want. 
By givmg to the rich, in this last rendering, ia meant giving to himself 
whoia rich. (SoBerthean.) 

17. The passage from ver. 17 to 21, instead of consisting of prov- 
erbs, is an exhortation to the study of wisdom, and is to be regarded 
either as an epilogue to the division trom chap. x. to this place, or as 
an introduction to the collection from ver. 22 to chap. xxlv. 22. The 

Eraverbs from chap. xxti. 2:2 to ch^. xxiv. 22 difi^r fmta the preced- 
Lg in being more in the way of exhortation or admonition, and less 
sententious ; most of them requiring more than one verse, and some 
of tiiem, three, four, or more, Ibr the expression of the sentiment. 

18, — established upon thy lips ; i,e., if (hey he, as it were, at youf 
tongue's end, ready to be applied to the variooa exigencies of liffe. 

21. — that lead thee ; i.e., show yourself capable ajid trustworthy to 
them that employ thee in any business of which they expect an 
account of thee. 

22. — because he is poor ; i.e., 
and his inability to resist thee. 
( See the note on Job v, 4. j 

25. — take to thi/sei/, &c, ; i.o., acquire such a disposidon and char- 
acter as shall involve you in difficulties. — a aimre ; i.e., that which 
will prove a snare. 

36. See the note on chap, vi. 1 . 
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27. — (hy bed, &c, ; i.e., why should you espose yourself to such a 
Blate of things, that, if you are unable to pay your bonds, the creditor 
may take from yoo every thing, so that yon shall not eyen Imve a 
bed upon which to lay your head 7 

28. — landiaark. Comp, Deut. xix, 14. 

29. — encore. This is the mctapliorioal term, of llie original to 
denote persons in humble station. 

Chap, XSni. 

2. — ihoit wilt pai a hiife to thy throat, &o, ; i.e., Hion wilt bring tliy- 
self into great danger, if by thy unrestrained appetite Hiou seize upon 
every thing, even what may have been reserved Sir the partieulai use 
of the king, or if thou incur Iiis displeasure by gluttony and inlempeC' 

3. — decdtfitl meat; i.e., tJie ftiendship of rulers and great men, 
however agieealjle and flattering, is very uncert^n and unstable, nay, 
even deceitful ; since experience proves that they who are liimiliar 
with princes are in a situation of great danger. 

4. — tht/ aiisdora ; i.e., that sort of wis<lom which consists in labor- 
ing to be rich, and Bupposiog that riches arc all that is wanting to 
happiness. 

6. — thai hulk an evS e^e ; i.e., an avaricious, sordid disposition. 

7. — as he tkinheth in his heart, Sai. ; i.e., his true oluiraeter is displayed 
in what is passing in his mind, rather than in what he utters with hia 
lips. — IE not with thee; i.e., his invitation is not cordial. It was 
given from ostentation, or lor ambitions and selfish purjioBes. 

- 8. — vomit up; i.e., when you have discovered his illibeiality Mid 
seiflshness, or perhaps ill treatment, you will feel such disgust as to 
wish that what you have swallowed could be thrown up on his table. 

— pleasant words ; i.e., whatever compliments, courtesies, or agreeable 
discourse you may have bestowed upon your entertainer. 

9. Spools not, &c. ; i.e., fbr the purpose of admonition or direction. 

10. — enter not ; i.e., either to reap their crops, or perhaps, rather, 
to possess their lauds. 

11. — (ft«jr aaeager; i.e., though they may have no human guar- 
dians or friends to oppose thee, they have in heaven a vindicator, 
or avenger, who is able and willing to deftend their rights, or punish 
their infringement. On tlie term avenger or viadicator, see the note on 
Job xiK. 25. 

13. — he loitl not die ; i.e., lie will escape the ruin which is the con- 
sequence of wickedness. 

17. — eavy, Sc.; i.e., let not the view of llieir present prosperity 
excite thee to envy them, and to approve and imitate their evil 

18. — a reutard; i.e., for tliem tliat persevere in the ways of reli- 
gion and virtue. 

19. — go Jbrward in (Se woji ; i.e., not follow devious and crooked 
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23. Buy the truth; epare no pains nor cost to obtain tlie tiioirledge 
of what ia true and right, and hold it &st. 

27. — dfEp pit ; — nairoiv weti; from which one can with difficulty 
escape, when he has fellen hito it, 

28. — lieth in icaii. See chap. vii. 12. — i«creasElh;i,e., to the 
Dnmber of those whom she has already made her ptey. 

29. — aithuataiuae; i.e., not in the juat and necessary defence of 
himself or his country. 

80. — JO in ,- i.e., to the place where mixed wine is kept. — mixed 
wine; i.e., spiced, strong wine. 

34. — midst of &i sea; i.e., in a ship in the midst of the sea. — lop 
of a TBast. As the comparison holds good in sereral particulars, tbiire 
IB some doubt as to that which was iuteuded by the poot; wheUier he 
refera to the stupidity and senselessness of danger whicli are the eou- 
^quenue of intoxicaljon, or lo the giddy Jbelings of the persons inloxi- 
rated, wlien their heads swim, and they feel as if tliey were tossed 
about by the rolling wa^es of the sea. 

35. Here tlie drunkard is represented as using the language which 
corresponds to his senselessness and stupidity. " X cannot deny that 
I expose myself by ray drunkenness to rarions abuses an^ injuries. 
But I was not sensible of them at the time, nor do I now feel much 
harm from them." — When sliaB, I oimie? i.e., oh that I couid 
rouse myself irom my state of languor and stupitlity I I would again 

Chap, SXIV. 

J. — enpwas of wicked men ; let it not disturb tliy tranquillity to sea 
men thrive who are bent upon wickedness. — to ie with ikein; i.e., as 
a companion and a partaker of their profitable crimes. (Comp. chap. 
Xiiii. 17.) 

6. — IS strong. Comp. Eccl. ix. 14-16. 
S. Comp. cliap. xx. 18. 

7. — too high I i.e., so that he cannot attmn it, and is ashamed ta 
speak at the gate, i.e., in the place of judgment, or in public. 

8. — demselh to do eiiil, &e. ; i.e., a contriver of unjust, malicious 
plans shall be hated (comp. chap. xiv. 17), and branded with an 
odiotis name. 

B. — is sin, &a. The meaning of this Terse seems to be, that the 
purpose of evil, before it breaks forth into action, ia sinful in the sight 
of God ; but that the bold and obstinate oS^der is not only offensive 
to Qod, but odious to men. 

10. — ftira, &o. ; i.e., when courage or hope is lost, all is lost. 

12. — we knew it not ; it is no excuse to say, that you are ^norant 
of Hie guilt or innocence of the accused, or that you knew not but 
that lie was jnstly condemned, unless you have taken al! possible painB 
to discover the truth in relation to the case. 

15. Eat hoK^ ! this is said merely to illustrate the following versa 
by an implied comparison. 

16. — Jitlt seven limea ; i.e., tliongh he repeatedly &11 into calami- 
ties, — fitll into mischief: and not rise again. 

^ 17. Ms/oice „ot, &c. Comp. Job sxxi. ^0. 
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w Ais anger, &c. ; perhaps, and inflict it upon tliee. 

See diap. xx. '20, and the note. 

ciiu/f whom the OrieBtals regarded as the vicegerent 
of 'Gi>d, atancling in a near and peculiar reladon to liim, called liis son, 
&c. — giaea to choice; fotid of revolution, disobedient and rebellioua 
Bn1>jecta, disorganizers. 

22. — comiagji'oai bath; namely, God and the king. — in a monieat. 
See the note on Job ix, 5 ; or Gesen. IiCx. on SI"". 

23. These dso are vrordi of the wise. These words probably have 
relation to eha^. xxii. 17, and intimate tliat the proverbs frotn rer. 23 
tu the end of l^is ch^ter are an appendix to those mentioned in chap, 
sxii. 17. 

26. -r-giveik a right anmier ; i.e., the judge who gives con«et deris- 
ions ; perhaps, others who give a good answer. — Kisselh the lips ; 
i.e., gains good-will, makes himself beloved. 

27. — baild thy house,' "do every tiling in order; and first mind 
those things which are most neceesaiy, contenting thyself with a 
little hut in the field, till tliouhast gotten an estate by a careful im. 

■ " ' ' ' ■' "Ibe limelj 

- Patrick. 



Cmi'. SXV. 

1. — men o/HeieJciah ; i.e., literary men whom Hraeliiali appointed 
for the purpose. The title in which these words are contained is pre- 
fixed to tiie collection of proverbs extending to chap, xxx., wliich. 
the learned men of Hezekiah copied team larger cdlecUons, or fi?oni 
books in which they were scattered. 

2. — to amce(d a thing; to hide from human eyes the reasons of his 

SniTmsea and proceedings. — Eearck out a mailer; i.e., when they 
ecide and decree notliing until they hare made the most careful 
exuuination, so as to be able to ^ve the clearest reasons for their 
proceedings. 

a. — ansearchalik ; men in general are unable to penetrate tlie pur- 
poses aud designs of kings. 

4, 6. " You cannot have a pure silver vessel, till you have puri- 
fied the silver ; and no nation can have a king a public blessing, till 
alt bad counsellors, wicked and interested ministers, and sycophants, 
are banished from tlie court and cabinet," 

6, 7. Comp. Lute xiv. 10. 

8. Go notfirOi, &/a. ; i.e., to the gates where 11 u Is f law were 
usually held. 

0. — aaoAer's secret; not even the heat of c n n wi I an ppo- 
nent will justi^ the revelation of his secrat h I may ha been 
introsted to you. 

11. — in figared-ioofk, &0. The illnstratinn to be b wed 

from a rich garment, on which were embro I rod ppl f gold 
among sliver figures. (So Bertheau.) 

\Z. —cold of snow, &c. Tliere can be litfle doubt that the use of 
snow in cooling drinks is referred to. 
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., maJies maoy promises of what 

15. — IffeaMhboiies! i.e . melts tke heart as hard as a bone; as we 

16. Thie-yeree may bp regarded na a sepiirale precept, iiiculoatirg 
modtantion, eapeuially in jhings wliich are pleasant, or mereiy as an 
Ulustraiion of ver. 17. 

18. A baUMaimi^f. &c. ; i.e., equally pemieioua and destrnctive. 

20. '"vmetjitT vpoit nitre; wliieli cansefi it to efEeryesue, and, as il 
were, itrttfttes it. Nitre here probaldy denotes ft miQeral alkali, the 
natron of the modemB, or Egyptian nitre, which, being mingled with 
oil, is Btlll need fbr soap. 

22. — eoals of Jire tipon kis head. Tliia expression seems most 
naturally to denota that which causes the most intense pain that 
which is insupportable. Tlie meaning seems to be h t by retoru ng 
good for evil, the evil-doer will be overwhelmed h emo e and 
shame. 

33. — bringelk forth rain ; covers the fiice of the sky w tl blaclt 
donds, full of rain ; so a baekbiting tongue causes n 1 gnation n I im 
who is slaudered, which may be the cause (ff puiusl uc t to tl e slau- 

20. — troabkd fountain, — comipl&l spring. It s as mela clolyand 
discoDraging a circumstance to see a good man, who is thu source of 
much good to his lellow-men, foil into rain through tlie arte of tiie 
wicked, as it is to the weary, thirsty traveller to find a fountain or a 
spring trampled upon and poilated, so as to he unfit for use. It seems 
to be more agreeable to tlie use of the word CIS to midersland it as 
denoling./ii'^i'n? irtio itiiii or calamkn, not voluntarily succumbing^ and 
yielding to the persuasions of the wicked. Possibly, however, it may 
mean to vacillate, in a moral sense. 

27. — So the seanA of lugh things ii tuearinesi. Sigh things, a 
rendering based on a disregiuii of the Hebrew poinis, may denote 
difBcult questions respectjng Providence, or other subjects of hmuan 
jnvesUgation ; in -which case, the meaning will be similar to tiiat 
of the observation in Eocleslasies, that much study is a weariness 
of the flesh. Or, high things may denote worltUy honors; in which 
case, the Sine will relate to the cares and vexalJons which attend the 
pursuit of honor. In the ori^nal, there is, I think, a sort of play upon 
words, using the same word twice ia the line wiUi an altered signiflca- 
lion. The word rendered high things denotes high, honorable, glarious, 
and also heoiig. An impertect imitation of the bne in English would 
be, The search of weighty things is weighty; lue:^^ being understooit, 
iu tlie first case, in the sense of importiml, and, in the second, in that 
of heavy. The verse is rendered in the sense which I liave assigned 
to it by Coverd^ : " Like as it ia not good to eat much honey, even 
so he Uiat will search out high things, it sliall be too heavy for Mm." 
The supply of a negative, as in the common version, appears to me to 
be inadmissible. Gesenius, transferring a Hebrew letter from the end 
of one word to the beginning of another, translates. So the veai-eh of 
glory is Juithoat gl/irt/. Bnt this negative use of "["a in snoh a positimi is 
hardly justified by usage. 
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CllAF. XSVI. 

1. — siioiv, icc.; i.e., unseasonable tind iiieongruous. — fool; 
le wlio by his folly or wickedness, or both united, makes a bad 



"T 



_ _. come; eliall not take effect, or fall upon bim ugainst 

whom it is uttered, but be dispersed into the air, as the Wrds men- 
tioned fly away, no one linowa whither. 

4. — acaadiiig to hh/dly. Some suppose the meaning of ver. 4 and 
6 to be, tliat, accoriling: to cirumustancee aud the nature of hia iblly, 
a fool ehonld or should not receive any answer. It seems to me that 
the meaning is best elicited by understanding the piirase aecardisig to kit 
foliy in different senses. In the first case, AitsiBer not in the maraier of 
tliejbol ; in the second, Answer him in the manner wMch Mt foliy deaiaiiaa. 
" fl the fool boast of himself, do not answer hira by boasting of thy- 
self. If he roil and talk paasionately. do not tlion rail and talk 
IHissionately loo. If he tell one great he, do not thou tell anolber tu 
match it. If he calnmniate thy friends, do not thon calumniate liis. 
If he banter, do not answer him in his own language, lest l/ioa be like 
him." — Henry. But answer in such a manner as his Iblly dernands, 
as is adapted to expose it and convince bim of it, add leave him 
nothing to say for himself, le»l he be wise in Ms own conceit. 

6. — Ae cuitelk off ihefiet; i.e., he fiiils in the object of the mission, 
aa surely as if he should out off the feet of the persons sent. 

7. — hnm loose,- like a bucket in a well, and serve no purpose. 
The rendenng which I have adopted seems best supported. (See 
Gesenins ad verb.) Sor a dilTerent renderhig, see Fiirst'a Lexicon ou 

8. — hindeiha stone, £c.; i.e., it is as absard to expect any good 
consequence from bestowing honor on a fool as to exjiect a stone to 
do execudon when it is bound to the sling. Otherwise, as he who ^utlelh 
a purse of gems an a heap of slants ; i.e., honor is as ill placed m his 
hands as gems upon a heaji of common, worthless stones. 

9. — a thorn, &c. Be injures himself and others by the ill use he 
makes of it, as one would hy brandishing a, thom.bush up and down, 
at random. 

10. As an aivher, &c. The nieani em be a the man who 
liires foots or chance waytkrers does a ca ss and nconsiderate a 
tiling as the archer who should shoo it r> d n a everybody and 
eveiy thing. 

12. — rf a fod; i.e., who may be me se b e f his folly, and 

1^. — Hon, &c. Be is friglitened ft m real duh by Ikncied diffi- 
culties. 

14. — tumetk, fiiC.; i.e., backwar and wa d w thont leaving 
them ; ao ttie sluggard lies in his bed on one side till he is weary of 
that, and then tarns to the otlier, bat still is in hie bed 

16. The shujgard, &c. Taking no pains to inform himself, and of 
course ignorant of the difflculties which attend an opmion or a deler- 
mination, he takes himself to be wiser than others 

17. — a dog hi) the ears; i.e., be incurs much dinger, without necea- 
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aty, or tlie possibility of advanlage. Travellers in the Eiial speak of 
the wild and fierce chavac-ter of the dugs in that region. 

18. As a madmdn ; as dangerous and as much to be shunned aa a 
miKlmaii. Otherwise, as ajesief, &g. 

23. See chnp. xviii. 3. 

26. Thoi^h he may for a time conceal his malicioiM feelings, yet 
the time iriil come when hia malice shall bo publielj' known, and k- 
ceive the paniahment which it deserves. 

27, — diiji/elh a pit ; i.e., lays a plot for the iiyury of another. Tlia 
metaphor is drawn &om the pi-actice of huntera, who used to dig deep 
pita, and then cover tliera with bushes, earth, &c., tiiat wild beasts 
might &31 into Uiem. — roUelh a stone; i.e., np a steep place in order 
that it may cruah another. 

23. — those tnlwirt it vioundelhi i.e., beoanee the slantleroria oonscioua 
of having incurred the enmity of the elandered. 

Chap. XSVIL 

8. — afod's tBrath. See chap. ivii. 12. 

4. — oeemkdiaim ; liter^ly, (in ODerJ^ioiiig. — jealaasi/. Comp. 
chap, vi. 84, 85. These proverbs apply with still greater force ta 
Oriental countries than to our own. 

6. — /oee kepi conceafeJ; i.e., whiiih does not manifest itself in giv- 
ing ueei^fiil reproof, and in uare for the moral welfare of a friend. 

5. As a bird, &c. As a bird that forsakes its nest exposes itself 
io danger, and cannot easily settle again, so he whose levity or discon- 
tent makes him rashly leave his country or trade or office, wherein 
he was well ptaced, too oiten undoes himself, but rarely mends his 
condition. 

10. And go fot into thy brotApr^s hoitst 
acquire such Mthflil iHends, that it sha 
a brother. 

11. — that reprofuJuilh me; i.e., with want of cure for my cliihl, on 
account of his unworthy conduct. 

12. Comp. chap, xxii, S. 

13. See chap. xs. 16, and the note. 

14. To him! i.e., who blesses Iiis neighbor, Sc. His neighbor will 
regard this kind of blessing as no bettfo' than a curse. He will sus- 
pect the sincerity of it. There is an Italian proverb, " He who praises 
^ou more thau he was wont to do has either deceived you, or is about 

16. Comp. chap, ilx. 13, and tlie note. 

16. — oil, &a. ; whicli is loo slippery to he held fiist So the [[uar- 
relaome wif^ cannot be restrained. KID, to meet, to come upon; in this 
case, to take hold of. 

17. — shiupenetk the face; i.e., the looks, the countenance. This 
may be understood aa expressing the idea, that by conversation and 
discussion one man may quicken and invigorate the menial &aulcies 
of another. But there is considerable reason for supposing that the 
Ikoe is liere reg^iied as Hie seat of anger; in which ease, to Parpen Ma 
face will denote to inflame the angir. (Comp. Job xvi. D, and the note.) 
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19, So <hlh the heart of man to num. Tliese worcis have been nnfler- 
stood in various ways. They are eonimonlj understood ae denoting, 
titat OS tiiere is a resemblance belween ttie Oux of a man and tlie re- 
flected image of it in die water, so there is a resemlilance lietween one 
inuii's lieart and another's, so tbaC in rauay caaea we nmj judge of otliers 
by ouraelves. Otlierwise, as the water is a looldng-glass, in whieli we 
itiny aee our feces by reflection, ao the heart or conaeience ia a mirror, 
in which the cliaracter of the man may l>e diseemcd. Otherwise, as 
eveiynian will find reflected in the water such a eouiitenanee, whether 
sour or smiling, as lie brings when he looks into it, ao he onglit }o 
expectno other dispositions and feelii^a from others than those which 
he exercises toward them. InJve wins love, &c. 

2Q. — the e^ of man. The eyes here denote not merely curiosity, 
but the desires generally, (Gomp. Eecl. i. 8; iv. 8.) 

2\. So let a man be; i.e., let him take care not to be deceived by flat- 
tery, bnt consider who it is tiiat gives pr^e, what may be the motive, 
and how fitr it is deserved. 

28-27. " These verses recommend tlie advantages of private litfej 
and show that diUgenue in rural omptoymeuta, and tlie plenty ob- 
tdned by it, are more conducive to true liappineas than the unstable 
and mieagy, tliough splendid, posseaaiona of wealth and authority, 

21. — riches. The term here seems to denote that kind of wealtb 
which may be treasured up, such ae money, garments, &c., in distinc- 
tion from herds, lands, &e. — the croma; i.e., royal or princely dig- 

28. — the price ofthyjidd; i.e., that with which you may purchase 

CHir. XSVIII, 

1. " An ovil conaeience makes men timorous and cowardly, like a 
fiunt-hearted soldier who runs away at the appearance of an enemy, 
and never so mucli as looks back to see whether he pursue him." 
— Pfttricfc. 

2. — transgreaslon ; perhaps n^^on ; — many are its ralers. This 
may denote rulers following each. other in rapid succession, and by con- 
tinual revolution ; or rulers exercising authority at the same time, in 
rebellion agmnat the legitimate king. — the prtape. Tliia word is im- 
plied in the parallel line. 

3. Is a aweqiing rain; which, instead of refreshing the com, as gen- 
tle showera do, heats it down and lays it flat, so tliat it can never re- 
cover, and a ^jnine comes upon the land, " This is especially true in 
the Bast, There places are oiten sold by the needy government to 
the Mghest bidder, who, not knowing bow soon another may bid higher 
for his place, makes the most of his Ume to remunerate himsellj nn- 
sra'upuloiis as to the means." 

4. — praise the wicked; i.e., their conduct encourages and virttially 
commends the wicke4' 

5. — touiersland not equilg ; i.e., discern not, or feel not the force of, 
moral distinctiona ; their consciences are weak or dead ; tlieir corrupt- 
dons blind their eyes, and fill them .with projndicca; and, because they 
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do evil, fhey liate Ihe light — all things; i.e.j reiatiag to eqni^ <W 
moral conduct. 

■ 8. GtKA^WAii^Aj'm.ae.; i.e., by the wiEB retributions of Heaven, 
it passes into tlie liande of one nho will malie a good use of it. - (Comp. 
ul111p.xiii.2a; Job sxTii. 17.) 

9. — iuinrfl away Ms ear, fie. He that reluses to hearken nnfo God 
and to ohey his laws deoeives himself if he. tliinSe by his prayers to 

Cnee him, and make amendE for hia crimes; for God will be sa&r 
m hearkening to him, (iiaC be will abominate such [o^yers as tend 
to nothing but to make God a partner with him in his sins. 

11. — un'^ search him throagh; i.e., he took through all Mb vain shoir, 
find easily discover and make it appear what he I'eally is. 

12. — rejoice; i.e., in tiie possession of authoritj' and high station, 
03 is suggested by the an^thetioal line. — greiU gioiyiiig ; i.e., instead 
of hiding theiasdnes, as in the antitlietiud line, men go about exuldng in 
their safety, wealth, and prosperity. — Aiife ihaasdaes; from a feel- 
ing of gloom, and from regard to their safety, they conceal themselves, 
tlieir wealth, ornaments, Su, 

13. — coverelk his sins. See Ps. Xxxii. 3-B. 

14. — /eorelli aimii/s; namely, to displease God, or to incuc the evil 
consequences of sin. (Comp. ehap. lir. 18.) 

15. — a needy people; who have little to satisfy Ms cupidity, and from 
tlieir weakness are sure to he oppressed by him. 

10. — great in oppreasioa; and thus has a short reign, as is to be 
nnderatood from the antithetical ]ine. 

17. — ilotf Aim;i.e., toaffbrdhim aid, or prevent his fleeing into the 
grave. The idea seems to be Ibat tlie murderer deserves death. — the 
jiii; i.e., the grave. 

18. —atoace; i.e., srafldenly and miexpecledly. 

19. — bi-eail enough / — povertij enoMffA. This rendering imitates the 
pointed correspondence or rather identity of tlie Hebrew words. 

20. — ^ii^/uJniaR; i.e.,tobispromises, engagement!i,fiti. — maketh 
haste to be rich ; i.e., not being a l^tht^il man, as in the antithedcnl 

21. —fvr a piece of brmd, &c. Though at thefirstthe partial judge 
could not be bribed without a great sum of money, yet, when he has 
once vitiated his conscience and accustomed himself to take bribes, lie 
A'ill at last sell a decision ibr the smallest advantage. 

22. — eirii f^e; i.e., a sordid, covetous, uneharilable disposition. 
(Comp. chap. xsii. 9; xxiii. 6.) 

24. — no transgression ; under tlie plea, perhaps, tliat all will be bis 
at last. — IS the companion of a robber; i.e., deserves to be classed with, 
robbers. 

25. — strife; which involves him in expense and losses, as is to bo 
inferred from the antithetical line. 

26. — hia oipn understanding, Comp. chap. iii. 5-7. -^ is a Jbol ; 
Ills seIf.«onfidence and rashness lead him into misfortunes, froni which 
he icAd malkelk wisdy is delivered. 

27. — hideth his eyes ; i.e., turns them away from tlie petition and 
oiiseriEs of the poor. — many a curse; i.e., irom God. [Comp. chap, 
iii. 83; MaJ. ii. 2.) 

28. Comp, ver. 12. 
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Chap. XSIX. 

1, — hardenetk ha n&Jc; i.e., continues refractory or disobedient; 
a metaphoi' drawn from stnbliorn oxen, whicii refuse to submit to tlie 

3. — ai-e powerful ; ns;!, though it does not signify, to be in author- 
ity in tlie sense of ruling, does sometimes mean to be great in power 
or influence. (See Job xxxili. 12.) Tliis meaning suits the conneo- 
tion better tlian the rendering increase. (Oomp. xi. 10 ; xsviii. 12, 28.) 

8. — rejt»ed.h Mifaiher; i.e., by his success in life, as is implied in 
the antitlielJcal clause. 

i. — receimlJi gifls ; i.e., as bribes. 
■ 5. —/or his feet ; i.e., Of his neighbor. 

6. — (We is a snarei in wliioll he will be eaught, and brought to 

7. — diseemelli not hwadedye ; i.e., he has no true knowledge ; be is 
not imbued with the principles of equity, and pays no regaid to them 
in Ms detdsions. 

8. Scoffers, ,&e. ; I.e., they wiio deride religion nnd positive laws. 
— aJUaae; excite tumults and Commotions 

9. Whether he rage or imah, &c. ; i a whether he take the serious 
or tlie jocular way of dealing with him whether he be severe or 
pleaaant with him, there will be no end t ) the cjjntroversy , tlie fcol 
will answer, oltject, excuse, &c., and have the last woi^ Or the 
meaning may be, that the fool may lage ac laugh witliout coming to a 
settlement of tlie dispute. 

10. — kiidh ilie aprigk ; who disapproTe and oppose liis evil de- 
ll. — hii an^er; so tlie Septnagint, Syriac, and Chaldaic; more 

literally. Ids apint, as it is rendered in chap. xxv. 28, where a similar 
senUmenl ia expressed. 

1^. — ii^en; i.e., lend his ear to calumniators and flatterers. This 
Terse is well explained by Eeolus. x. 3; "As the judge of the 
people la himself, so are his officers ; and wliat manner of man the 
ruler of the city is, such are all they that dwell therein." 

18. The poor maa and tile oppressor, &o. Comp. chap. xxii. 2, which 
contains a similar sentiment. — atlighletuih, &c ; he is the author of 
light and life to botli. 

18. — no vision ; i.e., proplieUo vision, or all that instruction which 
it was the office of a prophet to give to the people. 

19. — by words, " A slave, and he that is of a servile nature, is not 
lo be amended by reason and persuasiona, no, nor by reproofs op 
tlireats ; for though he hear, and understand too, what you say, yet 
he will not obey till he be forced to it by blows." — Patrick. 

20. Comp. chap. xxvi. 13. " Seest thou a man tliat is forward to 
speak to every matter that is started, and afi^cts to speak first to it, 
to open it and speak last to it, to give judgment upon it, as if he were 
nn oracle 1 There ia more hope of a modest fool, who is sensible of 
his folly, than of such a sell-conceited one." — Henry. 

21. — imtiiac a son; he will presume upon tlic indulgence of hlB 
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master, take the liberUea of a son, conduct himself as if he one day 
expected to be master. 

23. Comp. cliap. xv. 88; Matt, xxiii. 12 

24. — liaielh himself; i.e., by bringing mill upon liiraaelf, be acta as 
though he bated liimself. — maketh no discaiiery i i.e., Aa Jieareth iht 
curse impreciilecl upon bim as a witness, if he do not speak the truth ; 
but, rather than adinowSedge his own partidpation in tlie theft, be in- 
curs tHe guilt of peijury. (Lev. v. 1,) 

26. — every man's jitagmml, &c. This may denote that the sentence 
which the cube gives concerning any man's cause depends upon God, 
who turns the hearts of rulers as the rivers of water are turned. 
(Comp. chap. xtI 88; xxi. 1.) Or, more generally, that every man's 
condition aitd success in life depend more upon the fiivor of God than 
upon the iavoc of a ruler. 

Chap. XSS. 

1. *' Tliis cliapter contains a new eolleedon of pithy sajinga, 
which some fiiucy to be Solomon's, and therefore transhite tlie two 
first words thus : ' The words of the collector or gatherer.' But why 
Solomon should call himself hy tliis name, and also, instead of the 
son of David, style himself the son of Jsieh, Beems to me unac- 
countable. And Iberefbre itis most reasonable to follow our transla- 
tion, and to look upon tills chapter as a fragment of some wise 
sentences delivered by one whose name icas Agur, and bis Gither'a 
name Jakeh; unless we will conceive that tliis son of Jakeh (whoever 
lie was) had gotten tlic name of colkclor, because, though he was a 
Tery wise man, yet he composed nothing himself, but only gathered 
out of other wise men's works such inslructions as tie thought most 

frofltoble, and comprised in a few words a great deal of sense." — 
'atridc. Or, if tlie name Asw be regarded as symbolic^, like 
Kolieleth, the Preacher, it niay denote art asaemUer, one of the assembly, 
i.e., of wise men. (Comp. Eccl. xii. 11.] Ithiel, a, name denoting 
Gud-wilh-nte, and Ceal, deootiugj*)w«i/ui, were, no donbt, sons or disci- 
ples of Agur. 

Hitzig and Bertheau, who are followed by Professor Stoart, have 
adopted a new division of the Hebrew words of tliis verse, according 
to which the sense will be very different. Thus : The n-ords of Aqvr, 
the son of Iter tciase domain is Massa. I Aara xeearied mi/seiffor God ; I 
haee wearied mysdfjor God, and havefailtd. I cannot persuade myself, 
that KISQ Rflp';"")^. literally, tlie son, her obedieace Massa, could have 
been used by tiie writer to express the meaning, the son of her whose 
domain is Massa. In regard to tlie latter clause, which those critics 
read thus, iDKT i« ''i}^<f^ ^ ''^'^^^^ ^^ transhlle, / have wearied 
mysdffor God; I have VKoried mysdf for God, aad ham Jailed ; — I do 
not believe the writer would have used Jh( ifi'^i, without an ■ inter- 
vening preposition to denote, / ham wearied mvs^for God, It would 
rather be, GodI Neither does Hie phrase, / have wearied mm^for 
God, i^pear to me a natural one to 'express Che meaning, I have 
wearied myself in searching out the nature or providence of God. 
Neither is (he meitning, I have failed, in the sense in which those 
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critics □ndersbind the expression, well supported by Hebrew usage. 
(See theLexicons od niiB.) As to the rendering which I have adopted, 
it ifi indeed eingTilar that the tliree expressions, "the woiiJa," "the 
prophecy," and "tlie inspired utterance," should be used to denote 
(he same tiling. Poasibly KiSO or Dip may be a gloss introduced 
Into the text from the margin. 

2. — more stupid than any man, &c. It has been supposed, that tlie 
professions of ignorance, in vcr. 3 and 3, are by way of reply to lile 
diseipira Itliiel and Ueal, who may have ascribed to him extraordmacy 
knowledge, or liave' come \o liim with hard metaphysical or theo- 
logiuid ques^ona. But it is quite as probable that Agar spenke of hie 
acquired knowledge and attainriienlB with Bucii hnmility, by way of 
contrast with the word of God (ver. 6) ; i.e., tliat IrulJi which comes 
by inspiration, or which God has.apoben or may speak by his prophets. 
(Comp. Amos vii. li, 15; Jer. 1. 6; Job xixii. 7, 8.) 

8. — msdom ; i.e., philosophy ; tliat wisdom that comes by study 
and by the instroctiira of the learned. — htSwledge of the Most Holy. 
Comp. chap. ix. 10. The meaning seems to he, that he had not a 
knowledge of the deep things of God, his purposes, llie ways of proyi- 
dence, &c. (Comp. Job xi. 7,) It may liave been part of the design 
of this profession of ignomnce to rebuke some of the anthor's con- 
temporaries, who may have made great pretensions to knowledge 
of things hnman and divine. 

4. The design of the questions in this verse seems to be to Illus- 
trate man's ignorance of tlie works and tiie ways of God ; to show 
that Qod alone Is wise, and that man must depend upon idm for 
instruction. (Comp. Job xxxviii.-xli,) So one was entitled to trust 
or hoast of hia knowledge of God acquired by his own acuities, 
unless he could show that he had obtained it by ascending to 
heaven, &c. ; or unless he maniibsted his wisdom and power by doing 
such wonderful things as ascendmg to tlie ikies, holding the wind, &e, 
Roberta quotes as Orientalisms still in use, " Yes, you are quite sure ; 
you know all about it ! Have you just returned trora Uie heavens ? " 
— " Truly he has just flniahed his journey from above; listen, listen 
to this divine messenger!" — "Our friend is about to do wonderfiil 
things : he has already caught the wind ; he hiB seized it with hia 
hand." (See Eoborts's Illustrations; ad loo.) — What is his »a«ief 
i.e., by what name is the wise man, the philosopher called, who can 
do or espliiin these things 1 — his son's name ; i.e., either, what is the 
name of one of his disciples, or of one of hia kindred, — his son. It 
is an emphatic way of deehuiog tlint no one ever heard of such a per- 
son. (Comp. Amos vii. 14.) 

5. E-Bsrt/ tcord of God ; i.e., every declaration, promise, and pre- 
cept. — ctffe ; i.e., free from error and imperfection. 

6. Add not, &o. Comp. Deut. iv. 2. 

8. — falsehood (md ties. These words may refer (o the errors of 
idolatry, and to felse religious opinions, so as to have some relation to 
what precedes, .{Comp. Jer. xvili. 16.) Otliers suppose the expres- 
sions to refer to the outside show, the deceitfnl promises, of mere 
w^lli, staOon, pleasure, the "lying vanities of life," so aa to have 
some relation to what fuUuws respecting a state of mediocrity. 
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PROVERBS. 

9. — viobie the. name, fi , , 
viii. 11, &K.) It has been observed tliat the danger o ^ . , 
greater among tlie Jews than with us, as their euatom or law tendei'cd 
s.a oath to persons suspected or accused of theft, to clrar or pitrge 
themselvea. (See Esod. XKii. 8-11.) 

10. Lesl he curse tiee, &c. The eonaideraUon of tUe temptations of 
poverty reminda the author of the condition of the poor slare, who 
WHS prabably often auuueed upon light groundsi and tlius tempted to 

teijiire himself, or inaur the iiengeance of a loo rigorous master. 
t is ^80 intimated that the curse imprecated by the slave upon suuli 
ii careless, inconaider^e informec might taice eflfecl, not being cause- 

11. In tlus and the following verses, the autllor points out four 
vices, which were probably the prevailing vices of his time, as espe- 
cially to ba detested and avoided ; namely, ingradtude (especially 
llUa! Ingratitude), iijjpocrisy. pride, and oppression or eittortion. 

13. — Iqfbi are their eyea, &a. Comp. chap. vi. 17, sxi. 4. 

16, 16. Aiter the mention of four' detestable things, four insatiable 
things are enumerated, either as curions in themselves, or as illns- 
tratitig the insatiable desires of man. Oesenius, Ftirst, and others 
suppose that an imaginary femsJe spectre is here denoted, which sucks 
human blood and is insatiable, like El Gkvti of Arabian superstillon in 
the Thousand and One Nights. 

IT. — shait pick it OEiI, Sal. ; i.e., they siiall Come to an inthmoue and 
miserable end, tlieir dead bi>dies being unburied, and left to be a prey 
to the ravens whicli ftequeut the htooke tliat ron in the valleys ! and 
to the young eagles, which shall pick out those eyes in which their 
scorn and derision of their pm^nte were wont to appear. lioberla 
observes that the eye is the first and fevorite part aHacked by birds of 
prej-, as is seen in the numerous bodies which various Eastern super- 



the air, tliere Js no token of her way to be found, but tlie light a , 
I>eing beaten with tiie stroke of her wings, and parted with the violent 
uoise and motion of them, is passed through, and tlierein afterward no 
sign where she went is to beftund." — Wisdom v.ll. — uptmnraci; 
wliich receives no mark Irom the passing of a serpent over it. 
— a a/lip, &c. ; that passes over the water, aad leaves no trace of the 
keel in the waves. (See Wisdom v. 10.) — (ivu* of a man, Soa. 
U'lie first three things are designed as comparisons to illustrate or 
satirize the last; namely, criminal Intercourse with a maiden, with 
which no one is acquainted but the lovers ; while she is reputed a 
vii^in, and conceals her wickedness with so mucli art, and assumes 
Buoh an appearance of chastity and modesty, tiiat it is as impossible 
to discover tjiat a man has had an improper connection with her, 
as to discover tracks left by an eagle in the air, &c. 

20. Suchi i.e., to be discovered with equal difHoulty. — Sia 
eals, &o.; i.e-. she conceals her criminal intercourse by a ready fiilse- 
liood, as one would do, who, desiring to conceal tliat he lias eaten any 
thing, should wipe bia lips and deny it. 

3^. — a eeriiant mhen he becbmetk a Icing, as sometimes happens Under 
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